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I- 

• SLAVERY* IN THE COLONIES. 

HuMAir Slavery, as it existed in the pa- 
gan world, and especially in th^ infancy, vig- 
or, and decline of Greek and Roman civiliza- 
tion, gradually died out in the advancing 
light of Christianity. "When Columbus open- 
ed the New World to European enterprise 
.and settlement, the serfdom of Russia and 
Hungary, afld the mild bondage of Turkey 
— each rather an Asiatic or Scythian than a 
European power — ■xvete the last remaining 
vestiges of a system which had pervaded, and 
mastered, and ruined, the vast empires of Al- 
exander and the Cissars. The few ignorant 
and feeble dependents elsewhere held in vir- 
tual bondage by force rather of custom than 
of positive law, serve rather to establish than 
disprove this general statement. 

Lust of gold and power was the main im- 
pulse of Spanish migration to the marvelous 
regions beyond the Atlantic. And the soft 
and timid Aborigines of tropical America, 
especially of its islands, were first compelled 
to surrender whatever they possessed !of the 
precious metals to the imperious and grasp- 
ing strangera ; nest forced to disclose to those 
strangers the sources whence they were most 
readily obtained ; and finally driven to toil 
and delve for more, wherever power and greed 
supposed they might most readily be obtained. 
From this point, the transition to general en- 
slavement was ready and rapid. The gentle 
and indolent natives, unaccustomed to rug- 
ged, persistent toil, and revolting at the harsh 
and brutak Hcverity of their Christian mas- 
ters, had but one unfailing resource — de^th. 
Through privation, hardship, exposure, 
fatigue and despair, they drooped p,nd died, 
until millions were reduced to a few, miser- 
able thousands withiu the first century of 
Spanish rule in America. 

A humane and observant priest (Las Casas,) 
v/itnessing these cruelties and sufferings, was 
moved by pity to devise a plan for their ter- 
mination. He suggested and urged the poli- 
cy of substituting for these feeble and perish- 
ing "Indiana" the hardier natives of Western 



Afi!?ca, whom then* eternal wars and maraud- 
ing invasions were constantly exposing to 
captivity and sale as prisoners ot war, and 
who, as a race, might be said to be inured to 
the hardships and degradations of Slavery 
by an immemorial experience. The sugges- 
tion was unhappily approved, and the woes 
and miseries of tne few remaining Aborigines 
of the islands known to usas " West Indies," 
were, inconsiderably prolonged hy exposing 
the whole continent for unnumbered genera-- 
tions to, the evils and horrors of African slave- 
ry. The author lived to perceive and deplore 
the consequences of his expedient. 

The sanction of the Pope having been ob- 
tained for the African slave-trade by reprcr 
sentations which invested it with a look of 
philanthropy, Spanish and Portuguese meiv 
cantile avarice was readily enlisted in ifa 
prosecution, and the whole continent, north 
and south of the tropics, became a slave-mart 
before the close, of the sixteenth century. 

Holland, ia comparatively new and Pro- 
testant state, unable to shelter itself from the 
reproaches, of conscience and humanity be- 
hind a Papal bull, entered upon the new traf- 
fic more tardily ; but its profits soon overbore 
all scruples, and British merchants were noj; 
proof against the glittering evidences of their 
success. But the first slave-ship that evef 
entered a North American port for the sale 
of its humaii merchandise, was a Dutch trad- 
ing-vessel which landed twenty negro bond- 
men at Jamestown, the nucleus of Virginia, 
almost siinultaneouslv with the landing of the 
Pilgrims ofthe Mayflower on Plymouth rock, 
Dec. 22d, 1620. 

The Dutch slaver had chosen his market 
with sagacity. Virginia was settled by Ca- 
valiers — gentlemen-adventurers aspiring to 
live by their own wita and other men's labor 
— with the necessary complement of follow- 
ers and servitors. Pew of her pioneers cher: 
ished any earnest liking for downright, per- 
sistent, muscular exertion; yet some ex- 
ertion was urgently required to clear away 
the heavy forest which all but covered th^ 
soil of, the infant colony, and grow the Tor 
bacco whicli easily became its staple expost^ 
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by means of -wlueb nearly everything required 
by it3 people but food was to be paid for 
iu England. The slaves, therefore, found 
ready puvchasera at satisfactory prices, and 
the success of the first vepture induced o+^eirs ; 
until not only 'TJrginia 'l)ut every pii-b 'of 
British America was supplied with African 
slaves. 

This traffic, w,ith the bondage it involved, 
hiid jio Justificatioa in Btitisli nor in the early 
'colonial laws ; but it proceeded nevertheless, 
much as an importation of dromedaries to re- 
place with presumed economy pur horses 
and oxeu might now do. Georgia was the 
first among , the colonies to resist and remand 
it in her original charter under the lead of 
her noble founder-Governor, General Ogle- 
Jhbrpe ; but the evil was too formidable and 
pyeterate for local extirpation, and a few 
'years saw it established, even in Georgia ; 
first evading or defying, and at length mold- 
ing and transforming the law. 

It is very common at this day to speak of 
our revolutionary struggle as commenced and 
liurried forward by a ufaion of free and slave 
polonies; but such is not the fact. However 
slender and dubious its legal basis. Slavery ex- 
isted in each and all of tha colonies that unit- 
^ed to declare and maintain their independ- 
ence. Slaves were proportionately more nu- 
merous in certain portions of the South ; but 
they were held with impunity throughout 
the North, advertised like dogs or horses, and 
sold at auction, or otherwise, as chattels. Ver- 
mont, then a territory in dispute between New- 
Hampshire and New-Yorkj and with very 
few civilized inhabitants, mainly on its south- 
ern and eastern borders, is probably the only 
portion of the revolutionary confederation 
never polluted by the tread of a slave^ 

The spirit of liberty, aroused or intensi- 
fied by the protracted struggle of the colo- 
jlistfi against usurped and abused power in 
the mother country, soon found itselt engaged 
in natural antagonism agaiost the current 
form of domestic despotism. "How shall 
we complaiu of arbitrary or unlimited power 
exerted over us, while we exert a still more 
despotic and inexcusable power over a de- 

Jiendent and benighted race?" was very fair- 
y asked. Several suits were brought in 
Massachusetts— where the fires of liberty 
burnt earliest and brightest — to test the legal 
right of slaveholding ; and the leading Wbiga 
gave their money and their legal services to 
aopport these actions, which were generally, 
bn one ground or another, successful Efforts 
for an express law of emancipation, however, 
failed even in Massachusetts; tho Legislature, 
doubtless, apprehending that such a measure, 
by alienating the slaveholders, would increase 
the number and power of the Tories ; but in 
1777, a privateer haviag brought a lot of 
captured slaves into Jwnaica, and advertised 
them for sale, the General Court, as the leg- 
islative assembly was called, interfered and 



had them set at liberty. The first Continent- 
al Congress which resolved to resist the 
usurpations and oppressions of Great Britain 
by force, had already declared that our strug- 
gle would be " for . tho cauao of human na- 
ture," which the Congress of 1776, under 
the lead of Thomas Jefferson, expanded into 
the noble affirmation of the right of " all meu 
to life, liberty,, and the pursuit of happiness" 
contained in; the immorte.1 preamble to .the 
Declaration of Indepeudeilce. A like aver- 
ment that • all men are born free and equal,' 
was in 1780 inserted in the Massachusetts Bill 
of Eights ; arid tlie Supreme Court of that 
State, in 1783, on an indictment of a master 
for assault and battery, held this declaration 
a bar to slaveholding henceforth in the state. 

A similar clause in the second Constitution 
of New-Hampshire, was held by the courts 
of that State to secure freedom to every child, 
born therein after its adoption. Pennsylvania, 
in 1780, j^assed an act prohibiting the further 
introduction of slaves and securing freedom 
to all persons born in that State thereafter. 
Connecticut and Rhode Island passed similar 
acts in 1784. Virginia, 1778, on motion 
of Mr. Jefferson, prohibited .the further 
importation of slaves; and in 1782, re- 
moved all legal restrictions on emancipa- 
tion : Maryland adopted both of these in 1783. 
North Carolina, in 1786, declai-ed the intro- 
duction of Slaves into that state" of evil con- 
sequences and highly impolitic," and inlposed 
a duty of £5 per head thereon. New-Xork 
and New-Jersey followed the example of 
Virginia and Maryland, including tie domes- 
tic in the same interdict with the loreign slave 
trade. Neither of these States, however, de- 
clared a general emancipation until many 
years thereafter, and Slavery did not wholly 
cease in New-York until about 1830, nor in 
New-Jersey till a much later date. The 
distinction of free and slave States, with the 
kindred assumption of a natural antagonism 
between the North and South, was utterly 
unknown to the men of the Bevolution. 

Before the Declaration of Independence, 
but during the intense ferment whicn preced- 
ed it, and distracted public attention from 
everything else. Lord Mansfield had rendered 
his jjudgment from the King's Bench, -which 
expelled Slavery from England, and ought to 
have deatrojjred it in the colonies as well. 
The plaintiff' in this famous aise was 
James Somerset, a native of Africa, car- 
ried to Virginia as a slave, taken thence 
by Ms master to England, and there in- 
cited to resist the claim of his master to 
his services, and assert his right to liberty. 
In the first recorded case, involving the 
legality of modern slavery in England, it 
was held (1697) that negroea, " being usual- 
ly bought and sold amon^ merchants as mer- 
chandise, and ako being infidels, there might 
be a property in them sufficient to maintoih 
trover." But this was overruled by Chief Jus- 
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ties Holt from the King's Beneb (1697,) rul- 
ing that " so soon as a negro lands in England 
he 53 free and again, (1702) that " there is no 
Guch thing as a slave by the law of England ." 
This judgment .proving exceedingly trouble- 
some to planters and merchants from slave- 
holding colonies visiting the mother country 
v/ith their servants, the merchants concerned 
in the American trside, in 1729, procured from 
Yorkeund Talbot, the Attorney General and 
Solicitor General of tlxe Crown, a mitten 
opinion that negroes, legally enslaved else- 
wliere, might bs held as slaves in England, 
and that even baptism was no bar to the mas- 
ter's claim. This opinion was, in 1749, held 
to be sound law by Yorke (now Lord Hard- 
wicke), sitting as Judge, on the ground that, 
if the contrary ruling of Lord Holt were up- 
held, it would abolish slavery in Jamaica or 
Virginia as well as in England ; British law 
being paramount in each. Thus the law 
stood until Lord Mansfield, in Somerset's 
case, reversed it with evident reluctance, and 
after having vainly endeavored to bring about 
an accommodation between the parties. 
When delay would serve no longer, and a 
judgment must be rendered, Mansfield declar- 
ed it in these memorable words : 

" We cannot direct the law ; the law muBt di- 
rect us. * * * The Btato of Slavery is of such a 
nature that it is incapable of being introduced on 
any roaeons, moral or political, but only by posi- 
tive law. which preserves its force long after the 
reasons, occasion, and time itself whence it was 
created, is erased from the memory. It is so odi- 
ous that nothing can be' sufl5cionttosupport.it 
but positive law. Whatever inconveniences, 
therefore, may follow from the decision, I cannot 
Bay tiiis case is allowed or approved by the Is v 
of England, and therefore the black must bo did- 
charged." 

The natural, if not necessary, effect of this 
decision on Slavery in these colonies, had their 
comiection with the mother country been 
continued, is sufficiently obvioua. 

n. 

SLAVEBY UNDER THE C0NI?EDEUA1'I0N. 

The disposition or management of un- 
peopled territories, pertaining to the thirteen 
recent colonies now confederated as inde- 
pendent States, early became a subject of 
solicitude and of bickering among those 
States, and in Congress. By the terms of 
their charters, some of the colonics had an in- 
definite extension westwardly, and were only 
limited bv the power of the grantor. Many 
of these charters conflicted with each other — 
the same territory being included within the 
limits of two or more totally distinct colonies. 
As the Expenses of the Revolutionary struggle 
began to bear heavily on the resources of the 
States, it was keenly felt by some that their 
share in the advantages of the expoctec 
triamph, would be less than. that of others. 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New- York, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, laid 



claim to spacious dominions outside of theii? 
)roper boundaries;- while New-Hampshirs- 
sp /e in Vermont), Rhode Island, New-Jer^ 
sey, Maryland, Delaware, and - South Caro- 
ina, possessed no such boasted resources to 
meet the war-debts constantly augmenting.- 
They urged, therefore, with obvious justice; 
hat these unequal advantages ought to be. 
surrendered, and all the lands included within 
the territorial limits of the Union, but outr 
side of the.proper and natural boundaries of 
the several States, respectively, should bo' 
ceded to, and held by. Congress, in trust for 
the comnaon benefit of all the ■ States, and 
their proceeds employed in satisfaction of tho 
debts and liabilitiesof the Confederation. Thia 
reasonable requisition waS ultimately, but 
with some reservations, responded to. Vi^r* 
ginia reserved a sufiSciency beyond the Ohio 
to furnish the bounties promised . to her 
volutionary officers and soldiers. Connecti- 
cut, a western reserve, since largely settled 
from the parent State. Mtfcsachusetts re- 
served five millions . of acres, located in WeaU 
ern New York, which she claimed to be 
entitled by her charter to own. In either of 
these cases, the fee only was reserved, th^ 
sovereignty being surrendered. 

The cessions were severally made during, 
or directly after, the close of the Revolution-- 
ary War. And one of the most obvious du- 
ties devolved on the Continental Congress^ 
which held its sessions in Philadelphia di-» 
rectly after the close of that exhausting strug- 
gle, was the framing of an act or ordinance 
for the government of the vast domain thug 
committed to its care and disposal. 

The responsible duty of framing this ordi- 
nance was de7olved by Congress on a Select 
Committee, consisting of Mr. Jefferson of 
Va. (Chairman), Chase of Md., and Howell 
of R I. ; who in due time reported a plan for 
the government of theWestern Territory, con- 
templating the whole region included withia 
our boundaries west of the old thirteen States, 
and as fa? south as our 31st degree of North 
latitude ; territory as yet partially ceded to tho 
Confederation, but which was expected to be 
so, and embracing several of our present Slave 
States. This plan contemplated the ultimatQ 
division- of this territory into seventeen States, 
eight of them situated below the parallel of 
the Falls of the Ohio f now Louisville), and 
nine above it. Among other rules reported 
from this Coramittee by Mr. Jefferson, fop 
the government of this vast region, was ffic 
following: . 

" That after the year 1800, of the Christian era, 
there shall bo neither Slavery i^^r involuntary 
Ejrvitude in any of the sa'd States, othorwiso 
than in punishment of crinnes, whereof tho party 
shall havo boon convicted to bo personally 
guilty." 

April IQth, 1784. — Congress having tho 
aforesaid Report under consideration, Mr. 
Spaight, of N. 0., moved the striking out o£ 



tbo nliovo parnRmpIi. Mr. XUm\, of S. 0., 
iKiciHuUid tlu) motion. 'I)h« nym und myn, 
luihiK n<quiro(l by Mr. Howt!U,w«)ro onhirwl, 
rimI jmt Ih tluH form — " BhiiU tho wordH 
mov(>.«l to 1(0 Htr»cktiu o\ik Httiud t" — ami do- 
c'u1(mI Hit foUowH : 

K.-llAMi-niUHK .Mr.F(ml«T . . . . ayK . 

" Ulouvolt . . . ny) 
MAHHAcmrnKTTn " " 

KiioDK Inr./iNO. 

CoNNR«lTI<;WT . . 

Nkw Yokk . . . 



Nkw-Jkimkit . 



, Mollonry 
" Stono • . 
VinoTNiA " JofforBon 



• " Owry i 4« 

" l*)»rlridgo . . . ny S ' "* 

. " Ellory ny 

*' HowoU . . . . ny 
. " BticTninn . . . ny 
" Wn<lflworth . ny 
. " Do Wilt . . . ny 
" I'orino ..... ny 

. " Dieh ny 

. " Mifflin ny 

*' Montcomory . ny 

" llnntl oy 

" no 
no 



ny 



N. Caromna 
8. Cakomwa 



" Hnrdy no 

" Monior . . . 
, WillimnBOn 
" Spnight . . . 
" Rond .... 
" IJeroBford . . 




no 
ny 
no) 
no > No. 
no ) 



So the question was lost, and the words 
were struck out. 

Lost — although six States voted aye to 
only three nay ; and though of the members 

S resent, fifteen voted for, to six against, Mr. 
effersoa's proposition. But the Articles of 
Confederation required a vote of nine States 
to carry a proposition ; and, failing to re- 
ceive so many, this comprehensive exclusion 
of Slavery from the Federal Territories was 
defeated. 

The Ordinance, thus depleted, after under- 
going some further amendments, was finally 
approved April 23rd — all the delegates, but 
those from South Carolina, voting in the 
aflBrmative. 

In 1787 the last Continental Congress, 
sitting in New Tork simultaneously with 
the Convention at Philadelphia which 
framed our Federal Constitution, took up 
the subject of the government of the West- 
em Territory, raising a Committee thereon, 
of which Nathan Dane, of Massachusetts, 
was Chairman. That Committee reported 
(July 11th), "An Ordinance for the gov- 
ernment of the Territory of the United 
States, Northwest of the Ohio" — the larger 
area contemplated by Mr. Jefferson's bill 
not having been ceded by the Southern 
States claiming dominion over ifc. This bill 
embodied many of the provisions originally 
drafted and reported by Mr. Jefferson, but 
with some modifications, and concludes with 
six unalterable articles of perpetual compact, 
the last of them as follows : 

" There ehall bo neither slavery nor involun- 
tary eorritude, 3n the said territory, otherwise 
than in punishment of crimes, whereof the parties 
•hall be duly convicted." 

To this was added, prior to its passage, 
the stipulation for the delivery of fugi- 



tlv(!s from hhot or wirvioo, Boon aftar omlio- 
dicd in the Federal ConHtitMlloii ; and in 
tlilti Hhapo, iho entire ordinanco w«h luloplod 
(jHly'lslth) by a ununimoun voto, Ofiorgia 
und tho (jarolinaa concurring. 

III. 

UNDKK TUIH C'ONSTITUTION. 

TitK old Articlcn of Oonfodcrtttion having 
proved inndcqnalo tx> tho creation and main- 
tenance of a capable and cfllciont national or 
central authoiity, a Convention of DologateB 
from tho several States, wna legally aaaem- 
bled in Philadelphia, in 1787— George Wash- 
ington President ; and the result of its labora 
wjis our present Federal Constitution, though 
some .amendments, mainly of tho nature of 
roatrictiona on Federal power, wore proposed 
by tho several State Conventions assembled, 
to pass upon that Constitution, and adopted. 
Tho following are all tho provisions of that 
instrument, which arc presumed to relate to 
the subject of Slavery : 

(Pronmblo) ; " Wo, Iho people of tho Uuitod 
States^ in oruor to form a ntoro perfect Union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, 
provide for tho common dofonee, promote tho go- 
nero' wolforo, nnd secure tho bleBsinga of liberty 
to ourselves nnd our poeterity do ordoin nnd 
ostoblish this Constitution for the United 8tatoa 
of America. 

"Art. I. 5 1. All legislative powers herein 
prranted, shall be vested in a Congress of tho 
United States, which shall consist of a Senate ond 
House of Representatives. 

" 4 2. • • * Representatives and direct tazea 
shall be apportioned among tho several States 
which may be included within this Union, accord- 
ing to their respective numbers, which shall be 
determined, by adding to the whole number of 
free persons, including those bound to servitude 
for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. 

" $ 9. The taigration or iraportction of snch 
persons as any ot the States now existing, ehall 
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by 
the Congress prior to the year 1808 ; but a tax or 
duty may be imposed, not exceeding ten doUars 
on each person. 

" ITie privilege of the writ of haheaa corpus 
shall not be suspended, unless when, in cajses of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may re- 
quire it. 

" No bill of attainder, or ex pott facto laws 
shall be passed. 

" Art. III. $ 3. Treason against the United 
States, shall consist only in levying war against 
them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving 
them aid and comfort. 

" Art. IV. $ 2. The citizens of each State shall 
be entitled to all the privileges of citizens, in the 
several States. 

" No person held to service or labor in one 
State, under the laws thereof^ escaping into 
another, shall, in consequence of any lawor regu- 
lation therein, be discharged from such seivice or 
labor, but shall bo delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom such service or labor may bo 
due. 

"$ 3. New States may be admitted by the 
Congress into this Union ; but no new State shall 
be formed or erected within tho jurisdiction of 
any other Stnte ; nor any State bo formed by the 
junction of two or more States, or partM of States* 
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Trlthout llio CiMiHont of iht> UiKlnlfttitnNH «f Hi" 
H(«ton (loii(M)riKf(l, m w<iH on of llio Oougi«in. 

" Tlio OongroHH nUriU linvci powdf t<> dinj)(>t^o 
of, (tiid innko nil iio»<llfu|l rulon nit<l rrKulatloiin r«.>- 
rtpoiiliiiK lUo torrlt/ory or olhorjiroiUirly, I>oI»^i)^{1iik 
Ut tlio Uiiilwl HtntoHt auil iiotliiiiif In thin IJoiiHU- 
l.nliou nhiill.tio no ooimlrMod on to in<J«<U(io any 
oldiiiin of tlio UnKod Bt(itcH, or of iiuy ixirtioulnr 
Htnlo. 

" f 4 Tlio Unittnl Htaton nhiiU tfunrautoo to 
ovory fltato in thin Uuloii, a roiinlilioan form of 
govcrninont, ami aUnW prolooi ofich of thorn 
nffiviiint iiivanllon ; niul on iipplicntion of tlio lc|j;iH- 
Inturu, or of thu cxocutivo when tho loglulntiiro 
oitimoi, bo ooiivciioil, ngiiluRf. doincBtio vioUmco. 

•'Art. VI. Thi» (yoiitilituHon. (iiid tholftWfi of 
tho United HIntoH, wIiluU eliall bo iimdo in pur- 
nunnco Ihoroof, nnd nil tiio tronticH iniidOj or 
ivliioli Hhnll bo mmlo, under tho nuthority ot tho 
Uuitod StntcB, tihiill bo tho HUpromo law of the 
land ; nnd tho jndgoii in ovory 8tuto fihivU be 
boniul tlioroby, (inythiiig in tho Conptitntion or 
laWH of any atiito to tho contrary notwithatnnd- 
Ing." 

Tho above are all— and perhaps more than 
all— the clauses of the tJonstitution, that 
have boon quoted on one side or the other m 
bearing upon the subject of Slavery. 

It will be noted that the word " slave," or 
" slavery" does not appear therein. Mr. 
Madison, who was a lavdiiig and observant 
member of tho Convention, and who took 
notes of its daily proceedings, aiBrms that 
this silence wna designed — ^the Convention 
being unwilling that the Constitution of the 
United States should recognize property in 
human beings. .In passages wnere slaves 
are presumed to be ccotemplated, they are 
uniformly designated as persons," never as 
property. Contemporary history proves 
that it was the belief of at least a large por- 
tion of the delegates that Slavery could not 
long survive the final stoppage of the slave- 
trade, which was expected to ^and did) occur 
in 1808. And, were Slavery this day banished 
forever from the country, there might, indeed, 
be some superfluous stipulations in the 
Federal compact or charter ; but there are 
none which need be repealed, or essentially 
modified. 

A direct provision for the restoration of 
fugitive slaves to their masters was, at least 
oace, voted down .by the Convention. 
Finally, the clause respecting persons " held 
at service or labor," was proposed by 
Mr. Butler, of South Oarolina, and adopted, 
with little or no opposition. 

The following, among the amendments 
to the Constitution proposed by the 
ratifying conventions of one or more States, 
and adopted, are supposed by some to bear 
on the questions now agitated relative to 
Slavery : 

" Art I. Congress shall make no law respeot- 
ing an establlsbmeat of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exerciae thereof; or abridging the free- 
dom of speech, or of the press ; or of the rights 
of the people peacefully to assemble, and to 
petition the Qovenunent for a redress of griev- 
ances; 

"Art. II. A well-regulated militia being neoos- 
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iirry Ut tho nnonrlty of n ft-oo Htntfl, tho .,ht of 
tho poiiplo to ko«)p nnd boor nnnw nhnll iu>t ba 
hifriiigod. 

" A i tv V. No piirnnn HhnU b<i * • • deprived of 
lifo, liberty, or proptniy, without duo proetuMi of 
law I nor hImvII privnlo property bo taken for pul|>- 
lie nno without Ju«t ooni(>onHation>" 

IV. 

CKHHIONH OF HOUTUI!!llN TltUKlTOBY. 

TiiK State of Kkntuciicv wafl HCt olf from 
tho Btato of Virginia in 1790, by mutual 
agrceniout, and ivumitUid into tho Univtn by 
tict of CongroJHH, piuwcd Ftsbruary 4th, 1791 ; 
to t4iko effcci June iBt, 1792. It wm never 
a territory of the United Stal«a, nor under 
Federal juriadiction, except as a State, and 
inherited 81av«!rv from the ' Old Dominion/ 

Tho State of North Carolina, like Hovcral 
others, claimed, during and after tho Ilovolu- 
tion, tliat her territory extended westward to 
tho Misaiasippi. Tho settlers west of tho 
AUeganies restated this claim, and a portion 
of them a8.sumed to establish (1784-5) thO 
State of Frankland, in what is now Eu3t 
Tennessee ; but North Carolina forcibly re- 
sisted and subvert<:d this, and a considerable 
portion of the people of the embryo State de- 
rided its authority, and continued to act and 
vote as citizens of North Carolina. A dole- 
gate (William Cocke) was sent from Frank- 
land to the Continental Congress, but was 
not received by that body. On the 22nd of 
December, 1789, however — one month after 
her ratification of the Federal Constitution — 
North Carolina passed an act, ceding, on 
certain conditions, all her territory west of 
her present limits to the United States. 
Among the conditions exacted by her, and 
agreed to, by Congress, (Act approved April 
2nd, 1790) is the following : 

"Provided alwat/s, thutno regulations made, or 
to be made, by Congress shall tend to emaucipata 
slaves." 

Greorgia, in like manner, ceded (April 2nd, 
1802) the territories lying west of her pre- 
sent limits, now forming the States of Ala- 
bama and Mississippi. Among the con- 
ditions exacted by her, and accepted by the 
United States, is the following : 

" Fifthly. That the territory thus ceded shall be* 
come a State, and be admitted into the Union as 
soon as it shall contain sixtjr thousand firee inhabit- 
ants, or, at an earlier period, if Congress shall 
think it expedient, on the. same concutions and 
restrictions, with the same privileges, and in the 
same manner, as is provided in the ordinance 
Congress of the 13th day of July, 1787, for the 

tovernment of the Western territory of the United 
tales ; which ordinance shall, in all its parts, ox- 
tend to the territory contained in the present act 
of Cession, the article only excepted which forbids 
slavery." 

V. 

EARLY ATTEMPTS TO OVERRIDBi TH8 
ORDI.NAKOS. 

When Ohio (1802-3) wto madQ * 
State, the residue of me vast region^ 
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(Orlgliiiilly oouvoycil by t1>o onliiH\iu;«» of 
*Si7, -yuh' <?ohtlurt<;c1l \mhr Fcd^rul nunilHRtS 
hy tlu> niHuo of " IniUiina'rorrilwry," wlHUCof 
Wm. Hoiiry iruvrinon (flinco r\THulonfc) wua 
uttpoinUMl aoveruor. An ettiiumt, thouffh 
ciui(>t, (iHorl; wftfi miulfl by th(i Virninm do- 
in(!ut, which iho h)oiitiou of hor inilitiuy 
bounty wiirruntfi on the .toil of Ohio litul in- 
ftiHod int(» that embryo tiUix', to hiivci 
Hhivory for a liinitod toi rn uvithorizwl in hor 
fli-Ht O'onHtitntion ; bvitit vim HtrcniioUHly lo- 
siBtdd by tlio Now IJnghuul cluuunit, which 
w<irt.fur inorc coiiHiilcriiblo, iumI dcfoiitcd. Tho 
VirginiuiiH qithor \m\ or profcaacd to have tho 
count(!niuico of President Jcfibrfion, thou^?h 
JiiR hostility to Sliivory, iw » porinanont hocuvI 
fltiito, Hn 'iubtcd. It wiiH quite commonly 
argued that, .ough Slavery was ii\iurion8 m 
the long run, yet, as an expedient wlnle 
clearing away the heavy forcata, opening 
Bettlemonts irt tho wilderness, and Burmountuig 
the inevitablo hardships and privations oi 
border life, it might be tolerated, and even 
regarded with favor. Accordinglv, tho new 
Territory of Indiana made repeated efforts to 
procure a relaxation in her favor of the re- 
strictive clause of the Ordinance of '87, one of 
.them through the instrumentality of a Con- 
vention assembled in 1802-3, and presided 
over by the Territorial Governor ; so he, 
with the great body of his fellow-delegates, 
memorialized Conr'ess, among other thin^^s, 
to suspend temporarily the operation of the 
sixth article of the Ordinance aforesaid. 
This memorial was referred in the House to 
a select committee of three, two of them 
from Slave States, with the since celebrated 
John Randolph as chairman. On the 2nd of 
March, 1803, Mr. Randolph made what ap- 
pears to have been a unanimous report from 
this Committee, of which we give so much as 
relates to Slavery— as follows : 

The rapid population of the State of Ohio 
Bufficiently evinces, in the opinion of yonr com- 
mittee, that the labor of slaves is not necessary 
to promote the growth and settlement of colonies 
in that region. That this labor— demonstrably 
the dearest of any— can only be employed m tho 
cultivation of products more valuaole than any 
known to that quartej of the United States ; that 
the Committee deem it highly dangerous and in- 
espedient to impair a provision wisely calculat^ 
to promote the happiness and. prosperity of the 
Horthwestem country, and to give strength and 
security to that extensive frcmtier. In the salutary 
operatton of this.Baafacious and benevolent re- 
BtTftint, it is believed that the inhabitants of In- 
diana wiH, at no very distant day, find ample re- 
.muneration for a temporary privation of labor, 
' and of emigration." 

The Committee proceed discnsB other 
sabjects set forth in the prayer of the memo- 
rial, and conclude with eight resolves, whereof 
the only one relating to Slavery is as fol- 
low& : 

«« Retolved, Thatitis inexpedient to suspend, for 
, A limited time, the operation of the sixth article of 
'^tb^ compact between the original States and the 
•'people and State* west of the river Ohio." 



'n»ln llopot-t, having bi!0!n made at tho oloflo 
of the Hoiinirtn, wan I'flftn n'il at tho next to a 
litn/ <J(»tnniitteo, whereof Ciomir Rodney, a 
now RoproHontalivo from Delaware, wiw 
Ohaitnian. Mr. llodiioy from thin Coniinitr 
too reported (February I7th, 1801), 

" Thftt, tnkiiig into tliolr coniiidorntiou tlio fn«li 
Htated in tlio raid nioiuorlHl nud pcitilion, thoy mo 
induflwl to Imluwo thnt rt nimlificd HiuiponHioii, tor 
n limited thnc, of tlio mxth nrliolo of oonipiiot lio- 
twopu tho qriglnnl Stiitou luid tho nooplo anU 
8Uil«H wti«t of tho river Ohio, niiglit )o produo- 
tivo of honortt and udvantHRO to i>md lorntory. , 

THio Report goca on to diHcusfl tho other 
topics embrncod in the Indiana memorial, and 
concludoji with eight rcHolves, of which tho 
first (and only one relative to Slavery) la oB 
follows : 

Rcnolveil, Tliot tho sixth nrtiolo of the Or- 
dinnnco of 1787, wliioU proliibitcd slavery 
witliin tho said Territory, bo Buspondod in a 
qunlifiod manner, for ton yonrs, so ns to po"'"! 
tho introduction of Hlnvoa, born witlnn theUnitoa 
Stntoa, from any of tho individual States ; priy- 
viilcil, that such indivirtunl State doce not P«r«»t 
tho importation of slnvoH from foreign countries : 
and provided, further, tlmt tho desoonJftnte ol 
oil 'fuoh slftvoB Hhnll, if ninlcs, bo froo at the ago 
of twonty-ftvo years, and, if females, at tho ogo 
of twonty-ono years." 
The House took no action on this Repor^. 
The original memorial from Indiana, with 
several additional memorials of like purport, 
was again, in 1805-6, referred by the House 
to f». select committee, whereof Mr. Garnett 
of "V ivginia was chairman, who, on the 14th 
of February, 1806, made a report in favor of 
the prayer of the petitioners— as follows : 

That, having attentively considered the facts 
stated in the said petitions and memoriols, they 
ore of opinion that a qualified suspension, for a 
limited time, of the sixtb article of compact no- 
tween the original Stotes, and the people and 
States west of the river Ohio, trould be beneficial 
to the people of tb© Indiana Territory. The sua- 
pension of this article is an olyeot ahnost umver- 
BoUy desured in that Territory. 

It appears to yonr committee to be a question 
entirely different from that between Slavery and 
Freedom j inasmuch as it would merely occasion 
the removal of persona, ahready slaves, fromone 
part of the conntry to another. The good efiecta 
of this suspension, in the present instance, would 
be to accelerate the population of that Territory, 
hitherto retarded by the operation of thot article 
of compact, a« elave holderB emigrating mto the 
Western country might then indulge any prefer- 
ence which they might feel for a settlement m 
the Indiana Territory, metead of seeking, as ttey 
are now compelled to do, settlements «» other 
States OT countries permitting the introduction of 
slaves. The condition of the slaves themselvM 
would be much ameliorated by it, fts it is evident, 
from experience, thot the more they aro separated 
and diffused, the more cure and attention ere be 
stowed on them by their mosters— each proprietor 
having it in his power to increase their Comforts 
and conveniences, in proportjon to the smallnesa 
of their numbers. The dangers, too, (if any are 



01 ineir nuinuenj. luv mu^via, m^, y' ""J 

to bo apprehended) from too large a black popu- 
lation existing in any one section of country, 
would certainly be very much diminished, if not 
entirely removed. But, whether dangers are to 
be feared from this source or not, it is certainly^ mx 
obvious dictate of sound policy to guard against 
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tliflin, nn fnr iin {lontiblo. If thin dnntfor donn ox- 
or Umio if\»l»y tmuno to npprolM'Uil H;. aimI owv 
WiiHliiru brdtlinm nr*f nui oiily williuit but (itvil- 
txiiiri <(> w ill tnkliiff pif^onutloim <»tfnliiiti it. 
woiilil U not, III) w'lMi Ut thoir ni^nlnllmcoT 

Wo Hlioulfl tioudtU rtHMolvoH, wltUout iiUuriiili; 
tliOHi, (in tliciir p(i)[>ulation iiuint ntvvnyn no fiif cwi- 
c.o«(l (uiyl)l(uiU |iopul(itiou wliidKiunovor oxint in 
flmt <!onn(ry, im Ut nmlvit the id»ia oC tlmugor from 
Ihrit, miuido <!liimoijoul. 

Af(<!r <liK«"HHiiiK other fiubjoote embodied 
in llic ludiuiia luomorial, tho coininittwj cIoho 
witii a mv'm of IIcmoIvch, wluc-h they coin- 
Hioiid to the luloplioii of the llouso. Th« 
firat and only one gcnnano to ovir aubject 
ifl na followfl : 

RcDohnul, 'I'lmt tl>o flixth nrticlo of tbo Oiiii- 
«anco of 1787. wliich iirohibitn Slavery within 
tlio Iiulluiiii Torritory, ho BUHpciidod for ton 
yoiiiB, HO nH to ponnit t!io introduction of ulavcn, 
uorn williiii tlio United IBtntoB, from any of tJio 
individual Htutua. 

This report and resolve were committed 
and made a flpeciai order on the Monday 
following', but wore never taken into c ^UBid- 
erai/ion. 

Ai the next session, a fresh letter from 
Gov. William Henry IJarrison, inclosing re- 
solves of the Xiegislative Council and House 
of lieprescntatives in favor of suspcndiug:, for 
a limited period, the sixth article of compact 
aforesaid, was received (Jan. 21st, 1807J and 
referred to a Select Committee, whereof Mr. 
B. Parke, delegate from said Territory, was 
made chairman. The entire Committee (Mr. 
Nathaniel Macon of N. C. beiag now Speak- 
er) consisted of 

Messrs. Alston of N. C. Rhea of Tenn. 

MnsterH of N. Y. Sandford of Ky. 

Morrow of Ohio. Trigg of Va. 

Parke of Ind. 

Mr. Parke, from this Committee, made 
(Feb. 12th,) a third Report to the House in 
favor of granting the prayer of the memo- 
rialistfl. It is aa follows : 

" The resolntions of the Leeialative Council 
and House of Representatives of the Indiana Ter- 
ritory, relate to a suspenfflon, for the term of ten 
years, ot the sixth article of compact between the 
United States and the Territories and States north- 
West of the river Ohio, passed the 13th July, 1787. 
That article declares that there aboil be neither 
Slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said 
Territttry. 

" The snspension of the said article would ope- 
rate an immediate and essential benefit to the Ter- 
ritory, OS emigration to it will be inconsiderable for 
many years, except from those States where Sla- 
very Is tolerated. 

" And although it is not considered expedient to 
force the population of the Territory, yet it is de- 
sirable to connect its scattered settlements, and, in 
admitted political rights, to place it on an equal 
footing with the different States. From the inte- 
rior situation of the Territory, it is not believed 
that slaves could ever become so numerous as to 
endanger the internal peace or future prosperity 
of the country. The current of emigration flow- 
ing to the Western country, the Territories should 
all be opened to their introduction. The abstract 
qufistion of Liberty and Slavery is not involved in 
."•uib proposed measure, as Slavery now exists to a 
considerable extent in different parts of the Union -, 



it would not auginoni, tliA nuiiilior of nIavoR, but 
iiioroly iuilliori'/;<) tlio rouioviil to ludlniin of mioh 
m nro hold in IwndnKO In Hio Unilcil Hintiin. If 
Hluvory in nii ovil, incniin ought to Im dovlnud to 
midoi' it l.ifiHt dnngoroun to \\w (Miinnuniity, nnd 
•ly wlilch tlio htiplcunnituation of tliiinlavon would 
h\i nioMl: nn\(tliorut«)d ) and to noconmliiih thiwo oil- 
Jvctn, no uicimuro would bo m omxitiiitl an (b^ 
Olio propoBcd. Tlio ConHiillloo, thftniforo, ro- 
nptwtTuUy rilibnilt to the Itousu Iho following rcHO- 
lulion: 

" Kenolvcd, Thnt It in oxpodiont to suHiiond, 
from and after tlio let daj of Jniiuaryj 1H08, tlij 
sixth article of <:onipuot between the Ifiiilod 8fat(* 
and tlio Tcrritoriuh nnd Bttiton norllnvoHt of th* 
()hio, pasHod tlio 13th day of July, 1787, for tli* 
term ot ton yearn." 

This report, with ita iprodeccfisors, wan 
committwl, and made a special order, but 
never takcft into consideration. 



The fiamo letter of Gen. Tlarrison, and ro« 
solves of the Indiana Legislature, were sub- 
mitted to the Senate, Jan. 21 st, 1807. ThoV 
were laid on the Irblo " for consideration," 
and do not appear to have even been referred 
at that session ; but at the next, or first svth 
sion of the fourth Congross, which convened 
Oct. 2Gth, 1807, the President (Nov. 7th) 
submitted a letter from Gen. Harrison ant" hi* 
Legislature — whether a new or the old one 
does not appear — and it was now referred to 
a select committee, consisting of Messrs. J". 
Franklin of N. C, Kitchel of N. J., and 
Tiffin of Ohio. 

Nov. 13th, Mr. Franklin, from said com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 

" The Jjcgislative Council and House of Rep- 
resentatives, in their resolutions, express theiir 
sense of the propriety of introducing Slavery into 
their Territory, and solicit the Congress of th© 
United States to suspend, for a given number of 
years, the sixth article of compact, in the ordf- 
nance fdr the government of the Territory north- 
west of the Ohio, passed the 13th day of Juljr, 
1787. That articje declares : ' There shall be nci 
ther Slaveiy nor involuntary servitude within the 
said Territory.' 

"The citizens of Clark Couaty, in their renio» 
strance, express their sense of.tbo improprie^ of 
the measure, and solicit the Congress of thtt 
United States not to act on the subject, so as to 
permit the introduction of slaves into the Terri- 
tory ; at least, until their population shall entitle 
them to form a conBtitntaon and State govern- 
ment. 

" Your Committee, after duly considering the 
matter, respectfully submit the following resolu- 
tion : 

*' Resolved, That it is not expedient at this time 
to suspend the sixth article of compact for tfcs 
government of the Territory of the United States- 
northwest of the River Ohio." 

And here ended, so far as -We have beea 
able to discover, the effort, so long and ears'- 
estly persisted in, to procure a suspensSoa of 
the restriction in the Ordinance of 1781, so as 
to admit Slavery, for a limited term, iato thte 
Terrritory lying between the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, now forming the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Micnigan,. and lIRm 
coDsio. 



VI. 

The vast aod indefinite temtorj known 
lu Loaisituia, was ceded by France to the 
United States in the year 1803, for the mm 
of 815,000,000, of wMch $3,750,000 was de- 
voted to the payment of American claims on 
France. This territory had just before been 
ceded by Spain to France without pecnniary 
bonsideratioQ. Slaveholding had long been 
hgai therein, alike under Spanish ai^ French 
rale, and the Treaty of Cesjsicoii oontaiued 
the following stipulation : 

' " Art III. The iahabitaate of tbe ceded terri- 
tory shall he inoorporeted into the Union of the 
Umted iSt&tes, and admitted as soon es possible, 
according to Use principles of the Federal Consti- 
tution, to the enjoj'ment of all the rights, advan- 
tages and immnnities of citizens of the United 
IStstes ; and in the mean time they shall be main- 
Uoaed and protected in the free enioyment of 
their liberty, property, and the religion which 
ttiey profess." 

The State of Lonisiana, embodying the 
IBOuthern portion of this acquired territory, 
was recognized by Congress in 1811, and 
fiilly admitted in 1812, with a State Cousti- 
tation. Those who chose to dwell among 
tbe inhabitants of the residue of the Lou- 
isiana purchase, henceforth called Missouri 
Territory, continued to hold slaves in its 
l^iarse and small, but increasing settlements, 
mainly in its southeastern quarter, and a 
|MP0-slavery court — ^perhaps any court — 
would undoubtedly nave pronounced Sla- 
Tery legal anywhere on its vast expanse, 
fit>in the Mississippi to tlie crests of the 
Rocky Mountains, if not beyond them, and 
■from the Red River of Louisiana to the Lake 
of tJie "Woods. 

The XVth Oongrees assembled at Wash- 
ington, on Monday, Dec. 1st, 1817. fleniy 
Clay was chosen Speaker of the House. Mr. 
John Scott appeared on the 8th, as delegate 
from Missouri Territory, aud was admitted 
to a seat as such. On the 16th of March fol- 
lowing, he presented petitions of sundry in- 
Ifaabitants of Missouri, in addition to similar 
petitions already presented by him, praying for 
the admission of Missouri into the Uni<m as 
a State, which were, on motion, referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of 

Messrs. Scott of Mo. Polndexter of Miss. Ro- 
bertson of Ky. Hendricks of Ind. Livermore 
of N. H. Mills of Mass. Baldwin of Pa. 

April 3rd, Mr. Scott, from this Commit- 
tee, reported a bill to authorize the People 
of Missouri Territory to form a Constitution 
sad State QovemmeDt, and for the admission 
«f such Slate into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States ; which bill 
WOM rend the first and second time, and sent 
to the Committee of the Whole, where it 
iispt for the remainder of the session. 

That Congress convened at Washington I 



for its aeooad session, on the of Xovcm- 
ber, 1818. Feb. 13th, the House went into 
Committee of die Whole — Qm. Smith, of 
Md., in the chair— and took np the Missouri 
bill aforesaid, which was considered through 
that sitting, as also that of the 15th, when 
several amendments were adopted, the most 
important of which was the following, moved 
in Committee by Gen. James Tallmsidge, of 
Dutchess County, New York, (lately de- 
ceased :) 

"And provided cZ«o,That the farther introduc- 
tion of SiBTery or involuntary servitude be pro- 
hibited, except few the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the party shall be duly convicted : and 
that all children of slaves, born within the said 
StAte, after the admission thereof into the Union , 
shall be free, but may be held to service until the 
age of twenty-fiTC years." 

On coming out of Committee, the Yeas and 
Nays were called on the question of agreeing 
to this amendment, which was sustained by 
the following vote : [taken first on agreeing 
to so much of it as precedes and includes the 
word " convicted."] 

YEAS~For the Restriction: 

Niw Hampshire.— Clifton Clagett, Samuel 
Hale, Arthur Livermore, Nathaniel Upham — 4. 

Massachusetts— {then including Maine). — 
Benjamin Adams, Samuel C. AiienTwalter Fol- 

fer, jr., Timothy Puller, Joshua Gage, Enoch 
(incoln, Elijah H. Mills, Marcus Morton, Jere- 
miah Nelson, Benjamin Orr, Thomas Rice, Na- 
thaniel Euffglos, Zabdiel Sampeon, Nathaniel 
Silsbee, John Wilson — 15. 
Rhode Island— -James B. Mason — 1. 
Connecticut.— Sylvester Gilbert, Ebenozer 
Huntington, Jonathan O. Moseley, Timothy Pit- 
kin, Samuel B. Sherwood, Nathaniel Terry, Tho- 
mas S. Williams — 7. 

Veemont.— Samuel C. Crafla, Williom Hunter, 
Orsamus C. Merrill, Charles Rich, Mark Rich- 
ards — 5. 

New-Toek.— Oliver C. Comstock, John P. 
Cushman, John R. Drake, Benjamin ElUoott Jo- 
siah Hasbrouck, John Herkimer, Thomas H. 
Hubbard, William Irving, DoiTance Kirtland, 
Thomas Lawyer, Jolm Palmer, John Savage, 
Philip J. Schuyler, John C. Spencer, Treadwell 
Scudder, James Tallmadge, JohnW. Taylor, Ca- 
leb Toinpkius, Geo. Townsend, Peter H. Wen- 
dover, Rensselaer Weaterlo, James W. Wilkin, 
Isaac Williams — ^23. 

Nkw-Jersev.— Ephraim Bateraan, Benjamin 
Bennett, Charles Kinsey, John Linn, Henry 
Southard — 5. 

Penksjxvania. — William Anderson, Andrew 
Boden, Isaac Darlington, Joseph Heister, Joseph 
Hopkinson, Jacob Hostetter, William Maclay, 
William P. Maclay, David Marchand, Robei-t 
Moore, Samuel Moore, John Murray, Alexander 
Ogle, Thomas Patterson, Levi Pawling, Thomas 
J. Rogers, John Serjjeant, James M. Wtdlat-e, 
John Whiteside, William Wilson— 20. 

Ohio. — Levi Barber, Philemon Beecher, John 
W. Campbell, Samuel Herrick, Peter Hitchcock 
—5. 

Indiana.— William Hendricks_l. 
D«LAWAR£.— Will&rd Hall— 1. 

Total Yeas 87 — only one (the last named) 
from a Slave State. 

NAYS — Against the Restriction: 

Massachosetts. — John Holmes, Jonathaa 
Mason, Henry Shaw— 3. 
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' Vsw^Toic-^Damdi Crvgor, Dsvtd A. Ogim, 
fbmr ft. Storre— a. 

Ksw-Jehset. — Joiegh Blooinfield*->I, 

SfEW-HAMPSHiRK.— *iohn F, PazTott — ^1. 

Ohio. — William Henry HaniBon — 1. 

IllikuIs. — John McLean — 1. [10 from Free 
States.] 

Delawark.— F oris McLsne — ^1. - — — 
MARTI.AKD. — Atuttibald Aastin.Tbomaa Bajly; 
ThomaiB Cttibreth, Peter Little, George Peter, 
Philip Roed, Samael Ringgold, Samuel Smitii, 
Philip Stuart— 9. 

ViRGiKiA.— William Lee Ball, Philip P. Bar- 
boor, Barweil Bamett, William A. Bnrreli, Ed- 
ward Colston, Bobert S. Gamett, James Johnson, 
WiKiam J. Lewis. William McCoy, Hugh Nelscm, 
niomas M. Nelson, John Pegram, James Pindall. 
Jai<!io8 Ploaeaats, Ballard Smith. Alexander 
Smvth, Henry St George Tncker, John Tyler— 
18.' 

North Ca.roli]!?a. — Joseph H. Bryan, William 
Davidson, Weldon N. Edwards, Charles Fisher, 
Thomas H. Hall, Jamea Owen, Lemuel Sawyer, 
Thomas Little, Jesse Slocumb, James O. Smith, 
James Stewart, Felix Walker, Lewie WiUsams— 
13. 

South Carolisa. — James Ervin, William 
Lowndes, Henry Middleton, Wilson Nesbitt, El- 
bert Simkins, Sterling Tucker — 6. 

Georgia.— Joel Abbot, Thomas W. Cobb, Za- 
doo Cook, William Terrell— 4. 

KKNTUCKr.— Richard C. Anderson, jr., Joseph 
Desha, Richard M. Johnson, Anthony New, 
Thomas Newton, George Robertson, Thomas 
Spoed, David Trimble, David W^alker~9. 

TiHNKssEK.— William G. Blount, Francis 
Jones, George W.L Marr, John Rhea — 4. 

Mississippi - -George Poindexter — 1. 

Louisiana.— Thomas Butler — 1. 

Total Nays, 76—10 from Free States, 66 
from Slave States. 

The House now proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the reported amendment [from the 
word " convicted" above] , which was like- 
wise sustained. — Yeas 82 ; Nays 78. 

Messrs. Barber and Campbell of Ohio, Linn of 
N. J., and Mason of R. I., who on the former divi- 
sion voted Yoa, now voted Nay. 

Messrs. Schuyler and Westerlo of N. Y. (Yeas 
before) did not vote now. Gen. Smith of Md. 
ohfuagod from Nay before to Yea now. 

So the whole amendment—as moved by 
Gfen. Talimadge in Committee of the Whole, 
and there carried — was sustained when report- 
ed to the House. 

. Mr. Storrs of New- York (opposed to 
the Restriction), now moved the striking out 
of so much of the bill as provides that the 
new State shall be admitted into the Union 
"on an equal footing with the original 
States" — which, he contended, was nullified 
by the votes just taken. The House nega- 
tived the motion. 

Messrs Desha of Ky., Cobb of Ga., and 
&he% of Teon., declared against the bill as 
amended. 

Messrs. Scott of Mo., and Anderson of 
Ky., preferred the "bill as amended to none. 

The House ordered- the bill, as amended, 
to a third reading ; Yeas 98 ; Nays 56. The 
bill thus passed tne House next day, and was 
Bent to the Senate. 

The following sketch of the debate on this 



nestion (Feb. 15th} appean in the Apf«a- 
ix to Nues's Register, voL zvL 

BOtrSE OF RKP&XSKirTATIVES, rxB. 15, 1819. 

Mr. Talimadge, of New York, having 
moved the following ameodmeat, on the Saturday 
preceding— 

" And ]»rovided that the ititroduction of Stevery. 
or invMuiUary tertit%dr, be prohibited, excqi 
for the punitkmetU of crimet, whereof the partjf 
hat been duly convtcted, and that all ch4Zdre» 
born within the eaid State, after the admissim 
thereof into ike Union, thalt he declared fret- at 
the age of 25 gears." 

Mr. FcTLLEB, of Massachusetts, said, that 
in the admission of new States into the Union. h» 
considered that Congress had a discretionary 
power. By the 4th article and 3d s^tion of th« 
Constitation, Cong^ress are authorized to admii 
them ; but nothing in that section, or in any part 
of the Constitution, eiijoius the admission as im- 
perative, under any circumstances, if it wt»e 
otherwise, he would request gentlemen to point 
out what were the circumstances or conditiont 
precedent, which being found to ezist^ Congress 
must admit the new State. All discretion would, 
in such case, be taken from Congress, Mr. F. said, 
and deliberation would be useless. The boo. 
speaker (Mr. Clay) has stud that Consjress has no 
nght to prescribe any condition whatever to the 
newly -organised States, but must admit them by ft 
simple act, leaving their soveremity unrestricted. 
[Here the speaker explained — ^he did not intend 
to be understood in so broad a sense as Mr. P. 
stated.] With the explanation of the honorable 
gentleman, Mr. F. said, I still think his ground aa 
untenable as before. We certainly have a righL 
and our duty to the nation requires, that we should 
examine the actual state of things :u the proposed 
State; and, above all, the Constitution expressly 
makes a rkpublican form of ^over>imcnt in the 
several States a fundamental pnnciple, to be pre- 
served under the sacred guarantee of the national 
legislature.— lArt. 4, sec. 4.1 It cleardj, therefore, 
is the duty of Congress, before admitting a new 
sister into the Union, to ascertain that her consti- 
tution or form of government is republican. Now, 
sir, the amendment m-oposed by the gentleman 
from New York, Mr. Talimadge, merely requires 
that Slavery shall be probibifced in Missouri. Deep 
this imply anything more than that ita constitu- 
tion shall be republican ? The existence of Slavery 
in any State is, go far^ a departure from repubU- 
can principles. The Declaration of Independence, 
penned by the illustrious statesman then, and at 
this time, a citizen of a State which admits Slave- 
ry, defines the principle on which our national 
and state constitutions ore all professedly founded. 
The second paragraph of that instrument begins 
thus : "We hold these truths to be self evident — 
that all nu'.n are created equal — that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights; that among these are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happmess." Since, then, it cannot 
bo denied that slaves are men, it follows that tliey 
are, in a purely republican government, bornfrce, 
and are entitled to liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness. [Mr. Fuller was here interrupted by seve- 
ral gentlemen, who thought it improper to quee- 
tion in debate the republicsu chiiracter of the 
slave-holding States, which had also a tendency, 
as one gentleman (Mr. Colston, of V^irgima) soiia, 
to deprive those States of the right to hold slaves 
as property, and he adverted to the probability 
that there might be slaves in the gallery, listening 
to the debate.] Mr. F. assured the gentleman 
that nothing was farther from his thoaghts, than 
to question on (hat floor, the right of Virginm and 
other States, which held slaves when the Consti- 
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WUK Ui(i». i.iilOoot thi) Ndti'duil JjKiHiBlaturo «t>"lu 
not InlcrHno, unit oii({hf, mtt t« rtfUimpt It. Hut, 
Mr. I*'. ««nit.»ii»M)(l, if Rflnllomon will ho pftticjit, 
Uuiy will MOO tliiil. iiiy roinmhn will noitlior doni- 
^^nU> ft'oui tllo floimtUuHonttl riKht« of Iho S\nim, 
xm from « <luo nifijneot. !.» their novtinil Ibhnii of 
i{ov«nuin<«nt„ Sir, ft, in iny wiiih to allay, imd not 
To oxciU) local «iiuiu)Bitli'"r but I hhull luivor ni- 
iVniH IVoiu aUvuHoiiig niioh nrgiiinoiiln lii ilwhrito an 
my duly roqulrow, nor «lo I b<)]liovo thnt tho rcnd- 
hinc of our r>oolilrntioa of Indopundonuo, or n dlH- 
ouMiilon of ropuhlionu hrinoiplon on nny oocnnion, 
Clin «)ndangor th" vltfhlH, or luorlt tho (uoni»i>roba- 
tion of liny porlou of the Union. 

My rciwou, Mr. Chaiinuvn, fl»r roourrinff to tho 
I)oolnru.ti(»n of our Indonondouoo. wwi to draw 
from na mithority nduiittod in all niirto of tho 
Union, n dollnil.on of tho bnoiu ot nopwbiionn 
irovornmont. If, thou, «U nion havo oqmd righta, 
U can no more comport with tho nrinclploa of n 
froo govorumcnt to oxoludo mou of u ocrtnin color 
from tho oi^oymont of " liberty imd tlio pmeuit 
of linppincHH/' than to oxebido tJioBo who liivvo 
iiot oltdinod « certain portion of wealth, or n cer- 
tain Btaturo of body, or to found tho oxclueion on 
any other caprlcioiui or ncoidental circumBtanco. 
huppoee MiBoouri, before her admiaBion na a 
State, woro to aubmit to ua hor Constitution, by 
Which no poraon could elect, or bo elected to any 
iifBco, unloaa ho poBBcaaod a c2oar annual income 
of twenty thousand dollora ; and auppose wo had 
ABCortainod tbot only Jive, or a very amnll num- 
ber of poraona had such an estate, would this bo 
naythiug moro or less than a real aristocrar.y , 
under n, fcrm nominally vopublioan? Election 
tmd reproBontation, which aomo contend are the 
only easontial principles ol ropublics, would exiat 
only in name — a shadow without anbatancc, a 
body without a soul. Bi t if all the other inhabit- 
ante were to bo made slaves, and more property 
of the favored few, the outrage on jprinciplo would 
bo still more palpable. Yet, air, it ia domonatra- 
bio, that the exclusion of the black population 
from all political freedom, and making them the 
property of Uio whites, is an equally pal^iable in- 
vasion of right, and abandonment of pnuciple. If 
•We do this in tue admission of new btatea, we vio- 
late the Constitution, and wo have not uow the 
excuse which existed when our National Constitu- 
tion was established. Then, to effect a concert 
of Interests, it was proper to make concessions. 
The States where Slavery existed not only claimed 
the right to continue it, but it was manifest that a 
general emancipation of slaves could not be aaked 
of them. Their political existence would have 
been in jeopardy ; both masters and slaves must 
have been involved in the most fatal conse- 
quences. . . 

To guard against such intolerable evils, it is 
provided in the Constitution, " that the migration 
or importation of such persons, as any of the ex- 
isting States think proper to admit, shall not be 
prohibited till 1808."— Art 1, sec. 9. And it is 
provided elsewhere, tLat persons held to service 
Dy the laws of ony State, shall be given up by 
other States, to which they may have escaped, 
etc.— Art. 4, sec. 2. . , , 

These provisions effectually recognized the 
right in the States, which, at the time of framing 
the Constitution, held the blacks in Slavery, to 
continue so to hold them until they should think 
proper to meliorate their condition. The Consti- 
tution is a compact among all the StatfS then ex- 
isting, by which certain principles of governnient 
are established for the whole, and for each indi- 
vidual State. The predominant principle in both 
respects is, that alt, men are fkk«, and have an 
SQXJAL RIGHT TO LiBEKTT, and ttU othCT privi- 
leges i or, in other words, tfa6 predominant princi- 
ple is B£Pt7BLiCANisM, in its loTgest sense. But, 



thoti, Iho flinmo oomimot (lontnins certain oxcop- 
lloud. Tho HtatoH lUou holding ulnvcm nr<( por- 
mittcit, kmi lh<S nowimUlty t)f th« corni, nild fiw tho 
nako of union, to oMiudu tho rupubliouu priiuiipla 
no fur, iiud itnly wo far, an to ititidn their nlavt^s in 
Borvltudo, and alnftlholr proaony, m had bocn tho 
uniijro, until they iihould Ihhik it. proper or nnfo trt 
oonforni to tho pure priuoipln, by uboUBliing Sla- 
very. The compact oout-nini) on ita IViuo tho 
ffcneral principle and tho exception!. tho 
attom,>t to ext/oud Slavery to tho 7wtw Ht(ttc», IbIiv 
direct violation of tho clauBO, which guarantees 
a rmpublicnn form of govorinnont to all tho Statoa. 
ThlH clauBO, ludood, mimt bo coimlruwl in (Hmnno. 
tlon with tho oxccptlonB hotbro iniiiitioned j but it 
cannot, without violonco, bo applied to any other 
StntoH than thoao in which Wavory wiw idlOTVOd 
ot tho formation of tho Conatitution. 

Tho honorable iipoakor citon tho flmt olauno In 
tho 2d Boction of tho Ith nvticlo— " Tho citizoiis of 
each Ht«to shall bo entitled to all tho privilogon 
ond Immunities of oitiaorta of tho Hovorul States," 
which ho thinks would bo violated by tho condi- 
tion irropOBod in tho Conatitution of MieBouri. To 
keep olavOB— to mufco ono portion of tho popula- 
tion tho property of nnothor, hardly donorvcB to 
bo ottllwl a privilege, ainco what is gained by tlio 
mnatoni mUHt bo loat by tho alavoa. but, indo> 
pondontly of this conaidoration, I think tho ob- 
.servntions already otTcrod to tho eommtttoo, ahow- 
ing that holding the black population in oorvitiido 
io an exception to tho general principlca of tho 
Conatitution, and cannot bo ollowcd to extend bC 
yond tho foir import of the terms by which that 
exception ia provided, are a eufflciont answer to 
the objection. The gentleman proceeds in the 
same train of reasoning, ond nska, if Congress catt 
require ono condition, now many moro can bo re- 
quired, and whore these conditions will end ? With 
regord to a republican constitution. Congress nro 
obliged to require tbot condition, and that is 
enough for the present question ; but I contend^ 
further, that Congress hos n right, at their diaoro- 
tion, to require any other reasonable condition. 
Several others wore required of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois and Mississippi. The Stoto of Louisiana, 
which was a part of^ the territory ceded to us ot 
the same time with Missouri, was required to pro- 
vide in. her Constitution for tiials bv jury, the writ 
of habeas corpus, the principles of civil and reli- 

fious liberty, with several others, peculiar to that 
tate. These, certamly, are none of them more 
indispensable ingredients in a republican form of 
government than the equality of privileges of all 
8ie population ; yet these have not been denied to 
bo reasonable, and warranted by the Natir>nal 
Constitution in the admission of now States. Hot 
need gentlemen apprehend thot Congress will set 
no reasonable limits to tho conditions of admis- 
sion. In the exercise of their constitutional dis' 
cretion on this subject, they are, as in all other 
cases, responsible to the people. Their power to 
levy direct taxes is not umited by the Constitti- 
tion. They may lay a tax of one million of dollars, 
or of a hundred millions, without violating tbe 
lettei- of the Constitution ; but if the latter enor- 
mous and unreasonable sum were levied, or evett 
the former, without evident necessity, the peopld 
have the power in their own hands— r speedy 
corrective is found in the return of the elections. 
This remedy is so certain, that the representatives 
lie can never lose sight of it ; and, oo«- 



of the peopL „ 

sequently, an abuse of their powers to any con* 
siderable extent can never be apprehended. The 
same reasoning applies to the exercise of all the 
powers entrusted to Congress, and the admiBsioa 
of new States into the Union is in no respect an 
exception. . 

Ono gentleman, however, has contended against 
the amendment, because it obridgea the rights of 
the slaveholding States to transport their slaves 
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♦ft fllir now Htnton, fVjr niilo or olJxjrwlao.i 'I'hln nr- 
Kummit, III n(loiniit<Ml 1« lie ont'oiosid in vorlouB 
wnyn, unci pwrtioulurly by (lui oInuHO iw tho Coii- 
ftituMnn Innt oitoil. if iKlitiHn, how<ivor, <fl" ii vory 
Qkirur ftunwor, by lOount'inK to tho IHU ocotlon «C 
nrtiolo Inl, which provldDn tlint " lh« ntifftution 
or iinportntion of nuoh povnoun nti nay of tho Hl(it<'H 
thou oxiniiiitg nhnll ndniit|. nhnll not l>o proliibilod 
by ConHroDH till IHOH," Thin olonrly iuipUoii, tlmt 
tho 7niffratio» and inipot laUon niny bo prohibltod 
qftcr tlwit your. Tlio hnportnlion ban ooon pn>- 
liibllod, but thonitgriktlon hnn not hithorto boon ro- 
fltrainod ; Con|.;i()nn, howovor, nwvy roHtrniu it.whoo 
it mtiy bo jndKod oxpediont. It in, indctjd, liou- 
tondod byiionioKonllomoii, IhHtiniffrntlon inolthm* 
BynoDviiioun witli hnporlntion, or that it nionnn 
Boinotnln|{ difloront from tho trannportution of 
Blavvn frouk nno Htnto to another. It oortainly ia 
not Bynonymoufl witli immtrtttlion.nnd wonld not 
havo boon uhoiI if it lind uuou ao. It cannot mean 
eajportulimt, which ia nlao a dotinito and prooiao 
tonn. It cannot inoiui tho roconlion oifrcc. biaoka 
from foreign oountri(», na ia nllcgod by aoino, bo- 
oauBo no poHsiblo rcaa'-n exiatcd for rogulaling 
thoir ndniiaaioii by tho Constitution; no free 
blacka over cauio from Africa, or any other coun- 
try, to tliia ; and to introduoo tho proviaion by tho 
aide of that for tho importation pf alavca, would 
hnvo boon abaurd in the highost degree. What 
altornati^o romaine but to oi)ply tho term " migra- 
tion" to the transportation of alavos from those 
Btatea, where they are admitted to bo hold, to 
other Statoa. Such a provision might havo in 
view a very natural objoot. Tho price of alavop 
might bo aQcctod eo far by a sudden prohibition 
to transport alavea liv m State to State, that it was 
na roaaonablo to guard againot that inconvenience 
QB against tho sudden interdiction of tho importa- 
tion. Hitherto it has not been found nocoaaary 
for Congress to prohibit migration or transport- 
ation from Stato to State. But now it becomes the 
right and duty of Congrosa to guard againat the 
further extension of the intolerable evil and the 
crying enoiinity of Slavery, 

The expediency of tliis measure is very appa- 
ront. The opening of an extensive slave market 
xnW tempt the cupidity of those who, otherwise, 
perhaps, might gradually emancipate their alavvs. 
We have heard much, Mr. Chairman, of the Colo- 
nization Society ; an institution wiiich is the fa- 
vorite of the humane gentlemen in the slavebold- 
ing States. They have long been lamenting the 
miseries of Slavery, and earnestly seeing for a 
remedy compatible with their own safety, and the 
happiness of their slaves. At last the great deside- 
ratum is found — a colony in Africa for the eman- 
cipated blacks. How wul the generous intentions 
of these humane persons be frustrated, if the price 
of slaves is to he doubled by a new and boundless 
market ! Instead of emancipation of tho slaves, 
it is much to be feared, that unprincipled wretches 
will be found kidnapping those who are already 
free, and transporting and selling the hapless vic- 
tims into hopeless bond^e. Sir, I really hope 
that Congress will not contribute to disoonnte- 
nance and render abortive the generous and phi- 
lanthropic views of this most worthy and laudable 
society. Rather let us hope, that the time is not 
very remote, when the shores of Africa, which 
have 80 long been a scene of barbarous rapacity 
and savage cruelty, shall exhibit a race of free 
and enlightened people— the offspring, indeed, of 
cannibals or of Biavea; but displaying the virtues 
of civilization and the energies of mdependent 
freemen. America may then hope to see tho de- 
yelopement of a germ, now scarcely visible, cher- 
ished and matured under tho gonial warmth of 
our country's protection, till the fruit shall appeu 
in the regeneration and happiness of a boundless 
continent. 

Ope argument still remains to be. noticed. It is 



nnld, thnt ww nya bound, by tlio tranty of M«nni|on 
wUJt KrnM<w,to admit t)<o coded t«rrlt(»ry intotij^o 
Union, "n« nwm m iiowiblo," It ia ubvloun 
that thn IVciiidoat «muI liennio, tho tronty-niuklng 
power, miunot uinlto a ntipujiition witli any for- 
eign natiint in derogation of (ho conatilntlonnl 
poworn and duties of thin llouiio, by making it 
nnpcrallvo ou un to whuit tho jiow territory ao- 
oonling to the literal toner of tho phrMno; b^t tho 
(ulditliHial words in treaty, " according to tho 
nrineiplcH of tho ('oustltution," put it boyond all 
d«>ubt that no auch nemiiniHory adnjiaaiou wan 
intended, and that tJto repuulienu prineiplcn of our 
l/'«.nstitu<iou aro to govern un in tlio udniieaion of 
thin, an well us all tho now Statert, In tho nntiou«l 
family. 

Mr. Taixmadqk, of New York, roso-— 

Sir, naid ho, it has boon my d<miro and my intou* 
tion to avoid any debate on tho present painful 
nnd nnplooflant aubjooL When I had tho honor 
to Rubinit to this House tho amendment now undor 
consideration, T accomnaniod it with a declara- 
tion that it was intended to confine its operation 
to tho nowly acquired territory acrosa tho MisaiM- 
sippi ; nnd I then exprcBaly declared, that I would 
in ni manner intormeddio with tho aluvoholding 
Statoa, nor attempt manumiasion in any ono of tho 
original States in tho Union. Sir, I oven wont 
further^ and attttod that I woe oworo of tlio deli- 
cacy ot tho subject — itnd, that I had learned from 
southern gentlemen tho ditlloultios and tho dan- 
gers of having free blacks intermingling with 
slaves : and, on that account, and with a view to 
tho safety of tho white population of tho ntyoining 
Stntcs, i would not oven t'dvooato th^ prohibition 
of Slavery in tho Alabama territory; becauae, 
surrounded ns it was by slaveholding States, and 
with ' nly imaginary lines of division, the inter- 
uourso between slaves nnd free blacks could not 
be prevented, nnd a servile war might be tho re- 
sult. While wo deprecate nnd mourn over the 
evil of Slavery, humanity and good morals require 
ns to wish its obolition, under drcum'-^anoeB con- 
sistent with the safety of the white population. 
Willingly, therefore, will I submit to an evil 
which wo cannot safely remedy. 1 admitted all 
that had been said of the danger of having free 
blacks visible to slaves, and, therefore, did not 
hesitate to pledge myself that I would neither ad- 
vise nor attempt coercive manumission. But, sit, 
all these reasons cease when wo cross the ban^ 
of the Mississippi, into a territory separated by a 
natural boundary — a newly acquired territory, 
never contemplated in the fonmition of our gov- 
ernment, not mcluded within the compronuse or 
mutual pledge in the adoption of our Constitu- 
tion — a new territoiy acqmred by our common 
fund, and ought justly to be subject to our com- 
mon legislation. 

Sir, when I submitted the amendment now 
under consideration, accompanied witli these 
explanations, and with these avowals of my in- 
tentions and of my motives— I did expect that 
gentlemen who might differ from me in opinion 
would appreciate the liberality of my views, and 
would meet me with moderation, as upon a fur 
subject for general legislation. I did expect, at 
least, that the frank declaration of my views 
would protect me fi'om harsh expressions, and 
from the unfriendly imputations wliich have been 
cast out on this occasion. lint, sir, such hoa 
been the character and the violence of this de- 
bate, and expressiono of so much intranperauce, 
and of an aspect so threatening have been used, 
tliat continued silence on my part would ill ba- 
come me, who had submitted to this house the 
original proposition. While this subject waa 
under debate before the Committee of the whole^ 
I did not take the floor, and I avail myself of 
this occasion to acknowledge my obligations to 



'uiy fdehda (Mr. Tnylor and IJr. IJilla) for tho 

■ J.iiaiiner'Mi ~pich. they ouppciirfccid my amendment, 
eta thny wbcn l waa unaWo'.topartalto in tho 

■ dobaCo. I bnd only osi that day retunaed from a 
jbnrnoy, loug in ita oxtont ana painful in ita oc- 
casion; and from an affection of my breast I 
could not thon apeak. J cannot yet hopo to do 

Justice to tho aul^oct; but I do hopo to say 
enough to assure my friends that I hayo not left 

■thetn in tho controversy, and to convince the 
opponents of tho meaaure, that their violence haa 

■ not driven mo from the debate. 

■; Sir, the hon. gentleman from Misoouri (Mr. 
IBcott. -.?h!> ban just resumed hio seat, haa told us of 
tho idea of March, and haa cautioned aa to " be- 
Traro of the fate of Casar and of Rome." Another 
gentleman (Mr. Cobb) from Georgia, in addition 
to other expresaiona of great warmth, haa aaid, 
that if weporaint, the Union will bodissolved; and 

. frith a look fixed on me, haa told os, *' we havo 
kindled a firo which all tho watora of the ocean 

•cannot put out, which seas of blood con only ox- 

-tingmoh." 

Language of thia sort haa no 6&ol on mej my 
-purpose ia fixed, it is interwoven with my ex- 
istence ; ita durability is limited with my life; it 
io a great and glorioua caueo, sotting bounds to a 
slavery tho most cruel and debaaing the world 
has ever witnessed ; it is tho freedom of man; it 
■io tho cause of unredeemed and unregenerated 
human beinga. 

If a dissolution of tho Union mual tako place, 
let it be so ! If civil war, which gentlemen ao 
much threaten, must come, I can only aay, let it 
come! My hold on life ia probably as frail ns 
that of any man who now hears mo ; but whUo 
that hold laata, it ahall be devoted to theaorvice 
of my country — to tho freedom of man. If blood 
is necessary to extinguish any firo which I have 
assisted to kindle, I can assure gentlemen, while 
I regret the necessity, I shall not forbear to con- 
tribute my mite. Sir, tho violence to which gen- 
tlemen have resorted on this subject will not 
toovo my purpose, nor drive me from my place. 
, I have tbe fortune and tho honor to stand here as 
the representative of freemen, who possees in- 
telligence to know their rights; who have the 
apirit to maintain them. Whatever might be my 
own private sentiments on this subject, standing 
hero as the representative of others, no choice ia 
,loft me. I know tho will of my conBlituentSj and, 
regardless of consequences, I will avow it— as 
their representative, I will proclaim their hatred 
to Slavery in every shape— as their representative 
here v/ill I hold my stand, till thh lloor, with the 
Constitution of ray country which aupporta it, 
chall sink beneath me — if I am doomed to fall, I 
ehali, at least, have tho painful consolation to be- 
lieve that I fail, ao a fragment, in tho ruina of my 
country. 

Sir, tho gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Colaton) 
has accused my honorable friend from Wow 
Hampshire (Mr. Livermore) of " speaking to tho 
galleriea," and by his "language endeavoring to 
excite a servilo war ;" and has ended by saying, 
" ho ia no bettor than Arbuthnot and Ambnater, 
tind deserved no better fate," When I hear auch 
language uttered upon this floor, and within thia 
houao, 1 am constrained to eonsidc* it aa hasty 
and unintended langnago, resulting from the 
vehemence of debate, and not really intending the 
personal indecorum tho oxprossiona would seem 
to indicate. [Mr. Colston asked to explain, and 
paid ho had not distinctly understood Mr. T. 
Jlr. Livermoro called on Mr. C. to stoto tho ex- 
pressions ho had used. Mr. C. then said ho had 
no esplanation to give.] Mr. T. said ho had none 
to ask — he continued to oay, ho would not be- 
fiovo any gentleman on this floor v/ould commit 
CO ^eat an indecorum npainat any member, or 
c^smsl tho difjnity of this houno, aa to uso buch 



osproEsionn, tonlly intending the moaning whica 
the words seem to import, and which had bcaa 
uttered nsdinst tho gentleman from Now Hump- 
abiro. . (Mr, Nelson, of Virginia, in tho Chuir, 
colled to order, and said no porsonal romarko 
wotild be allowed.] Mr. T. said ho rejoiced tho 
Chair woo at length aroused to aconao of ita 
duties. The debate had, for several days, pro- 
gressed with unequaled violence, and all wus in 
order ; but now, when ut length this violence on 
one aide ia to bo resisted, tho Chair discovered it 
ia out of order. I rejoice, said Mr. T., at the dis- 
covery, I approve ot the admonition, while I am 
proud to say it h.iB no relevancy to mo. It io 
my boast that I have never uttered an unfriendly 
personal remark on this floor; but I wish it dia- 
tinctly understood, thai the immutable laws of 
nolf-defense will justify going to groat lengtha, 
and that, in tho future progress of this debate, 
the righta of defense would bo regarded. 

Sir, haa it already come to thia: that in tho 
Congress of the United states— that, in tho lej^ia- 
lative counoila of republican America, tho subject 
of Slavery haa become a aubject of so much 
feeling — of such delicacy— of such danger, that it 
cannot safely bo discussed ? Are membera who 
venture to express their eentimenta on this sub- 
ject, to be accused of talking to the galleries, 
witli intention to excite a servile war ; and of 
meriting tho fate of Arbuthnot and Ambrister? 
Are we to be told of the dissolution of tho Union, 
of civil war. and of seas of blood ? And yet, 
with such awful threatoninga before ua, do gen- 
tlemen, in tho same breath, iuaist upon tlio en- 
couragement of this evil ; upon tho extension of 
this monstrous scourge of tho human race ? An 
evil 80 fraught with auch diro calamities to uo 
aa individuals, and to our nation, and threaten- 
ing, in its progress, to ovenvholm the civil irad 
religious inatitutions of tho country, with tho 
liberties of tho nation, ought at once to be met, 
and to be controlled. If ita power, ita influence, 
and ita impending dangers, have already arrived 
ut such a point, that it ia not safe to discuss it on 
this floor, and it cannot now paaa under considera- 
tion ao a proper subject for general legialation, 
what will be the result when it is spreaa through 
your widely-extended domain 1 Ita present 
threatening aapect, and tho violence of its sup- 
porters, so far from inducing mo to yield to ita 
progress, prompt mo to resist its march. Nov/ ia 
tho time. It must now be met, and tho extension 
of the evil must now bo prevented, or tho occa- 
sion is irrecoverably loat, and tho evil can never 
bo controlled. 

Sir, extend your view across tho Mississippi, 
over your nowly-acquired temtory — a temtory 
GO far surpassing, in extent, tho limits of your 

E resent country, that that country which gavo 
irth to your nation — which achieved your Revo- 
lution — consolidated your Union — fonsied your 
Constitution, and haa subsequently acquired m 
much glory, hangs but as an appondaga to tho 
extended empire over which your republican 
government is now called to bear (sway. Look 
down the long vista of futurity ; see your 
empire, in extent unequaled, in advantageoua 
oituation without a parallel, and occupying all tho 
valuable part of one continent. Behold this ox- 
tended empire, inhabited by tho hardy oona of 
American freemen, knowing their righta, and in- 
heriting tho will to protect them— ownera of tho 
aoil on which they live, and intorcated in tho in- 
Gtitutiona which thoy labor to defend ; with two 
oceans laving your chorea, and ti"ibut<iry to your 
purpcBoa, bearmg on their bosoma tho commcrco 
of our jjeoplo ; compared to youra, tho goveni- 
monts of Europe dwindle into inoiguificance, and 
Uio whole world is v/ithout a parallel. But, sir, 
reverse this scene ; people this fair domain v/itb 
tho slaves of your plantora ; e^itond Slavery , thio 
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bano of man, thlo nbomination of hcavoh, over 
your oxtondoij ompiro, oitid y6u prepare its dissolu- 
tion ; you turn its Qccumulatcd strbngtli into 

Eositivo weakness; you cheriNh a canker in your 
reast ; you put poison in your bosom ; yoti place 
a vulture proyinpT on your heavt~na:y, you whet 
the dagger mid place it in the bands of a pbrtioa 
of your "population, stimulated to ubo it, by every 
tie, human and divine. The envious^ contrast 
between your happiness and their misery, be- 
tween your liberty and their slavery, must con- 
stantly prompt them to accomplish your destruc- 
tion. Your enemies wiU learn the source and 
tho cause of your weobness.^ Ae often os external 
dangers shall threaten, or internal commotions 
await you, you will then rerlize, that by your awa 
procurement, you have placed amidst your 
families, and in tho bosom of your country, a 
population produoipg at once the greatest cause 
of individual danger, ond of national weakness. 
With this defect, your government must crumble 
lo pieces, and your people become the scoff of 
the world. 

Sir, we have been told, with apparent confl- 
donao, that wo have no right to annex conditions 
to a State, on its admission into the Union ; and 
It has been urged that the proposed amendment, 
prohibiting tho further introduction of Slavery, is 
unconstitutional. This position, assorted with 
DO much confidence, remains unsupported by any 
argument, or by any authority derived from tho 
Constitution itself. The Constitution strongly in- 
dicates an opposite conclusion, and Eeema to con- 
template a difference between the old and the 
new Slates. The practice of the government 
has sanctioned this difference in many respects. 

Tho third section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution says, " new States may be admitted 
hy the Congress into this Union," and it is silent 
as to the terms and conditions upon which tho 
new States may be so admitted. The fair infer- 
ence from this is, that the Congress which might 
ndiiiit, should prescribe the time and the terms 
of such admission. The tenth section of the first 
article of the Constitution says, " tkc migration 
or importation of such persons as any of the 
States NOW existing shall think proper to ad- 
mit, shall not he prohibited by the Congress prior 
to the year 1808." The words " now existing" 
clearly show tho distinction for which wo con- 
tend. The word slave is nowhere mentioned in 
the Constitution; but this section haa always 
been considered as applicable to them, and un- 
questionably reserved tho right to prevent their 
importation into any new StatehetoTO tho year 
1808, 

Congress, therefore, have power over tho 
subject, probably as a matter of legislation, but 
mbro certainly as a right, to prescribe tho time 
and the condition upon which cny new State 
may bo admitted into the family of the Union. 
Sir, tho bill now before us proves tho correctness 
of my argument. It is filled with conditions and 
limitations. Tho territory is required to take a 
census, and is to bo admitted only on condition 
tbat it have 40,000 inhabitants. I have already 
submitted amendments preventing tho State from 
taxing tlie lands of the United States, and declar- 
ing that all navigable watora ehnll remain open 
to the other States, and be exempt from any tolls 
or duties. And my friend (Mr. Taylor) has also 
submitted amendmeuts prohibiting the State 
from taxing soldicro' lands for tho period of five 
years. And to all theso amendmenta wo have 
hoard uo objection— thoy have passed unani- 
mously. But cow, when an amendment, prO' 
hibiting tbo further introduction of Slavery io 
proposed, tho v/hoie house ia put in agitation, 
ana v/o are confidently told it is unconstitutional 
to annex conditions to the admission of anew 
State into the Union, Tho result of oil thia ioj 



that oil' amendmenta attd condationa cxo proper, 
ViThich suit n certain claca of gej>tlemon, but \7flai- 
evcr arnondment ia proposed, which doea noS 
comport \7ith their interests or their vioiro, i(5 un- 
constitutional, and a fltigi-ant viblalioa of tMa 
Gocred charter of our righto. In order to bo con- 
sistent; ^ontlomon must go back and otriko oufe 
tho Various ombhdmentg to; which they havo 
already agreed. The Conotitutionappliea equally 
to all, or to none. 

Sir; we have boon told that this ia a new prinr 
ciplo for which we contend, never b'oforo ndbptcd, 
or thought of. So far from thia being correct, it 
is due to tho memory of our ancestors to nay, i'j 
is an old principle, adopted by them, ns'tho 
policy of our country. Whenever tho United 
fcstates have had the right and the power, thoy 
havo heretofore prevented the extension or 
Slavery. Tho State's of Kentucky and Tennecaeio 
were taken off from other Statea, iand Tvero ad- 
mitted into the Union without condition, becausa 
their lands were never owned by the United 
States. Tiie Territory northwest of tho Ohio is all 
tho land which ever belonged to them. Shortly 
after the cession of those lands to tho Union, 
Congress ppBsed, in 1787, q compact, which waa 
declared to b& unalterable, tho sixth article of 
which provides that " there shall be neither 
Slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said 
Territory, otherwise than in the punishment jfor 
crimes, whereof tlie parties shall have been duly 
convicted." In pursuanbo of this compact, all 
the States formed fi-om that Territory havo been 
admitted into the Union upon various conditions, 
and, amongst which, tho sixth article of thia 
compact is included ao one. 

Let gentlemen also advert to the law for tho 
admission of the State of Louisiana into tho 
Union : thoy will find it filled with conditiona. It 
was required not only to form a Constitution upon 
the principles of a republican government, du6 
it waa required to contain the " ftmdamental prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty."' It waa eveu 
required aa a condition of ifa admission, to keep 
ita records, and ito judicial and ita legislativb 
procedings in the English language; ana also td 
secure tho tiial by jury, and to surrender all 
claim to unappropriated lands in the Territory, 
%7ith tho prombition to tax any of the United 
States' lands. 

After thia long practieo and constant usage to 
Gunox conditions to the admission of a State into 
the Union, will gentlemen yet tell us it ia uncon- 
atitiitionol, and talk of our principled being novel 
and extraordinary 7 It haa been said, that, if thia 
amendment prevails, wo shall havo an union of 
Statea possesBing unequal rigWa. And wb havo 
been aaked, whether ivo wiahed'. tb Geo euch a 
" chequered union 7" Sir, wo have aiich a iinibu 
already. If the prohibition of Slavery ia the de- 
nial of a right, and constitutea a chequered union,- 
gladly would I behold ouoh rights denied, and 
such a chequer spread over avory State in tho 
Union. Itia now spread over tho States nortli- 
weat of the Ohio, and forma tho .^lory and tho 
strength of thoso States. I hopo it will bo ex- 
tended from the Mississippi to tho Pacifie Ocean. 

Sii", wo havo been totd that tlio proposed 
amondmont cannot bo received, beoauso it ia 
contrary to the treaty and cession of Louisiana, 
" Artiolo 3. The inhabitanta of the ceded tern- 
tory shall bo inoorporiitcd in tho Union of tho 
United Statea, and admitted as soon ea possible, 
according to the prinoiplea of tho Federal Con- 
sfitu'ucn, to tho cnjoymont of - all 'ihd righta cd-' 
vantages, and immunitiea of citisena of tho 
United Statea. and in tho moan time thoy shall 
bo maintained and protected in tbo treo enjoy- 
ment of their liberty, their property, and the ro- 
ligion which ilioy profcoa." I find nothing, said 
Mr. T., iu thia {trliolo of- tbo trouty, inoompatiWa- 



wlUt Uio projK(«o4 nmciirtmont 'n»o rlKhU, wl 
y<Mii«(joo. ^u(| iinmiuiilidn «f olUiionn of tlio 
VwUoa HwUiH Rwi gHnn^utoml lx> (ho liiUnbllautn 
«f I<«uliilan*. If OHO «r UiDin sUoiild «lMnmo to 
wnovp Into yirKlnlti, lio oould t^iUo hlii hUvoh 
witlj ulni » but if ho romovoH ta Indiana, or oiiy 
yf Ui« HtAtos luirthwcwt of ihu Ohio, h« cannot 
U h) lilH nlftvoB wlU« liiin. If L!»« nroiioiiwl 
•nivuilnioiit provnil, fJ|»o inJ|ii»)itnut» of Lou- 
fOlriuit, or tlio oftlBOiin of (ho UhIUkI BtnUjn, cm 
njiitUor of them tnko alftvon ioto tho St«to of 
l*Ui«ourl. All, Uiioroforo, wmy arjfty equal prlvl- 
fc^KW- It !a « dUinUUUY, or wfmt I ooll a biasing, 
vunoxAtl to tho particular (Hutriot; of oouutry, 
»nd lu uo manner nttnohod ti) Um) Individual. 
Jlut, whlto I httvo no doubt that tho treaty oou- 
toln* no ■olid oldootion ngahiat tho proponed 
•mondmout, if it did, it would not oJtor iny do- 
tormlnaUon on tho buIJooU Tho Sonoto, or tho 
troAty-makinff powor of our govornmont, havo 
noitlior tho rlghi, nor tho powor to ntipulato by n 
Irooty, tho tormn npoa which a pooplo shaU ho 
wUnfttcd into the Union. Thin Houuo havo a 
rtgUt to bo hoard on tlio aubjoot. The odwieoion 
of * Btato into tiio Union la n Lugislativo act, 
wluoh roquiron (ho oonourronoo of all tho depart- 
moutflofLogialfttivo powor. It ia an imporlaut 
prerogotivo of thia Houao, which I bono will 
uovor bo Burrondorod. 

Tho aoal ond tho ordor of gontlomon, ia tho 
oour»o of thia debate, havo induood thom to nu- 
nouuco to thia houao, that, if wo poraiat ond force 
tho Bt«to of Miaaonrl to aooodo to tho propoBod 
nmondcaont, oa tho condition of hor udmiaBion 
inio tho Union, Bho will ijot regard it, and, as 
Boon as admitted, will alter hor eonatitution, ond 
introdnoo Slavery into her territory. Sir, I am 
not prepared, nor ia it neceeaary to dotermino, 
what would bo the consequence of such a viola- 
tion of faith— of each a departure from the funda- 
mental condition of her admiasion into the 
Union. I would not oaat upon a people so foul 
an imputation, oa to believe mey wonla bo family 
of Buch fraudulent duplicity. The Statea north- 
west of tho Ohio have all regarded the faith and 
the oonditions of their admUaion ; and there in no 
jeasoa to believe the people of Miaaourl will not 
abo regard theira. But, air, whenever a State 
•dsutted into the Union Bball disregard and set 
at naught the fundamental conditions of its ad- 
TOMion, and shall, in violation of all faith, un- 
oertake to levy a tax upon lands of the United 
States, or a toU upon theu navigable waters, o? 
introduce Slaverer, where Congreas have prohi- 
hiiod i^ tbeo it will be ia time to determine the 
consequence. But, if the threatened consequence 
were known to be the certain result, yet would I 
iDBist upon the proposed amendment The de- 
claration of this house, the declared will of tho 
nation to prohibit Slavery, would produce ita 
moral effect, and stand as one of the brightest 
OmamenU of our cooatnr. 

Sir, it has fjoen urged with great plauaibihiy, 
that wo woBld spread the slaves now in our 
country, aad thus spread the evil, rather than 
confine it to its present districts. It has been 
^ud, we should thereby diminish the dangers 
from them, while we increase tho means of their 
fiving, and ongmeut their comforts. But, you 
iaa.y rest assured, that this reasoning is fallaoious, 
and that, whUo Slavery is admitted, the market 
3"H-°*IS?PP'*®4- *088t, and its contigui'y 
to the West Indies and tho Spanish possessiona, 
tender easy the introduotiou of slaves into our 
countiy. Our laws aro ahready highly peaal 
against their introduction, and yet. it is a weU- 
known fact, that about fourteen Uiousand slaves 
hove been brought into our country thia last 

Since we have been engaged in this debate, we 
p>Te witnessed an olatnaation of this argument, 



of bcttorlng (ho ooudltloua of nlavou, by nprond" 
lug thorn ovor (ho country, A Bluvo-dilv*)", n 
trnllldkor In human (Iwdi, n« If Bout by Trovl- 
douuu, hu« pniiuod tho door of your oapUol, ou hln 
way to tiio Wont, driving bolt>ro hlju about flf, 
(con of thoBo wroloimd vlctlum of hlii powor ool- 
loolod iu tho (jourtu) of Ida (rotUo, nud by Ihoir 
vwnoval. torn Aom ovory ro1ati«>u ond from ovory 
tU) whloli (ho huinau heart can hold ihmr. 'i'ito 
inaloa, who might raiao (ho unn of vonifoauco, 
and rotftUuto for ihoir wrongn, woro hnud-uulTod 
oud ohainod to oo«h other, whllo tho fomtdoB (kud 
ohlldren woro inarohod In thoir rour, under tho 
guidanoo of tho drivor'u whip I Ych, Bir^ BUch 
una been tho biiouo witneiiHoa ft-om tlio windows 
of CongrcHo IhM, a«id viowod by niomber« who 
compoBo tho logiolatlvo counoifu of ropublloan 
Amurioal 

In tlio oourao of ilw dcbato on this Bubjootj, wo 
havo boon told that, from tlvo long liubit of^ the 
auuthcrn ond woatorn people, tho poHHesaion of 
alavea boa bouomo necoRoary to thoui, and an oe- 
aentinl rcquiuito in their living. It hns booa 
urged, from tho nature of tho olimato and Hoil of 
tho Houthorn oountrioa, that tho lands cannot bo 
oceu])icd or cultivated without alavcB. It has 
boon Boid that tho alavoa proapor in Uiobo places, 
and that thoy aro much hotter off tUoro tJmn in 
thoir own nativo country. Wo havo over boon 
told Umt if wo auccoed and prevent Slavery aorosa 
tho Mieaiaaippi, wo ohali groatly lesson tho value 
of property tlioro, and ahall retard, for a long 
Borioa of yoora, tho aottlomont of that country. 

Sir, aaid Mr. T., if tho woatorn country oamiot 
bo Bottled without slaves, gladly would I prevent 
its Bottlomont till time Bhall bo no more. If this 
clasa of argumonta ia to prevail, it acts all morals 
at doflanco, and wo ore eallod to logialato on this 
nubject oa a matter of mero personal intoreat. If 
thia ie to bo tho caao, repeal all your lawa prohi- 
biting the slave-trade ; throw open thia trutiio to 
tho commercial States of the Eoat ; and if it bet- 
tor tho condition of these wrotchod beinga, invite 
the dark population of benighted Africa to bo 
translated to the shores of republican America. 
But I will not cast upon thi'j or upon that gentle- 
man an imputation ao ungracioua as tho conclu- 
sion to which their orgumonbs would nocosaarily 
tend. I do not believe any gentloman on this 
floor wo'ild here advocate tho slave-trade; or 
maintain in tho abstract the principles of Slave- 
ry, I will not outrage the decorum, nor in-aiilt 
the dignitv of this house, by attempting to argue 
m this place, as an abstract proposition, the 
moral right of Slavery. How gladly would the 
"legitimates of Europe chuckle," to find an 
American Congress in debate on such a ques- 
tion! 

As an evil brought upon us without our own 
fault, before the formation of our government, 
and as one of the slna of that nation from which 
we have revolted, we must of necessity legislate 
upon this snbject. It is our buainees so to legis- 
late 08 never to encourage, but always to con- 
trol, this evil ; and^ while we strive to eradicate 
it, we ought to fix its limits, and render it subor- 
dinate to the safety of the white population, and 
the good order of civil sodety. 

Su:, on this subject the eyes of Europe ore 
turned npon you. UTou boast of the freedom of 
your constitution and your laws, you have pro- 
claimed, in the Declaration of Indopendeuce, 
" That all tnen are created equal} that they are 
endoioed by their Creator with certain unalieno' 
die rightt — that amongst these are life, liberty, 
and thej)ursuit of happiness ;" and yotyou have 
slaves in your country. Tho enemies of your 
government, and the legitimates of Europe, point 
to vour inconsistencies, and blasson your supposed 
deieots. If you allow Slavery to pass into tenii. 
tones where you have the uwful power to ex- 



Oliulo It, yiMt irlU jttally taku upon vitumolf nil 
tlit)oli(ir((m iif lii(ioiiifint<u)cy I bitloduHito Ittiillui 
nrigiiial nlivroliolilitii; Htnlxin, whom you found it. 
at tlio fonnntion of your K<*V(UiHnunt, and you 
oUuid ru;(]uitU)d of nil iutpiitiitiou. 

'J'liin lit ft Bubjcot upon which I haro uroril fcol- 
InK for the honor m my «iouniiy. In n formor 
douuto upuu tho Illiiioin oonHtitutioh, I uioulion- 
«)d th(kt our onoinruw hiul <lrnwn u picturn of our 
oo«iutry, (in holding in oiio luind tho DiMilarntion 
of Indoi>«U(lon()o, nud with tho other hrandinhinf; 
a whip uvvr our ufTrif^httid shivon. I thun miulo 
Uiny noiuit thnt wo could cunh biwk upon Kn^i^- 
]iiin(f tho aoouR'ilion-'thnt rIio lind iiomniittrxl tho 
or*ginal $in of hrinKin];^ nIn.i'OH into our (M>nnlry. 
I havo niuQo roooivod, tlirouf^h tho poni oflhio, n 
lottor post mnrko(il in South Oiuxtlinn, tiud iii)2;nod 
** A native of England," dcoiring that, when I 
hnd oncMiiun to ropcntmyboiwt ngmimtEnKlnnd, 
I would wIho fltato thnt tiho hnd ntonod for hor 
original ein, by cotftbliHhing in her elftve-oolonion 
a Hywtom of humano lawB, inoliornting thoir con- 
dition^ nnd provi(lin(!r for their (infoty, whilo 
Amorioft had vommittud tho Hoooudary Bin of die- 
roftajrdiug thoir uonililiou, nnd hud oven provided 
InwH, by which it wna not murder to kill a Rlavo. 
Sir, i foU tho flovorlty of tho reproof; I felt for 
my country. I hiivo inquired on tho Bubjoct, 
and I find bucIi wore formerly tiio laws in Bomo 
of tho sluveholding Btntoa ; and tluit oven now, 
in the t)it..to of South Carolina, by Inw, tho pen- 
alty of death is provided for etoaling a elavo, 
whilo tJio murder of a elavo ia puniuhcd with a 
trivial <ino. Such ia tho oontruet and tho relative 
value which is placed, in tho opinion of a nlavo- 
holding State, between the property of the maa- 
tor and tho lifo of ablavo. 

Sir, gentlomon have undertaken to criminate, 
and to draw odious contrasts between different 
BectiouB of our country— I shall not combnt such 
arguments ; I have made no pretense to oxclusivo 
morality on this Bul^ect, either for myself or my 
constituents; nor have I cost any imputations 
on others. On tho contrary, I. hold that man- 
kind under like circumstonccis aru alike, the 
world over. The vicious ond unprincipled are 
confined to no district of country: and it is for 
this portion of the oommimi^ we are bound to 
legislate. When honorable gentlemen inform us 
we overrotio tho cruelly and the danp""™ of 
Slavery, and tell ua that theu* slaves happy, 
and contented, and would even contribute to 
their safety, they tell ns but very little j they do 
not tell U8, thai, while their el/ives are happy, 
the slaves of some depraved and cruel wretch in 
their neighborhood may not bo stimulated to re- 
venge, aad thus involve the country in rain. If 
we nod to legislate only for such gentlemen as 
ore now embraced within my view, a law against 
robbing the maU would be a disgrace upon the 
nation ; and, as oselesa, I would tear it from the 
noges of your statute book ; yet sad experience 
has taught us the necessity of such laws — and 
honor, justice, and policy teach us the wisdom 
of legislating to limit the extension of Slavery. 

In the zeu to draw sectional contrasts, we have 
been told by one gentleman, that gentlemen from 
one district of country talk of their morality, 
while those of another practice it And the su- 
perior liberaUty has been asserted of Southern 
^ntlemen over those of the North, in all contribn- 
tiona to moral mstitutions, for bible and mission- 
arjr sooietiea. Sir, I understand too well the pur- 
suit of my purpose, to be decoved and drawn off 
into the disoosaioa of a collateral subject I 
have no inclination to controvert these assertions 
of comparative liberality. Although I have no 
idea they are founded in fact, yet, because it bet- 
ter suits tho obsject of my present argument, I 
will, on this occasion, admit them to me fullest 
extent. And what is tho result ? Souther^ gen- 
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tloumn, by thoir iiupetor lUwmlity iu oontrlbu- 
tioun to niornl tnstifulionH, Juatly *lnnd in tho 
flrnt rank, and lu»ld tho tlmt ]>ln<iolu tho hright/ont 
pn^o in tho hintory of our oountry. Itut, turn 
ovof thin pngo, nn<l whntido you IxiholdT Yon 
bohold ilmn contrlbntiiifif to lonoh tho (lootrlncn 
of Ohrinlinnity In overr qunrtor of tho ulolw. 
You bohold ihm\ logiufntin^ to ncouro tno Ig- 
norunco md utupldity of tliou' own iilaviofl I You 
bohrtld them, proiuirlbing, by law, ponaltitm 
ngaiuHt tho man thnt duroo toneli n nogro rond. 
Kuch 111 tho mtntuto Inw of tho 8ta:o of Virginia. 
[M.r. Banijott nnd Mr. Tylor said that tjiero was 
no Buoh law in Virginiu.J 

No. nidd Mr. T., I hiivo mia-spokon myself; 1 
ought to hnvo onid, suoh is tho ntatulo htw of the 
Stnio of (JooiTgia. Yen, whilo wo hoar of a 
liberality whieii oivilizoa tlio navnuoa of nil 
eouiiti-ins, and varvios tho g^tnpel nliko to tht 
H 'Ui'M< Mni t\\o HiuJoo, it hnn boon rcsorvod 
for tho nublicun SUdo of Georgia, not contont 
with t' • .Aro of its overBOoro, to logislnto to «o- 
euro lOiprosHiou nnd tho ignorniico of their 
nlavco. ...Iioman who thoro teaches nnogi-o to 
rond, is linblo to n criminal proHooution. Tho 
dark, bom^'hted beings of nil orontion profit by 
our liliorolUy — Bnvo thoso of our own plnntntions. 
Whoro ia tho mipHionnry who poescBBes siiilloiont 
hardihood to venture a rostueneo to touch tho 
bIovcs of n plantation 1 Here is tho stain f Hero 
ia the etigmu I whioh fhstonR upon tho chnract«r 
of our country ; and which, in tho appropriate 
Innguago of tho gentleman from Ooorgin, (Mr. 
Cobb,) all tlw watera of ific ocean, cannot wash 
out ; which eeas of blood can only take away. 

Sir tliero ia yet another, and an important 
point of view, in which this subject ought to bo 
considered. Wo havo boon told by thoao who 
advocate tho extension of Slavery mto tho Mis- 
Bouri, that any attempt to control this subject by 
legislation, is a violation of that faith and mu- 
tual contidenco upon which our Union waa 
formed, and our Conatitution adopted. This ar- 
gument might be considered plausible, if tho 
restrlution was attempted to he enforced against 
any of the slaveholding States, which had been a 
party in the adoption of the Constitution. But 
it can have no reference or application to a new 
district of country recently acquired, and never 
conteoaplatcd in the formation of govemmenl» 
and not embraced in the mutual concessions ana 
declared faith upon which the Constitution was 
adopted. The Constitution provides, that the 
Kepreaentatives of the several States to thia 
House shall be according to their number, in- 
cluding three-ffiha of tho slaves in the reepectiva 
States. This is an important benefit yielded to 
the BlaveholcUng States, as one of the mutual 
sacrifices for the Union. On this subject, I con« 
sider the faith of the Union pledjged, and I never 
would attempt coercive manumission in a slave- 
holding State. 

But none of the oauses which induced the 
sacrifice of thia principle, and which now produce 
such an unequal representation on this floor, of 
the free population of the oonntty, eust aa be- 
tween us and the newly-acquired Territory 
across the MiasiBsippi. "niat portion of country 
has no claims to such ar unequal representation, 
unjust in its results upon the other States. Are 
the numerous slaves in extensive countries, whioh 
we may acquire by purchase, and adnutaa States 
into the Umon, at once to be represented <m this 
floor, under a clause of the Constitution, granted 
as a oom||roiniae and a benefit to the southern 
States which had borne part in the Bevolulion ? 
Such an extension of that clause in Uie Constitit* 
tion would be unjust in its operations, unequal in 
its results, and a violation of its original intention. 
Abstract from the moral effects of Slavery, its 
politioal consequence in the representation andwr- 
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thin dlnuflo of thn OoimlHiilIon, ilnlnotintrnto tli« 
iinixirlniioo of Uio ikropoHdil itiiintidinoni. 

fllr, I fllinll lio\«- III nlloiimi to (lie will of (ho 
iini\)oiity, oil wliUiliovoriiido it nfmll Im oxjmwHod t 
ynt. I coiiiUloiitly hopo tliiit minority will l>n 
toiind oil the flhio «if nii ninoiidmoiit, no roploto 
Willi inorfil ooiin()()uon()<)n, no progiiniit wltU iin- 
porlwnt iHillllonI ninulUi. 

Mr. SooTT, of Miflflouri, aaid, ho truHUxl 

timt liin (londiiot, during Mio wliola of tho t.ltno 
III wliloli ho lind the honor of a nont in tlio Houno, 
lind iioiivinood goiitkiiiM)!! of hin diiipoHitlon not 
to obtrudo liiii noiitiinoiitn on nny wtlior aulijuoto 
Uinii thoao on vrliich ilin iiitortwt of lilti oonntt- 
tiioiitfl, niid of thoTorritoiy ho ronroaontod, woro 
ininiodiutoly oonoornod. But wlion n qiiOHtion 
nuoli m tho nmondinonta propOBCid by tho gontlo- 
mon from Now York (McBflra. I'nIliiindKA and 
Taylor), wan pro«onfod for oonhiduration, in- 
volving oonutitutionnl prlncinlos to a vant 
nniount, pregnant with the futuro fate of tho 
Territory, portonding doHtruotlon to tho libortlos 



of that pooiilo, diroctly bearing oa Ihoir righta of 
properly, flioir fltato righta, tlioir all, ho should 
coiiHidor it aa a doroliction of Ids duty, uh rotjront- 
ing from his post, nay, double oriminolity, did 
Iio not ruiao Ida voiuo against thoir adoption. 
Aflor tbo many able and luminous views that 
had been taken of this subject, by tbo speaker of 
tho House, and other honorable gentfomon, he 
had not tho vanity to snppoao that any additional 
viows which ho oould offor or any now dr^ss in 
which lio could clothe those already advanced, 
would havo tho happy tendency of inducing any 
goutloman to change his voto. Hut, if ho stood 
singlo on tho question, and there was no man to 
help him, vet, while tho laws of the land and the 
rules of the Hou»e guaranteed to him tho privi- 
lege of speech, he would redeem his oonsoienoo 
from the imputation of having silently witnessed 
a violation of tho Constitutioa of his country, 
and an iiifriagemont on the liberties of tho 
people who had intrusted to his feeble abilities 
the advocation of their rights. He desired, at 
this early stage of his remarks, in tho name of 
the citizens of Missouri Territory, whose rights 
on other subjects had been too long neglected 
and shamefally disregarded, to enter hia e^lemn 
p .iGSt against the introduction, under the in- 
sidious form of amendment, of any principle in 
this bill, tho obvious tendency of which would 
be to sow the seeds of discord in, and perhaps 
eventually endanger the Union. 

Mr. S. entertained the opinion, that, under the 
Constitution, Coogresa bad not the power to im- 
pose this, or any other restriction, or to require 
of the people of Missouri their assent to this con- 
dition, as a pre-rtiquisite to their admission into 
the Union. He contended this from the language 
of the Constitution itself, from the practice in the 
admission of new States under that instrament, 
and from the express tenns cf the treaty of ces- 
(doQ. The short view he intended to take of 
those points would, he trusted, be satisfactory to 
all those who were not so anxious to usurp power 
88 to sacrifice to its attainment the principles of 
0'2T government, ot who were not desi'-ous of 

Erostrating the rights and independence of a 
tate to chimerical views of polioy or expediency. 
The authority to admit new States into the Union 
was granted in the third section of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the Constitutionj which declared that 
" new States my be admitted by the Congress 
into the Union." The only power given to the 
Congress by this section appeared to bim tci 
be, Uiat of parsing a law for the admission of 
the new State, leaving it in possession of all the 
rights, privileges, and immunities, ei\)oyed by 
the other States ; the most valuable and promi- 
nmt of which w&s that of forming and modifying 



tholr »)wii Htnto ConntlliitlOn, and over wliloh 
Cuiigrofw had no Hinxtrliitoiiding control, othor 
than thnt cx,proM«ly gfvoii in tlin ftiurtli ncotlon of 
tho H«mo nrtidio, which read, " tho Uiiitod Htntca 
iiUiill uunnmloo to ovory State in this Union a 
ropubiicnii form of gov<irnmont." Thin ond a<i- 
compllHliod, the gunnllaiiHhip of tho United 
Ntat4in over the Constitutions of tho several Htaton 
wan fulflllcd ; and all runtriotloiin, llinitatloiin and 
ooiiditioiin buyond thin, wan so touoh power un- 
warrantably anniiined. In illuHtratlon of thin 
poBilioii, ho would tead an extract ftom ono of 
ihn oRsayA writtoii by the lato I'roHidcnt Madison, 
noiitoniporanooufllv with llio Coimtitiitlon of tho 
Uiiit©<l atatoa, ami from a very eulobrntod work : 
" In a oonfodoraoy founded on republican prln- 
oiploQ, and coinponod of ropublicaii inombertf, 
tho Huporintonding govorninoiit ought olcorly t<> 
[lORHOHs authority to dofciid tho nyutom against 
aristooratio or mnnarohical Inuovationn. 'I'ha 
more intimate tho nature of such an Union may 
bo. tho greater interest have tho mombors In tho 
politioal institutlunn of onoh other, and the greater 
right to insist that tho foniis of govornmont un- 
der which tho compact was entered into, should 
be substantially maintained. IliU this authority 
extends no further than to a guarantee of a re- 
publican form of government, which supposes w 
pre-existing government of tho form which in to 
1)0 guaranteed. As long, therefore, aa tho ex- 
isting republican forms are continued by the 
States, they are guaranteed by tho Federal Con- 
stitution. Whenever the States may choose to 
substitute other republican forms, tney hove a 
right to do so, and to claim tho Federal guarantee 
for tho latter. The only rentriction imposed on 
thorn iSj that they shall not dxchango republican 
for anti-republican Constitutions; a restriction 
which, it is presumed, will hardly be considered 
as a grievance." 

Mr. S. thought that those two olauaes, when 
supported by such high authority, had thoy been 
the only ones in the Constitution which related 
to the powers of the general government over 
the States, and particularly at their formation and 
adoption into the Union, could not but be deemed 
satisfactory to a reasonable extent; but there 
were other provi^ona in the Constitution, to 
which he would refer, that beyond all doubt^ to 
his mind, seitled the question. One of those was 
the tenth article in the amendments, which sud 
that " the powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to the States respec- 
tively or to the people." He believed thot, by 
common law, and common usage, all grants giv- 
ing certain defined and specifio privileges, or 
powers, were to be so construed as that no otners 
should be intended to be given but such as were 
particularly enumerated in the instruments them- 
selves, or indispensably necessary to omry into 
effect those designated. In no part of the Consti- 
tution woa the power proposed to be exercised, of 
imposing conditions on anew State, given, either 
in so many words, or by any justiiiuble or fair 
inference ; nor in any portion of the Constitution 
was the right prohibited to the respective States, 
to regulate their own internal police, of admitting 
such citizens aa they pleased, or of introducing 
any description of property, that they should con- 
sider as essential or necessary to their prosperity; 
and the Earners of that instrument seem to hava 
been zealous lest, by implication or by inference, 
powers might be assumed by the general govern- 
ment over the states and people, other than those 
expressly given : hence they reserve in so many 
terms to the states, and the people, all powers not 
delegated to the federal government. The ninth 
article of the amendments to the Constitution 
still farther illustrated the position he had taken ; 
it read, that " the enumeration in tbeConatitution 
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ofcortnin rifrhln (iliiill not lio oimHf i uod t<) deny or 
(UftprniiKo oliioiH rotikiiHid by Iho (xiojdo " Mr. 
H. bdliovcd il (<» Im a }hM. vuh of luUiritrointion, 
thftt, Hu) niniuiomlioii of poworii (lolo|;itt'Ml to Con- 
f;nm woiikoiiod (lutlr niilliorily in «H ohhch not 
oiMiiiKU'iitdd ; find that, boyoiid (hoiui powdrn mvn- 
nidmtod (hoy Iiiid noao, oxcopt thoy woro obhoii- 
thilly lUdioHHiiry h) i'.nny lido ofloct thono that 
wero n'lvim. 'Iho lUKioiid Hcotioii of tho foiulh 
artioJo of llio Coinititutioii, which d«(d(«rod (lint 
" Iho oili/.onii of (((uih 8t(it<) Hhttll hooutitlod to all 
tho privilof(OH 1111(1 iininuiiltion of c-lti/.oiin in Iho 
Hovortd 8tuton," wim Hnllfifiuttory, <o hid jud(^n»cnt, 
thnt it wiui inloiidiid tho oitiz<iim of oiuih Htiito, 
f«»i inin/,' a piirt of one hnriiioiiioiiH whole, Hhonld 
hnvo, in idf IhinKH, ciiual j7rivilcifr.fi ; tho noiuuiHury 
contiequoiutcH of whiuh wun, thnt ovory iniinj in 
hiuown Wtiito, flhouhl havo tlio imnio n-iiflitH, pnvi- 
Icfiioti, an<l poweiH, thnt any other cilizon of tho 
United Stalfn had inhin ownRlalo; othorwlHtMllo- 
contont and inunnuriiiga would urovail n|/ainst 
llio i^ononil jnovernmont who hncl doprivod liiin 
of thm equidity. 

For oxuniplo, if tho citi'/.onH of PonnBylvania, 
or Virpinia, enjoyed tho right, in tlieir own State, 
to dceido tho quoHtion whether they would havo 
Slavery or not, tho oitizona of MiHHouri, to give 
them the Hanio privilcReH, nmat liavo tho annio 
riuiit to (Jocide ivliethor thoy would or would not 
toiornto Slavery in their State ; if it woro otlior- 
wise, then tho citizona of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia would havo more riglits, privilegcB, 
and {lowers in their respective States, than 
tho oitizenB of Missouri would havo in theirs. 
Mr. S. said ho would make another quotation 
from tho eiimo work ho had before been indebted 
to, whieh bo believed had considorabio bearing 
on this question. "Tho powers delegnlod 
by the proposed constitution, to tho federal gov- 
ernment, are few and defined ; those which are to " 
remain in tho State Govenimenta, are numerous 
and indefinite ; the former will be exercised prin- 
oipnlly on external objects, as war, pence, nego- 
tiation, and foreign commerce, with which last 
the powers of taxation will, for the moat part, be 
connected. The powers reserved to the several 
States will extend to all the objects, which in the 
ordinary courae of aflfairs concern the lives, liber- 
ties, and properties of the people, and the internal 
order, improvement, and prosperity of the State." 
The applicability of this doctrine to the question 
under consideration was so obvious, that he 
would not detain tho House to give examples, 
but leave it for gentlemen to make the applica- 
tion. Ho would, however, make one other refer- 
ence to the Constitution, before he proceeded to 
speak of the practice under it ; in the second sec- 
tion of that instrument it was provided, that 
" representatives, and direct taxes, shall be ap- 
portioned among tho several States which may 
be included within this Union, according to their 
respective numbers, which shall be determined 
by adding to tho whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to service for a term of 
years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three- 
fifths of all other persons." This provision was 
not restricted to the Btates then formed, and about 
to adopt the Constitution ; but to all those States 
which might bo included within this Union, 
clearly contemplating the admiseion of new States 
thereafter, and providing, that to them, also, 
should this principle of representation and taxa- 
tion equally apply. Nor could he subscribe to 
the construction, thatns this part of the Constitu- 
tion was matter of compromise, it was to be lim- 
ited in its application to the original States only, 
ajrid not to be extended to all those States that 
might after its adoption become members of the 
Federal Union ; and a practical expo"itiou had 
been made by CongreeiB of this part of the Consti- 
tution, in the admisnioa of Kentucky, Louisiana, 



and MinHlonlpjil Rtat^w, all of whom w»iro nlnvo- 
holdiu(( HInton, and \ft onch of them thin prinolplo 
had ho(>n (ixloiided. 

Mr. H. hoUovod. tliat (ho prnolido under Iho 
Coiiiilitutliiii hud been diiroront from that now 
ooiHniidod for by gontloiiioii i ho wan iinnpprlaod 
of any ninillar provloion hnviiiK over boon HUid«, 
or attompted to ho nindo, in rolntioa to any other 
now State herotoforo munitled, Tho argiunont 
drawn from the Htaten formed out of tho Territory 
nortliwciit of the, river Ohio, ho did not consider 
aH (uinlogouB i that roMriution, if any, wiw iir*- 
poaed In puiRunnco of a compact, and only, no 
far ail Coiigroim could do, enmcd into efl'ect tho 
diflpoiiition of Virginia in roforonco to a pni t o( 
hor own original Territory, and waa, hi every 
runpeot, more jiiat, beoauoe that proviiiion wan 
made and published to the world at a tune wlion 
hut few, ll any, nottleinonto woro fonnoil within 
that tract of country; and the children of Ihono 
])eoplo of color belonging to the inhabitmitH then 
there have boon, and atill woro, hold In bondage, 
Olid were not iVoo at a given age, as was contem- 
plated by tho amondnuiiit under coiiHideration, 
nor did ho doubt but that it was eumpetent for 
any of those States admitted in pursuuiice of tho 
ordinance of '87^ to call a convention, and ho to 
alter their conatitution na to allow th. introduc- 
tion of SlavoH, if thoy tliought proper to do bo. 
To those gentlemen who had in their urgnmont, 
in support of tho amondmentu, adverted to tho 
inatniico where Congress had, by tho law author- 
izing tho people of Louisiana to form n constitu- 
tion and State govenunent, exorcised the power 
of imposing the teims and conditions on which 
they sliould bo permitted to do so, ho would re- 
commend a careful examination and cuniparison 
of those terms with tho Constitution of the 
United States, when, he doubted not, they would 
bo convinced that these restrictions were only 
such 08 were in express and positive language 
defined in the latter instrument, and would have 
been equally binding ou the people of Louisiana 
had they not been enumerated in the law giving; 
them authority to form a constitution for them- 
selves. 

Mr. S. said, he considered the contemplated 
conditions and restrictions, contained in the pro- 
posed amendments, to be unconstitutional and 
unwarrantable, from the provisions of the treaty 
of cession, by the third article of which it was 
stipulated, that "the inhabitants of the ceded 
Territory shall be incorporated in the Union of 
the United States, and admitted, iaa soon as pos- 
sible, according to the principles of the Federal 
Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, 
advantages, and immunities of citizens ot the 
United States, and, in tho mean time, they shall 
be maintained and protected in the free ei\joy- 
ment of their liberty, property, and tho rehgion 
which they profess." 

This treaty haviug been made by the compe- 
tent authority of government, ratified by the Sen- 
ate, and emphatically sanctioned by Congress in 
the acta making appropriations to carry it into 
effect, became a part of the supreme law of the 
laud, and its bearings on the rights of the people 
had received a practical exposition by the ad- 
mission of the State of Louisiana, part of the 
Bame Territory, and acquured by the same treaty 
of cession, into the Union. It was in vain fur 
gentlemen to tell him that, by the terms of the 
treaty of cesaion, the United States were not 
bound to admit any part of the ceded Territory 
into the Union cs a State ; the evidence of the 
obligation Congress considered they were under, 
to adopt States formed out of that Territory, is 
clearly deducible from the fact, that they had 
done 80 in the instance of Louisiana. But, had 
no State been admitted, formed of a part of the 
Territory acquired by that treaty, the obligation. 
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of tlio KovorniTKint to do ho would iiot< lio tl\o Iohh 
aiipiiroiit to liiiii. " Tlio liiliiiliitdiitn of tlio oodod 
'lonitoiy hIiiiII Iio Incoi'iioriitod in tlio iriiion of 
tlio Ihiitod StnlcH." Tlio imjojiIo woro not loll U\ 
llio waywni'd dlHorotioii oflliiii, or niiy ollior ({ov- 
oniiiU'iit. by miyiiitf tluit llioy may hr, iiirorjioraM 
In tlio I'liioii. Tlio InniruoRo wriii diiloroiit iiiul 
iiii|u.'i'ntivo I tfu'u Hhnfl h« invorporal.r.d." Nr. 
ticitlt, iiiidoiHtood liy tlio tonn inanpiiratcd ^Wnyi 
tlx.y Wdio to form a coimtitiioiit jmrt of tliiii ro- 
jiuldio i tluit Ilioy w<(io to boi'oino joint iiiirliiorH 
111 tlio cliiii'iiotor and cotiuoilH of tlio ooiuitry, and 
in lliu iialioiial lomion uiul iiatioiial f^aiiiii; ana 
Torritory tlioy woro not an oii«oiitial iiart of tho 
govoninu'iit ; Ilioy woro a nioro provinco, oubjoct 
io tlio actH and rogulationH of tho ^onoral govorii- 
nunit in all oaaoH whutooovcr. An a Ti 'itory 
thoy hail not all tlio rif^htH, (tilvnii/a^cii and im- 
munities, of oitiKons of tho United ntatoB. Mr. 
R. hiniHcIf fiiniiNliod nn oxnmplo, that, in thoir 
preHont oondition, thoy had nut all tho righte of 
tho othor oiti/<on» of tliu Union. Had ho a voto 
in tliid lIoiiRo 1 and yet thoBo pooplo woro, during 
tlio war,fliibjcct to certain laxca inipoBcd by C'oii- 
proH8. Had thoRO pooplo any voioo to givo in tho 
imposition of taxoa to whioli thoy woro Bubjcot, 
or 111 tho ditipositiou of tho funds of tho nation, 
and particularly thoeo arising from tho nalcB of 
tho jiublic lands to whioii thoy already had, and 
Btill would largely conlributo? Had thoy n 
voice to givo in selecting tho oilicors of this gov- 
onnnciit. or many of their own ? In short, in 
what had thoy equal rights, advantages, and iin- 
muni lien with tho other citizens of the United 
States, but in the privilege to submit to a pro- 
crastination of their rights, and in tho advantage 
to subscribe to your laws, your rules, your taxes, 
and your powers, even without ahearing? Those 
people wore also " to be admitted into the Union 
as soon as possible." Mr. Scott would infer from 
tliis expression, that it was tho understanding of 
the parties, that so soon as any portion of the 
Territory, of sufHoiont extent to form a State, 
should contain the number of inhabitants requir- 
ed by law to entitle them to a representative on 
tho tioor of this Honse, that they then had the 
right to make the call for admission, and this ad- 
mission, when made, wos to be, not on con ditions 
that gentlemen might deem expedient, not on 
conditions referable to future political views, not 
on. conditions that the constitution the people 
ahould form should contain a clause that would 
particularly open the door for emigration from 
the North or from the South, not on condition that 
the future population of the Slate should come 
from a slaveholding or non-slaveholding State, 
" Intt according to tJie principles of the Federal 
Conntitution," and none other. The people of 
Missouri were, by solemn treaty stipulation, when 
udmittcd, to cnjo^ all the rights, advantages, and 
immunities of citizens of the United States. Can 
any gentleman contend, that, laboring under the 
proposed restriction, the citizens of Missouri 
would have all the rights, advantages, and im- 
munities of other citizens of the Umon 7 Have 
not other new States, In their admission, tind 
have not all the States in tho Union, now, privi 
leges ond rights beyond what was contemplated 
to be allowed to the citizens of MisBouri 1 Have 
not all other States in this government the right 
to alter, modify, amend, and change their state 
constitutions, having regard alone to a republican 
form ? And was there any existing law, or any 
clause in the Federal Constitution, that prohibit- 
ed a total change from a slaveholding to a non- 
Blnveholding State, or from a non-slaveholding to 
a slaveholding State ? Mr. Scott thought, that if 
this provision was proper, or within the powers 
of Congress, they also had the correlative right 
toia^, that the people of Missouri should not be 
jtdmitted as a state, unless they provided, in the 



iitrination of thoir ntato cdniititutlon, that Hlavery 
iihnuld bo tolorutiid. Winild not thono coniioioa- 
tioiiH giuitlomon HtarlloatthiH, and ox(ilaini,?rAa^ 
inipOHO on tlioM> iii<oplo iilavo<<, when thoy do not 
waul tlioHi 7 Thin would bo said to bo a dinuit 
attack on the Htato indopoiidoiuio. Wax it in tho 
jiowor of CongroHu to aniiifx tho pioseiit condi- 
tion, Mr. Hcoll dcoiiuHl it dipially within tliOHCopn 
of thoir authority to nay, what color tho iiiliabil- 
aiitii of tho jaojioHiid ntato iihould bo, what do- 
itcription of property, other than alavOH, thono 
people should or nfiould not poiiMOHii, and tho 
*piautit;' of proporty ouch man should rutain, 
going upon the agrarian priiiciplo. Ho would 
ovoii go further, and say, that Ooh'^iohh had an 
wiual power to oiinct to what rclig'oii tho |iooplo 
ahould iiubHciibo; that none other .iliould bo pro- 
fcHHcd, and to provide for tho oxcoinmunicatiou 
of all thono who did not nubniit. 

Tho pcoido of MiHHouri woro, if adinillod into 
tho Union, to couio in on nn equal fo-jtlng with 
the original Statoo. That tho people of tho o"ior 
Statoflhad tho right to rogiiliito thoir own intornal 
police, to proHcribe tho \ nles of thoir own conduct, 
and, in tho formation of thoir constitutions, to 
flay whether Slavery was or was not ndmiBsiblo, 
ho believed was a iwint conceded by all. How, 
then, were tho citizens of Miasouri placed on an 
equal footing with tlie other moinbors of tho 
Union ? Equal in Boino rcspeiitH — a Blianioful 
diHcrimination in others. A discriiniiiatiuii not 
\irarranfod by tho Constitution, nor juatiticd by 
the treaty ot cession, but founded on mistaken 
zeal, or erroneous policy. Thoy were to bo 
bound down by onerous conditionB, liniif atioiis, 
and restrictions to which ho know they would 
not submit. That pcoplu were bravo and inde- 
pendontiu spirit, they were intolligont, and know 
thoir own rights ; they were competent to solf- 
goveminent, and willing to risk their own happi- 
ness and future prosperity on the legitimate exer- 
cise of their own judgment and free will. Mr. 
Scott protested against such a guardianship as 
was contemplated now to bo assumed over his 
constituents. The spirit of freedom burned in 
the bosoms of the freemen of Missouri, and if 
admitted into the national family, they would be 
equal, or not come in at all. With what an anxi- 
ous eye have they looked to the east, since the 
commencement of this session of Congress, for 
the good tidings, that on them you had conferred 
the glorious privilege of self-governmont, and 
independence. What seeds of discord will you 
sow, when they read this suspicious, shameful, 
unconstitutional inhibition in their charter 7 
Will they not compare it with the terms of the 
treaty of cession, that bill of their rights, emphatic- 
ally their magna chai-ta 7 And will not the re- 
sult of that comparison be a stigma on tho faith 
of this government 7 It had been admitted by 
some gentlemen, in debate, that, were the people 
of Missouri to form a constitution conforming to 
this provision, so soon as they were adopted into 
the Union it would be competent for them to call 
a convention and alter their constitution on this 
subject. Why, then, he would ask gentlemen, 
would they legislate, when they could produce 
no peiinanent, practical effect 7 Why expose 
the imbecility of the general government, to tie 
up the hands of tlie State, and induce the people 
to nn act of chicanery, which he knew from prin- 
ciple thoy abhorred, to get clear of on odious re- 
striction on their rights 7 Mr. Scott had trusted, 
that gentlemen who professed to be actuated by 
motives of humanity and principle would not en- 
coxirnge a course of diasimulation, or, by any 
vote of theirs, render it necossory for the citizens 
of Missouri to act equivocally to obtain thoir 
rights. He was unwilling to believe, that politi- 
cal views alone led gentlemen on this or any 
other occasion j but, from the language of tlio 
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nirnil)or from Now-York (Mr. Tftvlor), lio wnn 
ooiniH'llotl to fluiijioct. Hint tlioy liiid llioir itiiiuiMice 
iipoii liiiii. 'riiiit fjoiillcumii Ihih tohl im, thut If 
ovor ho Uifl. hill prtmdui rciiUUiiioo. It woiihl lio for 
lUiiuiiH or MiMBom i i at all ov«'ntH, ho wiwhcil to 
Hoiiil out liin bvolhcrn and hin nonn. Mr. Hdott 
bt'i^L't'd that Joliovo hhn from Iho 

awlul ii|>i)r<hon(\ion oxoiliid by the inoiii)ocl of 
th'iH accoHHiou of ))(i|iulation. Ho honod tho 
lIouHO wouhl oxouHo liim wliilo bo ntat«(f, that h«* 
did not d(miro that ^^ontlonnm, bin nonR, or bia 
lirothora, in that hmd of bravo, noblo, and iudo- 
i)ondciit. froouion. Tlio mombcr aayii tlint Iho 
latiludo id too far norlli to a«hnit of Hhivnry Ihoro. 
Would tho gontloman oant bin cyo on (ho map 
boforo bini, bo would thoro nt'o, that a part of 
Kentucky, Virginia, nnd Maryland, woro oh far 
norib na Iho northern bonndiny of tho pronoflcd 
Blato of MiRBouri. Mr. Scott w»)uld thank (ho 
gonllcman if bo would condcBcend to toll him 
■what prccino lino of latiludo Buitod hin couBj'ionco, 
hia hunmnity, or his political viowa, on tbia Hub- 
jcot. (y'ould that, mcnihor bo soriouH, when bo 
made the parallel of latitudo tho moasurc of bis 

f[ood will to thoBo unfortunate blncka? Or wua 
10 tryioff how far ho could go in fallaoiouB argu- 
ment and absurdity, without creating ono bluwh 
ovon on liiB own cheek, for inconelBlency ? What, 
starve the ncgroos out, iien thoni up in tho 
Bwamim and moraBsoa, confine thorn to Routhorn 
latitudoB, to long, Bcorcbing dnya of labor and 
fatigue, until the race bccomcB cctinct, that the 
fair land of MiBBouri may bo tenanted by that 
gentleman, bis brothers, and boub? Uo ex- 
pected from tho majority of the House a more 
libcrid policy, nnd belter evidence that they 
ronlly were oetuatod by humane motivca. 

Mr. S. said, ho would trouble the House no 
longer ; ho thanked them for tho attention and 
indulgence already beatowed ; but bo desired to 
apprise gontlomon, before ho eat down, that they 
wore sowing the Boeds of discord in this Union, 
by attempting '.o admit states with unequal privi- 
leges and unequal rights ; that they were aigning, 
aealing, and delivering their own deatli-warrant ; 
that the weapon they were so unjuatly wielding 
against the people ol Missouri, was a two-edged 
Bword. From the cumulative nature of power, 
the day might come when the generol govern- 
ment might, in turn, undertake to dictate to tliem 
on questions «f internal policy; Missouri, now 
weak and feeble, whose fate and murmurs would 
excite but Utile alarm or fiensibility, might be- 
come an easy victim to motives of policy, party 
zeal, or mistaken ideas of power; but other times 
and other men would succeed ; a future Congress 
might come, who, under the sanctified forma of 
constitutional power, would dictate to tliem odious 
conditions ; nay, inflict on their internal independ- 
ence a wound more deep and dreadful than even 
this to Missouri. The House had seen the force 
of precedent, in the mistaken application of the 
conditions imposed on the people of Louisiana 
anterior to their admisbiou into tlie Union. And, 
whatever might be the ultimate determination of 
the House, Mr. S. considered this question big 
with the fate of Cassar and of Rome. 

Mr. (Jobs, of Georgia, observed that he 
did not rise for the purpose of detaining the at- 
tention of the House for any length of time. He 
was too aensible of the importance of each mo- 
ment which yet remained of the session to ob- 
trude many remarks upon their patience. But, 
upon a measure involving the important conse- 
quences that this did, he felt it to be an imperious 
duty to express his sentiments, and to enter hia 
most solemn protest against the principle propos- 
ed for adoption by the amendment. Were gen- 
tlemen aware of what they were about to do 7 
Did they foresee no evil consequences likely to 
result out of the measure if adopted 7 Gould 



thoy nuiipoHo that (ho noutborn Rtafcn would mh- 
mil with pullonco (on nionHurotho ofl'cot of which 
w«Mild bo to oxoludo thorn from all oi^joymont of 
(bo vnnl n>|(ion puiobanod by Iho United Hla(<yi 
beyond (ho MiiiniHuipni, nnd which lu'longcd 
o<|ually (o lliom an to (ho imi'tliorn SinlchT Ho 
vonturtMl t<» aitnuro thoni (hat (hoy would not. 
Tho people of Iho fhireholdiiiff Sdttrt, m (hoy 
are called, /enow (luilr rightn, iind will inaint 
upon (ho ciijoymont of thcui. Ho nliould not now 
attompKo go over grouuil already ocoupiod by 
otherii, with much more ability, and atlompt to 
nliow (hut, by Iho (r<Mi(y with Kran<M), (ho people 
of (hat Territory wore nocurcd in tho onjoynutnt 
of (ho proi»or(y which llioy hold in their iilavow. 
That Iho I'ropuRod anuindinent wmh an infrnclion 
of (his (rcaty, liatl boon nioet dearly nhown. Nor 
would ho altompt to roiunio from nlandor tho 
character of the people of tho Routhern Stntcn, in 
(heir conduct (owardn, and trcatmonl of, their 
bliutk population. Tliat bad alno been dono 
with a degree of force and eloquence, to which 
ho could j)rotond n«i claim, by Iho genllcnian 
from Virgmia (Mr. Harbour), and the nonorablo 
Bpoakor. Ho was, howov«)r, clearly of opinion 
that CongrcHspoKmRKV.d no powa- under thv Con- 
Btitution to atlopt tho nriiutiplo proposed in tho 
nmeiidmont. Ho called ujiou tho advocatea of it 
to point out, and lay their linger upon that clauso 
of tho ConRtitulion of tho buitod StatcB, which 
gives to thia body the right to logialate upon tho 
eubject. Could they eluiw in what olauBO or flec- 
tion this right was cxprcnnly given, or from whicli 
it could bo inferred ? UnbiBS thie authority could 
be shown, Congrees would bo mmimng n power, 
if the amendinwit prevailed, not delegated to 
thcra, and most dangerous in its oxerciBO. Whet 
i« the end and tendency of tho ineaeure pronoaodT 
It is to impose on tho State of Missouri conditioua 
not imposed upon any other State. It is to de- 
prive her of one branch of aovereignty not sur- 
rendered by any other State in tho Union, not 
even those oeyond the Ohio; for nil of them had 
legislated upon thia aubject j all of them had de- 
cided for IhemBelves whether Slavery ahould be 
toleratefl, at the time they framed their several 
conBtitutions. He would not now discuss the 
propriety of admitting Slavery. It is not now a 
question whether it is politic or impolitic to tole- 
rate Slavery in the United States, or jn a particu- 
lar State. It was a discussion into which he 
would not^mt^ himself to be dragged. Admit, 
however, its moral impropriety : yet there was a 
vast difference between moral impropriety and 
political sovereignty. The people of New York 
or Pennaylvania may deem it highly immoral 
and politically improper to permit Slavery, but 
yet tney possess the sovereign right and power 
to permit it, if they choose. They can to-morrow 
80 alter their conatitutions and laws as to admit it, 
if they were so diaposed. It is a branch of sove- 
reignty which the old Thii-teen States never sur- 
render in the adoption of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. Now, the bill proposes that tho new State 
shall be admitted upon an equal footing with the 
other states of the Union. It is in this way only 
that ahe can be admitted under tho Constitution. 
ITiese words can have no other meaning than 
that she shall be required to surrender no more 
of her rights of sovereignty than the other States, 
into a union with which she is about to be ad- 
mitted, have eurrendered. But if the proposed 
amendment is adopted, will not this new State be 
shorn of on^brancn of her sovereignty, one right, 
which the other States may and nave exercised, 
(whether properly or not, is immaterial,) and do 
note exorcise whenever they think fit 1 

Mr. C. observed, that he did conceive the prin- 
ciple involved in the amendment pregnant with 
danger. It was one, he repeated, to which he 
believed the people of the region of country. 
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wlil<il> ho roproiiontod tvoutd not quiolly Biibmit. 
Ho riiiKliI, ])(.'iliiipn, iiuli||oot. hiiiinolf to ri(li(!iilo, 
for nUoiii|iMi)fJt tlio (|[N|ilay of ii of luoplKioy 
whioli lio (lid not ]iii(ihohii, or of vionl niul oiithtim- 
nmu for wliioli lio wnn oiititlod to lUtIo orodit. 

\w win'nml tlio ntlvooiilon of thiii inonniiro 
nirniiiHt Mio oortnin olfonlii wliUth it. iniiiit, prodiioo. 
KlfoolH dcHlnuilivo of the r)0(ioo nud linrinonv of 
iJu) Uiitoii. llo holiovoil tlmf. tlioy wmi kiuiiliiifjc 
A ilro wliioli nil tlio wutorn of the otumn <iould 
not oxtiiigtiiah. It could bo oxtiiif^iuHhud only in 
blotul I 

Mr. LivKiiMOHK, of N. IT., aaid, T am in fii- 
vor of the propoKod nmondinont. The ohjuct of it w 
to provont tlio oxtonnion of Hhivory ovor tho Tor- 
ritory ceded to tho Unitod Htnt»m oy Frnnco. It 
muiordrt with tho diotntoH of ronHOiij nnd tho bent 
foolin^iii of tho humnn lionrt ; nnd in not onlouln- 
tod to intorrupt nny logitiinnto ri^'it nrlninp cither 
fVoin tho Conntitiition or iiny other compnot. I 
propoao to nhow what Shivery in. (iiid to_ mention 
o few of tho nwmy ov :!.-. which follow in ita train ; 
Bnd I hopo to cviiuio than' wo nro not bound to 
tolorfttc ttio oxistoeiCu uf bo ditigrncoful n stnto ot" 
UiinjjfH beyond ita prosont extent, nnd that it 
would bo imnolitio nnd very unjnat, to lot it 
nprodd ovor the whole faeo of our Woslom Ter- 
ritory. Slavery in tho United Stntoa, is the con- 
dition of mtm aubjooted to tho will of a innstor, 
who cim make nny disposition of him ahort of 
tnking nwny hia life. In thoao States whore it is 
tolonitod, InwBore onnetod, mnking it penal toin- 
Atruot einvoa in the art of rondinpf, nnd they nro 
not permitted to attend nablio worship, or to hoar 
the goapel pronched. Ihua, tho light of eoience 
ond of religion is utterly excluded from the 
mind, that tho body may be more easily bowed 
down to Bervitude. Tho bodies of elavoa may, 
with impunity, be prostituted to nny purpose, 
and detonnea iu nny manner by their owners. 
The sympnthiea of nature in elaves are disre- 
gardea : mothers nnd children nre^ sold and 
separated ; the children wring their little hands, 
ond expire in agonies of grief, while the bereft 
mothers commit suicide, in despair. How long 
will tho desire of wealth render us blind to the 
ain of holding both the bodies and souls of our 
fellow-men in chains ! But, sir, I lxo. admonished 
of the Constitution, and told we cannot emanci- 
pate slavea. I know we may not infringe that 
instrument, and therefore do not propose to 
emancipate slaves. The proposition before us 
goes only to prevent our citizens from making 
■laves of such as have a right to freedom. In 
the present slaveholding States let Slavery con- 
tinue, fur oar boasted Constitution connive? at 
it ; but lio not, for the sake of cotton and tobacco, 
let it be told to future ages that, while pretend- 
ing to love liberty, we have purchased an exten- 
sive country, to disgrace it with the foulest re- 
proach of nations. Our Constitution requires no 
Buch thing of us. The ends for which that su- 
preme law was made, are succinctly stated in 
its preface. They are first to form a more per- 
fbct Union, and insure domestic t^anc^uillity. 
Will Slavery effect this ? Can we, sir, by mmgling 
bond with free, black spirits with white, like 
Shakespeare's witches in Macbeth, form a more 
perfect Union, and insure domestic tranquillity ? 
Secondly, to establish justice. Is justice to be 
established by snfojectmg half mankind to the 
wHt of the other half? Justice, sir, is blind tD 
colors, tind weighs in equal scales the rights of 
oil men, whether white or black. Thirdly, to 
provide fer the oommon defense, and secure the 
blessings of liberty. Does Sla\'ery add anything 
to the common defense ? Sir, the strength of a 
republic is in the arm of freedom. But, above 
all things, do the blessings of liberty consist in 
Slavery? If there is any aincerity in our profes- 



nion, that HIavcry la an ill, t«»lornt«d only flom 
noi'oanity, lot un not, while wo fool timl ill, whun 
tho euro, which connintnonly in fui honoiit itvownl 
tliat liberty nnd equal rlf^htn nro tlin end nud aim 
of nil our inntitutiona, and that lo lolcirnto 
Hlavory beyond the nnrrowont liinitn proHnribed 
for it l)y tho Conatitutlon, ia n I'orvcraioM of 
thorn nil. 

Hlnvory, nir, I repeat, in not cfllaldinhod by our 
Conntltution i but r\ iinrtof thoMlntca nro indulged 
in the oinnminHion otn nin from which Ihoy could 
not nt onco bo rcHtrninod, nud which thoy would 
not oonnont to nban)lon. But, air, if wo could, 
by any nrocoaa of ronaoning. bo bi'oi\ght to bo- 
liovo it juntillablo lo hold othcra to involuntary 
norvitudo, riolicy forbida that wo ahould incicnao 
it. Kvon the inoHOiit Blnvoholdinjf Htatta have an 
intercut, I think, in limiting the oxtont of involun- 
tary aorvitudo; for, ahould i;lave« bccoino much 
moro niunorouH, nnd, conacioua of thoir Htrongth, 
drnwthoBWord ngiiinat thoir maatora, it will bo 
to the free Htntca tho innetci'a inual resort for nn 
ofllcicnt power to aupproaa acrvilo inauncction. 
But we have made n treaty with Frniuio, which, 
wo nro told, can only bo preserved by tho chnruia 
of Slavery. 

Sir, said Mr L., until the coded Territory ehnll 
have been made into States, nnd tho now 
Stntca ndmittod into tho Union, wo cim do what 
wo will with it. We cnn govern it ns n province, 
or Boll it to nny other nntioii. A part of it ia 
probably nt thia time eeld to Spain, nnd tho in- 
habitants of it may aeon not only enjoy tho com- 
forta of Slavery, but tho blosainga ot the holy in- 
quisition along with them. The question ia on 
tiio udmieaion of Miasouri, as a State, into the 
Union. Suioly it will not be contended that wo 
are bound by tho treaty to ndmit it. Tho treaty- 
mnking power does not extend so far. Cnn tho 
President and Senate, by a treaty with Great 
Britain, make the province of Lower Canada a 
State of this Union? To be received as a Stato 
into this Union, is a privilege which no country 
can claim as a right. It is a favor to be granted 
or not, ns the United States may choose. When 
the United States think proper to grant a favor, 
they may annex just ana reasonable terms: and 
what can be more reasonable than for these States 
to insist that a new Territory, wishing to have 
the benefits of freedom extended to it, should re- 
nounce a principle that militates with juetice, 
morality, religioa, and every essential right of 
mankind? Louisiana was admitted into tho 
Union on terms. The conditions, I admit, were 
not very important, but still they recognize the 
principles for which I contend. 

An opportunity is now presented, if not to 
diminish, at least to prevent the growth of a siu 
which sits heavily on tho soul of every one of 
ns. By embracing this opportunity, we may re- 
trieve the national character, and, in some degree, 
our own. But if we suffer it to pass unimproved, 
let us at least be consistent, and declare tnat our 
Constitution was made to impose Slavery, nnd 
not to establish liberty. Let us no longer tell 
idle tales about the gradual abolition of Slavery ; 
away with colonization societies, if their de- 
sign is only to rid us of free blacks and tur- 
bulent slaves; have done also with bible so- 
cieties, whose views are extended to Africa and 
the East Indies, while they overlook tho deplora- 
ble condition of their sable brethren within our 
own borders ; make no more laws to prohibit the 
importation of slaves, for the world must see that 
the object of such laws is aloBe to prevent the 
glutting of a prodigious market for the iiesh nnd 
blood of man, which we are about to establish in 
the West, and to enhance the price of sturdy 
wretches, reared, like black cattle and horses, for 
sale on our own plantations. 
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Tho lloHHO bin thuH punned, rcftchcd tho 
RonaU), Fob, J*?tli, when it wiui iwul twico 
and Hciili 1^) a Bdloot Ooir.mitlx^o alroiidy 
raiwMl on a liko application from Alabama, 
conHiHliiig of 

Momirn. Tiiitof 0(1,, Monw of Ohio, "Willininji 
of MiiiM., KtlwftrdB of 111., Willlftinn of Toiiii. 

On tho 22nd, Mr. Tait, from this (Jonimitr 
too, reported tho bill with amcndmcntH, fitrik- 
out tho auti-Hlavory rostrictiona inHortcrt by 
tho lIoHHO. This bill wnfl takon np in Com- 
mitUui of tho Whole on tho 27th, when Mr. 
Wilson of N. J. moved ita pofltponomcnt to 
tho nth of March— that ia, to tho end of tho 
Boeaion— negatived : Yciw 14 ; Naya 23. 

Tho SenatAi then procooded to voto on 
ogreeinir to tho amentlmcntB reported by the 
Select Committee, viz. : 1. to strike out of tho 
House bill tho following : 

" And that all children of olavoa born within 
<ho Bftid State, after tho admiBoion thereof into 
tho Union, Bhall bo (Voo, but may bo hold to Bor- 
vico until tho ago of twouty-ono years." 

Which was stricken out by the following 

vote : 

YEAS — Against the Restriction: 

MoBBTB. Barbour of Va Looko of Mias. 

Crittenden of Ky. Maoon of N. C. 
Daggett of Conn. OUa of Mass. 
Eaton of Tonn. Palmer of Vt. 
Edwards of III Roberts of Ponn. 
Eppea of Va. Sanford of N. Y. 
Fromentin of La. Tait, of Ga. 
GaUlard of S. C. Talbort of Ky. 
Goldaborough Md, Taylor of Ind. 
Horsey of Del. Thomas of 111. 
Johnson of La. Trichenor of Vt. 
King of N. Y. Van Dyke of Del. 
Laoock of P(t. Williams of Miss. 
WiUiams of Tenn.— 27. 

NAYS — For the Restriction: 

Messrs. Bonill of R. I. Morrill of N. H. 
Diokerson of N. J. Noble of Ind. 
Mellen of Mass. Ruggles of Ohio. 
Wilson of N. J.— 7 

The Senate then proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the House Kestriction, as follows : 

" And provided also, That the further introduc- 
tion of smvery or involuntary servitude be pro- 
hibited, except for the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the par^ shall have been duly con- 
victed." 

The vote on this clause was as follows : 

YEAS — For striking out the Restriction : 

Messrs. Barbour of Va. Leake of Miss. 
Crittenden of Ky. Macon of N. C. 
Eaton of Tenn. Otis of Mass. 
Edwards of 111. Palmer of Vt. 
Eppes of Va. Stokes of N. C. 
Fromentin of La. Talbot of Ga. 
Gaillard of S. C. Tmt of Ga. 
Goldsborough Md.Thomaa of 111. 
Horsey of Del. Van Dyke of Del. 
Johnson La. Williams of Miss. 
Laoock of Po. Williams of Tenn.— 22. 

NA YS — Against striking out : 

Messrs. Bnrrill of R. I. Noble of Ind. 

Daggett of Conn. Roberta of Po. 

Dana of do. Ruggles of Ohio, 

Dickerson of N. J. Sonmrd of N. Y. 



King of N. Y. Ploror of N. H. 

MdlU^ii of Mnnn. Taylor of Ind. 

M(.rrill of N. H. Ti«lienor of Vt. ^ 

Morrow of Ohio, Wllaon of N. J.-lfl. 

'I'he bill tlutH amended waw ordeitid to bo 
«ngro.HH(;d, and wan (March 2nd--l«ijt day but 
ouo of tho Kcimion) road a third time, and 
piuiHcd without a diviHion. 'J'ho bill wa« on 
that day returned to tho HoiiHO, and the 
amendmeniH of tho Senate read : whereupon, 
Mr. Tallmadge of N . Y. moved tliat tho bill bo 
postponed indefinitely. Ywuj 09 ; Nays 74. 

[Tho rooord nhowa hardly a volo olmugod froitt 
Yoft, on tlio original poflfuigo of tho UoBtriotion.to 
Nay now, but umny nieuibom who vol«d Ihoa 
woro now abflont or silent.] 

The vote was then taken on concurring in 
the Sonatc'H amendments, aa aforesaid, and 
the Ilouao refused to concur : Yeas 70 ; 
Nays 78. 

(Hardly ft vote oUnngcd; but moro Mombont 
voting than on tho provious diviflion, and lees 
than when the Restriction woa carried.] 

The bill was now returned to tho Senate, 
with a message of non-concurrenoe ; whoJl 
Mr. Tait moved that the Senate adhere to ita 
amendment, which was carried without a 
division. The bill being thus remanded to 
the House, Mr. Taylor of N. Y. moved that 
the House adhere to ita disagreement, which 
prevailed. Yeas 78; Navs 66. So the 
bill fell between the two Houses, and wa« 
lost. 



The southern portion of the then Territory 
of Missouri (organized by separation from 
Louisiana in 1812) was excluded from the 
proposed State of Missouri, and organized as 
a separate Territory, entitled Arkansas. 

The bill being under consideration, Mr. 
Taylor of N.Y. moved that the foregoing re- 
striction be applied to it also ; and the clause^ 
proposing that slaves bom therein after the 
passage of this act be free at twenty-fivS 
years of age, was carried (Feb. 17th) by 7d 
Yeas to 73 Nays ; but that providing against 
the farther introduction of slaves was lost j 
Yeas 70 ; Nays 71. The next day, the clause 
just adopted was stricken out, and the bill 
ultimately passed without any allusion to 
Slavery. Arkansas of course became a Slave 
Territory and ultimately (1836) a Slave 
State. 



VH. 

THE BECOND MISSOUBI STRUGGLE. 

A new Congress assembled on the 6th of 
December, 1819. Mr. Clay was again 
chosen Speaker. On the 8th, Mr. Scott, 
delegate from Missouri, moved that the 
memorial of her Territorial Legislature, aa 
also of several citizens, praying her admifif» 
sion into the Union as a State, be referred to 
a select committee ; carried, and Messrs. 
Scott of Mo., EobertBon of Ky., Terrell d! 
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Ga., Strotber of Va., and De Witt of N. Y, 
(all bjit . Ibe last from the slave region), 
■were appointed said committee. 
, Mr. Strong' of N. Y. that day gave no- 
tice of a bin " To prohibit the further exten- 
sion of Slavery in the United States." 
i On the 14th, Mr. Taylor of N. Y. moved 
a select committee on this subject, which was 
granted ; and the mover, with Measi-s. Liver- 
more of N. H., Barbour (P. P.) of Va., 
Lov/ndes of S. 0., Fuller of Mass., Hardin 
9f Ky., and Outhbert of Ga., were appointed 
Quch committee. A majority of this com- 
mittee being PrO-Slavery, Mr. Taylor could 
do nothing ; and on the 28th the Uommittee 
was, on motion, discharged from the further 
jionsideration of the subject. 
, On the same day Mr. Taylor moved : 

«' That a Committoo bo appointed with inatrno- 
tions to report a bill prohibiting the further ad- 
mission of Slaves into the Territoriea of the 
United States west of the river Mississippi." 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md., this re- 
solve was sent to the Committee of the 
Whole, and made a special order for Jan. 
10th ; but it was not taken up, and appears 
to have slept the sleep of death. 
. In the Senate, the memorial of the Mis- 
souri Territorial Legislature, asking admis- 
sion aa a State, was presented by Mr. Smith 
of S. C, Dec. 29th, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, which consisted of, 

Messrs. Smith of S. C, Leake of Misa., Bur- 
rill of R. I., Logan of Ky., Otis of Mass. 



DANIEL WEBSTER ON SLAVERY EX- 
TENSION. 

• The following " Memorial to the Congress 
of the United States, on the subject of re- 
straining the increase of Slavery in New 
States to be admitted into the Union," in 
pursuance of a vote of the inhabitants of 
Boston and its vicinity, assembled at the 
$tate House on the 3rd of December, 1819, 
was drawn up by Daniel Webster, and signed 
by himself, George Blake, Josiah Quincy, 
James T. Austin, etc. It is inserted here 
instead of the i-esolves of the various New 
England Legislatures, as a fuller and clearer 
statement of the views of the great body of 
the people of that section during the pen- 
dency of the Missouri question : 

"MEMORIAL 

" To the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States, in Congress asseniDled ; 

r " The undersigned, inhabitants of Boston and 
its vicinity, beg leave moat jrespectfully and hum- 
bly to represent : That tlio question of tho intro- 
duction of Sldvery into tho now States to be 
formed on tlic west stdo of tho Mississippi River, 
cppcars to them to bo a question of tho lost im- 
poi tance to tho future wclfiirc of tho United States. 
If the pro^jreaa of tliia great evil is over to bo 
Orrcstea, it jseems to the undersigned that this is 
tlio time to arrest it. A fnls© stop taken now. 



[iAVERY RESTBIOTION. 

csnnot he retrnced; and it appears to us that tie 
happiness of unborn millions rests on the measure 
which Congress on this occasion may adopt. 
Considering this as no local question, nor a quea- 
tioii to be decided by a temporary expediency, 
but aa involving great interests of tho whole 
United States, and affecting deeply and essentially 
those objects of common defense, general welfare, 
and the perpetuation of the blessmgs of liberty, 
for which the Constitution itself was formed, we 
have presumed, in this way, to otTor our senti- 
ments and expretis our wishes to tho National 
Legislature. And as various reasons have been 
suggested against prohibiting Slavery in the now 
States, it may jperhaps bo permitted to us to stato 
our reasons, both for believing that Congress 
possesses the constitutional power to make such 
prohibition a condition, on the admission of a new 
State into tho Union, and that it is just and proper 
that they should exercise that power. 

*' And in the first place, as to the constitutional 
authority of Congress. The Constitution of tho 
United States has declared tliat ' Congress shall 
have power to dispose of and make all needful 
rules and regulations respecting tho territory, or 
other property belonging to the United States: 
and nothing m this Constitution shall bo so con- 
strued as to prejudice the claims of the United 
States or of any particular State.' It is very well 
known, that tho saving in this clause of tho cltdma 
of any particular State, was designed to apply to 
claims by the then existing States, of territory 
which was also claimed by the United States as 
their own property. It has, therefore, no bearing 
on the present oaestion. ITie power, then, of 
Congress over its own territories, is, by the very 
terms of the Constitution, unlimited. It may make 
all ' needful rules and regulations/ which of course 
include all such regulations as its own views of 
policy or expediency shall, from time to time, dic- 
tate. If, therefore, m its judgment it bo needful 
for the benefit of a territory to enact a prohibition 
of Slavery, it would seem to bo as much within 
its power of legislation as any other act of local 
policy. Its sovereignty being complete, and uni- 
versal as to the territory, it may exorcise over it 
the most ample jurisdiction in every respect. It 
possesses, in this view, all tho authority which 
any State Legislature possesses over its own ter- 
ritory; and if any State Legislatuiai may, in itg 
discretion, abolish or prohibit Slavery within iw 
own limits, in virtue of its general logislativo 
authority, for tho same reason Congress also niay 
exercise tho like authority over its own territories. 
And that a State Legislature, unless restrained by 
some constitutional provision, may eo do, is un- 
questionable, and has been established by general 
practice. 

" The creation of a now State, is, in effect, a 
compact between Gongreas and the inhabitants 
of the proposed State. Congress would not prob- 
ably claim tho power of compelling the inha- 
bitants of Missouri to form a Constitution of their 
own, and come into the Union as a State. It is as 
plain, that tho inhabitants of that territory bava 
no right of admission into the Union, as a State, 
without tho consent of Congreso. Neither party 
is bound to form this connection. It can be formed 
only by tho consent of both. What^ then, pre. 
vent:S Congress, as ono of the stipulatmg parties, 
to propose its terms? And if the other party 
assents to these terms, why do they not effectually 
hind both parties 7 Or if tho inhabitants of tho 
Territory do not choose to accept tho proposed 
terms, but prefer to remain under o Territorial 
Government, has Congress deprived thorn of any 
right, or subjected them to any restraint, which, 
in its diocretion, it had no authority to do 2 If 
the admission of now States be not tho discretion- 
ary exerciBO of a constitutional power, but in all 
coses, an imperative duty, bow ia it to bo per- 
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formed? If thoConatitution meaus thot Congress 
shali admit new States, does it mean that Con- 
gi esB shall do this on every application and under 
nil circumstances 1 Or if this construction cannot 
bo admitted, and if it must bo conceded, that 
CongresB must in bomo respects exercise ita dis- 
cretion on the admission of now Btnte3,.how is it 
to bo shown that that discretion may not be exer- 
cised in regard to this subject os well as in regard 
to others 7 

" The Constitution declares, * that the migration 
or importation of auch persons as any of the States 
now exinUng, shall thmk proper to admit, shall 
not be prohibited by the Congress, prior to the 
year 1303.' It is most manifest that the Constitu- 
tion docs contemplftte, in the very terms of this 
clause, that Coagross possesses the authority to 
prohibit the migrtuion or importation of slaves; 
for it limits the exorcise of this authority for a 
specific period of time, leaving it to its full opera 
tion ever afterward. And this power seems ne- 
cessarily included in the authority which belongs 
to. Congress, ' to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations otkI among, tlic several States' No person 
has ever doubted that the prohibition of the foreign 
eliivo trade was completely within the authority 
of Congress since the year 1808. And why ? Cer- 
tainly only because it is embraced in the regula- 
tion of foreign commerce ; and if so, it may for 
the like reason be prohibited since that period 
between the States. Commerce in slaves, since 
the year 1808, being as much subject to the regu 
lation of Congress , as any other commerce, if^ it 
should see fit to enact that no slave should ever 
be sold from one State to another, it is not per 
ceived how its consiitutional right to make such 

Srovision could be questioned. It would seem to 
0 too plain to bo questioned, that Congress did 

J)osse83 the power, before the year 1808, to pro- 
libit the migration or importation of slaves into 
the ten'itories (and in point of fact it exercised 
that power) as well as into any new Stales ; and 
that its authority, after that year, might bo as 
fully exercised to prevent the migration or import 
ation of slaves into any of the old States. And 
if it may prohibit new States from importing 
slaves, it may surely, as wo humbly submit, make 
it n condition of the admission of such Stales into 
the Union, that they shall never import them. 
In relation, too, to its own Territories, Congress 
possesses a more extensive authority, and may, in 
various other ways, effect the object. It might, 
for example, make it un express condition of its 
grants of the soil, that ita owners sholl never hold 
slaves ; and thus prevent the possession of slaves 
from ever being connected Avith the ownership of 
the soil. 

"As corroborative of the views which have 
been already suggested, the memorialists would 
respectfully call the attention of Congress to the 
history of the national legislation, under the Con 
federation as well as under the present Constitu 
tion, on tliis interfering subject. Unless the mo 
morinlisfs gicatly mistake, it will demonstrate the 
Gcneo of the nation, nt every period of its legisla- 
tion, tohavo been, that tho prohibition of Slavery 
was no infringement of any just rights belonging 
to free States, and was not incompatible with the 
enjoyments of all the rights and immunities which 
an admission into tho Union was supposed to 
confer. 

"Tho memorialists, after this general survey,, 
would respectfully ask tho attention of Congress 
to the state of the question of tlio right of Con- 
gress to prohibit Slavery in that partof the fonncr 
Tcrrit(»ry of Louisiana which now forms tho Mis- 
souri Territory. Louisiana VfOB purchased of 
France by tho Treaty of the 30th April, 1803. 
Tiio third article of that Treaty is na follows : ' The 
inhabitants of tho ceded Territory shall bo incor- 
porated into fbo Union of the United States, and 



admitted as soon as possiblo, according to t?a 
principles of the Federal Conftitution, to the en- 
joyment oi nil the rights, advantages, and m- 
mnnities of citizens of llic United States ; and iii 
tho mean time thoy shall be maintained and pro* 
teoted in tho free enjoyment of their liberty, pro- 
pertjr, and tho religion which they profess.' 

" Although the language of this article is not 
very precise or accurate, the memorialists con- 
ceive that its real import and intent cannot bo 
mistaken. The first clause provides for the ad- 
mission of tho ceded territory into the Union, 
and tho succeeding clnuBo shows tliis must be 
according to the pnnciples of the Federal Con- 
stitution; and this very quaUjication necessarily 
excludes the idea that Congress were not to be at 
liberty to impose any conditions upon such ad- 
mission which wern consistent icith the principles 
of that Constitution, and which had been, or 
might justly be, applied to other new States. 
Tho language is not by any means so pointed as 
that of tho Resolve of 1780 ; and yet it has been 
seen! that that Resolve was never supposed to 
inhibit tho authority of Congress, as to the intro- 
duction of slavery. And it is clear, upon the 
plainest rule of construction, that in the absence 
of all restrictive language a clause, merely pro- 
viding for tho admission of a ten-itory into the 
Union, must bo construed to authorize an admis- 
sion in the manner, and upon the terms, which 
the Constitution itself would justify. This con- 
struction derives additional support from the next 
clause. Tho inhabitants * shall be admitted aa 
soon as possible, according to tho principles of 
the Federal Constitution, to the enioymeiit of all 
the rights, advantages, and immunities of citizens 
of the United States.' The rights, ndvantogcs, 
and immunities hero spoken of, must, from the 
very force of the terms of the clause, be such as 
are recognized or communicated by tho Consti- 
tution of the United States ; such as are common 
to all citizens, and are unifonri throughout the 
United States. Tho clause cannot be referred to 
rights, advantages, and immunities derived ex- 
clusively from the State Government, for these 
do not depend upon tho Federal Constitution. 
Besides, it would bo impopsible that all the rights, 
advantugea, and immunities of citizens of the 
different States, could be at the same time enjoyed 
by the same persons. These rights ore difierent 
in different States; a right exists in one Stato 
which is denied in others, or is repugnant to other 
rights enjoyed in others. In some of tho States, 
a freeholder alone is entitle'! to vote in elections ; 
in some a qualification of i crnorul property ia 
sufficient; and in others, ago and freedom are 
the sole qualifications of eScctorc. In eoino States, 
no citizen is permitted to hold sIrvos : in othera, 
ho possesses that power absolutely ; in others, it 
is limited. The obvious meaning, therefore, of 
the clause is, that tho rights derived under tho 
Federal Constitution, shall bo enjoyed by the in- 
habitant of Louisiana in tho same manner as by 
the citizens of other States. The United States, 
by the Constitution, are bound to guarantee to 
every Slate in the Union a republican form of 
government; and tho inhabitants of Louisiana 
are entitled, when a State, to this guarantee. 
Each Stato has a right to two Senators, and to 
Representatives according to a certain enumera- 
tion of population, pointed out in the Constitution. 
The inhaoitantfl of^ Louisiana, upon their adniiq- 
sioR into tho Union, are also entitled to theso 
privileges. The Constitution further declares, 
' that the citizens of each State shall be entitled 
to all tho privileges and immunitiea of citizens in 
tho Bovernl States.' It would seem as if tlie mean- 
ing of this clause could not well bo misinterpreted- 
It obviously applies to the case of tho removal of 
a citizen of ono State to tmother State; and ia 
such a 0080 it eecurcs to tho migrating eitizeu nil 
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Uio priviloi;on niid iiuinni)'itl(ia ofoitinionn in llin 
Htnto lo wliidli ho I'oinovoH. It oniiiiot, nuroly bn 
«oatoii(l«i(l, upon nny ratlonni intin'iirotallou, that 
U kIvoii to tlio i^llUoiin of (inch Htntc nil tho privi- 
logOH (mil liimiuuitioH of tho oltlximit of (wnry otiior 
fltnto, nt tho niium ihno, niid iiiulor nil (ih'uuui- 
ntiuuuin. Kiioh n ooiiHlriKitioit would lond to tho 
HMont (txtrnordhinrv ooiiHoqiunicoii. It would nt, 
oiu;o (UiHti'oy nil tiio fu(idninont(d limltotioi ii of 
tho Htiito (uuintUiitionn upon tho ri|j;htn of thoir 
own oitiTioiiHi nud Iflivvo nil thoNo ri|;h(ii to tho 
jnoioy of tho oitijionB of nny othor Htnlo, which 
Hhould ndopt diflVtront limitntionB. Acoordiuf; to 
thill conntruoliou, if nil tho 8tnto conntitutionn, 
navo on(.% prohibited Hlnvory, it would bo In tho 
powor of thiU, Hiii^lo Stnto, by tho ndmiBHion of 
iho rit.'^lit of itH oiti/.onn to hold fllnvoH, to (loinniu- 
nlonto llui iminn right to tho citizenn of nil tho 
othor HtdtoH within thoir own oxcduHivo liinitN, in 
dotlnnco of their own ooniititutiouul prohibltiunH ; 
«nd to render tho nbHnrdity Btill more apparent, 
tho HHino conBtruotion would ooimniunieuto thu 
mont oppoBilo and irreconoilablo righin th tho 
oitizoiiB of dilTorent Htntca nt tho Rnnio time. It 
aoonia, thcreforo, to bo undoninblo, upon nny rn- 
tionnl interpretation, that thio olnuBo of tho €un- 
Rtitutiou eomniunicatod no righta in nny Stnto 
which it(< own oitizonB do not enjoy ; and that tho 
citi/,enB of IjOuiBinnn, upon their adiniHnion into 
tho Union, in receiving tho benefit of this elnuBCi, 
would not enjoy higher or moro extonflivo righta 
than tho oltizouB of Ohio. It would communicate 
to tho former no right of holding filavca except in 
States where the citizens already poBBeeecd tho 
enmo right under their own State Constitutions 
and laws. » ♦ • • • 

" Upon tho whole, tho memorialistB would most 
respectfully submit that the terms of tho ConBti- 
tutiou, ns well aa tho practice of tho Governmenta 
under it, must, as they humbly conceive, entirely 
justify the conclusion that Congress may pro- 
hibit the furtlier introduction of Slavery into its 
own territories, and also moko such prohibition a 
condition of the admiesion of ony new State into 
the Union. 

"If tho constitutional powor of Conges to 
make the proposed prohibition be satislactorily 
shown, the justice and policy of such prohibition 
seem to the undersigned to be supported by plain 
and strong reasons. The permission of Slavery 
in a new State, necessarily draws after it an ex- 
tension of that inequality of representation, which 
ahready exists in regard to me original States. 
It cannot be expected that those of the original 
States, which do not hold slavea, can look on 
Buch an extension as being politically just. As 
between the original States the representation 
rests on compact and plighted faith ; and your 
memorialists have no wish that that compact 
should be disturbed, or that plighted faith in the 
slightest degree violated. But the subject as- 
eumes an entirely dififerent character, when anew 
State proposes to be admitted. With her there is 
no compact, and no faith plighted ; and where is 
the reason that she shoula come fJito the Union 
with more than an equal share of political im- 
portance and political iKiwer 7 Already the ratio 
of representation, established by the Constitution, 
has given to the States holding elavea twenty 
members of the House of Bepresentatives more 
than they would have been entitled to, except 
under the particular provision of the Constitution. 
In all proDability, thiB number will bo doubled 
in thirty years. Under these circumstances, we 
deem it not an unreasonable expectation that the 
inhabitants of Missouri ehoula propose to come 
into the Union, renouncing tho right in (Question, 
and establishing a constitution prohibiting it for 
ever. Without dwelling on this topic, wo have 
still thought it our duty to present at to the con- 
sideration of Congress. We present it with a 



deep and oarnont fcoliuf^ of Uh hnportnucio, and wo 
roBpoottiilly HolidU. for it Ihn full coiinldoratlon of 
tho Nationid IjOKlHluturo. 

" Your HiomorinliBtn wore not without Iho hope 
that Iho tinin had itt ton|.rlh arrived when tho in- 
convenifnico and tho dinigor of Ihiii doBorlprlort 
of p<>|)uliition had liocnnu) apparout in all iinrln 
of thifi onuutry, and in (dl pnrtii of tho civilized 
world. It might have heou hopod that tho now 
HtatoHlhoiuBolvoH would have had nu(di a view of 
their own pormanont IntiirentH and pronporlty an 
would have lod them to prohibit i<n oxtcnnion and 
liicroaB*;. 'I'ho wondwrful increnBo and proHpority 
of tho StntoH north of tho Ohio m uiunuwHonnbly 
to bu (wcribcd, in a groat meanuro, to Iho conno- 
(luencon of t!»o ordinivnon of 1787 ; and few, in- 
deed, nro tho oecnBionB, in tho liiBtory of nationn, 
in which bo much can bo dono^ by a nlnglo not, 
for tho bcnoflt of future goneiahoiie, aa wan done 
by that ordin(mue, and an may now bo doiio by 
tho CongrcHd of tho United StatcH. Wo aiipoiu 
to Iho iuatico and to tho wifldom of tho National 
Ceuncils to prevent tho further progrcHB of Q 
great and aerioue evil. Wo appeal to thoBo who 
look forward tn the remote conBoqucncop of thoir 
monBuros, and who cannot bnlnuco a temporary 
or trilling convenience, if tliorewero such, against 
a pormanont, growinff, nnd denolating evil. Wo 
cannot forbear to remind tho two IIoubos of Con- 
groBS that tho early and dooisivo measures adopt- 
ed by tho American Government for the abolition 
of tho Blave-trado, are among tho proudest memo- 
rials of our nation's glory. That Slavery wna ever 
tolerated in tho Kepublio is, aa yet, to bo attrib- 
uted to Iho policy of anotlior Government. No 
imputation, thus far, rcflts on any portion of tho 
American Confederacv. Tho Miaaouri Territory 
is a new country. If its extensive nnd fertile 
field shall bo opened as a market for Blavee, tho 
Government will seem to become o party to n 
tratfic which, in so many acts, through so many 
years, it has denounced as impolitic, uncbriatian, 
inhuman. To enact laws to puniah the trnjOio, 
and, at the annie time, to tempt cupidity and ava- 
rice by tho allurements of an insatiable market, 
is incossiatent and irreconcilable. Government, 
by such a course, would only defeat its own pur- 
poses, and render nngatory its own measures. 
Nor can the laws derive support from the man- 
ners of the people, if the power of moral senti- 
ment be weakened by enjoying, under the per- 
mission of Government, great facilities to com- 
mit olTenses. The laws of the United States have 
denounced heavy penalties against the traffic in 
slaves, because such traffic is deemed unjust and 
inhuman. We appeal to the spirit of these laws : 
We appeal to this justice and humanity : We 
ask wnether they ought not to operate, on the 
present oc^^ion , with all their force 7 We have 
a strong feeling of the injustice of any toleration 
of Slavery. Circumstances have entailed it on 
a portion of our community, which cannot be im- 
mediately relieved from it without consequences 
more injurious than the suffering of the eviL But 
to permit it in a new country, where yet no hab- 
its are formed which render it indispensable, what 
is it, but to encourage that rapacity, and fraud, 
and violence, against which we have so long 
pointed the denunciations of our penal code? 
What is it, but to tarnish the proud fame of tlio 
country 7 What is it, but to throw euspioion on 
its good faith, and to render questionable all its 
profeesions of regard for the right of humani- 
ty and the liberties of mankind 7 

" As inhabitants of a free country— aa citizens 
of a great and rising Bepublio — aa members of a 
ChrisUan community — as living in a liberal and 
enlightened age, and as feeling ourselves called 
upon by the dictates of religion and humanity, 
we have presumed to offer our sentinients to 
Congress on this question, with a eolioitude for 
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tho ovonl fnr boyoiul ■vvhiit ft cdiiinioli floonniou 
noiihl iimitiro." 

Timf^Mid of rdin iiitiiiK tho BpcoohcH clioit^id 
by thin fniitful tlioiiKi, wlMi muHt iiowinfiiirily, 
to a groat «ixtont, bo a incro roprotluotion of 
ideiiH oxprcHHod in tho dobiito of tho hint hch- 
uion, tihoiidv givoii, wo licro iximvl tho 
Holv(!fl of tho .lx!ginhituroH of Now- York, 
Now-.r(TRoy, ronnBylviiuia, Dohiwiuo, nntl 
Koiituoky— tho Ihut throo bcinff unaniinoiw 
oxproHHioiiH in favor of tShivcry llcRtriotion ; 
tho fo)u th, from n Shivo Htato, iiIho in fuvor 
of Bucli ItcHtriction, thougli probably not 
unanimonaly agrctul to by tho l^igishituro ; 
tho hiat against Kcstricliou, and also (wo 
prcsumo) ntiauimous. Tho rx-gishiturca of 
tho Froo StatcB wore generally unanimoua 
for Restriction ; those of tho Slave States 
(Dohiwarc oxcoptod) unaninious a{?ain8t it. 
It is not deemed necessary to print more 
than tho following : 

NEW YOKK. 
" State of Now- York, in AsBombly, Jan. 17, 

1820: 

" H7icrcrt«,ThoinliibitinKtho further oxtonaion 
of Slavery in thefio United Stntoa ie a Bubjoct of 
deep concern nmong tho people of this State ; and 
whorons wo conaidor Slavery as on evil much to 
be deplored ; and thnt oveiy constitutional barrier 
should be interposed to prevent ita further oxton- 
8'on; ond that the Constitution of tho United 
States clearly gives Congress tho right to require 
of new States, not comprised with tho original 
uoundorics of these United States, tho prohibition 
of Slavery, as a condition of its admission into tho 
Union : Therefore, ^"-^ 

"Resolved (if tho honorable tho Senate concur 
herein), That our Senators be instructed, ond our 
Bepresentotives in Congress bo requested, to op- 
pose the admission as a State into the Union, any 
territory not comprised as aforesaid, without 
making the prohibition of Slavery therein an in- 
dispensable condition of admission : therefore, 

''Resolved, That measures be taken by the clerks 
of the Senate and Assembly of this State, to trans- 
mit copies of the preceding resolutions to each of 
our Senators and Kepresentatives in Congress." 

[Unanimoosly concurred in by the Senate.] 

NEW JEESEY, 

Hovs£ OF Representatives, > 
January 24th, 1820, J 

Mr. Wilson of N. J. communicated the 
following Resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of New-Jersey, which were read : 

" IVhereas, A Bill is now depending in the Con- 
gress of tho United States, on the application of 
the people in the Territory of Missouri for the ad- 
mission of that Territory as a State into the Union, 
not containing provisions against Slavery in such 
proposed State, and a question is made upon the 
right and expediency of such provision. 

•* The representatives of the people of Now-Jer- 
Bey, in the Legislative Council and General 
Assembly of the said State, now in session, deem 
it a duty they owe to themselves, to their constifu- 
ents, and posterity, to declnre and make known 
the opinions they hold upon this momentous sub- 
ject ; and, 

"1. They do resolve and declare,Tbatihe{ar\b(ir 
admission of Territories into the Union, without 
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rontilct ion of Hlavory, would, in Umlr opinion, o«- 
nunttnlly impair (ho rlKht of thin and othor Mxlhilnft 
Hhd<m Ut eqiml roiuoHcnlation in Congrt-nn (a right 
at, the foundation of tlio iiolitlcftl wniiiact), inna- 
niiuih M Hiich nowly-udiniHod nlftvoholdiiifi Hlntn 
would bo rcproHonfcd on tho boala ot Uioir nlavo 
populntton ; n conccHHlon mndo nt tho fommtion 
t»f llio (^iiiititulion in favor o( tlio then oxiatinR 
HlatcH, but never nlipulaled for now HtotcB, nor to 
bo inhu-rod from nay nrliolo or olauuo in that in- 
jitrumont. 

"tl. Rcsalvcd'l'hnt to admit tho Tcrritoiy of 
Miflitouri nn u Stnto into the Union, without jiro- 
liibiting Slavery Ihcro, would, in f lie opinion ol tho 
renroHontativos of tlio people of Now-Joraoy nforo- 
naid, bo no IcMs than to annotion thia groat politi- 
cal and moral evil, furniah tlio ready monna of 
peopling a vunt Territory with HIovch, and per- 
pctuato all tho dangora, criinon, and porHicfoufl 
olfeota of doinoBtio bondage. 

" 3. Resolved, Aa the opinion of tho Uonroponta- 
tivcB aforcaaid, That iuminmch oa no Territory 
Ima a right to be; admitted into the Union, but on 
tlioprincipleaof the Federal Co'iatitution, and only 
by a law of Congrcns, consenting thereto on tlio 
part of tho oxiating States, Congreea may rightful- 
ly, and ought to rofuao such law, uiiIobh upon tho 
reaeoiiablo and juat conditions, asBontod to on tho 
poi-t of Uio people applying to become one of tho 
States. 

" 4. Resolved. In tho opinion of tho Keprcaonto- 
tivcB aforesaid, That tho article of tho Ctmstitution 
which restrains CongiOBs from prohibiting tho 
migration or importation of Slaves, until after tho 
your 1808, does, by nccossary implication, admit 
tho general power of Congrcsa over tho subject 
of Slavery, ond concedes to them tho right to regu- 
late and restrain such migration ond importation 
after that time, into the existing, or any newly-to- 
be created State. 

" 5. Resolved, Ae tho opinion of tho Representa- 
tives of the people of New- Jersey aforesaid, That 
inasmuch as Congress have a clear right to refuse 
the admission of a Territory into tho Union, by 
tho terms of the Constitution, they ought in the 
present case to exorcise that absolute discretion 
in order to preserve the political rights of the 
several existmg States, and prevent the great 
national disgrace and multiplied mischiefs, which 
must ensue from conceding it, as a matter of ri^ht, 
in the immense Territories yettoolum admission 
into the Union, beyond the Mississippi, that tETey 
may tolerate Slavery. 

•* 6. Resolved, (with the concurrence of Council,) 
That the Governor of this State be requested to 
transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to 
each of the Senators and RepresentativeB of this 
State in the Congress of the United States." 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

House of Representatives, ? 
December Uth, 1819. $ 

A motion was made by Mr. Duane and 
Mr. Thackara, and read as follows : 

" The Senate and House of Representatives of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, while they 
cherish the right of the individual Stales to ex- 
press their opinion upon ail public measures pro- 
posed in the Congress of the Union, are awwre 
that its usefulness must in a ^eat degree depend 
upon the discretion with which it is exoTCised; 
they believe that the right ought not to be resorted 
to upon trivial subjects or nmmportant occasions; 
but they are also persuaded that there are mo- 
ments when the neglect to exercise it would be a 
dereliction of pubbo duty. 

" Such an occasion, as in their judgment de- 
mands the frank expression of the sentiments of 
Pennsylvania, is now presented. A measure was 
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nrdoully HU||»pf»vUnV in ihvi IriHt (JoiiKmnn «if tlio 
Unlltut KtntoM, niid will iinibnbl^ Im na vnnwMiy 
WuM (Imiiiif (lio oxintin(( iioniimii of (liat boily, 
wliioli hnn n (inlpitblo toiKiciiny t<t iiiipnir tlui po- 
litlonl rolnlloiiH oV Out iinvornl bUitlcn i wliich In (lal- 
oulnUid to intirtlio iiooiiil liiipniiiiottn of tlio iircnoiit. 
nnd fiituro ^oiioriktloiin ; wliioli, if lulopttMl, would 
linpodo tlio iniiroli of huiiiiMiity niiu Froodoiii 
throu^li til" world I nnd wiuild trnnnfiir tVoui n 
jniHuuldod nncimtry nn odionii iiinin nnd tlx it in- 
dolilily ni»on tlio pnmont ra<!«— 1^ incnmno, in 
Iniof, wliioli nropoiicH to nprond tlio orlniofi mid 
oruolHon of HIdvory from tho biinkn <»f tho MIhhih- 
Bippl to tlio nlioroH of tlio Vnoillo. Wlion u nioa- 
Buro of thin olmraotor Ih aorioiiHly advooatod in 
tho ropiiblicnn Conf^roHn of Anun uia, in (ho nino- 
toonlh «;ontury, tho tiovornl Mtatoa aro invoked by 
tlio duly whuih thoy owo to tho Doity, by !lio 
vonoration whioh they ontorlain for tho memory 
of tho IVnindeni of tho Kopublio, and by n tender 
ni}<ard for poHtority, to protont ngainnt. itii adoption, 
to roftiBO to covenant with erimo, and to limit tho 
range of an ovil tliat nlrendy haiiKfi in awful bod- 
ing over BO largo n portion of tho Union. 

"Nor ean euch n protcflt bo entered ])y any 
Stntc witli grontor propriety than by PciuiBylvanin. 
ThiH connnonwonlth has no Hacrodiy roBpcotcd tho 
rights of other Statoa aa it hau boon careful of ita 
own ; it ban been tho invariable aim of tho people 
of Pcnnaylvania to extend to tho univorflo. by tlioir 
example, the nnndultoratod bk'HBingH of eivil nnd 
religious freedom j and it ia their pride that thoy 
have boon at all times tho practical ndvocntcB of 
thoRo iniprovomontfl and charities among men 
'whioh are so well calculated to onablo them to an- 
swer the purpoBcs of their Creator ; and above nil, 
they may boast that thoy wore foremost in re- 
moving tho pollution of Slavery from among 
tliom. 

" If, indeed, tho measure, against which Ponn- 
sylvonia considera it her duty to raise her voice, 
were calculated to abridge ony of tho rights guar- 
anteed to tho several States ; if, odious aa slavo- 
ry ia, it was proposed to hasten its extinction by 
means iiuurlons to the States upon which it was 
unhappily entailed, Pennsylvania would be 
among the first to insist upon a sacred obscrv- 
ence of the constitutional compact But it can- 
not be pretended that the rights of any of the 
States are ot all to be affected by refusing to ex- 
tend the miscbieis of human bondage over the 
bonndlesa regions of the W^t, a territory which 
formed no part of the Umou at the adoption of 
the C'onstitation ; which has been but lately pur- 
chased &om a Eorupean Power by the people of 
the Union at large; which may or may not be ad- 
mitted 09 a State into the Union at the discretion 
of Congress ; which most establish a republican 
form of Government, nnd no other; and whose 
climate affords none of the pretexts urged for re- 
sorting to the labor of natives of the torrid zone; 
such a territory has no right, inherent or acquired, 
Buch as those States possessed which established 
the existing Constitution. When that Constitu- 
tion was firamcd in September, 1787, tho concea- 
sion that three-fifths of the slaves in the States 
then existing should be represented in Congress, 
could not have been intended to embrace regions 
at that time held by a foreign power. On the con- 
trary, BO anxious were the Congress of that day 
to confine human bondage within its ancient 
home, that on the 13th of July, 1787, that body 
onanunonsly declared that Slavery or involnntaiy 
Hervitnde snouid not exist in the extenuvo terri- 
tories bounded by the Ohio, the MissLwippi, 
Canada and the Lakes ; and in the ninth article 
of the Constitution itself, the power of Congress 
to prohibit the emigration of servile persons after 
1808, is expressly recognized ; nor is there to be 
£uund in the 6tatate-b<Mk a single instance of the 
sdmigsion of a Territory to the rank of a State m 
urbich Congrcse have not adhered to the right, 



von!o(l in thorn by tho (Jonntilutioii, to (iMpiiIato 
wi(h tho Territory ii[)(>n tho ooiidiHoun of tho 
boon. 

" 'i'ho Hoiinto and Hoiirio of ltoproMoiitaliv<Mi of 
Poimi»ylviniia, thoroforo, cannot but doprooalo 
any doparturo tV<MU tho Immano and onli|i;htonod 
policy 1)111)1110(1 not only by tho illuiilriouM ('on- 
groiiii wnieh Aauiod tho (?oiiiititiition, but by tliolr 
muiooiiHorii r/itlunit oxcioptioii. Thoy aro piiniuad- 
od that, to open tho forlllo roglonii of tho Wont to 
a norvilo raoo, would t<ind to in<!ronHO (heir nuin- 
bont boyond all pant oxampio, would open n now 
and Mioady niarkot .for tho lawloHii voikIoivi of hu- 
man iloiili, and would roiidor all HoliomoH for obllt- 
orating thin numt foul blot upon tho Amorloau 
ohnraotor uhoIohk nnd unavailing. 

*' Undor tlieiio conviolionn, and in tho full per- 
nunnion that u|>on tliia topic thoro in but ono opin- 
ion in PonnHvlvania — 

" Rc.Roltml 111/ the. Scnnte nnd Home of Rcprc- 
fentntiiws of l/ia Commoawcalth of I'ennHi/tvania, 
That tho Honatora of thin State in tho Coiigroim of 
tho United States bo, and thoy are hereby in- 
fltruutod, and that tho UeproHoiitativou of tbia 
State in tho CongrcHs of tiio United Htatcn bo, and 
thoy nro hereby ref^ucHted, to vote ngninst tho nd- 
ininHion of any Territory aa a 8'ato info tho Union, 
unloBB iiaid Territory oliall atijiulato niul ngroo 
that ' tho further introduction of Slavery or in- 
voluntary Horvitudo, except for tho puniBhmont of 
Crimea whereof tho party ahnll have been duly 
convicted, ahall bo prohibited ; and that all ehil- 
dien bom within tho aaid Territory, after itu ad- 
mission into tho Union aa a State, Bhall bo free, 
but may bo held to aervico until tho ago of twen- 
ty-five yoara.' 

"Resolved, That tho Governor bo, nnd ho is 
hereby requested to cauao a copy of the foregoing 
preamblo and resolution to bo transmitted to buoq 
of the Senators and Ilonresentativca of thia State 
in tho Congress of tho United States. 

" Laid on tho table."' 

" Thursday, December 16, 1819. 

" Agreeably to tho order of tho day, tho House 
reaumed tho consideration of tho resolutions post- 
poned on the 14th inst., relative to preventing the 
introduction of Slavery into States hereafter to be 
admitted into the Union. And on tho question, 
' Will the House agree to tho resolution V the 
Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Randall and 
Mr. Souder. ond stood—Yeas, 7^(54 Democrats, 
20 Federalists) ; Nays, noM. Among tho Yeas 
were David K, Porter, late Governor, Josiah 
Bandall of Philadelphia, now a Whig supporter 
of Buchanan, William Wilkins, late minister to 
Russia, now in the State Senate, Dr. Daniel 
Sturgeon, late U. S. Senator, etc., etc. William 
Duone, editor of The Aurora, then the Demo- 
cratic Organ, also voted for the resolutions, 
as he had prominently advocated the principle 
they asscrtea. 

" The Senate unanimously concurred, and the 
Resolves were signed by Gov. William Findlay." 

DELAWARE, 

In Senate of the United States, early in 
1820, Mr. Van Dyke communicated the fol- 
lowing Iiesolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Delaware, which were read : 

" Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the State of Delawarej in General 
Assembly met : That it is, in the opmion of thia 
General Assembly, the constitutional right of tho 
United States, in Congress assembled, to enact 
and establish, as one of the conditions for the ad- 
mission of a new Stato into the Union, a provision 
which shall effectually prevent the further intro- 
duction of Slavery into such State ; and that a duo 
regard to the true interests of 6ucb Stato, aa well 
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nnof flio <)thorR(ftl<Mi,rn(iuii() lliril, flio mum nlumld 
bo doiin. 

*' UcKohipl, 'I'liut. II <i(ti)y (»f Hid nliovo niul f(»io- 
({0111(5 iviiolHlioii 1)0 (rmimnidod, by tito Bltoaluir 
of flio Hiiimto, l<> oiuili of tho Hciiutoin Unitio- 
(i(mtiilivoi\ from Uiin Hliito in (lio Coiijjromi of llio 
Uiiitod Hliitim." 



KKNTU(!KV. 

In Honal(\.rniiuary 2'lth, 1H20, Mr. Logan 
coiinnuniciilcd Wxo Collowiii^' pn;airil)le and 
KcMoliitioiiH of tho lj«fj;itilatm'0 of tho StaU; 
of Konludvy, which woro read : 

" Wlu'ira 'it, TIm) Coimlitnlioii of (ho IJnitotl 
Billion inovidcH for Iho (uhriiHHion of now SliitoH 
iiiU) tliu IToiuii, (111(1 It in jiiHt (iiid |iro|ier Unit all 
niioh HtiitoM iiliould Ito OHtiiliiiHliod upon tlio footing 
of original HtaloH, with n vi(ny (o tho proHcrvntion 
of Stttio 8ovoioi(;nt.y, tiio inonpoiily of Huoh now 
Stato, and tho (^ood of their citizona j and mhf.rvaK, 
BucooHHfiil altomnti) luivo huoii hoiotoforo niado, 
and (iro now inakiuff, to prevent tlio I'oorlo of Iho 
Territory of MiHHouri IVoni hoi-'j^ aduiittod info tho 
Union m n State, unlcmt trnnnnoled l)y,;rulea and 
ro(j;idafionR whioh do not exiat in ifio orifjinal 
StatoH, particularly in relation to the toleration of 
Slavery. 

" WImrcan, alflo, if ConffrcHO can thus trftminol or 
control tho poweru of ii 'lerritory in the foniiUlion 
of a State {j;ovornnient, that body may, On tho 
samo principle, reduce its jjowcra to hltlo more 
than thoao j[)0B80B8cd by the people of tho District 
of Colunibiu ; and whilst profcHaing to inako it a 
Sovereign Stato, may bind it in perpetual vas- 
aalage, und reduce it to tho condition of a province ; 
Buch Stuto must noccssarily beoomo tho dependent 
of Coiigrcaa, aaking such powers, and lot tho in- 
dcponacnt Stato, doiniindiiig rights. AvdwhcrcM, 
it IB noccasary, iu preserving tho Stato Sovereign- 
ties in their present rights, tliat no new Stat.o 
should bo subjected to this rcatriotion, any more 
than an old one, and that there can bo no reason 
or justice why it Bhould not bo entitled to the 
Bamo privileges, when it is bound to boar all the 
burdens and taxes laid upon it by Congress. 

" In passing tho following Resolution, tho Gene- 
ral Assembly refrains from expressing any opinion 
either in favor or against tlie principles of Slavery ; 
bat to support and maintain State rights, which 
it conceives necessary to be supported and main- 
tained, to preserve the liberties of the free people 
of these United States, it avows its solemn con- 
viction, that the States already confederated under 
one common Constitution, have not a right to 
deprive new States of equal privileges with them- 
Beivos. Therefore, 

'^Resolved, by the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, That the Senators 
in Congress from this State be instructed, and the 
Eepresentatives be requested, to use their eiForta 
to procure tho passage of a law to admit the people 
of Missouri into the Union, as a State, whether 
those people will sanction Slavery by than: Con- 
stitution, or not. 

" Reaolved, That the Executive of this Com- 
monwealth be requested to transmit this Resolu- 
tion to the Senators and Representatives of this 
Stato in Congress, that it may bo laid before that 
body for its consideration." 

The bill authorizing Missouri to form a 
constitution, etc., came up in the House as a 
special order, Jan. 24th. Mr. Taylor of N. 
\ . moved that it be postponed for one week : 
Lost : Yeas 87 ; Nays 88. Whereupon the 
House adjourned. It was considered in com- 
ioittee the next day, as also on the 28th and 



!t()tii, and Ihoiicn dfibatcd daily until tlie H)lh 
of |t\ibniary, wlu^n a bill cuino down from 
th(! Hnnut« " to admit the HtaUi of J^laim 
int(» tlu) Union," but with a ridor authorizinfl; 
Iho pcioplo of Miimonri to form a Htato Oon- 
ntitutioii, otc, without roatriction on tho mib- 
j(!(it of HIav(!ry. 

Tho nouHi!, very (Mirly In tho HOHsion, piwHcd 
a bill nrovidiniJ^ for tho adniiflfiion of Mnino 
UH a 8tiit<5. Thin bill camo to tho Sonata, 
and wmt Hont to il« Judiciary Oonnuitloo 
aforesaid, which amended it by adding ft 
proviHion for MiHsouri m above. After 
Hov(n-al days' (hibate in Senate, Mr. Roberta 
of Pa. moved to recommit, so as to slriko 
(Hit all but tho adrninsion of Maine ; which 
wuH dt'foated (Jan. Uth, 1820)— Yeas 18; 
Nays 25. Hereupon Mr. Thomas of III. 
(who voted with the majority, ns uniformly 
a^aiimt any restriction on Slisviouri) gave 
notice that he should 

" aak loavo to bring a bill to prohibit tho intro- 
dar.tion of Slavery into the. Tcrrilonen of the 
United StatcH North and Want of the contem- 
plated State of Minsouri." 

— which he accordingly did on tho I9lh ; 
when it was read and ordered to a third 
reading. 

[NoTK. — Groat confusion and miflconcoption ex- 
ists in (he public mind with rccard to "tho MisBonri 
Restriction," two totally differont propositione 
being called by that name. Tho original Re- 
striction, which Mr. Clay vohomcntly opposed, 
and Mr. JoiTorson in a letter charactoriisod an * 
" fire-boll in tho night, " contemplated tho limita- 
tion of Slavery in its exclusion from tho Slate of 
Minsouri. This was ultimately defeated, as w« 
shall see. Tho gecond proposed Rostriotioia was 
that of Mr. Thomas, just cited, whioh proposed 
tlie exclusion of Slavery, not from the State of 
Missouri, but from the Territories of the United 
States North and West of that State. Th'« 
proposition did not emanate from the original 
Missouri Restrictionists, but from their Bdversa- 
ries, and was but reluctantly and partially ac- 
cepted by the former.] 

The Maine admission bill, with the pro* 
posed amendments, was discussed through 
several days, until, Feb. 16th, the question 
was taken on the Judiciary Committee's 
amendments (authorizing Missouri to form a 
State Constitution, and eaying nothing of 
Slavery), which were adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS — Against the Restriction on Missouri: 



Messrs. Barbour of Va. 
Brown of La. 
Eaton of Tenn. 
Edwards of IlL 
TElliottofGa. 
GaUlardof S.C. 
Johnson of Ky. 
Johnson of La. 



Logan of Ky. 
M aeon, of N. C 
Pinkney of Md. 
PieasantK of Va, 
Smith of 8. C. 
8tok«flofN. C. 
Taylor of lad. 
J%«l>MW0f IlL 



King (Wrn. R,), Ala. Walker of Ala, 
Leake of Miss. Walker of On. 
Lloyd of Md. Williams of Misa. 

Williams of Tenn.— Sf3. 

[20 from Slave States ; 3 (in itcHits) from 
Free States.] 
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NA YS -'For Knit rid ion : 



Mfmm. Ituriill of K. I. 

Dickiiinini of N. J, 
llofKcy «(f I>(il. 
lluuln'rof It. I. 
KiriK (llufnHl of N. 
Ijaiiuirtn of ('onn. 
)j<nvrio of l*ft. 
Molloii of MniiH. 
Morrill of N. 11. 
WilROH of N. 



Noblnof l iul. 
Olin of Mdnri. 
IViliuiir of Vt. 
rnrroU;of N. If. 
ltdlioriM of Pn. 
Y. Itiifd^Uiti of Ohio, 
Hmitordof N. Y. 
Tiolioiutr of Vt. 
Triinblo of Ohio, 
Van Dykc.of l)ol. 



n J) from Frco HUiUifi, 2 (in itnlia) from 
iJiMiiwun!.] 

Mr. Tlioimifl of 111. then proposed bin 
amend inoiit, iih folIowH : 

" And he it farther enacted, Thnt tho nixth 
ftrliolo of oomiinot of tho Ordiimnco of (Joii- 
grcflfl, pneafiJ •'"ly lU'l'i for tlio govoni- 
TOOiit offho Torrltory of tho United SIntoB, iiorth- 
wout of tho rivor Ohio, nhnll, to nil ixitontn and 
purpofloB, bo, «nd horol)y in, doomed nnd hold up- 
plionblo to, find Rhnll hnvo full foroo nnd cfTcot in 
and ovor, nil that trnct of country cedod by 
Franco to tho United Statoo under tho namo of 
Louisianft which lioa north of thirty-aix dogroou 
and thirty minutoa, north latitude, excepting only 
fluch part thereof on is included within tlio limits 
contompliitcd by thia act." 

On tho following day Mr. Thomas with- 
drew tho foregoing and substituted tho fol- 
lowing : 

"And, bcit further enacted, That in all thatTer- 
ritory coded oy Franco to the United States under 
tho namo of iJouisiana which lies north of thirty- 
six degrees thirty minutes, north latitude, oxcoi)t- 
ing onl^ such part thoroof aa is included within 
the limits of tho State contemplated by this act. 
Slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise 
^an in the punishment of crimo whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shnll be 
and is hereby forever prohibited. Provided 
altoays, that any person escaping into the same, 
from where labor or service is lawfully claimed 
in any State or Territory of the United States, 
Buch fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and con- 
veyed to the person claiming his or her labor or 
service as aforestud." 

Mr. Trimble of Ohio moved a substitute 
for this, somewhat altering the boundaries 
of the region shielded from Slavery, which 
was rejected : Yeas 20 (Northern) ; Nays 
24 (Southern, with Noble, Edwards, and 
Taylor, as aforesaid). 

The question then recurred on Mr. Thom- 
as's amendment, which was adopted as fol- 
lows : 

YEA S-—For excluding Slavery from all the 
Territory North and West of Missouri: 

Messrs. Brown of La. Mellen of Mass. 

BurriU of E. 1. MorrUl of N. H. 

Dana of Conn. Otis of Alasa. 

Diokemon of N. J. Palmer of Vt. 

Eaton of Tenn. Parrott of N. H. 

Edwards of 111. Pinkney of Md. 

Horsey of Del. Roberts of Pa. 

Hunter of B. I. Kuggles of Ohio, 

Johnson of Ky. Sanford of N. Y. 

Johnson of La. Stokes of N. C> 
King (Wm. R.) of Ala. Thomas of 111. 
King (Rufus) of N. Y. Tichenor of Vt. 

I«nman of Conn. Trimble of Ohio, 

Leake of Miss. Von Dyke of Del. 

Lowrie of Pa. Walker of Ala. 



liloyd of Wd. 
», ■■'rill of Ky. 



W iUimnH of Ton. 
Wilmm ofN.J.~J»4 



NA YS — Aii;iiimt mch Hatriction . 



MflfiMrii. llnrlioiir of Vn. 
r.lliott of Oa. 
(^aillind of S. (!. 
nincoii of N. <!. 
Nol»l() of Ind. 
I'ldiiiitiiilM of Vn. 



Hiiilth (Wm.) of 

H. 0. 
Taylor of Ind. 
Wrilkor of Oa. 
WilliaiiiH of 
MiiiM.--10. 



[Ft will lioro bo JH'oa that tho Udiilriolioii ulti- 
mately iiidoptod, that cxoliidinK Klavory from iiU 
torrilory then ownoil by tho Ifiiitod Htalx-n North 
nnd W<int of llio SouthwoHt bordor of tho Htalo of 
MiBBouri, wiui propotiod by an oarly and Btoarlfnnt 
opponent of tho Roatriction originally propoaod, 
relative t^o Hlavory In tho contomplatod Stato of 
Minnouri, nnd wna HUHtaiiiod by tho votoa of four- 
toon flonatorn from Slave States, including tho 
Sonatora from Dohvwaro, Maryland, Kentucky, 
TonnoBBOO, Alabama, andljouiaiann, with one voto 
each from North Carolina nnd MiHsieaiiipi. 

The current nsfluniption that this Kostriction 
was proposed by Rufus King of Now York, and 
mainly Dustnined by tlio antagonists of Slavery 
Extension, is wholly mistaken. Tho truth, doubt- 
lo88, is, that it was suggested by tho more moder- 
ate opponents of the proposed Restriction on Mis- 
Houri-— and supported olso by Senators from Slavo 
States— as a moana of overcoming tho rcaistanco 
of tho House to Slavery in Missouri. It was, ia 
ofToct, on offer from tho milder opponents of 
Slavery Restriction to tho more moderote nnd 
flexible advocates of that Restriction—" Lot uB 
hove Slavery in Missouri, and we will unite with 
you in excluding it from all the uninhabited 
territoriea North and West of that State." It 
was in substance an agreement between the North 
and the Sonth to that effect, though the more de- 
termined champions, whether of Slavery Exten. 
sion or Slavery Restriction, did not unite in it] 

The bill, thus amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading by the follow- 
ing vote : 

YEAS— For the Missouri Bill s 

Messrs. Barbour of Va. 
Brown of La. 
Eaton of Tenn. 
• :..ard8ofllL 
Llliott of Ga. 
Gaillord of S. C. 
Horsey of Del. 



Lloyd of Md. 
Logan of Ky. 
Parrott ofN. H. 



Hunter of R. I 
Johnson of Ky 
Johnson of La. 
King of Ala. 
Leake of Miss. 

NAYS 



Messrs. Burrill of R. I. 
Dana of Conn. 
Dickerson of N. J. 
King of N.y. 
Lanman of Conn. 
Lowrie of Pa. 
Mflconof N. C. 
Mellon of Mass. 
MorriUofN.H. 
Noble of Ind. 



Pinkney of Md. 
Pleasants of Va. 
Stokes of N. C. 
Thomas of 111. 
Von Dyke, Del. 
Walker of Ala. 
Walker of Ga. 
Williams of Miss. 
Willioms.Tenn.— 24 

Against the Sill ■ 



Otis of Mass. 
Polmer of Vt. 
Roboi-ts of Pa. 
Ruggles ofOhio, 
Sanford of N.Y. 
Smith ofS. C. 
Taylor of Ind. 
Tichenor of Vt 
Trimble of Ohio, 
Wilson of N. J. 
-20. 
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T1k> lnillwiiH tliHfi pnHHdil (K(!b. I.HMi) v/iih- 
OuMiU'thor diviiiioti, iiiul iioiil, to tlio Ifounn 
for il;oH(!nrn)iHM!. In tho I Iouhc, Mi". 'I'Iioih- 
m'^^ uu>(in(liiii!ut, (wh iibovo) wuri nl. (Intt »•«- 
j(i(!lO('l l)y both jHH-l,icfi, and d(ifciUv,{l by ilwi 
Btroiifr vote of lf>!) to 18. 'llio Yv.m (to 
iwloi)t) wciro, 

Moiinni Hiildwiu <>f I'a. Moodli of Vt. 

" Hiiyly "f Mil. Moicor of Vn. 

IMoomnold of N. J. Qumlen of Ky. 

(,!ooko of Tonii. UiiiKK<»l<l <>f Mil. 

<Ji iiflii of Vt. Hhiiw of MdHH. 

Ciilpopnor of N. 0. Hlonu of Ohio. 

Kiimoy of N. J. Hmith of N. J. 

TjutliropofMiiHB. Hmilh of Md. 

I/ittlo of Md. Tfti r of Pa.— 18. 

Prior to thin vote, tho Houho diaiigrccd to 
tho log-rolling of Maiiio ami MiHHOiiri, into 
one bill by tho strong voto of *Jii to 72. 

iWo do Hot give tho Yoas and Naya on this 
(icision ; but tho majority was composed of 
tho niprcsentativcs of tho Prco Stacea with 
only four exceptions ; and Mr. Louis McLane 
of Delaware, who was constrained by in- 
Btructiona from his legislature. His col- 
Icjiguo, Mr. Willard Hall, did not vote.] 

The members from Preo States who voted 
with tho South to keep Maine and Missouri 
united in one bill wore, 

Mossra. H. Baldwin of Pa. Ilonry Moigs of N. Y. 
Bloomfield of N. J. Henry Shaw of Mass. 

The House also disagreed to the remain- 
ing amendments of the Senate (striking out 
the restriction on Slavery in Missouri) by 
the strong vote of 102 Yeaa to 68 Nays. 

[Nearly or quite every Eepresentative of a Free 
State voted in the mojority of this division with 
ihe following from Slave States : 

Louis McIiane.Del. Nelson, Md. 
AIney McLean, Ky. Trimble, Ky.] 

So the House rejected all the Senate's 
amendments, and returned the bill with a 
corresponding message. 

The Senate took up the bill on the 24th, 
and debated it till the 28th, when, on a direct 
votCi, it was decided not to recede from the 
attachment of Missouri to the Maine bill : 
Yeas 21 ; (19 from Free Statra and 2 from 
Delaware ;) Nays 23 ; (20 from Slave States, 
with Messrs. Taylor of Ind., Edward and 
Thomas of 111.) 

The Senate also voted not to recede from 
its amendment prohibiting Slavery west of 
Missouri, and north of 36" 30', north latitude. 
(For receding, 9 from Slave States, with 
Messrs. Noble and Taylor of Ind. : against 
it 33— (22 from Slave States, 11 from Free 
States.) The remaining amendments of the 
Senate were then insisted on without division, 
and the House notified accordingly. 

The bill was now returned to the House, 
which, on motion of Mr. John W. Taylor 
of N. Y., voted to insist on its disagreement 
to all but sec. 9 of the Senate's amendments, 
by Yeas 97 to Nays 76 : [all but a purely 
Bectional vote : Hugh Nelson of Va. voting 
with the North ; Baldwin of Pa., Bloomfield 



of N. .r., and Hhiiw of MiiHti., voting with Qya 
Houth 1 

9, ((ho S»!nat4i'u exchiHiou of Slavery 
from tho 'IVrritor^ north and wcat of Mii»- 
Houri) wiiH alNO nycctcd— Yc»t) 100; Nuyil 
14, (much iiH bcloro.) Tho Bonattn thor<h- 
upon ^Murch 2nd) paKWid tho Kouho'h Mis- 
Houri bill, Htrikhig out tho r(»triction of 
Hlavory by \ caa 27 to Nayo 1 fi, and adding 
without a diviwion tho excluftion of Slavery 
from tho Territory Avcut and north of said 
State. Mr. Trimble again moved tho cxolu- 
Hion of Slavery from Arkanaua also, but was 
again votx5d down ; Yeas 12 ; Nays 30. 

Tho Bonato now mkixl a confcronco, which 
tho IlouHo granted without a division. Tho 
Oonunittoc of 'Jonforenccs was composed of 
Messrs. Thomas of III., Pinknojr of Md.,ftud 
Barbour of Va. (all anti-rcHtnctionists), on 
tho part of tho Senate, and Mossra. Holmes 
of Maaa., Taylor of N. Y., liOwndea of S. 0., 
Parker of Masa., and Kinsey of N. J., on' 
tho part of the Ilouao. [Such constitution 
of the Committee of Conference was ineflect 
a surrender of the Restriction on tho part of 
tho House.] John Holmes of Mass., from 
this Committee, in due time (March 2nd), re- 
ported that, 

1. The Senate should give up the combina- 
tion of Missouri in the same bill with 
Maine. 

2. The House should abandon tho attempt 
to restrict Slavery in Missouri. 

3. Both Houses should agree to pass the 
Senate's separate Missouri bill, with Mr. 
Thomas's restriction or compromising pro- 
viso, excluding Slavery from all Territory 
north and west of Missouri 

The report having been read, 
The first and most important question 
was put, via. ; 

" Will the HoKse concur with the Senate in so 
much of tha said amendments as proposes to ^ 
strike from the fourth section of the IMissouri] 
bill the provision prohibiting Slavery or involun- 
tary servitude, in the contempintea State, other- 
wise than in the punishment or crimes?" 

On which questitm the Yeaa and Nays 
were demanded, and were as follow : 

YEAS — For giving up Restriction on Mis- 
souri : 

Massachusft^ts — ^Mark Langdon Hill, John 
Holmes, Jonatliaii Mason, Henry Shaw — 4. 

Rhode Islan'I).— Samuel Eddy— 1. 

Connecticut.— Samuel A. Foot, James Ste- 
phens — % 

New-York.— Henry Meigs, Honry R. Storrs 

New Jersey. — Joseph Bloomfield, Charln 
Kinsey, Bernard Smith — 3, 

Pennsylvania.— Henry Baldwin, David Fnl. 
lerton — 2. 

Total from Free States 14. 

Delaware. — Iionis MoLane — 1. 

Maryland. — Stephenson Archer, Thomas Bay- 
ly, Thomas Culbreth, Joseph Kent, Peter Little, 
Raphael Neale, Samuel Ringgold, Samuel Smith, 
Henry R. Warfield— 9. 

■Virginia. — Mark Alexander, William 8. 
Archer, Philip P. Barbour, William A. Burwell, 



no 



.Toliii Floyd, Ttobort H. (InniuM;, .TiiinoH JolniRtm, 
iliinion.loiioii.WiUiiuu M<i(;oy, (Iliiuldn li\ Mtn iKir, 
IIukIi N«il>i«>n, Thommi NoImoii, .S«)V(;ni K. ll'iu- 
\m', L'iiidiill. ildlia Uiiii(ll(>l|m, Diilliuil Hiiiilli, 
Aloxmitldi' Hfiiydi, (loorgi) l'\ HtioU\<a\ Thoiiiaii 
Vnii MwiiiUliiKOn, (ic(»rgo Tiu;kor, «)oiin I'yhi', 
Juniil WiUinuiM 

NoUTH C'auoi.ina, — Iliitohiiin O. Iturton.tTolin 
OulitopiHM'. VVili'miu Diivuliion, W«>l(Iou N. K<1 
Wiinln, VjIkuUwi li'inli(ir, Tlioirimi H. Jlfill, Climinn 
Hookii, 'riioiiKin Holtlo, Joniio Htooiiinb, Jiiinoii 
ti. Smllli, FoWx VValkor, Lowiii VViUi»mH-~»«. 

Hduth Cvuoi.ina. — J<mi(iU Urov/ird, lOlian 
Erirl(?, .Iminw Ki vin, WiHiain I^owndoii, ,Tami'n 
M(!Cioiir,v, JiunoH ()v(3rH(root, C/'hnrl(>H I'iiuiknoy, 
Kldrod Huuklim, Htoi liiii: Ttuikoi— 5>. 

UKdiKiiA — Jiu)l A. Al)bott, TlioHinpi W. Cobb, 
Jotd t/'niwford, John A. Cuthbort, Uobort 11. 
Koid, Williuin TonoH- -(i. 

Ai.AiiAMA. — John Ciowcll~l. 

JIiasiasn'iM.— .lohii Kaukiu — 1. 

lioDisiANA.— TboinnH IJulbir—l. 

Kkntuckv.— Kiohiird C. Atidorflnii, jr.,WilHnm 
Brown, l{ciu<H«"ii Hnrdiii, Abiiiv McLunu, 
ThoiniiH Mcl«!(df, TtmBtnU Qimrlo-?, Geo. liobort- 
floii. iJavid Triuiblo — 8. 

Tknnksskk.— Uobort Allon, Ilonry II. Bryan, 
Nowtou (Jiiunou, John Cocko, Fruuois Jonca, 
John Khun— 5. 

Total Yo»i3 from Slave Stutcs 76 ; in all 90. 

NA YS— Against giving up the Restriction 
Oil Slavery in Missouri: 

Nkw-Hampshihk Joseph Bufl'um, jr., Jomah 

Butlor, Cliflon Clagof.t, Arthur Livcrinoro, Wil- 
linm Piumor. jr., Nathaniel Upharn_..6. 

Massachusetts (includhig Maine). - Bonjamin 
Adams. Samuel V. Allon. Joahua Cushnian, Ed- 
ward Dowse, Walter Folqer, jr., Timothy Fuller, 
Jonas Kendall, Martin Kmsley, Samuel Ltithrop, 
Enoch Lincoln, Marcus Morton, Jeremiah Nelson, 
James Parker. Zabdiel Sampson, Nathaniel Sils- 
bee, Ezekiel Whitman— 16. 

Rhode Island Nathaniel Hazard_l. 

CoNNECxreuT Jonathan O. Mosoley, Elisha 

Phelps. John Russ, Gideon Tomlin8on._4. 

Vermont Samuel C. Crafts, RoUin C. Mai 

lary, Ezra Meech, Charles Rich, Mark Richards, 
William Strong — 6. 

New-York Nathaniel Allen, Caleb Baker, 

Robert Clark, Jacob H. De Witt, John D. Dick- 
inson, John Fay, William D. Ford, Ezra C. Gross, 
James Guyon, jr., Aaron Hackley. jr., George 
Hall, Joseph S. Lyman, Robert Monell, Nathaniel 
Pitcher, Jonathan Richmond, Randall S. Street, 
James Strong, John W. Taylor, Albert H. 
Tracy, Solomon Van Rensselaer, Peter H. Wen 
dover, Silas Wood — 22. 

New-Jersey.. -Ephraim Bateman, John Linn, 
Henry Southard — 3. 

Pennsylvabia. _ Andrew Boden, William 
Darlington, George Dennison, Samuel Edwards, 
Thomas Forrest, Samuel Gross, Jo.soph Hemphill, 
Jacob Hibschman, Joseph Heister, Jacob Hostet- 
ter, William P. Maclay, David Marohand, Robert 
Moore, Samuel Moore, John Murray, Thomas 
Patterson, Robert Philson, Thomas J. Rogers, 
John Sergeant, Christian Tarr, James M. Wal- 
lace- 21. 

Ohio Philemon Beeoher, Henry Brush, John 

W. Campbell, Samuel Herrick, Thomas R. Koss, 
John Sloane_6. 

Indiana. — William Hendricks — 1. 

Illinois. — Daniel P. Cook — 1. 

Total Nays 87— all from Free States. 

iTho members apparently absent on this im 
portant division, were Henry W. Edwards of 
Conn., Walter Case and Honorius Peck of N. Y. 
end John Condit of N. J., from the Free States -, 



with LoiiiiKil Miuvyor of N. C, nnd David Wnlkor 
of Ky., from the Hlivve Mlatoii. Mr. ('lay of Ky. » 
being Hp(«ilt<n', did not vote.] 

'i'hiti ild'mi hrolio ihti bade of Hio Norlliorn 
foHistiuico to locoiviiifi^ MinHonri mi ii Hhivc 
Htiito. 

M r. Taylor, of N. Y., now moved an ainoiul- 
inent, intended to include A vkiinmiH Territory 
under the jiropoMCid Inhibition of HIav(!ry 
Wetit of MiH-souri; but thin motion was cut 
oir by tlie TreviouH Qiuiation (which thou 
eut olV arnenduientt) more rigoronHly, aceord- 
iii)!; to tiie rnleH of the JlouHe, tlian it now 
(Iodh), and the Houho i)rocecded to concur 
with the Senate in iiiHorting the ex<!lH9l()n of 
Slavery from the Territory West and North 
of Missouri, iimtead of that JuKt Htrielccn out 
by \M y caa to 42 Nays, (the Nays being 
from the South). So the bill waa 2'('ssed in 
the form indicated above ; and the bill ad- 
mitting JMaine na a State, [relieved, by a 
conference, from the MiKsouri rider,) pasHcd 
both Houaea without a division, on the fol- 
lowing day. 



Such waa the virtual termination of the 
struggle for the restriction of Slavery in 
Missouri, Avhich was beaten by the plan of 
proffering instead an exclusion of Slavery 
from all the then Federal Territory West and 
North of that State. It is unquestionable 
that, without this compromise or equivalent, 
the Northern votes, which passed the bill, 
could not have been obtained for it. 

VIII. 

THE THIRD MISSOmtl STRUGGLE. 

Though the acceptance of Missouri as a 
State, with a Slave Oonstitution, was forever 
settled by the votes just recorded, a new ex- 
citement sprang up on her presenting herself 
to Congress (Nov. 16, 1820), with a State 
Constitution, framed on the 19th of July, 
containing the following resolutions : 

" The General Assembly shall have no power 
to pass laws. First, for the emancipation of slaves 
witJhont the consent of their owners, or without 
paying them, before such emancipation, a full 
equivalent for such Sieves so emancipated ; and, 
Second, to prevent bo7ia fide emigrants to this 
State, or actual settlers therein from bringing 
from any of the United States, or from any of 
their Territories, such persons us may there be 
deemed to be Slaves, so long as any persons of 
the same description are allowed to be held as 
Slaves by the laws of this State. 

» * • " It shall be their duty, ns soon as 
may bo, to pass such laws as may be necessary, 

" First, to prevent free negroes and mulattoos 
from coming to. and settling m, this State, under 
any pretext whatever." 

The !Korth, still smarting under a sense of 
its defeat on the question of excluding Slavery 
from Missouri, regarded this as needlessly de- 
fiant, insulting, and inhuman, and the last 
quoted as palpably In violation of that clause 
of the Federal Constitution which gives to the 
citizens of each State (which blacks are, in 
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noveral Virxi HIiiIoh,) ilwi right h of ciUztiim in 
ovory Htiilo. A «lflUiriiiiiH'(i i<'Hinliiii<H) lx> uiiy 
iiiHili ox(!liiHi()n Willi ininiit{'nt(!(l, hihI ii iiorlioii 
<)l' tho Nort.lujru Mdinbtiin oviuiT.tl a uinpOHi- 
iion to roiunv MKiHtrngirldamiiinHt tho fiirthiir 
iutro(liu!tioii of HhivoH into lVlinaouri. At 
tho fh'Ht i'iWn't to carry hor admiHHion, tho 
lIouHo vot(!(l it down -YoiiH, 7!) ; Nayn, Oil. 
A H(!coii(l attinnpt to admit \m; on condition 
Hho would (ixpuiiffo till) obiioxioiiH claiiwi (lust 
(HioUmI) ofiicr (ioiiHtitntion, was voted down 
Htill more dccirtivoly— Y"oaa, (» ; Nays, M6. 

The ITouHonow rcatcd, until a joint roaolvo, 
adinittinpf licr witii but u vaf^uo and inolloclr- 
ivo qualilication, camo down from tlio Honato, 
whore it was j)aH8cd by a vok> of 2G to 18 — 
six Senatora from Free Statca in tho anirina- 
tivo. Mr. Olay, who had resigned in the 
recess, and bcoii aucceoihid, aa Speaker, by 
John W. Taylor, of New Yorlc, now appeared 
aa the loiuler of tho Miasouri admiaaioniata, 
and propoacd terma of compromise, wliich 
were twice voted down by tho Northern 
Mcmberfi, aided by John Randolph nnd three 
othera from the South, who would have 
Missouri admitted without condition or qua- 
lification. At laat, Mr. Olay proposed a 
Joint Committee on this subject, to be chosen 
by ballot — which the House agreed to by 
101 to 55 ; and Mr. Clay became its Chair- 
man. By this Committee it was agreed, that 
a solemn pledge should be required of the 
Legislature of Missouri, that the Constitution 
of that State should not be construed to 
authorize the passage of any Act, and that 
no Act should be passed, " by which any of 
the citizens of either of the States should be 
excluded from the enjoyment of the privileges 
and immunities to which they are entitled 
tinder the Constitution of the United States." 
The Joint Resolution, amended by the addi- 
tion of this proviso, passed the House by 80 
Yeas to 82 Nays ; the Senate concurred 
(Feb. 27th, 1821,) by 26 Teas to 15 Nays— 
(all Northern but Macon, of N. C.) Mis- 
souri complied with the condition, and be- 
came ao accepted member of the Union. 
Thus closed the last stage of the fierce Mis- 
souri Controversy, which for a time seemed 
to threaten — as so many other controversies 
have harmlessly threatened — the existence of 
the Union. 

IX. 

EXTENSION OF MISSOURI. 

The state of Missouri, as originally or- 
ganized, was bounded on the West by a line 
already specified, which excluded a triangle 
West of said line, and between it and the 
Missouri, which was found, in time, to be 
exceedingly fertile and desirable. It was 
free soil by the terms of the Missouri com- 
pact, and was also covered by Indian reserv- 
ations, not to be removed without a concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the Senate. Messrs. 
Benton and Linn, senators from Missouri, 



undertook the dilficult tiwlc «f onp^iiicering 
tlir(ni(ifh ('onufrcHM a bill including thin triiiiififlo 
(large onougn to form Hovon Count lea) witliin 
the Hliitn of Miaaoiiri ; which thoy olTcctAid, 
at ti>e long Hoaaion of 18.'l5-(», ho quietly m 
hardly to attract attention. Tho bill wiia 
llrat Hont to the Honato'a Committee! on tho 
Judiciary, where a favorable report waa pro- 
cured from Mr. John M. (Clayton, of Dela- 
ware, ita Chairman ; and then it waa floalwl 
through both Houaea without (uicountering 
the porila of a division. Tho rcquiaito Indian 
treatiea were likewise carried through tho 
Senate ; ao Miaaouri bccamo pofaesaed of a 
largo and <lcairablo accosaion of territory, 
which haa aince become one of hor most po- 
pnloua and wealthy scotiona, devoted to tho 
growing of hemp, tobacco, etc., and culti- 
vated by Slaves, 'i'hia ia tho moat pro-Slavery 
section of tho State, in which was originated, 
and haa been principally sustained, that aeries 
of inroads into Kanaas, corruptiona of her 
ballot-boxes, and outragoa upon her people, 
which have earned for their authors tlie ap- 
pellation Holder Ruffians. 

X. 

THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The name of Texas was originally applied 
to a Spanish possession or province, lying 
between the Mississippi and the Rio Grande 
del Norte, but not extending to eithe;' of 
these great rivers. It was an appendage of 
the Viceroyalty of Mexico, but had very few 
civilized inhabitants down to the time of the 
separation of Mexico from Spain. On two 
or three occasions, bands of French adven- 
turers had landed on its coast, or entered it 
from the adjoining French colony of Louisi- 
ana ; but they had uniformly been treated as 
intruders, and either destroyed or made pri- 
soners by the Spanish military authorities. 
Iso line had ever been drawn between the 
two colonies ; but the traditional line between 
them, south of the Red River, ran somewhat 
within the limits of the present State of 
Louisiana. 

The etymology of Natchitoches^ a city of 
Louisiana on the Red River, several miles 
within the present boundary of that State, 
attests its claims to a Spanish origin. 

When Louisiana was transferred by France 
to the United Slates, without specification 
of boundaries, collisions of claims on this 
frontier was apprehended. General Wilkin- 
son, commanding the United States troops, 
moved gradually to the west ; the Spanish 
commandant in Texas likewise drew toward 
the frontiers, until they stood opposite each 
other across what was then tacitly settled 
as the boundary between the two countries. 
This was never afterward disregarded. 

In 1819, Spain and the United States 
seemed on the verge of war. General Jack- 
son had twice invaded Florida, on the assump- 
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tloii of complicity on thn pavt of hor rulent 
und pcopUi — Unit with our llritinli, then with 
o\ir navl^gc; oncmlifl - - and had finally ovcirnin, 
and, in ulfcct, annexed it to the Union. 
Bpaiii. on tho other hand, hud preyed upon 
our conunoroo durinfi^ tho h)i)g wara in 
lOurope, and honcatly owed i>ur tnerciiant:^^! 
largo Hunm for unjuHtitiable Heizuroa and 
HpolirttioMH. A negotiation for tiie Hcttlc- 
ment of these dinerenc(;H wiui carried on at 
W anhington, between John Qniney Adainw, 
Mr. MonrouVi Heoretary of StaU^, und Don 
OniH, the apanisli entbiiHoa^lor, in tho courHC 
of which Mr. Adatna set up a claim, on the 
part of thia country, to Toxius aa a natural 

C geographical appendage not of Mexico, 
)ut of Louisiana. 'I'lua eluini, however, he 
oventiially waived and relinquiahed, in con- 
eidoration of a cession of Florida by Spain 
to this country — our government agreeing, 
on its part, to pay tho claims of our mer- 
chants for spoliations. Texaa remained, 
therefore, what it always had been — a do- 

f)artmient or province of Mexico, with a 
ormal quit-claim thereto on tho part of the 
United States. 

The natural advantages of this region 
naturally attracted the attention of Ameri- 
can adventurers, and a small ^^olony of 
Yankees was settled thereon, about 1819-20, 
by Moses Austin of Connecticut. Other 
settlements followed. Originally, giants of 
land in Texas were prayed for, and obtained 
of the Mexican government, on the assump- 
tion that the petitioners were Roman Catho- 
lics, persecuted in the United States, because 
of their religion, and anxious to find a refuge 
in some Catholic country. Thus all the 
early emigrants to Texas went professedly as 
Catholics, no other religion being tolerated. 

Slavery was abolished by Mexico soon 
after the consummation of her independence, 
•when very few slaves were, or ever had been, 
in Texas. Bat, about 1834, some years after 
this event, a quiet, but very general, and, 
evidently concerted, emigration, mainly from 
Tennessee and. other southwestern States, 
began to concentrate itself in Texas. The 
emigrants carried rifles ; many of them were 
accompanied by slaves ; and it was well un- 
derstood that they did not intend to become 
Mexicans, much less to relinquish their 
slaves. When Gen. Sam. Houston left 
Arkansas for Texas, in 1834^5, the Little 
Eock Journal, which announced his exodus 
and destination, significantly added : " We 
shall, doubtles-t, hear of his raising his flag 
titer e shortly." That was a foregone conclusion. 

Of coarse, the new settlers in Texas did 
not lack pretexts or provocations for such a 
step. Mexico was then much as she is now, 
misgoverned, turbulent, anarchical, and des- 
potic. The overthrow of her Federal Con- 
stitution by Santa Anna was one reason as- 
signed for the rebellion against her authori- 
ty which broke out in Texas.. In 1835, her 



iiidep'^ndonco waa dechmvd ; in Itt.'lfi, at tho 
diiciain) batllo of Hun .Jacinto, It waa, by tho 
rout and cai)turo of tho Moxiiitu dilatator, 
tiocurod. 'liiia triumph wan won by emi- 
griintn from thia country nhnoat cxcluHivoIy ; 
ticarccly half a do/.cn of the ohi Mexican in- 
hnbituntH participating in tim revolution. 
Hauta Anna, while a pririonor, under rentrainl 
luul approheuHion, agrccid to a piuico on tho 
buaia of the ind(!j)cn(lenci! of 'IVxaa—a 
covenant which ho luul no power, uud proba- 
bly no dcaire, to give cllcct to wh(>n nwtored 
to liberty. The 'loxana, purauing their ad- 
vantage, twicQ or thrico penetratod other 
Mexican jn-ovincoa— -Tamaulipaa, Coahuila, 
oto., and waved their Lonc-Star Hug in d«- 
lianco, on tho banka of tho Itio Clrandc dol 
Norte ; which poaition, however, they were 
ttlwaya compelled soon to abandon — onco 
with severe loss. 'J.'heir government, never- 
theless, in reiterating their declaration of in- 
depondenco, claimed the Rio Grando as their 
western boundary, from ita aource to its 
mouth, including a large share of Tamaulipas, 
Coahuila, Durango, and by far the more im- 
portant and populous portion of New Mexi- 
co. And it was with this claim, express- 
ly set forth \i\ the treaty, that President 
'I'yler and his responsible advisers negotiated 
tho first official project of annexation, which 
was submitted to the Senate, during the ses- 
sion of 1843-44, and rejected by a very de- 
cisive vote : only fifteen (mainly Southern) 
senators voting to confirm it. Col. Benton, 
and others, urged this aggressive claim of 
boundary, as affording abundant reason for 
the rejection of this treaty ; but it is not 
known that the Slavery aspect of the case 
attracted especial attention in the Senate. 
The measure, however, had already been 
publicly eulogized by Gen. James Hamilton, 
of S. C, as calculated to give a Gibraltar 
to the South," and had, on that ground, se- 
cured a very general and ardent popularity 
throughout the southwest. And, more than 
a year previously, several northern mem- 
bers of Congress had united in tie fol- 
lowing : 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE FREE STATES 
OF THE UNION. 

We, the underaigned. in closing our duties to 
our conatitueuts and our country as members of 
the 27th Congi-ess, feel bound to call yonr atten- 
tion, verj[ bnefiy, to the project, lon^f entertained 
by B portion of the people of these United States, 
still pertinaciously adhered to, and intended soon 
to be consummated : the annexation of Texas 
TO THIS Union. In the press of business inci- 
dent to the last days of a session of Congress, we 
have not time, did we deem it necessary, to 
enter upon a detailed etatement of the reasons 
which forco upon our minds the conviction, 
that this project is by no means abandaned; 
that a large portion of tho country, interested 
in the continuance of Domestic Slavery and 
tho Slave Trade in these United States, have 
solemnly and unalterably determined: ikat it 
shall be speedily carried into execution ; and that, 
, by this admission of new Slave Territory ana 
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Rluvo fUiidiii, l/iv. Undue, anrriuhtnc;/ of tli.r- t-ilnvc- 
/iiililiii/{poii'rr in tlu: (lorc.nimc.iit hIi/iII /it', flrruird 
intil riviii'il liri^'iiiil nil rctlvviplion I I 

'riml. il wnii ivilli llicim viown rmd iiiU'iilionii Hint, 
nottloDioiilii \v<ii<i <iIV(:(iI(m1 in llio I'loviiici;, l*y 
of llio (liiiird Hlutiiii, <linioultKMi l')>im;ii|. 
0(1 Willi (lu? MdxiddM (Joviii'iniuml, fi rovoU. 
InoiiUlit, nboutr, iiiul iiu Indojioiidout, (ilovoi'iiHuiiit 
«l(ioliiro(l, ratiMol. now lulmit of a lUmbt ; nnd (h(i(, 
hiliiorlo, (ill udomiiln of M((Xii;(i 1<» nsduco luir ro- 
voIUmI nroviuco to olxMlioiici?, Iiiivo iiroviMl nii- 
nuccCHiaul ill to l)<i att,i'iliut<!(l to tlio unlawful aid 
and iinniH(iui( <j of (IcHifrninK nnd inlorcHlod iiuH- 
viduniii in the IJnitod StHloi, and liio dimit, mid 
indirect oo-oiicrulion of our own (lovornnioiit, 
with Rtmilitr viavn, w «»ot flio Icim (lorloiii und do- 
inonntrulilo. 

Tho o\tM\ nnd roiicatnd onlintinont <if troopH in 
fiovcrnl HliitoH of lliiii Union, iit aid of Uio Toxnn 
ltovoliili(ni, tlio IntruHion of an Anu-rii^an Army, 
by ordtir of t.Iio I'rtinidont, far into tlio Torrifory 
of tho Moxican G<)vernnienl, at anuMnoiit. cu itioal 
for tlio fato of llio inHurtTOiitfl, under protonao 
of provontinc Mexican noldiory from fonicntiiif' 
liutian diatuibaiiocH, but in ronlity in aid of, and 
noting ill sinp;ular concert and comoidonco witli, 
niiny of tiio UovohttioniHtH, llio ontiro neglect 
of our Govornincnt to adopt any oHicioiit nioiiHurcH 
to provont tho moat ui\ warrant (iblo aggroaniona 
of bodioB of our own citizona, oiiliutod, organiKcd 
nnd olFicorcd within our own bordcrn, and march- 
ed in armti and battle array u{)on tho territory, and 
against tho inhabitanta ot a friendly government, 
in aid of freobootcra and inaurgonta, and tho pio- 
matuio recognition of tho Iiide^iondenco of Toxaa, 
by a anap vote, at tlio iiecl ot a aoasion of Coii- 
groaa, and that, too, at tho ver^ Bcosion when 
i'rcaidcnt Jackaon bad, by epccial Mcasngt), in- 
sisted that " tho mcaaure would bo contrarjr to 
the policy invariably observed by the United 
States in all eimilar cusoa ;" would be marked with 
groat injuatico to Mexico, nnd peculiarly liablo'to 
tno darkest auepiciona, inasmuch an the Texans 
were almoat all cmi^rnnts from the United States, 

AND SOUGHT THE RECOGNITION OF THEIR IXDE- 
PENDKNCE WITH THE AVOWED PURPOSE OF OB- 
TAINING THEIR ANNEXATION TO THE U. STATES. 

These occurrences are too well known and too 
fresh iu the memory of all, to need more than a 

EBSsing notice. These have become matters of 
istory. For further evidence upon all these and 
other important points, we refer to the' memorable 
speech of John Quincy Adams, delivered in the 
House of Representatives during the morning 
hour in June and July, 1838. &nd to his address 
to his constituents, delivered at Braintree, 17th 
September, 1842. 

•The open avowal of the Tesans themselves — 
tlie frequent and anxious negotiations of our own 
Government — tho resolutions of various States of 
the Union — the numerous declarations of mem- 
bers of Congress — the tone of the Southernpress 
— as well as- the direct application of the Texan 
Government, make it impossible for any man to 
dot(bt, that ANNEXATION, and- the formation of 
several new Slaveholding States, were originally 
the policy and design of the Slaveholding States 
and the Executive of the Nation. 

The same references ■will show, very con- 
clusively, that the particular objects of this new 
acquisition of Slave Territory, were the per- 

rETUATION OF SLAVERY AND THE CONTIKUED 
ASCENDANCY OF THE SLAVE PoWER. 

The following extracts from a Report on that 
subject, adoptea by the Legislature of Mississippi, 
from a mass of similar evidence which might be 
be adduced, will show with what views the an- 
nexation was then ui^cd. 

"But tre hasten to suggest the importance of the 
annexation of Texas to this Repnlilic upon grounds 
somewhat local in their complexion, but of an import 
inBultely grave and' interesting to the people who in- 
3 



lintiit the HoulliQiii portion nf tbis (,1(l<iri?i1nrnry, wiinro 
It tn )iii(i«viii lliitt « '•iiColoMiif (tonii'iillo Hliivviy is f.olr- 
rntiiit mull prt.toolvil l>y lnw, wlmim oxUiiiiHiii lii pro- 
liililtcil ti> (li« Infill ri'Kutullitii* iifiitiiiirMtiilon of titin 
OoiifciliiiHiiy ; which ii.vuf.ciu of Hlnvory In liold liy nil, 
Mflui nrii fivinllliirly nuijiihluifltt nitli U'l piHoilnili of- 
fnolM, lo tic iif hiffhh/ tiiMrftcM Iri/lnrncn Id th<\ ciivnlry 
luUhin utwar. Iwiilii it i» jitnrvUtlDii lo cxiHt. 

"Tliu UiiinnilttiM) fool nuliinilinil to nny thiit thin 
nyntum in ohiiiiibi-il by oitr 0(iiinHtu«iitB an tlw vnry 
fiiilliit(ium<l/' Ihrir jirimpriUy iivil iiiiil lyimt- 

(ivnr iK'iorimt fnimtlnn nmy «lHowlii>ri.< coiiji-cl u". thn 
(;<iiniu)tti'U Aid fully nxRurod, u|ioii llio iiuiSl illli|{aitt 
olinorviitloii nnd rodiictUMi on tlio nuhjcct, tliiAt //in 
Simlh (Ion vol ponnrmi trithlu hrr ftmUn ti lilriiKiii^ irilh 
tnhich thn ajfiniiom if hrr vrm Ic nrt! no chfrli/ itilwinfii 
inxt to cnniplftv.il) rhfitnrti, mill wimn" viiliio is molo 
liiulily npproclutiii, tJiiin Hint wlitoli wo nrii now con- 
ciiuiTlnfc. 

» tf « « • « 

"It iiuiy not 1)0 Impropor bore to reniftrk, tlmt liu- 
rin|{ llio Inst ni'nniiin i>rO(in]i(i'«iin, wboii a tjiiiintor from 
MiHs'sHlppI ]ii'0)ioHO<l tlio nnmiowloilKinont oC Tt'xinn 
iii(l«p('ii(luiico, it wufl fouiul, witb ii few oxco|itioiin, the 
mr.vibtra if tlmt body wore rmidy lo lake, gniuml upon 
it, an upon the mibjw.t if tSlitvery iini lf. 

" With all tboKo fnots boforo uh, wo do not hi'sltnto 
In bolloving llint thi>«o feotliiBM liilluoiicfid llio Novr 
KnK'niid Boimtors. but one votiiiK i» lavor of ilio m«a- 
Huro ; anil, tndooi], Mr. WtiliHtur linn lio«n bold imough, 
lo a publlo apoi'ch ri'cently doliviTcd in New York, to 
mnny tboiiannd clliKoiis. to ducbuo that t)io ronHou 
that Inniiunr.iMl bin opponltion wnn his abbnrn-nco to 
flnvory in tho South, nnd tbnt It nil)ibt, iu the event 
ot its rocognilion, bcconio n sinvcholdliig i^tatr. Qo 
also spoko of tho cITortB making in favor of Abolition; 
nnd that being prcdirniod upon, and nido<i bv tbo pow- 
crlul induoiico or religious fuuling, it would become 
irrCBistiblo and ovo^wh>.■lmtnv^ 

'•This Inngungo, coining from f.o diRtingiifHhod an 
Individual as Mr. Wchstor, so familiar with ilio fi'olings 
of tho North, nnd entertaining no high a respect for 
public sontimnnt in Now KnKland, pponko so plainly 
tho voice of tho North as not to bemlHundorstood. 

" Wo Pincorely hopo there is cnnugti gocid sonso 
and genuine love of country among our fi'llow-coun- 
tryman of the Northt-rn States, to stcure ub final jus- 
tice on thia subject ; yet we cannot consider it Hafo or 
expedient for the people of tbo South to entirely dis- 
r<-giird the eGTorts of the fanatics, and the opinions of 
such men as Webster, and others wlio countonano^ 
such dnngeroat doctrines. 

" The Northern States have no in'eresta -n/" thf.ir 
own which require any special tafegnards for thotr 
defense, saTo only their domentic maauractnres ; and 
God knows they h*ve already received protection from 
Qoveroment on si most liberal scale ; under which en- 
couragement they have improved and floarisbed be- 
yond example. The South has vertj peculiar interests 
to preserve: interests already violently assailed and 
boldly I bri-Atened. 

" Your Committee are ftiUy persuaded that this pre- 
tcction to her best interests wiU be afforded by the an- 
nexnti'n of Texas; an equipoise of infliience in the 
halls of Congress tcill be securtd, which wiUfumishua 
a permanent guarantee of protection." 

The speech of Mr. Adams, exposing the whole 
system of duplicity nnd perfidy toward Mexico, 
had marked • be conduct of our Government ; and 
tho emphatic Bxprcssions of opposition which 
began to come up from oil parties in the Free 
States, however, for a time, nearly silenced the 
glamors of the South for annexation, and the pop- 
ple of the North have been lulled into the belief, 
that the project is nearly, if not wholly abandoned, 
and that, at least, there is now ho serious danger 
of its consummatioi.. 

Believing this to be a/efse and dangerous sc- 
curity; that the project iyis never been aban- 
doned a moment, oy its originators and abettors, 
but that it has been deferred for a more favorable 
moment for its accomplishment, we refer to a few 
evidences of more recent development upon 
which this opinion is founded. 

The lost Election of President of the Eopnblio 
of Texas, is understoo'd to have tnmed, mainly, 
upon the question of annexation or no annex- 
ation, and the candidate favornble to thtit mea» 
sure was successful by an overwhelming majority. 
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Tlio m»vo)olp:n Htnlon of Aliibiiind/roniu^dHco, niid 
Miniilitnliipi, lliuv«( recently ii(Io))l(;(l Kciioluliiiiiii, 
nomo, ir not nil of llioiri, uiuinmoniifu. In fuvor of 
nniio.Yiitioii, (111(1 forwnnlod tlioiri ii) (Joii).;roiiii. 

Tlio Hon. IIicNiiv A. WiflK, u inoinlKvr of Con- 
groHii IVoiu tlui Diiitrkit in wliioh our iirciwiil. 
\'A\'u\( Mi(|;iiilnilo nwidoil \vl«on oU-olod Vuio-l'roiii- 
(loiit, luul who in uudorntood lo l)0 iiioro in(iiiuit<ily 
notiiiiiiutod witU tlio viown nnd d«iiii(j[iiH of llio pnv 
iH)iit iuliii li'ulion tliiiii niiy otiior nioinbtu- of 
(loiiKri'MM, uiohI. diiitiiiotly avowod liiii dtiiiiro for, 
Mid oxpodliition of itnnoxntioi), at tho liiiit. nciiiiloii 
of (/'onjjrt'.HH. Anioiif^ otlior thiiiK") iio iinid,iii n 
BIKitioli doHvor4id ilnunury at), 1843 1 

" Tiun, If lown bn ntUIiid on tlio ono iililo, KUirlilii 
will 1)0 (mIiUiiI on tho othiT. Hut thnrn tho rtiiimloii 
iniiot ntop. I.ot Olio moro Nortluini Ht<to lin nihiilttad, 
Kiiil t\\o iMiiiillhrhim in gono — mina forovor. Tho lial- 
anca if iittfrr.Hta i» (joiiti— tho «»/''^«"rf/ of Aninriciiii 
jiropcrtv-of tlio Ainui lcnn Oointltuilon— of tho Aiuoi i- 
cnn liiiinii, vnnhilicd Into thin ntr. Thin iimut the 
intviliilita result, untfKS Ixj <t trnntij vith Mfxiro.twK 

fiOIITII UAN ADU MOnn WRKIIIT TO IIRIt ICNU OV 

LStvitiil Let Ihn ISdulh etup at tl'O Niibine, (tho cnnt- 
o.'H bonndnry of Toxns.) wlitlo tho North niny niircnd 
uoch>cki'<l l)Gyoii(l tho Slockv MoiintiiinH, Mit) TIUi 
BouvimitN tioALn mitbt kiok this dram I" 

Pindiiif; diflkuiUiea, pcrlmpn, in tho way of a c.cs\- 
luon by Tronty, in (iiiotUor Bjiccoh dolivored in 
April, 1812, on n motion ninde by Mr. Linn, of 
H, Y., to fitriko out tho snlnrv of tho Minintor to 
Mexico, on tho ground that tho dcmgn of tho Ex 
KCUTivK, in mnkingthc npnointmcMit, wna to nc- 
conijjliHh tho nnnexiitionof Tcxnu, Mr. Wieo snid, 
" ho earncBlly hoped und trusted that tho Presi- 
dent wno OB dcbirous (of nnnoxfttion) a» ho wna 
roprtwonted (o bo. Wo nmy woU Bupposo tho 
PrcHidont to bo in favor of it, na every wise otatoB- 
in»n nnittt bo who is not Rovcriiod by funiiti- 
cism, or local aectional projudicea." 
He enid of Tcxaa, that 

<• While she was m a State. Treak and almost pow- 
erlesB in ruxisting invaaion, aho waa herself irresisti- 
ble as an invading and a conq .ering power, bhe liad 
but a sparse population, and neither men nor mono; 
of her own, to r«ise and equip an anny fur her own 
defense, but let her once raise the flag of foreign con- 
quest—let her once proclaim u crusade against the 
rich States to tho south of her, and in a moment 
Tolunteora would flock to her standard in crowdfl./rom 
alt the Slates in the great vaUey of the Mississippi — 
men of enterprise and valor, before whom no Msxican 
troopa could stand for an hour. They would leave 
their own towns, arm themselves, and travel ou their 
own cost, and would come np in thoaaands. to plant 
the lone st ir of the Texan banner on the Mexican 
eapilol. They would drive Sanii Anna to the South, 
and the houndleaa wealth of captured towns, and rifled 
churches, and a lazy, vicious, and luxurious priest- 
hood, would soon enable Texaa to pay her Bildiery, 
and redeem her State debt, and puA her victoriona 
arms to the very shores of the PauiQc. And would 
not all this extend tho bounds of Slavery t Yes, the 
result would be, that before another quarter of a cen- 
tury, the extension of Slavery would not stop abort <pf 
the Western Ocean. We had but two alternatives be- 
fort ux : either to receive Texas into our fraternity of 
Slates, a^d thus make her our own. or to leave her to 
conquer Mexico, and become our most dangerous and 
formidable rival, 

«• To talk of restraining the people of the great Val- 
ley from emigrating to join her armies, was all in 
vain ; and it was equally vain to calculate on their 
defeat by any Mexican forces, aided by England or not. 
They hud gone once already; it was they that conquered 
Santa Anna at San Jacinto ; and three fourths of 
them, after winning that glorious field, had peacenbly 
returned to their homes. But once set before them 
the conquest of the rich Mexican province*, and you 
might ai well attempt to atop the wind. This Govern- 
ment might send its troops to tho frontier, to turn 
them back, and they would ran over them like a herd 
of bulTalo." 

" Nothing conld keep these booted loafen from rush- 
ing 00, till they kicked the Spanish priests out of the 
tetnples they profaned." 

Mr. W. proceeded to Insist that a majority of the 
^plo of the United States were in favor of the an- 



noxiitlon ; nt nil ovonin, ho ttoulil rink it with tho Vsi' 
uionrncy of (ho North. 

'• rtir^' niii<l Mr. \V,. "!• In not only tlin duty of H«« 
(lovi'r))trioiil to ilolDioiil till' |l(|illi|iitl(in iil our i litiiiiii, 
luid tlio lilior.i'ioii of our oIiI/.oiik. but to uo tiirtlior, 
1111(1 iloniiiiid till) noii-iiiviu>loii of Toxiin. Hliiill «vo nit 
ntlll wlido tho iitMiiiluiil of iiiniirioi'.lldii In raliind (in 
o.ir lioidciM loid lot n hordr if Hluvrn, imd Imli iim, 
mill J\leTicii'ia r // tijt ti> tin: tiiniiiiliiry line vf Arkanaiin 
iinil liiuiHiimii l No, 11 In on.- duly lit onc.o to (loy to 
Moxici), 'If i/im HriliO 'I'lX'iu. yiiu Hliike vn ;' luitl If 
Kiigliiiid, nliiiiilliiK by ^llOlllll diiro to iiitt'riiii.'<1dlo, niid 
link. ' A^o i/iiii liiliC ^iiul v'iiU Texi's 'l' liln pionipt «u- 
Hwor ^]l(llll(l bo, ' Irf/), mill iijtiiiiiiiil jjiiu.' 

" iS'tirh, he iriiulil Id f;()UlUnirn1iniiin,wna the epiril 
if the louole i>iM\\le if the gir.iU vnllry if the Weel." 

(Several other nienihoni <(f (!on^;reiiP. in t)io 
(lanio dehalo, wcproiiHed iiimilar viewH anil deiiirofi, 
and they are ntill inoro Irequenlly oxproHBed iu 
eonveraation. 

Tho Hon. Tiio'H W. Oii.mk.u, a meuiber of Con- 
prresH from Virginia, and formerly a Oovornor of 
tliat Hialo, numbered an ono of tho " (hiard," and 
of eourao underetood to be in tho (lounBola of tho 
Cabinet, in a letter boininpr date tho lOth day of 
January laat, originally dcHifjiied na a private nnd 
eonfidential letter to a friend, giveH it r.H hia 
deliberate oiiinion, after mueh cxauiinalion and 
rellcetion, thatTKXA.s wii.i. iik annkxJ!I) to tiik 
Union; andhoonlera into a apaeioua argument, 
and prosenta a vavioiy of ronBonn in favor of tho 
meoBure. llo saye, among other thinga : 

Wabiiinotoh, Jan. 10th, 1843. 
"Dbab Sin—You nsk if 1 have cxprcsiud tho opin- 
ion, that Texas would bu annexed to the I'nitod 
Stiitos. I atl^wor, yes ; nnd ibin opinion hna not bfon 
adopted without rtflt ction, or wi'hout ft cnrofnl obnor- 
vution of ciiUHon, which I byliovo are rnj.id y bringing 
about this rosulr.. I do not know how far tlu'so 
CAicoH have made tho sumi- iinpro«>ion on others; 
but I am porsuiided that tho tim" ia ni>t distant when 
thpy will bo felt in all their forco. Tho exntemetit 
which you apprehend, may arlao; but It will bo tem- 
porary, and in tho end, aa/ufary." 

He dodges the Constitutional objections ns fol- 
lows : 

" I am, as yon know, a strict constructionist of tho 
powers of our federal Government ; and I do not ad- 
mit the force of mere precedent to eBtabliah authority 
under written constitutions. The power conferred by 
the Constitution over our foreigu relations, and tho 
repeated acqulKitioos of territory under it, seem to mo 
to leave this queation open as one of expediencv." 

"But you anticipate objections with regard to the 
subject of Slavery. Thii! if indeed a subject of eslreme 
delicacy, but it is one on which the annexation o/ I'ex- 
as ttill have the tnont salutary influence. Some have 
thought that tho proposition would endanger our 
Union. I am of a different opinion. I believe it will 
bring about a better understaubing of our relative 
rights and obligations." 

In conclusion, he says : 

" Having acquired Louisiana and Florida, we have 
an interest and a frontier on the Gulf of M<>xioo. and 
along our Interior to the Pacific, which will not per- 
mit UB to close onr eyes, or fold our aims vith indif- 
ferenoj to the events which a few years rjuy disclose 
in that quarter. We have already had one question 
of boundary with Texas; oth^r questions mu-^t poon 
arise, under our revenue laws, and on other points of 
necessary intercourse, which it will be diflicult to ad- 
just. The institutions of Texas, and her relations 
with other governments, are yet in tha' condition which 
inclines her pscple iicho are our countrymen.) to ttn'te 
their desUnies wUh ours. This most Bi% done soon, 
OB HOT AT ALL. There are numerous tribes of lu'iiann 
along both frontiers, which can easily become tho 
cause or the instrument of border wars. Oiir own 
population is pressing onward to the Pacific. No 
power can restrain it. The pioneer from our Atlantic 
seaboard will so m kit die his fires, and erect hia cabin, 
Jwyond the Kocky Mountain*, and on the Gulf of 
California. If Mahomed comes not to tho moun- 
tain, the mnnntalnwill go to Mahomed. Every year 
adds now difficulties to our progress, as natural and as 
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liinYltn1)lo UM lUn r.iinimt of t.lin Miniiinnljtiil, Tlionn 
difllo.uUInn will nooii, llkx luoiiiitaliin liitoriionad/-- 
■ ' Mnko niiifiul<iii of iinlliiiin, 

WliUi'i iiDw, lilio Uliidrad (Irojpn, 

Miftht iiiIiikIo hit lo.' 

" Tnily joiirn, 

"THOMAH W. OIl.MtOH.'* 

'I'lio iiniiitvorinhoil ooiidUiou of Toxim, lior inn- 
Vilily 1o riUHO iiml nuiilnhi •roouf to dofdiitl lioniiilf 
ii/);niiinf. hivfinlou for miy lon/.^fli of tiuio, niui lior 
wiiiit. of (ilinnuilcr mid oVodil. iiltniml, aro ur(;»!d iw 

roilMdllil for IMMJCDIATIC ANNICXATION, niid tho 

0))iiii(Mi liiiii hv.mi fn^iiiontly (ixpmim)d, hy iUohu 
who f(U)I a (U'.op inloHiMt Hii Ihiti imbjoot, that it, 
would tnko i>Iuw at a vkkv kaui.y hay in tmk 

NEXT HKHHION OK OONrillKHH I 

At llio nroRont HOiitiioii, tlio ItcnoluiioiiH of lh(> 
State of Alabauta, in favor of aiiiiuxatioit, and 
Hundry (lolitionii and rouK»nHtranc(m ajraiiint, it, 
wore rofcraid to the Ocnuinitloo on ForoiKH Uola- 
tionB. A HK'jjorit.y of tho Connnittfo, coniiiHtin^ 
of nioinbora Irom tlio Hlavoliolding' Slatos, rofuH<Hl 
to considor and roporl npou tho Hubjoct, and di- 
rooled Mr. Adnnui, tlwir Cbairnian, to report a 
rocolution, ankin^; to bo diBohnri;od from tlio fur- 
ilior ooupidoration of tito subjoot, whiuli lio did ou 
tho 'J8th day of Febi miry. At tbo .lanio tiwio, Mr. 
Adams aekcd, ns an individual muntber of the 
Committee, for loavo to present tlio following 
rcBolutious : 

" Hi-solved, That by the Oonntitutlon of tho Unltoa 
StatoH, no ponur is delegated to tholr OotigruFS. or 
to any dopartoiont or du|iartmoiitH of tlioir Gororn- 
mout, to aflix to this Union any foreign 8lato, or tho 
pooptu tlieroof. 

" Resolved, Tnat any attempt of tho Government 
of the United States, by nn act of Oon({reflB, or by 
treaty, to annex to this Union tho Ropiiblic of Toxan, 
or tho penplo thereof, would bo ft violation of tho 
Oonstitunon of the United States, null and void, and 
to n-hlcli tho Frco States of this Union, and their peo- 
plo, ought not to submit." 

Objections homg made, tho resolutions were not 
received ; tho Southern members showing a disin- 
clination to have the subject nijitated in the IIouso 
at present. Might it not bo considered ns savor- 
ing too much of a violation of private confidence, 
we could refer to various declarations of persons 
high in office in the national government, avow- 
ing a fixed determination to bring Texas into the 
Union, declaring that they had assurances of the 
aid of the Free States to accomplish the object, 
and insisting that they prefer a dissolution of the 
Union to the rejection of Texas, expressing, how- 
ever, at the same time, their confidence, that if 
the annexation could be effected, the people of 
the Free States would submit to it, and the insti- 
tutions of the Slave States would be secured and 
perpetuated. Contenting ourselves, however, 
with tho above brief glance at some of the most 
prominent evidence in relation to the subject, we 
submit to you whether the project of annexation 
seems to be abando^.ed, oad whether there be not 
tke most imminent danger of its speedy accom- 
plishment, unless the entire mass of the people in 
the Free States become aroused to a conviction of 
this danger, and speak out, and act in reference 
to it, in a manner and with a voice not to be mis- 
understood, either by the people of the Slave 
States, or tlieir own public servants and Repre- 
sentatives. 

Although perfectly aware that many important 
and controlling objections to annexation exist 
aside from the question of Slavery, wo have in 
this address confined ourselves principally to that, 
because of its paramount importance, and 
because tfte advocates of annexation distinctly 
place it upon thai graund^-tuQUt of the specious 
aiguments and reasons in favor of annexation, 
with which its advocates attempt to gild the pill 
for Northern palates, are just about ns sincere and 
substantial as were those olf Mr. Wise in the 



(ipodch nbovo roforrod to, in whhih ho laborod ft 
Unifi; liuio ui co'ivinco Norlhoin i)hihuithroplatn 
(hut tlioy would bdiit promotolhooliJoclH Ihoy IumI 
ill view, ity favoring annoxatioii, tiiat ihoy might 
havo Hhivory in 'J'oxan within thnpovircr uiid con- 
trol t>( our own i^ovoriiuicnt, (hat Ihvy might 
(iliolinh it or mitigate iln c.uiln, ho hiiiiiiolf being 
an advocnio of pcrpcliial Hhvvory, and among llio 
very foromoHt to trample upon tho right of pel (lion 
ilmilf 1 1 

ISoMO can bo HO liliiid now, w not to kii(»w that 
tho real doiiigu and olijoot of Iho Houth w, to "a ttt) 

NHw WKKJIir TO IIKIl KNI) OF TIIK I.ICVKU," It 

WMH upon that ground that Mr. Wobiitor ^>la«o(^ 
bin opixmition, iii hin Hpccch ou that nubjuot in 
Now- Vork, in March, loll?. In that mxiech, after 
Hiating that ho naw iiiuurinounlahlu oiijcctiona \in 
tlio annexation of Texan, that (ho p\irclinHe of 
Louiitiana and Florida furiiihhod no procodeut for 
that (Ito eaiicH wore not parallel, and (hat no 
Huch policy or ncccHuity an led to (hat, required 
the annexation of Toxau, ho said: 

" Gontlomon, wo nil nee, tlint by wlionmoovor poB- 
ni'HHcd. Yuxas in likely to bo a nlavoholillng country ; 
anil I fiaiikly uvo .v iny ontlro unwillingix'sR to do any- 
thing whiuli Hhall extend tho Slavery of tho African 
raco on thin continent, or add other Hluveholding 
Staten to tho Union, When I ru- that I regard Sla- 
very ill it-iolf a great moral, Boclai, and poliilcal evil, 
I only uue langiniiro which bus been adopti d i>y din- 
tinguinhed men, themselvoH citiznnR of slitvuliolding 
States. I aholt do nothing, tliorcl'ore, to favor or en- 
courage its further oatunsion." 

And again, ho said: 

" In my opinion, the people of tho United States 
will not consent to bring a new, vastly extensive, and 
slavoholding country, largo onongli for half a dozon 
or a dozen Stales, iuto tho Union. Ih my opinioh 
THRY OUGJT NOT TO CONSENT TO IT. Indeed I am 
altogotbei at a Iors to o.^ncaivo what pousible benefit 
any part of this cmntry can expect to derive from 
such annexation. AH benoiit, to any part, is at least 
doubtful and < noertain, tho objeciionH obvious, plain, 
Au>\ strong. On tho gentral question of Slavery, a 
groat portion of the community is already strongly 
excited. The siibject has not only attiacted atten- 
tion as a question of politlcn. but it has struck (v 
far deeper-toned cord — it has arrontcd the religious 
feeling of the country; has taken a strong hold 
on the consciences of men. H<> is a rash man, in- 
deed, and litile conversant with human nature, and 
especially has he a very erroneous estimate of the 
character of the people of this country, who sup- 
posen that a feeling of this kind is to be triQed with, 
or despised. It will assaredly cause itself to be re- 
spected," 

In conclusion, he said : 

"I see, thoreforp, no politieal necessity for the an- 
nexation of Texas to the Union ; no advantages to 
be derived from it ; and objections to it of a strong, 
and, in my judgment, decisive character. 

"I believe it to be for the interest and happiness 
otthe whole Union, to remain as it la, without ditni- 
nution and without addition." 

Wo hold that there is not only " no political ne- 
cessity" for it, no advantages to he derived 
from It," but that there is no constitutional power 
delegated to any department of the national gov- 
ernment to authorize it ; that no act of Congress, 
or treaty, for annexation, can impose the least 
obligation upon the several States of this Union 
to submit to such an unwarrantable act. or to re- 
ceive into their family and fraternity such miibe- 
gotten and illegitimate progeny. 

We hesitate not to say, that annexation, efitsct- 
ed by any act or proceeding of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, or any of its departments, would bk 
iDKNTiCAT. viriTH DISSOLUTION It wculd be a 
violation of our national compact, its objects, 
designs, and the great elementary principles 
which entered into its formation, of a character 60 
deep and fundamental— and would be an attempt 
to eternize &n instltatcon and a power of a nature 
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no ui\)uHk In (hortinoIvoB, mt hijurloiui to tlio Iiif<>r 
onto iiikI itl>li(U'r<<ur. lo tho fdolliiKHortlio Ptioj^tlo nf 
tJio I'Vt.O Hinton, nti, iu our opinion, luti only hi- 
ovltiihly to rt'FiiiU in u dinHolutioii of llin Union, 
but, l\illy to JnnUfy il •, und wo not only iiimcrt tliul. 
Iho (iiuipld of tho Kn>o Ht(il<;n " oufflil u >t to iiub- 
init to it," hnt wo any, with oonildonoo, riiKV 
W()i»i.i> nor lUiuMiT T<t IT. Wo know (lion* inTii- 
nnt tt^uipor itrul H|)int on tliiii hiiIiJooI, too woll to 
boliovo foi' a. niir)inoiit tliiil tlioy'winild Ixicouui 

fiarfirc/m criminh in iiny nuolt iiuljllo ooulrlvnico 
or flu) i r re iw duthlv. jtc, riwJ.ua t. ion ok an inhtiti"- 
TioN, whicli tliO wiiutnl inul ttoiil' mon who tVninoil 
our li'oihiral (/'onHtilution, no woll fnnn tho Hliivo 
BH Iho li'rro Htntoti, rrjfardiid an an evil and a 
ciimc, Boon to boconio oxtinct uiidurtho oporiitiou 
4>f liiwn to bo paHHo«I, prohibilini^ Itio Hliivo'lViulo, 
nntl Iho proKroHBivo intliioncio of tho prinoiploB of 
the Uovohition. 
To provonl tho hucochb of this nofiirioiui projont 

to proBOrvo inmi nuoh gronn vii)liition ttio (Jon- 

Btitution of our coHUtry, ndoptod cxproHBly " (c 
Bfcurc the bhsfiin^H of lilmrty," iind not llio por- 
potuntion of Slnvory — nnd to pi-ovont tlio Hpocdy 
and violent dinflolution of tho Union — wo nivito 

?rou to unite, without tliBlinctiou of parly, iu an 
inuicdiato oxpri'ssion of your viowa on tliin 8ub- 
joct, in Bucli manner ns you may doom beat cul- 
oulutcd to auHWor the end propouod. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
BK< U M. 0ATK3. 
%VILUAM oLAIJH, 
WILLIAM n. CALHOUN, 
JOSHUA U. GIDDINOa, 
SHEaLOCK J. AxDllBWa, 
NATHANIKL B. BOUDEN, 
THO'd 0. CHIITRNDEN, 
JOHN SIATIOOKa. 
OHIU3T0PHKII MOIIOAN, 
JOfcHUA M. HOWAKU, 

victory bikd3eye, 
uilano hall. 

IVAsniHOTON, March Srd, 1843. 

[NoTi._Tbo above Address wan drawa np by 
Hon. Seth M. Gates of New York, at tho sugges- 
tion of John Quincy Adiima, ond sent to Members 
of Congress at their residences, after tho close of 
tho session, for their signatures. Many more than 
the above approved heartily of its positions and 
objects, and would have signed it, but for its 
premature publication, through mistake. Mr. 
Winthrop of Mass. was one of these, with Gov. 
Briggs, of coarse : Mr. Fillmore declined signing 
iLJ 

The letters of Messrs. Clay and Van 
Buren, taking ground against annexation, 
without the consent of Mexico, as an act of 
bad faith and aggression, which would ne- 
cessarily result in war, which appeared in 
the spring of 1844, make slight allusions, if 
any, to the Slavery aspect of the case. In 
a later letter, Mr. Clay declared that he did 
not oppose annexation on account of Slave- 
ry, which he regarded as a temporary institu- 
tion, which, therefore, ought not to stand in 
the way of a permanent acquisition. And, 
though Mr. Clay's last'letter on the subject, 
prior to the election of 1844, reiterated and 
emphasized all his objections to annexation 
under the existing circumstances, he did not 
include the existence of Slavery. 

The def^t of Mr. Van Buren, at the Bal- 



tiii)(n« Noiiihiatliig Ooii volition— Mr. Tolk 
lioinij; (iol(»!l(i(l in IiIm hU-ucI, by u body whicih 
hiid bocii HuripoMod picdfnid to n-noiniimto 
tho (!X-I'nmiut)iit- - oxciitwl connidonildo ('cd- 
inff, OMjuiriully iuuou|.i^ tho l)(>m()(;riitM of Now 
Y^ork. A nurubor of llioir loudoni united iu 
a lotlor, toniuid llio " Htuinit (Jiro\ilur," ad 
viniiig tlusir brothron, whilo ilioy Hiipportwl 
I'ollc and Dallas, to \m caroliil to vot^i for 
<;an(lidu((iH for (Joiijrresn who would Hot tluiir 
I'uoDH as a fliut u<j<^liiiiHt annoxalioii. Horo in 
tho circiilur : 

" Hiu — You will, doubtloHB, ngiw) with nii, that 
the Into HiiUinioro (Convention placed tlio Douio- 
oratiti I'livty, at tho North, in a poHitiou of Rroat 
dinUuilty. Wo are oonHtanlly roiniudod tlint 
it rojooloil Mr. Van Huron, and nominated Mr. 
I'olk, for roaHonii ooiniooiod with tho ininiodiato 
annexation of ToynH — reasons which had no rela- 
tion to Iho princiJilcB of tho party. Nor was that 
all. Tho Convention wont beyond tho authority 
delq.atod to its mombor«, and adopted n roiiolu- 
tion on tho Hubjoet of Tcxaa (a Bubjoot not boforo 
tho country when tliey were oleoted. upon which, 
therefore, they wore not iuBtructwl), wliich booUb 
to interpolate into tho party creed a now doc- 
trine, hitherto unknown among ua, at war with 
Bomo of our oatabliBhed principios, and abhorrent 
to tlio opinions and foohngB of a great mnjority 
of Nortlicrn fixioinon. In this position, whiit was 
tho partjr at tho North to do T Was it to roloct 
the noniinatiouo, and abandon tho contest? or 
should it suupurt the nouiinatious, rojcoting tho 
untenable uoctrino interpolated at tho Conven- 
tion, and taking cure that their support should bo 
accompanied by such on expression of their opin- 
ion 08 to prevent its being miBinterprotcd 1 Tho 
latter alternative has been prefoirod, and wo 
think wisely ; for wo conceive thot a proper ex- 
pression of their opinion will save their votes 
Jiora misconstruction, and that proper efforts will 
secure the nomination of such Members of Con- 
gress as will reject tho unwarrantable scheme now 
pressed upon the country. 

" With these views, assuming that you feel on 
this subject as we do, we have been desired to 
address you, and, invite the cooperati'in of your- 
self and other friends throughout the State : 

" 1st. — In the publication of a joint letter, de- 
claring your purpose to support Ine nomination, 
rejecting the resolutions respecting Texas. 

"2nd. — In promoting and supporting at the 
next elections the nomination for Congress of 
such persons as concur in these opinions. 

" If your views in this matter coiucido with 
oars, please write to some one of us, and a 
draught of the proposed letter will be forwarded 
for examination. 

Very respectfully, 

" GEO. P. BARKER. 
WILLIAM 0. BRYANT, 
J. W. EDM0Nl)3. 
DAVlb DUDLEY FIELD, 
THbOSOUB SBuGwiuK, 
THOMAS W. TUCKER, 
ISAAC TOWNSBNO." 

Silas "Wright, then a Senator of the 
United States, and who, as such, had opposed 
the Tyler Treaty of Annexation, was now 
fun for Governor, as the onh msvt who 
could carry the State of New York fcr Polk 
and Dallas. In a democratic apf ech at 
Skaneateles, N. Y., Mr. Wright had recently 
declared that he could never consent to An- 
nexation on any terms which would give 
Slavery an advantage over Freedom. This 
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iioiititnont i roYUiraitxl hikI HiiiplilK'tl hi a 
a f^niaf, ( lonvoiiliou or tlio DoHuimic.y, which 
inot. a<, i rcn ltiiudr, in (lio autumn of thin year. 

Tho coiitwit iivo(;(,'t;ih;d wilik /^i:oii,l. cariiont- 
jiOHii ihroufcliout. ilu) Ihvxt BtaU'H, Uio mm- 
\iwUnn of Folk ami of Uinuiy (Uui Aboli- 
tion can(li(hit« for l'rcm<le»i), ^ully <if?''t'"'"{T 
in tho aufKJrtioa that Mr. Oby'n i)(mitu)n waH 
C(iually fuvonihlu to AnixiJiatiou with Mr. 
I'oik'n. Ml'. IJinioy, in a letter publiHhcd 
on tho ov(! (if (.ho lOlection, declared that ho 
roKardcd Mr. OlayV, chiction an more favor- 
ai>l« to Annexation than Mr. FoIU'h, hecauBC, 
vrhil'.; C(iuidly inclined to fortify and cctcnd 
Slavei^, he poHHeRncid more ability to inllu- 
cnco Oongrcas in Its favor. IIo Riiya : 

" I havo no ronnonn for oppOHinp Mr- (Jlay on 
pciaonnl gioundH. On tho coiitrmy, tlio iutor 
couvBO wo Imvo hnd hna been of tho iViont friendly 
chacnclor. I oppoHo hin election, boctiuHo ho diH- 
boliovoH the grcdt politicnl truthH of tho Doolnva- 
lion of Indopoudouco, tho foundation of nil jnnt 
govonimont, and btcmiHo bo ropudintoa tho piirn- 
mount objcctD of tho Union, tho porpctuntion of 
liborty to nil. On tho enmo ground, 1 oppose tho 
election of Mr. Tolk. Hut I more daprociito tho 
election of Mr. Clay-— bccauso, poBBOsaing nbili- 
tioc superior to Mr. Polk's, ho would proportion- 
ntoly wonkon tho influence of those truths on the 
minds of our countrymen. 

" Kcapectfully, 6t,c., 

•*jAMEa Q. Bmnzr." 



Before this time, but as yet withheld from, 
and unknown to, the public, Mr. Calhoun, 
now President Tyler's Secretary of State, 
and an early and powerful advocate of An- 
nexation, had addressed to Hon. Wm. R. 
King, our Embassador at Paris, the follow- 
ing official dispatch : 

Mr. Cdhmn to Mr. King. . 

" Dbpartmbht of Statb, 

Wathtngton, Aueast 12, 1844. 

" Sir — I have laid your dispatch, No. 1, before 
the President, who instructs me to make known 
to you that be has read it with much pleasure, 
especially the portion which relates to your cor- 
dial reception by the Kang, and his assurance of 
friendly feelings towm-d the United States. The 
President, in particular, highly appreciates the 
declaration of the King, that, in no event, would 
any steps be taken by his government in the 
slightest degree hostile, or which would ^ve to 
the United States just cause of complamt. It 
was the more gratifying from the fact, that our 
previous information was calculated to make the 
rnipression that the government of France was 
prepared to unite with Great Britain in a joint 
protest agiunst the annexation of Texas, and a 
joint effort to induce her Gfovemment to with- 
draw the proposition to annex, on condition that 
Mexico should bo made to acKnowlcdge her in- 
dependence. He is bnppj to infer irom your 
dispatch that the information, so far as it relates 
to France, is, in all probability, without founda- 
tion. You did not go further than yon ought, in 
assuring the King tnat the object of Annexation 
would be pursued with unabated vigor, and in 
giving your opinion that a decided majority of 
the Ameriean people wore in its favor, and that 
it would certainly bo annexed at no distant day. 
I feel confident that your anticipation will be 
fully realized At no distant period. 



" lilvory day will f<,'n;l io wonkcu tlint conibl- 
nation of nulltionl ciuimoh whinli lod to Ihti opponl- 
tlon of (lio nituiiMiro, nud to Hiroiiglhou tho 
rdiivh'tiou <!mt it wiui not only ox|K)(liont, hut 
jutit 101(1 uc<;()MBruy. 

" VoH woi'o rif^ht ill ninhiiig the diHtiiuitioii bo-, 
twoon tho iiiloi'i'irtt'i of I<VniKto and lOnglaiid in 
loforonoo to T<ix«»— or rnthor, 1 iilKUild nay, tho 
appnront interdntii of tbo t-\v<i o<»iiiitri()ii. I'Vnnco. 
oiinnot poHRibly havo iiny othor Uiuii <'ounnor(itnl 
intorontM in doRiriiiK Ui hoo hor pronorvo hor bojhI" 
ntto iiulopondoDco, whilo it ie cin'taiu (but lCiifi;liind 
lookn beyond, to political iiiloroutu, to which iiho 
iippnrontly nttnchtm much hnpiuiiiiKH). Itut, iu 
our opinion, the iiitm-oiit of both n;>'nlimt tho nioa- 
iiuru in nioro apparent than roal ; mid that, noithor 
Kranco, iiliifrhind, nor ovon Moxico luu'HoItj hmi 
nny iu o])p(mit!oii to it, whon tlio Hubjoct in tnirly 
viewed anil coniiidorcd in ilti whole extent, and 
in all its bonriiiKH. Than viewed and conuidcDd, 
nn'< asmnniiig that pence, tho cxtennion of c(»m- 
mt \ and iicourity, nro objects of primary policy 
with tiieni, it may, as it nceinH Ic luo, bo re»<lily 
flhown thot tho policy on tho pnrtof tlioiKi powers 
which w(nild acquio'sco in a niCdBuro r.o strongly 
denirod by both tho Uiiilod Statoa (vnd Texan, lor 
their tnutual welfare and safbty, an tho annoxalioa 
of tho latter to tho former, would bo fur more 
jiromotivo of those qront objects than that which 
would attempt to resist it. 

" It is impoBfliblo to cast a look at tho map of 
the United States and Texas, and to note the long, 
artificial and inconvenient lino which divides 
them, and to tidco into consideration tho extraor- 
dinary ineroaso of population and growth of 
tho former, and tho eourco from which tho latter 
must derive ita inhabitants, institutions, and. 
laws, without coming to the conolunion that it m 
their destiny to be united, and of course, that 
Annexation is merely a question of time and 
mode. Thus regarded, the question to bo decided 
would seem to be, whether it would not bo better 
to permit it to bo done now, with tho rautual con- 
sent of both parties, and the ncquieacenco of 
these powers, than to attempt to resist and defeat 
it. 

" If the former course he adopted, tho certain 
fruits would be the preservation of peace, great 
extension of commerce by the rapid settlement 
ond improvement of Texos, and incri aaed secu- 
rity, especially to Mexico. The last, in reference 
to Mexico, may be doubted ; but I hold it not 
less clear than the other two. 

'* It would be a great mistake to suppose that; 
this Government has any hostile feelings toward 
Mexico, or any disposition to aggrandize itself at 
her expense. The fact is the very reverse. 

*' It wishes her well, and desures te see her set- 
tled down in peace and security; and is prepared, 
in the event of the Annexation of Texas, if not 
forced into conflict with her, to propose to settle 
with her the question of boundary, and all others 
growing out of the Annexation, on the most lit)e- 
ral terms. Nature herself has clearly marked 
the boundary between her and Texas oy natural 
limits, too strong to be mistoken. There are few 
countries whose limits are so distinctly marked ; 
and it would be onr desire, if Texas should be 
united to us, to see them firmly established, m 
the most certain means of establishing permanent 
peace between the two countries, and strengthen- 
mg and cementing their friendship. Such would 
be the certaiii consequence of permitting tho An- 
nexation to take place now, with the acquiescence 
of Mexico ; but very different would be the case 
if it should be attempted to resist and defeat it^ 
whether the attempt should be successful for the 
present or not. Any attempt of the kind would, 
not improbably, lead to a conflict between us ana 
Mexico, and involve consequences, in reference 
to her and the general peace, long to be deplored; 



OR 



TIIK BTUUOOLM FOll flr,AVj?kY lilOTIlICTrON. 



on both nUlon, niirl dlflldiilt to l*n ropniriul. Hut, 
Htioultl tlint not 1)0 tlui oiiiio, niiil Iho iiitoiToivtiioo 
of nnotUor iiovtcr dofont llio Aiiiioxniloii tor llio 
proiinnt, wftliout the h«tot'rii[illoii of ponon, il 
W(>ul(l but i)OHtiioiio tho ooiililot.niitl roiulor it 
inoro llorco niul bloody vrhfluovor it iiii);lit ooour. 

" Itn ddfont would bo nitribiitod to oninily niid 
ninhillou on tlio part of that power by wliouo iu- 
torforoiuio It wan ooonniouod, luid oxoito doopjoiil- 
ouny iiiul rcHimtiiioiit. on tho piirt of our poople, 
who would bo rnndy to noixo tlio tlrnt favtM'ublu 
opportunity to otfoot by foroe what wan provont- 
od from boln(r' dono poncoftbly by inuttud oon- 
Hcnt. It ill not dilUoull to noo how groidly mioh n 
oontllot, oonio whou il inif^ht, would «ud(ui(j:or 
♦ho ffionornl nonco, nud how much Moxioo might 
bo tho loHor by it. 

" In tho nionn timo, tho coudilion of Toxnn 
would bo rendered unoertdin, her nettleinont nud 
proflperlly in conbc<iuenco retarded, und her com- 
mcrco crippled ; while tho general pcaoo would 
bo rondorod much moro innocuro. it could not 
but grently nlTcct ub. If tho Annexation of Toxa» 
should bo permitted to tako place pcnceabljr 
now, (UH it would, without tho interforeuco of 
other i)ower<i,) tlio enorgiofl of our people would, 
for n long time to como, bo directed to tho peaco- 
nblo puiHuilH of redeeming and bringuig within 
Uio pnio of cultivation, improvement, and civil- 
ization, that largo portion of tho coutiiiont lying 
betwoon Mexico on one aide nud tho BritiBli 
posHcsoionB on tho other, which is now, with lit- 
tle exception, n wilderneea, with a upnrae popula- 
tion, coiminting, for tho moBt part, of wniiderin/,; 
Indian tribcB. 

" It is our doBtiny to occupy that vast region ; 
to inierbcct it with ronds and cannte ; to fill it with 
cities, towns, villngcB, and funna ; to oxtciid over 
it our religion, ouBtoms, conBtitution, and laws, 
and to present it aa ajpeacoful and Bplondid addi- 
tion to the domains of^commoreo and civilization. 
It 18 our policy to incroaso by growing and 
spreading out into unoccupied rf-gions, assimilat- 
ing all wo incorporate : in a word, to iiicrouso hy 
accretion, and not through conquest, by tho addi- 
tion of masses held together by tho adhesion of 
force. 

" No 8>stom can be more unsuited to the lat- 
ter process, or better adapted to the former, than 
our admirable federal system. If it should not 
be resisted in its course, it will probably fulfill its 
destiny without disturbing our neighboroj or 

Eutting in jeopordj; the general peace ; but if it 
e opposed by foreign interference, a new direc 
tion would be given to our energy, much less 
favorable to harmony with our neighboi-s, and to 
tho general peace of the world. 

" Tlie change would be undesirable to us, and 
mnch less in accordance with %vhat I have as- 
sumed to bo primary objects of policy on tho 
part of France, England, and Mexico. 

" But, to descend to particulars : it is certain 
that while England, like France, desires the in- 
dependence of Texas, with the view to commer- 
cial connections, it is not less so that, one of the 
leading motives of England for desiring it, is the 
hope that, through her diplomacy and influence, 
Megro Slavery may be abolisbea there, and ulti- 
mutoly, by consequence, in the United Btates and 
tLroughout the whole of this continent. That 
its ultimate abolition throughout the entire conti- 
nent is an object ardently desii'ed b^ her, we 
have decisive proofs in the declaration of the 
Earl of Aberdeen, delivered to this Department, 
and of which you will find a copy among the 
doimmenta transmitted to Congress with the 
Texan treaty. That she desires its abolition in 
Texas, and oas need her influence and diplomacy 
to effect it there, the same document, with tho 
correspondence of this Pcportmeut with Mr. 
Packenhom, alao to ho found among the doca- 



iiiontii, furulnhcn i»roof not Um conoluiiivo. That 
(Uic of tho ol(|c<itn of aholinhiiig it lluiio ii< to fa- 
oilitato itit nholllioii in tho IIii!I<mI Utat()», and 
throiiglioul tho (loiitlnciit, in luaiiiAnt iV<uii tho 
dcolaiatlon of the Abolilioii party and iiooioll«Mi 
both In thifl country and in jOiiirtnnd. In fiiot, 
thcro ill good miuion t<' bollovo tliat tho iKihcmo 
of idxdiimiiig it in Toxan, with n view to itn abo- 
lition ill tho IJiiilod Hlulcn, and over tho ooiiti- 
nont, origliiatod with tho proiniiinnt mnmborn of 
tho party in tho lliiitod HtutoHf and wan flint 
broached by Ihom in tho (po called) World's Con- 
vention, hold in London in tho year 1U10, and 
through ita agency brought to tho notice of tho 
Ih'ltiMli Oovcrnniout. 

" Now, I hold, not only that Franco can 
hnvo no intcroHt in tho conauinmatiun of this 
grand nchomo, which England hopon to accom- 
pliHli through Texan, if idio can doloal tho Annex- 
ation, but that her iiitorcHta, and thoflo of all tho 
Coutiiiciital jtowcra of Europe are directly and 
doo|)ly opponud to it. 

" It is loo lato in tho day to contend that hu- 
manity or philanthropy iu tho groat object of tho 
policy of England in attempting to abolish Afri- 
can Slavery on tbia Continent. I do not (piostion 
but humanity may have had u conNidoiublo 
inlluoiico in aDoliahing Slavery in hor Woat India 
poBHosaionH, aided, indeed, by tho fullucious cal- 
culation that tho labor of tho Negroes would bo 
at least as profitable, if not moro so, in conso- 
quoiico of tho meaHui'o. She acted on tho princi- 
ple that ti'onical nroduct^ can bo produced 
cheaper by tree African labor and East India 
labor, than by slave labor. She know full well 
tho value of such products to her commerce, navi- 
gation, navy, manufacturors, revenue, and pow- 
er. She was not ignorant that tl'o •pport and 
inaintoiianco of hor political propondoraiico de- 
pended on her tropical possessions, and had 
no intention of diminishing their productiveness, 
nor any anticipation that such would bo tho ef- 
fect, when the scheme of abolishing Slavery in 
hor colonial posncssions was adopted. _ On the 
contrary, she calculated to combine philanthro- 
py with profit and power, as is not unusual with 
tannticisni. Experience has convinced her of 
tho fallacy of her calculations. She has failed in 
all her objects. The labor of her Negroes has 
proved far le8»» productive, without affording tho 
consolation of having improved their condition. 

" The experiment has turned out to be a costly 
one. Ehe expended nearly one hundred millions 
of dollars in indemnifying uie owners of the eman- 
cipated Slaves. It is estimated that the increased 
price paid since, by the jieople of Great Britain, 
for sugar and ouier tropical productions, in con- 
sequence of the measure, is equal to half that 
sum ; and that twice that amount has been ex- 
pended in the suppression of the Slave-trade; 
making together two hundred and fitly milliona 
of dollars as the cost of the experiment. Instead 
of realizing her hope, the result hue been a sad 
disappointment. Her tropical products have 
fallen oflf to a vast amomit. Instead of supplying 
her own wants, and those of nearly all Eiu-opo 
with themj as formerly, she has now, in some of 
the most unportant articles, scarcely enough to 
supply her own. What is worse, her own colo- 
nies are actually consuming sugar produced by 
Slave-labor, brought direct to England^or refined 
in bond, and exported and sold in her colonics aa 
cheap, or cheaper, than can bo produced there ; 
while tho Slave-trade, instead of dimuiiahing, has 
been iu fact carried on to a greater extent than 
over. So disastrous haa been the result, that her 
fixed capital invested in tropical possessions, esti- 
mated at the value of nearly five hundred mil- 
lions of dollars, is said to stand on tho brink of 
ruin. 

" But this is not the worst; irhile this costly 
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Cfllioino linn lind nuoh riiiiintiii ofl'dctii on llin lr(>|>l- 
oiil |iri)itiu-.lioiiH of (/Inittt, liriltiiii, it liiirt )(lv(ni » 

Jioworl'iil iilimiiluii, followtMl Uy u oorioKiiiiiitliiifr 
lidntrihdof |iro(liiflln, to iluiiio iiouiililtm wliloli li'id 
Und tlio i^otMt iioiiHo to hIiiiu Inii- itxiiinplo. Tluiro 
hnii lioon vonlod, It lum licou oiiliinutod by llinin, 
ill tlx) m'odudlloii of li'opidfd lu'dduotii, ulnoo IHOH, 
ill 11x0(1 oiipltid, tiom ly !{I1,(H)0 (IIII),()(M), wliollv do- 
poiidout. oil HlavC'liilfor. In liio hmiiio lun-icxf, tlio 
vnliu) of lliolr prodiuitn luin liooii culinmlod to 
liavo rliicii IVoui idtoiit lp71i.(ll)l),00(), niinuidly, to 
Hourly l|i'2'20,0(H),(l()l) ; wliilo tlio wliolo of tlio llxtid 
«ii|)it(kl of Oroat, Itrituiii, voiitod iu (inlliviitlii|; 
troiiioid iiroduotM, both iu tlio lOiitit. and Wofil 
Iiulioii, ill oHiiiiKitod lit, only nboiit $8;ill,(KIIM)ll(l 
and tlio viduo of tlio produotB iinnnidly nt nliout 
IJiriO.OOO.ODO. To iirofiont a ntill moro Hliiking viow 
of tliioo ni tloloH of tro[)i()iil piodncilH (luif^ar. oolTiio, 
and cotton), the IkiliMli poHROtmionH, inolndiiif^ tlio 
Kimt and Wont ludioH, and Mauntiim, piodiiood 
in ISia, of nugar, only ;i/Jl):i,771 poundw ; wliilo 
Onbfi, IJmzil, and tlio United Slaton, oxoludinff 
otiior ooiuitrioa luiviiifif tropical pomioHHioim, pro- 
diiood i),()0t),()0t) poundtt; of cofleo. tlio IJntiali 
poHHOHHioiiH produced only i!7,;}!Hj,0();i poundH, 
wliilo Cuba and IJrazil produ(!od aOl.SDO^aS 
poundH; an J of cottini, tlio ItritiHli poHHon«ionB. 
includinfr Hliipinontu to Cliinn, only 137,4'13,4'1() 
pounds, wliilo tlio United States alouo produced 
79(),47!),275 pouiulH. 

" The above facta and cslimate have nil boon 
drawn from a BritiHh periodical of high Btanding 
und authority,* and are boliovod to bo entitled to 
credit. 

" The vast inoroaeo of the capital and produc- 
tion on the part of thoao uations. who have con- 
tinued their former policy toward tlio negro race, 
compared with that of Groat Britain, indicates a 
correspondinjf relative incroaeo of tlio means of 
commerce, navigation, manufactures, wealth, 
and power. It is no longer a question of doubt, 
tliat the groat source of wealth, prosperity, ond 
power of more civilized nations ot the tom- 
porato zone (especially Europe, where the arts 
iiavo mude the greatest advanco), depends, in a 
groat degree, on the exchange of their products 
with those of the tropical regions. So great has 
beon the advance made in the arts, both chemical 
and mechanical, within the few laot generations, 
that all the old civilized nations can, with but a 
amall part of their labor and capital, supply their 
respective wants; which tends to limit, within 
narrow bounds, the amount of the commerce be- 
tween them, and forces them all to seek for mor- 
ketfl in the tropical regions, and the more newly- 
Bettled portions of the globe. Those who can 
best succeed in commanding those markets, have 
tlio least prospect of outstripping the others in the 
career of commerce, navigation, manufactures, 
.Veulth, and power. 

This is seen and felt by British statesmen, and 
has opened their eves to the errors which they 
have committed. The question now with them 
is, how shall it be coimteracted ? What has been 
done cannot be undone. The question is, by 
what moans can Great Britain regain and keep a 
Buperiority in tropical cultivation, commerce, and 
influence? Or, shall that be abandoned, and 
other nations be BuGTerod to acquire the supremacy, 
even to the extent of eupplying British markets, 
to the destruction of the capitafalreody vested in 
their production ? These are the questions which 
now profoundly occupy the attention of her states- 
xnon, and have the greatest influence over her 
councils. 

" In order to regain her auperiority, she not only 
seeks to revive and increase her own capacity to 

Sroduce tropical productions, but to diminish and 
estroy the capacity of those who have so far out- 

• BlacScwood'a Magazine for June, 1841. 



nlrippod lior in tioiiiioquonoo of hor orror. Jit pur- 
HiiU, of tlio fornior, nlio liris <inot lii;r oyim to hor 
ICiiHt India poimonnioiiH — to Coiitriil niid Knnlcru 
Africa — with Iho viow «if 0Hlablin1iiii)( coloniuH 
tlmvo, and is von to niiitoro, mibutunthilly , thii Hlavo- 
tnido Itnolf, iitidor tlio upcoioun imtiioof traiiHport- 
iiilf lior tVno liilioioiM iVoiii Africa to hor Wtmt 
India pofmoimioiin, iu order, if posiiiblo, to (toiniioto 
inuiccuHftilly with tlioHO who have rofiiHcd l<i follow 
lior Miiloidal policy. Uiit IIk^ho all alVoid but uii- 
<)(^rtaiIl and dinlaiit hopen of rccovoriiig hor lout 
miiioriority. Her main rolianco in on llio otlior 
alfoi nativo~1o orippio or dontioy tlio produotioiin 
of Ijor miocoBiiful nvulH. Thoro la but one way by 
which it can bo doiio, nnd tiliut in by aboliHliiuK 
Afiioftii Hluvory thiouglioiit thin continent; and 
that hIio openly avowM to bo the coiintaiit objocl 
of lior policy and oxorlioiiH. It miiltoni not how. 
or from what motivo, it may bo doiio— wliotlior it 
bo by diiilomaoy, iiitluonco, or fonio ; by Boorot or 
opon ninaim ; and whether tlio motivo bo hiiinaiio 
or boIIihIi, wi''it)ut n;(i;ard to nmnnor, inoanH, or 
motive. Tho thing lUiolf, ohould it bo aocom- 
pliHlied, would put down all rivalry, and give hor 
tlio uiKliHputcd Bupromaoy in Buj[iplying hor own 
wantH, and IhoHo of tho rcat ot tlio world ; and 
thereby more than fully retrieve what she UiHt by 
hor orroiH. It would give hor tho monopoly of 
tropical productiona, wliich I Hhall next proceed 
to Hhow. 

" What would bo tho consequence if this object 
of hor uncoasing solicitudo and exertions should 
bo olTcRtod by the abolition of Nogro Slavery 
throughout this continent, aomo iciba may bo 
formed from tho immoiioo diminution of produc- 
tiona, as has beon shown, which has followed 
abolition in her West India poHscBBions. But, an 
groat aa that has beon, it is nothing compared 
with what would bo the effect, if she hIiouIu suc- 
ceed in abolishing Slavery in tlio United Spates, 
Cuba, Brazil, and throughout this continent. Tho 
oxporiment in her own colonies was made under 
tho most favorable circumstances. It was brought 
about gradually nnd peaceably by the steady and 
firm operation of tho parent country, nrmed with 
complete power to prevent or crush at once all 
insurroctionary movements on tho part of the 
negroes, and able and disposed to maintain to the 
full, tho political and social ascendancy of the 
former Masters over their former Slaves. It is not 
at all wonderful that the change of the relations 
of Master and Slave took place, under such cir- 
cumstances, without violence and bloodshed, and 
that order and peace should have been since pre- 
served. Very different wo.ild be the rc&ult of 
abolition, should it be effected by her influence 
and exertions in the possessions of other countri^ 
on this continent — and especially in the United 
States^ Cuba, and Brazil, the great cultivators of 
the principal tropical products of America. To 
form a correct conception of what would be the 
result with them, we must look, not to Jamaica, 
but to St Domingo, for example. The change 
would be followed by unforgiving hate between 
the two races, and end in a bloody and deadly 
struggle between them for the superiority. One 
or the other would have to be subjugated, extir- 
pated, or expelled ; and desolation would over- 
spread their territories, aa in St. Domingo, from 
which it would take centuries to recover. The 
end would bg, that the superiority in cultivating 
the great tropical sfaiples would be trausferrod 
from them to the Britisn tropical possessions. 

" They oro of vast extent., and, those beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, poBsessed of an unlimited 
amount of labor, standinsr ready, by tho aid of 
British capital, tt» supply the deficit which 
would be occasioned by destroying the tropical 
productions of the United States, Cuba, Brazil, 
and other countriea cultivated by Slave-labor 
on this continent, aa soon as the increased prices, 
in consequence, would yield a profit. It ia thit 
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min«MtHnfuI (loniixtllllou of Oinl lulior -vvlildh kropn 
llio (if tlio ((nmf, tioiiiddl Mlnplnn no low m 

U) |)i'<i\'oiit lli<ili> otilllviitioti with \)t(>ni hi llio 
{loinuiiihiiinii (if (hml llrUniii, Uy wlwtt nlio in 
ploiirK^il to (ikII dm Mute. 

" If nlio <iaii ilcHlioy ifn oompoUUon, nlio would 
Imvo IV inont)|i(ily of 'ilKiHoprodiiotidiiK. Hlio Iuih 
nil i\w mmw of furiiliiliiiiff iiii iiiiliiniidd luitijily 
-L-vfiHt (Mill foi'tllo iionHonHloiifi in lioth Iiiiluw, 
lioiiiiiHi'Mei (loiiiiiiuiul of (iiipiUil and lulior, iitid 
niii|)lo [lowor to riu|i)>i'ciiM iliHluilttiiiciiH nml pro- 
Rorvo oi'dtM- Mii'ou^lioiit lior wldo doiiiitiii. 

*' It i» uiinii'Wtioiiiihlo Hint fllio rojUfiirdH tho 
nbolitloit of 8in/('i'.y in ToxnH iiii fi inont import ' 
aut fttop lownnl tliiH f^ront objoct of pidlcy, no 
much tlifi nim of lirr Holioitudo nnd oxortionH ; 
mill llio (lofoiit o »lio Ainuixnlion of 'IVxnH to our 
Uiii<iu mi iiidiiit,<)iiHublo to tlio nbolition of Hlii- 
vory thoKi. HI,o in loo Hnp;aoi<iuH not to roo what 
n ffttdl blow f, would glvo to Slavery in tho 
llnitod State i, nnd how certainly itH abolition 
with no wil'. aboliHh It over tho wholo contiuont, 
nnd flioroby (.;ivo hor a monopoly in tho nrodiu!- 
tioiiH of tho groat tnniical ntaploH, and tiio coin- 
mnnd of tho ooinmorco, nfiviKfttioii, and manii 
IhcturcH of tho world, with un OBtublinhod naval 
BBCoiidnncy and polilioal prciiondorancc. To 
tbin contiuont, tho blow wonld no oalamitouB be- 
yond dcH('ri;)tion. It would dcntroy. in a pront 
moatiiM'o, tlic cultivation nnd productions of tho 
great tropical staploa. nmountinfj annually in 
value to nearly $:iOI),(H)0,0(t(), tho fund which 
stiuHilutoB nnd uiiholds almost every other brnHch 
of its iiidiietry, commerce, navigation, nnd manu- 
faclurra. Tho wholo, by their joint influence, nro 
rapidly enreading populntion, wealth, improve- 
ment and civilization over tho whole continent, 
nnd vivifying, by their overflow, tho industry of 
Europe, thereby incrensing ita population, wealth, 
and advancement in tUo arts, in power, and in 
civilization. 

" Such must bo tho result, should Great Britain 
succeed in accomplishing the constant object of 
her desire and exertions— the abolition of Negro 
Slavery over this continent — and towards the ef- 
fecting of which ehe regards the defeat of the 
Annexatioii of Texas to onr Union so important. 

"Can it be possible that governments so en- 
lightened and engacious as mose of Franco and 
the other great continental powers, can be eo 
blinded by tho plea of philanthropy a.s not to see 
what must inevitably follow, be her motive what 
it may, should she succeed in her object 1 It is 
little short of mockery to talk of philanthropy, 
with the example before us of the effects of abol- 
ishing Negro Slavery in her own colonies, iu St. 
Domingo, and in the Northern States of onr 
Union, v/hero statistical facta, not to be shaken, 
prove that the free Negro, after the experience di 
sixty years, i? in a far worse condition than in the 
•other States, where he has been left in his former 
condition. No : the effect of what is called abo- 
lition, where the number is few, is not to raise 
the inferior race to the condition of freemen, but 
to deprive the Negro of the guardian caro of his 
owner, subject to all the depression and oppres- 
sion belonging to his inferior condition. But, on 
the other hand, whore the number is great, and 
bears a large proportion to the wholo population, 
it would be still worse. It would be to substitute 
for the existing relation a deadly strife between 
tho two races, to end in the subjection, expulsion, 
or extirpation of one or the other; and such 
would bo tho case over tha greater part of this 
continent where Negro Slavery exists. It would 
liot end there ; but would, in all probability, ox- 
tend, by itB example, the war otmcea over all 
South America, including Mexico, and extending 
to the Indian aa well as the African race, and 
miako the whole one scene -of blood and devasta- 
tion. 



"Dlninliiiiliig, (h<(n, thonlnloand unfounded plon 
of (iliilanthi'opy, <iiin It bo that l''iiinco nnd tho 
other great «uiiillii<>iiliil piiwor(i--n(!(>ing wlintmiint 
lio tho rrmilt ot tho policy, for tho iu-iii)ni)illnli- 
incut of whioh ICni^liiiid iii coiiHtanlly oxcrtiiifr 
iKvniclf, nnd that the defeat of tho Anncxniiiiii ol 
'IV'jfrm Ih no liuportmit townrdn ilii coi«uinni«lion 
— arc prciiarcd to buck iirconntonnnco her in her 
ctrortii to iirodiico oitlior ? Wliiitpimniblo niotivcn 
can thoy linvo to favor her ch(irii>li(id policy ? In 
it not bettor for them that they Hlionid bo iiup- 
iilicd with tropical prniluctii in exdmngo for 
their labor from tho United Htntos, iini//.il, Cubn, 
nnd thin continent generally, thnn to be (lepond- 
eut. on ono great monopolizing power for their 
supply ? In It not hcftor that thoy iihoiild receive 
them at tho low prieeit which compel it ion, ohcaji- 
cr inenns of production, and neiirncHii of innrkot, 
would furnish them by the former, thnii to givo 
tho high pri(M)H which monopoly, dear Inbor, and 
great <ll«tanco from innrket, would impofio ? Is 
it not better that their labor should bo oxchnngcd 
with a now continent, rapidly inoronsing in poim- 
latton nnd capacity for consuming, nnd which 
would furnish, in tho course of ft few gonorn- 
tioiiH, n mnrket nearer to i'hcin, and almost of 
unlimited extent, for tho nroducta of their indus- 
try and arts, thnn with old nnd distnnt regions, 
whose nopulation has long since reached ita 
growth ? 

" Tho above contains those onlarped views of 
policy which, it seems to mo, an enlightened Eu- 
ropean Btiilcamnn ought to take, in making up 
his opinion on tho subject of the Annexation of 
Texas, and the grounas, as it may bo inferred, 
on which England vainly opposes it. They cer- 
tainly involve considerations of tho deepest im- 
portance, nnd demanding the greatest attention. 
Viewed in connection with them, the question of 
Annexation becomes one of tho first magnitude, 
not only to Texas and tho United States, but to 
this continent and Europe. They nro presented, 
that you may use them on all suitable occasions 
where you think theymny be with effect, in your 
correspon'dence, whore it can bo done with pro- 
priety or otherwise. The President relies with 
confidence on your sagacity, prudence, and zeal. 
Your mission is one of the first magnitude at all 
times, but especially now ; and he feels assured 
that nothing will bo left undone on your part to 
do justice to the country and the Government in 
reference to this measure. 

" I have said nothing aa to our right of treaty 
with Texas, without consulting Mexico. You so 
fully understand the grounds on which we rest 
our right, and are so familiar with all the facta 
necessary to maintain them, that it was thought 
unnecessary to add anything in reference to it, 
"lam, Sir, very respectfully, 

" Your obedient Servant, 

"J. 0. OAIiHOUN." 

"WiLLiAJi R. Kino, Esq., &c., &c" 

The election of James K. Polk as Presi- 
dent, and George M. Dalias as Vice-Presi- 
dent, (Nov. 1844) having virtually settled, 
aflSrmatively) the question of annexing Tex- 
as, the XXVIllth Congress commenced 
its second s(asion at Washington on the 2nd 
of December, 1844 — Mr. John Tyler being 
still acting President up to the end of the Con- 
gress, March 4th following. 

Dec. 19. Mr. John B. W eller, (then mem- 
ber from Ohio, now Senator from California) 
by leave, introduced a joint resolution, No. 
51, providing for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, which he moved to the 
Committee of the Whole, 
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Mr. 10. 9. 1 lumliu of Ohio movc<l ft rii- 
I'orotKHi of mU\ icmoIvo to ii (-(MruitiU^H; of 
011(1 from omih Mt,u,to, witli iiintruoUoi»i) to 
port, totho llouiio, 

" Int. Wliollior Odiifjninti hnn nuy (Hi)iidUiillanul 
tiowof to iiiiuoK njhirif^n, iiKldiinuilcnit iintton (<t 
Uiiii Odvin iiiiKint. ; (iikI if ho, ,l»y whiil, iirlidlo niid 
ii<x;li((ii of Uio ('oiiiitUiiliou it in tumfon'od ; wholli- 
cr il, in iiiuouk llui powoi'H oxj>r<)tinly i;riiiit()<l, or 
ainoufr thoHo wliic.h iiro iiiwlicd ; wfiotlior il, in w 
iwwviwy to (iiirry into ctlV;ol any ojtpvcHHly-j^rautcd 
jKtwor ; uiul if HO, which ouo. 

" VVholiior aiinoxritioii of Toxnii would not 
0x1 (ind and iiorjiol uitto Hhvvory iii lh« Slavo Htutcn, 
wnd (ilfio, llio iiitorniil HUvvo-trado ; nnd whothor 
tho United Htaloii Oovornincnt. lvm\ any oonRlitti- 
lional jiowor over Bhivory in fJw StiUnit, oitlior to 
j)or|)(itunfr; il, Ihorc. or to do it away, 

" 'M. Whothtir llio United Htaton, hnvin^^ no- 
knowk)(lf»od tho indonondmKio of Toxn», Miixico 
is tliorc'by doprivud oilior riglit. to rcoon(inor that 
provi 11(10. 

" \th. nuit. thoy report whothcr Toxnfi ia owinp 
any dcbtw or not; nnd, if hIio ih, what in tho 
nniount, nnd to whom pnyablo; and whether, if 
bUo Hhonid bo nniioxod to tho UuUcd Stnt«H, the 
United States Qovcrnmont would bo bound to 
pay thom all. 

" 5i!/i. Tliat thoy report what troatiea nro in ox- 
istonco between I'osiiB and foreign povornmentB ; 
nnd, ifHho nliould bo nnnoxod to tho United StatCH, 
whether tho United States Governniont would bo 
bound, by tho law of nations, to fulfill those 
troatiCB." 

The question on commitment was insisted 
upon, and first taken — Yeas, 109 (Demo- 
crats) ; Nays, 61 (Whigs) ; whereupon it waa 
held that Mr. Hbralin's amendment waa de- 
feated, and the original proposition alone 
committed. 

Jan. mh, 1845. Mr. John P. Hale, N. 
H., (then a Democratic Representative, now 
a Republican Senator) proposed the follow- 
ing as an amendment to any act or resolve 
contemplating the annexation of Texas to 
this Union : 

" Provided, That immediatoly after the ques- 
tion of boundary between the United States of 
America, and Mexico ehall have been definitively 
settled by tho two governments, and before any 
Stat^a formed out of the territory of Texas afaall be 
a<imitfed into the Union, the said territorjr of Texas 
shall bp divided as follows, to wit : beginning at 
a point on the Gulf of Mexico, midway between 
the Northern and Southern boundaries thereof on 
the coast ; and thenee by a line running in a 
northwesterly direction to the extreme boundary 
thereof, so as to divide the same as nearly as pos- 
Btble into two ecjual parts, and in that portion of 
said territory south and west of tho line to be 
xnn as aforesaid, there shall be neither Slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, otherwise than in tbe 

Eunishment of crimes, whereof the party shall 
ave been daly convicted. 
" And provided further, That this provision 
shall be considered as a compact between the peo- 
ple of the United States and the people of the 
said territory, and forever remain unalterable, 
unless by the consent of three-fourths of the States 
of the Unipn." 

Mr. Hale asked a suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to offer it now, and have it 
printed and committed. Refused— Yeas, 92, 
(not two-thirds;) Nays, 81. 



y<'ffK- -AIl thd WhigH and iwmi of tho 
fhimdcraljt from thoFnio HtiiU'H, with MoHnrH. 
Duncan h, (Jlliich iiiul Ahix, 11. Ht(!)»honM 
of (i(',or(ifia, anddlco. W. Hiimuiornof Va. 

Nmp- ~M\ tho nicnibiuH from Slavo 
HUxtm, oxcdpt tho al)ovo, with tho followhig 
IVoiri Htutofi : 

MAiNic—Nhrippnrd (Jary— 1. 
Nicw-IIami'hhuik.— Kdmund Uurko, Moi«in 
Norrid, jr— 'i. 

NKW-'Yoiiic-Jamoii Q. Clinton, Bolah «. 
Htrouf^ — 2. 

I'r,NNfiYi,VAm\.— .TnniCH lllrick, itidlinrd Brod- 
hoad, llonry J). Fonlor, JoHcph It. IngorHoU, 
Mi(!h(iol H. .lonltn -.'i. 

OnH).— .ToRoj)h .F. MoDowoll— 1. 

IrfmANA.T-Willimn J. Urown, .John W. Daviu. 
John Potlit-;>. 

Ii.r.iNoiH.— Orlando B. Ficklin, Joseph P. 
Hogo, Kobort Smith— :j. 

Total Dcniocrata from Free States, 17. 

Dec. 12</t.~Mr. 0. J. Ingo-rsoll of I»a,, 
from tho Oommittco on Foreign Alfaira, re- 
ported a Joint Resolution for annoxintf 
Texas to the Union, which was committed 
and discussed in CommittAje of the Wholo 
from time to time, through the next 
month. 

Jan. 1th. — Mr. J. P. Hale presented re- 
solves of the Legislature of New Hampshire^ 
thoroughly in' favor of Annexation, and 
silent On the subject of Slavery, except as 
follov/s : 

"Resolved, That wo Bgree with Mr. Clay, that 
tho re-annexation of Texas will ndd more Free 
than Slave States to the Union: and that it would 
be unwise to refuse a pennnnont acquisition, 
which will exist as long as the globe remiuus, 
on account of a temporary institution." 

Jan. 13fA.— -Mr. Cave Johnson of Tena. 
moved that all further debate on this sub- 
ject be closed at 2 p. m. on Thursday next. 
Carried — Yeas, 126 ; Nays, 67 ; (nearly all 
the Nays from Slave States). 

Jan. 25th. — The debate, after an exten- 
sion of time, was at length brought to a 
close, and the Joint Resolution taken out of 
Committee, and reported to the House in the 
following form; (that portion relating to 
Slavery, having been added in Committee, 
on motion of Mr. Milton Brown (Whig) of 
Tennessee : 

" Segoived, b^f the Senate and House of Rep. 
resentatives in Congress asgembled, That Con- 
gress doth consent that the Territory properly 
inolnde4 within, and rightfully belonging to, 
Republic of Texas, may be erected info a new- 
State, to be called the State of Texas, with a 
republican f(H-m ot government, to be adoptetf 
by the people of said republic, by deputies in 
convention assembled, with the consent of the 
existing government, in order that the same may 
be admitted as one of the States of this Union. 

" 2. And be it further resolved. That the fore- 
going consent of Congress is given upon the fol- 
lowing conditions, and with the following gooran-, 
tees, to wit i 

" First. Said Statp to be formed, subject to tha 
i adjustment by thi» Qevirnment of alt qnesUona 
I of boundary that may arise with other g(yv«acn> 
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ino»l5; (UmI tlio (VnuilHiiHon lliorciof, witli tlio 
priuwr ovidinux) of itn (ulontiiMi by (lio (looplo of 
Kinlu l{o|Mihllo of Toxiin, filiiiH tiiiiiiiiuiltotl io 
Uio I'loiiUUiuf. of (ho Uiillod Wliiton, lo bo \i\ul 
boforo Ooiini'oiiR for Un lliinl MoUon, on or l)oforo 
tJio IM. day of Jiiiiiinry, iMi'>. ' 

"Hoooiiil. HuSil Ht'ito, wlum udinitloil Into fho 
IThIoii. iiftor «!()(lii)^r to tlio IJniloil Htnton nil ptib- 
lio odillcoii, f(u°linc(itloi)H, btirrnolcn, (lortn, iiiid 
hiuboni, imvy niid luivy ynrdH, dookii, miiKn/.inon, 
nrinn, inaminoiifn, m<X nil otiior (troporty niiil 
iiioniiti ixtrlniniiifr to li\ui public dofoiiHo, boloiiff- 
iiiK to till! iittid Unpublio of Toxmt, olinll rotdiii 
nil tlio |Mi)>li(<. fiiiuln, dobtii, (nxtin, mid diiuH of 
ovory kind which nmy belong lo, or bo duo 
or owing niiid ropiiblio ; nnd iilidll nliio rotnin 
nil the vnciiiit and iinnppix>j)riatud bindn lying 
within itM liiiiitu, to bo itppliod to tlio iiayiiioiif 
fit the debtn and UnbiUlion of Bald UopiibVio of 
Toxnn ; and Hio roHidiio of naid InndH, nftor din- 
oharging nuid tloblo nnd liabilitiofl, to bo diopoiiod 
of no naid State may dircor.; but. iu no ovout 
i\ro imid dcbtn and liab'tlitica to bocomo a charge 
upon tho United Stnton, 

"Third. New Statcfl of conveniont, bizo. not 
oxoMding four in number, in addition to said 
State of Texas, and having suITloiontnopulfttion, 
may hereafter; by tho coneont of Baiii State, bo 
formed out of the Territory Ihoroof, which shall 
bo entitled to admission under tho provisions of 
tho Federal CoiiRtitution. And such States as 
may bo formed out of that portion of said Terri- 
tory, lying south of thirty-six dogiooa thirty 
minutes north latitude, oommonly known as the 
Missouri Compromise lino, shall be admitted into 
tho Union, with or without Slavery, na tho people 
of each State asking admission miw desire ; and 
in snob State or States as shall bo firmed out of 
said Territory, north of said Missouri Compro- 
mise lino. Slavery or involuntarv eorvitudo (ex- 
cept for crime) shall be prohibited." 

Mr. Cave Johnson of Tenn. moved the 
previous question, which the House seconded 
— ^Yeas 113 ; Nays 106 — and then the 
amendment aforesaid was agreed to — ^Yeas 
118 ; Nays 101. 

Yeas, 114 Democrats, and Messrs. Milton 
iSrown of Tenn., James Dellet of Ala,, and 
Duncan L. Clinch and Alex. H. Stephens 
of Ga. (4), Southern Whigs. 

if ays, all the Whigs present from Free 
States, with all from Slave States, but the 
four just named ; with the following Demo- 
crats from Free States : 

Maine — Robert P. Dunlap, Hannibal Hamlin 
_2. 

VERMONT.'—Paul Dillingham, jr. — 1. 

NKW-HAMPSHifiE,— John P. Hale — 1. 

Connecticut. — George S. Catlin — 1. 

Nkw-Yokk. — Joseph H. Anderson, Charles S. 
Benton, Jeremiah E. Carey, Amasa Dana, Bioh- 
ard p. Davis, Byram Green, Preston King, 
Smith M. Purdy, George Bathbun, OrvilleBob- 
inson, David L. Seymour, Lemuel Stetson — 12. 

Ohio.— Jacob Brinokorhoff, William C. Mc- 
Causlen, Joseph Morris, Henry St. John — 4. 

MicHiaAN.—^ames B. Hunt, Bobert MoCIol. 
land— 2. 

Total Democrats froni Free States, 23. 
" Whigs from Free and Slave 
States, 78. 
• The House then ordered the whole propo- 
sition to a third reading forthwith— Yeas 
120 ; Nays 97~- and passed it by Yeas 120 ; 
Naya 98. 



YmH, 111! tilt! DdinooratH from iShivo Htiitcfi, 
and all tliii I)onn»(U'ul.M from Fvco Htivtcfi, ox- 
(•.(!^)t «w bolow ; witli McHHni. Diincaii L. 
(Jliiich, Milton Brown, .Ihukvi JJcllot, Wil- 
hni/iflihy Nowtou, of Vu. (who tlionsfrom 
t.uriKHl Domocnit), and AWk. If. Ht(>|)lu;nn 
of (Jii. (now Domocnit), from Hlavd HlutcH. 

Nays, all tlm Wlii^H from Frco Htalwi; 
all thoMo froui Shivo Htatt-H (ixcopt uh above ; 
with (,Ik) followin/i; Domocratu from Frco 
Htut(!H, viz. : 

M A I N K .—1 Ian nibal 1 lainl in— 1 . 

NKW-IlAMrmnuK. — iloliu P. Halo, John R. 
Ilodiiig — y. 

Vkhmont. — Paul Dillingham, jr. — 1. 

CoNNKCTicuT. — George S. Cailin— -1. 

Nkw-Youic. .JoHcph II. AiidorHon, CImrlon S. 
Honton, Levi 1). Carpontor, .Icroiniali V,. Caroy, 
Amnoa Dana, lliclinrd 1). Davis, Byrani Groon, 
Proflton King, Smith M. Purdy, George Ilathbun, 
Lemuel Stetfloii, Horace "Whoaton, David L. 
Seymour — l-l. 

Ohio, — Henry St. John— l.v 

MiciiiQAN JaraoB .13. Hunt, Robert McClel- 
land— 2. 

Total Democrats from Free States 23. 

So tho resolve passed the House, und was 
sent to tho Senate for concurrence. 

In Sonnto, several attempts to originate 
action in favor of Annexation were made 
at this session, but nothing came of them. 

Feb. 24</t. The joint resolution aforesaid 
from the House vms taken up for considera- 
tion by 30 Yeas to 11 Nays (all Northern 
Whigs). On the 27th, Mr. Walker of Wis. 
moved to add an alternative proposition, 
contemplating negotiation as the means of 
effecting the meditated end. 

Mr. Foster (Whig) of Tenn. proposed the 
following : 

" And provided further. That in fixing the 
terms and conditions of such admission, it shall 
be expressly stipulated and declared, (hat the 
State of Texas, and such other States as may be 
formed out of \htA portion of the present Territory 
of Texas lying south of thirty -six deg, thirty min. 
north latitude, commonly known as the Missouri 
Compromise line, shall be admitted into the 
Union with or without Slavery, as the jieople of 
each State, so hereafter (»king admission, may 
desire : And provided furthermore. That it shall 
be also stipulated and declared, that the public 
debt of Texas shall in no event become a charge 
upon the government of the United States." 

The question was first taken on the first 
(Slavery) proviso of the foregoing, which 
was defeated, by Yeas and Nays, as fol- 
lows : 

YEAS~~For the Slavery Proviso : 



Messrs. Archer, Va. 
Barrow, La, 
Bayard, Del. 
Berrien, 6a. 
Clayton, Del. 
Crittenden, Ky. 
Foster, Tenn. 
Hannegan, Ind. 
Huger, 8. C. 



Jornagin, Tenn. 
Johnson, La. 
Mangum, N. C. 
Mernck, Md. 
Morehead, Ky. 
Pearce, Md. 
Phelps, Vt. 
Rives, Vo. 
Sevier, Ark.—18. 



All Whigs but three {in Italics). 
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NAYS — AfrainHt the ftlnvr.nj Vrovm: 

Mmmu Alloii, Ohio. rnmoiH, U. I. 

-Aiihloy, Avic. iliiywooil, N. (j. 

Aloliiiioii, Afo. JIoikIdi'hiiii, Aliiiii, 

Atlu>rt<»ii, N. ir. llinitiiiuloii, (.)oini. 

Hi'^by, Aid. J,o\vi«, AIii. 

ItivUm, Adidfi. MoDulUo, H. (]. 

Hoiih.ii, Mo. Millor, N. Y. 

Urocno, IimI. Nil(in, (^oim. 

KkoIuiiuui, Vn. I'oi'tor, ,ljfi. 

<))ioato, Mdim. Homplo, lU. 

(Johpiitt, Hlui'(,'('.on, Pa. 

Diiytou, N. J. 'I'liujian, Ohio. 

Dickiiuioii, N. Y, IFiilidin, Vt. 

Dix, N. Y. Wnllior, Win. 

ICvaiiM, M(i. Whito, liul. 

I'VirlUthl, Mo. W«io(ll)ii(lf;o, Mioh. 
Woodbury, N. 11.— '.M. 

The other brunch of tho ainciKhncnt waa 
voIxhI down. Yens, 20 (WhigH) ; Nuya> 31 
(25 Doniocrats und 6 Whij^H) . 

Various amendments were proposed and 
votctl down. Among them, Mr. FosUir, of 
Tcnn., moved an express stipulation that 
Shivery should bo tolerated in all States 
formed out of tho Territory of Texas, south 
of tho Missouri line of 3'-'' 30'. Rejected- 
Yeas, IG (Soutliern Whigs, and Sevier of 
Arkansas) ; Nays, 33. 

Mr. Miller, of N. J., moved to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and insert : 

"That tlio ProBidont "of tho United States bo, 
and he hereby is, nuthorizod and advised to open 
nogotintions witlj Mexico and Texas, for tho ad- 
justment of boundaries, and tho annexation of 
the latter to tho Cuited States, on tho following 
basis, to wit : 

"I. The boundary of the annexed territory to 
be in tho desert prairie west of the Nueces, and 
along the highlands and mountain heights which 
divide the waters of the Mississippi from tho 
waters of the Rio del Norte, and to latitude forty- 
two degrees north. 

" II. The people of Texas, by a legislative act, 
or by any authentic act which shows the will of 
the majorily, to express their assent to said an- 
nexation. 

"III. A State to be called 'the State of Texas,' 
with boundaries fixed by herself, and an extent 
not exceeding the largest State of the Union, be 
admitted into the Union, by virtue of this act, on 
an equal footing with the original States. 

" iV. The remainder of the annexed territory, 
to be held and disposed of by the United States 
as one of their Territories, to be called ' the 
Southwest TeiTitory.' 

"V. The existence of Slavery to be forever 
prohibited in the northern and northwestern part 
of said Teiritory, west of the 100th degi-ee of lati- 
tude west from Greenwich, so as to divide, as 
equally aa may be, the whole of the annexed 
country between slaveholding and non-slave- 
holding States. 

" VI. The assent of Mexico to be obtained by 
treaty to such annexation and boundary, or to 
be dispensed with when tho Congress of the 
United States may deem such assent to be unne- 
cessary. 

" VII. Other details of the annexation to be 
ft^nsted by treaty, so far as the same may come 
within the scope of the treaty-making power." 

Rejected by the following vote : 

YEAS— -For Mr. Miller's Substitute: 

Messre. Archer of Va, Evans of Me. 

Berrien of Ga. Francis of B. I. 



Olioalo of Mtwn. Millor of N. ,T. 
<;ri(t(>ii(lon of Ky. nmlpn of Vt. 
Diiyloii ofN. J." Uiihfiin of Vt 

Woodbiidgo of Midh.- 11 {all WhlgH). 

NAYS Aij;aimt 3Ir. Miller's SiiMitute: 

MoiiiuM. AHou, Ohio. Haywood, N. O. 

Anliloy, Ark. Ilondincon, Minn. 

AlohlHon, Mo. Ilugor, 8. (,'. 

Atluirlon, N. H. tlnrnnf^iii, Tonu. 

Biigliy, Ala. .Tohniion, La. 

l^nrrow, La. liowin, Alii. 

Honton, Mo. MoDufllo, H. C. 

llniOHO, Ind. Mon it-k, Jlld. 

Ituohanan, Vn. NiloB, Conn, 

('layloii, Dol. Pcarco, Md. 

Colquitt, Ga. Itivon, Vii, 

Diokiniion, N. Y. Soinplo, 111. 

Dix, N. Y. Sovior, Ark. 

Fairfield, Mo. Sturgeon. I'a. 

Poster, Tonn. Tapoan, Ohio. 

Ilannogan, Ind. Walker, Win. 
W()odbury, N. II.— 33. 

Tho Walker amendment aforesaid wf;3 car- 
ried, by Yeas 27, to Nays 25, as follows : 

YEAS — For Walker's Amendment : 



Mcears. Allen, 
Ashley, 
Atchison, 
Athorton, 
Bugby, 



Mouton, 
IJroose, 
Buchanan, 
Colquitt, 
Dickinson, 
Dix, 

Fairfield, 
Haunogan. 

Woodbuiy 



Haywood, 

llondcrson, 

Ilagcr, 

Johnson, 

Lewis, 

MoDuffio, 

Merrick, 

Niles, 

Sompio, 

Sevier, 

Sturgeon, 



an, 



—27, 



Walker, 



NAYS — Against Walker's Amendment i 



Messrs. Archer, 
Barrow, 
Bates. 
Bayard, 
Berrien, 
Choate, 
Clayton, 
Crittenden, 
Dayton, 
Evans, 
Foster, 
Francis, 



Huntington, 
Jamagm, 
Mangum, 
Miller, 
Morehead, 
Pearce, 
Phelps, 
Porter, 
Rives, 
Simmons, 
Upham, 
White, 



Woodbridge — 25, 

The resolution as thus amended was adopts 
ed (Feb, 27,) by Yeas and Nays as follows : 

YEAS — For the Proposition as amended : 

Messrs. Allen, Haywood, 

Ashley, Henderson, 

Atchison, Huger, 

Atherton, Jokngon, 

Bagby, Lewis, 

Benton, McDuffic, 

jBreese, Merrxk. 

Buchanan, Niles, 

Colquitt, Semjple, 

Dickinson, Sevier, 

Dix, Sturgeon, 

I'airfield, Tappan, 

Hanneean, Walker, 
Woodbury— 26. 

[Yeas — All Democrats but three in tValics, 
of whom Messrs. Henderson and Memcli; 
have since been Democrats.] 



THE STRUGGLE FOB SLAVEEY EESTJEIIOTION. 



NAYS-r^Against the proposed Annexation: 



Meesro. Archer, 
Barrow,. 
Batea, 
' i iJayard, 
Berrien, 
Choato, 

Crittenaea, 
Dayton,. 
Eviina, 
Foster, 
Francis, 



Huntington, 
; Jamagm, , 
Mangum, 
Miller, 
Morehead, 
Penrce, 
Pholps, 
Porter, 
Kives, 
Simmons, 
Uphnm, 
mite, 



■Woodbridgo~25— [all Whiga].,- 

The joint resolve being thns returned to 
the House as amended by the Senate, a vote 
was almost immediately taken on concurring, 
and the amendment of the Senate was assent- 
ed to — Yeas, 134 ; Nays, 77. [A strict par- 
ty vote, except that Mr. Dellet of Alabama, 
(Whig) voteii in the majority]. So the An- 
ues^tipn of Texas was decreed, and in the 
following terms : ' 

JOINT RESOLUTION FOR ANNEXING TEXAS TO 
THE UNITED STATES. 

" Resolved, hy the Senate and Hoiise of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled. That Congrees doth consent that the 
territory properly included within, end rightfully 
belonging to, the Republic of Texas, may be 
erected into a new State, to bo called the State 
of Texas, with a Republican form of government, 
to be adopted by the people of aaid Republic, by 
deputies m convention assembled, with the con- 
sent of the existing government, in order that the 
same may be admitted as one of the States of 
this Union. 

"Sec. 2. And be it further resolved. That the 
foregoing consent of Congress is given upon the 
followuig conditionSj and with the followibg guar- 
anties, to wit: 

" First. Said State to be formed, subject to the 
adjustment by this Government of all questions 
of boundary that may arise with other Govern- 
ments; and the constitution thereof, with the 
proper evidence of its adoption by the people of 
said Republic of Texas, shall be transmitted to 
the President of the United States, to be laid be- 
fore Congress for its final action, on or before the 
first day of January, one thonstwid eight hun- 
dred and forty-sis. 

'^Second. Said State, when admitted into the 
Unions after ceding to the United States all pub- 
lic, cdiiicss, fortifications, barracks, ports, and 
harbors, navy and navy -yards, docks, magaainea, 
arms, armaments, and all other property and 
means pertaining to the public defense, belong- 
ing to tiie said Republic of Te:sa3, shall retain oil 
the public funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every 
kind which may belong to, or bo due or owing said 
Republic ; andT shall also retain oil the vacant or 
unappropriated londs lying within its limits, to be 
applied to the payment or iie debts and liabilities 
of said Republic of Texas j and the residue of 
said lands, after discharging said debts and lia- 
bilities, to become a charge upon the United 
States. 

" Third. New States of convenient size, not 
exceeding four In number, in addition to tlie said 
State of Texas, and having sufficient population, 
may hereafter, by the p nsent of said State, be 
formed out of the territoify thereof^ which shall be 
oatitled to admission under the provision of the 
federal Constitution; and snch States as may be 
gomedout of thatpottioaof eaid territory lying 



South of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north 
latitude, commonly known as the Missouri Com- . 
promise line, .shall bo: admitted into the Union - 
with or without Slav5i*y, as the people of each 
State askitig admiaSlon :may desire. And in such 
State or States as shall be formed out of said ter- 
ritory north of said Miasouri Compromise line, 
Slaverj' or involuntary servitude (except for 
crime) shall be prohibited. 

[Walker's Amendment — added.] 

" And be it further resolved. That if the Presi- 
dent of the United States shall, in his judgment 
and discretion, deem it moat advisable, instead 
of proceeding to submit the foregoing resolu- 
tion to the republic of Texas, as on overture on 
the part of the United States, for admission, to 
negotiate with that Republic ; then. 

" Be it resolved. That a State to be formed out 
of the present Republic of Texas, with suitable 
extent and boundaries, and with two representa- 
tives in Congress, until the next apportionment 
of represonSation, shall be admitted into the: 
Union by virtue of this act, on an equal footing 
with the existing States, as soon as the terms and, 
conditions of such admission; and the cession, 
of the remaining Texan territory to the United 
States, shall be agreed upon by the Govemmonta 
of Texas and the United States, 

And beit further enacted, That the sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated to ' defray the expenses 
of missions and negotiations, to ogree upon the 
terms of said admission and cession, either by 
treaty to be submitted to the Senate, or by arti- 
cles to be submitted to the two Houses of Con- ' 
gress, as the President may direct. 

' ' Approved, March 2, 1845." 

SI. ^ . • 

THE WILMOT PROVISO. 

Texas having been annexed during the 
summer of 1845, in pursuance of the forego- 
ing joint resolution of the two Houses of 
Congress, a portion of the. United States. 
Army, under Gen. Taylor, was, early in the 
Spring of 1846, moved down to the east 
bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, claim- 
ed by Texas as her Western boundary, but 
not so regarded by Mexico. A hostile col- 
lision ensued, resulting in war between the- 
United States and Mexico. 

It was early thereafter deemed advisable 
that a considerable sum should be placed by 
Congress at the President's disposal, to ne- 
gotiate an advantageous Treaty of Peace 
and Limits with the Mexican government. 
A Message to this effect was submitted by 
President Polk to Congress, August 8th, 
1846, and a bill in^ accordance with its sug- 
gestions laid before the House, which jpro-. 
ceeded to consider the subject in Committee 
of the Whole, The bill appropriating^30,000 
for itbmediate use in negotiations with Mexi- 
co, and placing 1^2,000,000 more at the dis- , 
posal of the President, to be employed in 
making peace, Mr. David Wihnot, of Pa.,- 
after consultation with other Northern Demo- 
crats, offered the following- Proviso, in ad- 
ditioi^ to the first section of the bill : 

" Provided, thai as an express and fundament*, 
al Conditioa to the acquisItiOB of any territory 



from the Republic of Iileraco by tho United StatcFi, 
by virtue ot any treaty which may bo negotiated 
between them, and to tho use by the Executive 
of tho moneys herein appropriated, neither 
Slavery nor involuntary servituao shall ever ex- 
ist in any part of aaid territory, except for crime, 
■whereof the party Bhall first bo duly convicted." 

This proviso was carried . iii Committee, 
by the strong vote of eighty-three to sixty- 
four — only three Members (Democrats) from 
the Free States, it was said, opposing it. 
[No record is made of individual votes in 
Oommittee of the Whole.] The bill was 
then reported to the House, and Mr. Rath- 
bun of N. Y. moved the previous question 
on its engrossment. 

Mr.. Tibbatts of Ky. moved that it do 
lie on the table Defeated — Yeas 79; 
[Stephen A.. Doiijglas, John A. McCler- 
uand, John Pettit, and Robert C. Schenck, 
voting with the South to lay on the table] ; 
Nays 93 ; [Henry Grider and William P. 
Thomasson of Ky. (Whigs) vpting with the 
North against it]. ' 

The bill was then engrossed for its third 
reading by Yeas 85, Nays 80 ; and thus 
passed without further division. A motion 
to reconsider was laid on the table — ^Yeas 
71 ; Nays 83. So the bill was passed and 
Beat to the Senate, where Mr. Dixon H. 
Lewis of Ala. moved that the Proviso 
above cited be stricken out ; on which de- 
bate arose, and Mr. John Davis of Mass. 
was speaking when, at noon of August 10th, 
the time fixed for adjournment having ar- 
rived, both Houses adjourned without day. 

[NoTE.-^We do not givo tho Yeas and Nays 
on the divisions just above, the House having 
been quite thin when they were taken, ond some 
Northern Metnbers voting with tho South from 
hostiliiy to the whole project of buying either 
peace or territory. Generally, however, the vote 
ran much «s former divisions would load ono to 
expect. • Mr. Stephen A. Douglas, and some 
other friends of the original bill, voted against it 
at ftvery stage after tbo Proviso was added.] 

The XXXtb Congress assembled Dec. 6, 
1847. 

Feb. 28th, 1848, Mr. Putnam of N. York 
moved the following : 

. " Whereas, In the settlement of tho difficulties 
pending between this country and: Mexico, terri- 
tory may be acquired in which Slavery does not 
BOW exist: 

And whereas, Congress, in the oTganization 
of a tomtorial government, at an earlj^ period of 
onr political history, established a principle worthy 
of imitation in all future time, forbidding the ex- 
istence of Slavery in free territory ; Therefore, 

" Resohedy That in any tesTitory, that may be 
ncquii<ed from Mexico, over which shall be estab- 
lished territorial governments. Slavery, or involun- 
tfiry servitude, except na a punishment for crime, 
whereof the party shall have beoti duly convicted, 
BhaJl be forever prohibited ; and that in' ahy act 
or resolution establishing such governments, a 
fundamental provision ought to bo uiserted to that 
•egfeot." . 
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Mr. E. Brodhead of Peno. moved that tliia 
resolution lie on the table. Carried j Yeru^ 
105 ; Nays, 93. ^ 

[ Yeaa — all the members from Slave States, 
but John W. Houston (Wjbig), of Delavi^nre, 
with tho following from Pree . Statea (ail 
Democrats but Levin) : 

Maine.— Asa W. H. Clapp, Franklin Clark, Joa. 
S. Wiley, Hezekiah Williams — 4. 

New-York. — Ausbum Birdeall, David S. Jack- 
son, Frederick W. Lord, William B. Maclny — 4. 

PENNsyiiVANiA. — Uichard Brodhsad, Charles 
Brown, Lewis C, Levm, Job Mann— 4. . 

Ohio.— William Konnon, jr., John K, Miller, 
Thomas Eichey, William Sawyer— 4. . , , 

Indiana. — ^Charles W. Cathcnrl, Thomae J. 
Henley, John Petitt, John L. Robinfion, William 
W. Wick— 5. . 

Illinios. — Orlando B. S'icklin. John A. Mc- 
Clemand, William A. Eichardson, Bobert Smith, 
Thomas J. Tumor— 5. 

Nays — all the Whigs and a large majority 
of the Democrats from Free States, with 
John W. Houston aforesaid. 

This vote terminated all direct action in 
favor of tlie Wilmot proviso for that Ses- 
sion. 

July 18«4. — In Senate, Mr. Clayton of 
Del., from the Select Committee toi which, 
was referred, on the 12th inst., the bill pro- 
viding a territorial government for Oregon, 
reported a bill to establish Territorial gov- 
ernments for Oregon, New Mexico, and Cali- 
fornia, which was read. [It proposed to 
submit all questions as to the rightful exist- 
ence or extent of Slavery in the Territories ' 
to the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States.] 

July 24ih. — Second reading. Mr. Bald- 
win of Conn, moved to strike out so much 
of said bill as relates to California and New 
Me3(ico. ; Rejected; Yeas, 17 (Northern 
Free Soil men of both, parties) ; Nays, 37. 

The bill was discussed through several 
succeeding days. On the 26th, Mr. Clarke 
of R. I. moved to add to the 6th section : 

" Provided, however, That no law, regulation, or 
act of the provisional government of said Territory 
permitting Slavery or mvoluntary servitude there- 
in shall be valid, until the same shall bo ajiproved 
by Congress."' 

Rejected; Yeas, 19 [Col. Benton, and 
18 Northern Freesoilers of both parties] ; 
Nays, 33. 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson of Hd. moved to 
amend the bill by inserting — 

" Except only, that in all cases of title to Slaves, 
tho said writs of error or oppeals shall be allowed 
and decided by tho said Supreme Court without 
regard to the value of tho matter, property, or 
title in controversy; and except, also, that a writ 
of error or appeal shall also bo allowed to the Su- 
preme Court of tijo United States from tho decision 
of the said Supremo Court created by this act, or 
of any judge thereof, or of tho district Courts crea- 
ted by this act, or of any judge upon any writ of 
habeas corpus involving the question of personal 
freedom.'-'. 

Carried : Yeas, 31 (aU sorts) ; Nays, 19 



J nil WomlJu'ru, but llriKl>t» DmiIcIuhoii, nnd 
iaiiiir^un). 

Mr. Ifiiltlwiu of ihim. innvwl an iMlditumul 
mcction, iw followti : 

"Hict!. :\7. Anil ho itfiirthfr mnr.tcd, Tlitil It, 
nliiill Im Uui ^\n^y of tho'iilfornoyn for imiU Torrl- 
(orUiii, mn)(>(>tiv<'ly, on tlio (H)iii]ilniiil. of niiy iior- 
Bou lutlil ill iiivolinilni'y luirvjludo thorohi, to iiinko 
npiilinntioii in IiIm licfinlf in ilito forui of law, to 
tho court noxt llunTftflpr to bo lu»l<l(ni in iinid Ter- 
ritory, for n writ of liidxiim corpuii, to lio <lir«Mit<Ml 
to tho porHoii no lioldin^^ huoIi ii))i)lioiiiit in iKu-vioo 
nn nfonvinid, nnd to purniio all iioiiilful uionniircn in 
liii* liulinlf ; mill if tlio ddclfilon of imoli court nlinll 
bo ndvcnjo to tho (ijiplioiition, or if, on tho roluiii 
of (lift writ, roliof dluiil bu donicd to Iho niiplioiiiit, 
on tlin ci'oniid tlint lio iti n ulavo hold in Hcrviliido 
in flald Territory, aiM nltoriioy Himll onuiio nn iij)- 
nonl to 1)0 tnlcoii tlifi'ofi'oni, nnd tho record of rdl 
tlio i»roi!Oodiiu{H in tho cnHO to bo trnnMiniltod to 
the Supromo Court of tho Uiiitoil Htaivn m npoodily 
a« limy be, nnd It) f;ivo notice thereof to tho At- 
tornoy Gonernl of iho Unilod StiitoH, who flhall 
proacouto tlio iinino before waid Court, who hIuiU 
proceed to lioar nnd dctormiuo tho enino nt tho 
flr»t term thereof." 

Yoaa, 15 (till Northern, except Benton) ; 
Naya, 31. 

Mr. Davis of Moss, moved to strike out 
Bcctiou 12, and insert as follows : 

" Sec. I'J. And be it fiirtlicr enacted, That eo 
much of tlio Hixtli section of tho ordinance of the 
13th July, 1787, ns io eontnincd.in the following 
words ; via : ' Thoro shnll bo neitlicr Slnvory nor 
involuntary eorvitudo In tho said Territory, 
othorwiBO than in tho puniehnicnt of Crimea, 
whereof tho party shnll linvo been duly convict- 
ed,' shnll bo nnd remain in force in tlio Territory 
of Oregon." 

This was defeated ; Yoaa, 21 ; Nays, 33, as 
follows : 

YEAS — For the Slavery Prohibition: 

Messrs. Allen, Ohio. Dodge, Wise. 

Atherton, N. H, Felch, Mich. 

Baldwin, Conn. Fitzgerald, Mich. 

Benton, Mo. . Greene, it. I. 

Bradbuiy, Mo. Hale, N. H. 

Clarke, R. I. Hamlin, Me. 

Corwin, Ohio, Miller, N. J. 

Davis, Moss. NiJes, Conn. 

Dayton, N. J. Spruance, Del. 

Dix,N.Y. l^>ham,Vt 
Wallter, Wis.— 21. 

NAYS~-Agn.inst the Slavery Prohibition: 

Messrs, Atchison, Mo. Houston, Texaa. 

Badger, N. 0. Hunter, Va. 

Bell, Tenn. Johnson, Md. 

Berrien, 6a. Johnson, La. 

Borland, Ark. Johnson, Ga. 

Breese, III. Kin^j, Ala. 

Bright, Ind. Ijewis, Ala. 

Butler, S. C. Mangum, N. C. 

Culhoun, S C. Mason, Va. 

Clayton, Del. Metcalf, Ky. 

Davis, Miss. Rusk, Texas, 

Dickinson, N. Y. Sebastian, Ark. 

Douglas, 111. Sturgeon, Pa. 

Downs, La, Turnoy, Tenn. 

Foote, Miss. Underwood, Ky. 

Hannegan, Ind. Weatcott, Fla. 
Ynlee-33. 

The bill was then engrossed for a third 

reading ; Yeas, 33 ; Nays, 22 ; as fol- 
lows : 



YKAS- Fcrr Qayton^s CoiiipromiRe t 

Monnrn. Atehiiion, Hoiinton, 

AllKirloii, IliiiittM-, 

lleiitini, •loliiinoti, Md. 

litiri'ieii. .Tohiiiion, Ln. 

llorlaiKt, .lohtinon, On. 

llreeiMi, ICiiiff, 

ItriL'lit, Jjowim, 

Kiiller, Alanguin, 

(/'iiliioiui, Miition, 

(;iny(oii, I'lieliiM, 

Daviii, MlHfl. Ititiik, 

Dickinnoii, . ISebiiiitiiiii, 

Doiigliiii, Hpniance, 

DoWIIH, HlUl(((U)ll, 

Fodto, Ttniioy, 
Hnnnognn, Wcstcott, 
Yuloe~;5:t. 

KAYS—Against Clayton's bill: 



McBunt. Allen, 
IJadL'cr, 



Baldwin, 
Bell, 

Bradbury, 

Clnrko, 

Corwin, 

DnviH, Mnse. 

Dnyton, 

Dix. 

Dodge, 



Foloh, 

Kilzp,cruld, 

Greene, 

Halo, 

Hamlin, 

Motonlt; 

Miller, 

NilcB, 

Underwood, 
Upham, 
Walker— 22. 



So the bill was engrossed, and immedi- 
ately passed without a division. 



July 28//£.— This bill reached the House, 
and was taken up and read twice. 

Mr. Linn Boyd of Ky. moved it to a 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union. 

Mr. C. B. Smith of Ind. moved and ob- 
tained a call of the House, when all but 
eighteen Members responded. 

Mr. A. H. Stephens of Ga. moved that 
the bill do lie on the table. Yeas and Nays 
ordered, and the motion prevailed : Yeas, 
112; Nays, 97. 

Yeas all the Free State Whigs, with the 
following Whigs from Slave States : 

Virginia.— John S. Pendleton— 1. 

North Carolina.— Nathaniel Boydon, Rich- 
ard S. DonncU— 2. 

GeoRGiA.— Alex. H. Stephens— 1. 

Kentucky,— Green Adams, Aylett Buckner, 
John B. Thompson — 3. 

Tennessee.— John H. Crozier — 1, 

Total, eight Whigs from Slave States. 
Democrats from Free States : 

Maine. — Asa W. H. Clnpp, David Hammoiu, 
Enhraim K. Smart, Jamea S. Wiley — 4. 

New-Hampshire. — Charles H. Peaslee — 1. 

Vermont. — Lucius B. Peck — 1. 

Rhode Island.- Benjamin B. Thurston— 1. 

New YoRK.~William Collins, Timothy Jen- 
kins, Sidney Lawrence, Frederick W. Lord, 
William B. Maclay, Henry NicoU, George A. 
Starkweather — 7. 

Pennsylvania Win. Strong, James Thoinp- 

son, David Wilmot — 3. 

Ohio.— Jamea J. Faran, George Fries, Samuel 
Lahm Jonathan D. Morris — 4. 

Indiana. — ^Thomas J. Henley— 1. 

Illinois Robert Smith, John.Wentworth— 2, 
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MuiiiKUN. Kiniil«y H. JUii|{I»Hn, Uoboil, 
Mo.ClolliiiKl, fJiKirlon K. Hluurl-- :!, 

WifKioNHiN.— Million 0. l)miiii((, William I'ilt 
I^yii(l<i — 2. 

Iowa.— Wllliiim 'I'lumipfioii .1. 

T<»t(il l)(mi<,.!mt,H from Vrm tSUik'ii — JIO. 

'I'otul WliifiiH from Frwi BlttU'fl — 74. 

NayH, 21 OcmocratH from Frco Htateii, 
■with iTti jmocnila ami Wlilgii from Blavo 
Siatofi. 

Mr. I'oUock of Pa. movod ihnt thia voto 
be rccoim'ulored, and that the motiou to 
coiiHitUir do lio on tlic inblo ; which prcvaiUni 
— -Yoas, 11.3 ; Naya, 9G. (Voto aamo m be- 
fore, oxcept that Mr. Franklin (Jlark of 
Maine dnxnged from tho minority to tlio 
majority.) 

9o Mr. Clayton's project of Oompromiao 
was dclcated. 

GEN. CASS'S NICHOLSON LETTEtt. 

Iinmciliately after the adjournment of 
CongrcHH, in 1847, Gen. Oasa was currcntly 
reported to have expressed hia favorable 
opinion of tho Wilmot Proviso, and his re- 
gret that Mr. Davis's untimely remarks in 
the Senate had deprived him (Cass) of an 
opportunity of recording his vote in its favor. 
1 ilia remark he was said to have made in a 
railroad car, on his homeward journey from 
Washington. If such a position were taken 
by him, however, it was not long maintained ; 
as the foUowing'lettor from his pen appeared 
durinw the winter of 1847-8, and proved a 
preludo to the nomination of the writer for 
President, by the Democratic National Con- 
vention which assembled at Baltimore in the 
spring of 1848. It may be regarded as the 
first logical and well-considered enunciation 
of the doctrine of " Squatter Sovereignty." 

Gen. Cass to A. O. P. NicJwlson. 

Washington, Dec. 24. 1847. 

Dear Sir, — I have received your letter, and 
shall answer it as frankly as it is written. 

You ask me whether I am in favor of the ac- 
quisition of Mexican territory, and what are my 
Bontiments with regard to the Wilmot Proviso. 

I have so often and bo explicitly stated my 
views of tho first question, in the Senate, that it 
seems almost unnecessary to repeat them here. 
As you request it, however, I shall briefly give 
them. 

I thiak, then, that no peace should be granted 
to Mexico, till a reasonabJ'i indemnity is obtained 
for tho injuries which she has done us. Tho ter- 
ritorial extent of this indemnity is, in the first 
instance, a subject of Exec ;tive consideration. 
There the Constitution has placed it, and there I 
am willing to leave it : not only because I have 
full confidence in its judicious exercise, but be- 
cause, in the ever- varying circumstance i of a war, 
it would be indiscreet, by a public declai-ation, 
to commit tho country to any line of indemnity, 
which might otherwise be enlarged, as the (/bsti- 
note injustice of the enemy prolongs the contest, 
wit its loss of blood and treasure. 

It appears to me, that the kind of metaphysical 
magnanimity which would reject all indemnity 
at the close of a bloody and expensive war, 
brought on by a direct attack upon our troops by 
the enomy, and preceded by a succession of unjust 



aoln for a norioH of yearn, Ih nn uuworlhy of Iho 
n^o ill which wo livo, nn il in riiv()ltiii|( to tho 
ciiuiiii()u iuiiiHo and itraotico of mankind. It would 
couducn but litllo to our futuro (Hicurily, or, In- 
dodd, to our prohoiit, roputnliou, to dccliiro that 
wo roiiudluto nil oxpoctntion of oonipoimatioa from 
tho M()xioa» (Jovorumont, and nro lighting, not 
for any jH aotiiiul ronujt, but for iioiuo viiguo, pur- 
hupn }iliiliuilliro|ilo ohjoot, wliioli onoa|»oii my 
poiiolration, ana munt ho detlufd by Ihono vf\w 
nwuuM) thin now prinuipio of national iUlorcoin- 
munii ntion. All war« aro to ho do|irocalO(l, an 
well by tho fltnt<inuian nn by tho philanthropitit. 
Thoy aro groal. ovili< ; b\it tlioi'o aro groiitor oviln 
than thoHo, nnd nubminnion to ii\{iiiiti('.o in among 
thorn, riu) nation which nhould roluHo to dofbnd 
ila righlH and itn honor, when antinilcd, would 
noon havo noithor to defend i and, when driven to 
war, it ill not by profoimionii of diHintoronlodnofln 
and d(M)li nations of magnanimity that it« ratioiuil 
objects can bo bent obtained, <»r other nationn 
taUjl^ht a Icnnon of forboarunco — tho strongest no- 
ourity for ponnanout peace. Wo aro at war wifJi 
Mexico, nnd itfl vigorous proseoution is tho surest 
moauH of its speedy termination, and ample in- 
douuiity tho Hurcst guaranty against the roour- 
renco of such imustico as provolted it. 

Tho Wilinot Proviso has been before tho coun- 
try some time. It, has boon repeatedly discusHcd 
in Congress, nnd by tho public ProHS. I am 
strongly impressed with tho opinion, that a groat 
change has been going on in tho public mind upon 
this subject, in my own as well as others ; and 
that doubts uro resolving themselves into convic- 
tions, that the principle it involves should bo kept 
out of tho National Legislature, nnd loft to tho 
people of tho confederacy in their respective local 
govornmonto. 

The whole subject is a comprehensive one, ai.d 
fruitful of important conseqronces. It would bo 
ill-timed to discuss it here. I shall not assume 
that responsible tnsk, but shall confine myself to 
such general views us are necessary to tho fair 
exhibuion of my opinions. 

We may well regret the existence of Slavery in 
tho Soutliiern States, and wish they had been 
saved from its introduction. But there it is, not 
by the net of the present generation ; and we must 
deal with it as a great practical question, involv- 
ing the most momentous consequences. We have 
neither the right nor the power to touch it where 
it exists ; and if wo had both, their exercise, by 
any means heretofore suggested, might lead to 
results which no wise man would willingly en- 
counter^ and which no good man could contem- 
plate without anxiety. 

The theory of our Government presupposes 
that its various membeis have reserved to them- 
selves the regulation of all subjects relating to 
what may be termed their internal police. Ihoy 
are sovereign within their boundaries, except in 
those cases where they have surrendered to the 
General Gtoveniment a portion of their righta, in 
order to give effect to the objects of tho Union, 
whether these concern foreign nations or the seve- 
ral States themselves. Local institutions, if I 
may bo speak, whether they have reference to 
Slavery or to any other relations, domestic or 
public, are left to local authority, either original 
or derivative. Congress has no right to say that 
there shall be Slavery in New- York, or that there 
shall be no Slavery in Georgia ; nor is there any 
other human power, but the people of those States, 
respectively, which can change the relations ex- 
isting therein ; and they can eay, if they will. We 
will have Slavery in the former, and we will 
abalish it in the latter. 

In various respects, the Territories differ from 
the States. Some of their rights are inchoate, and 
thoy do not possess the peculiar attributes of 
sovereignty. Their relation to the General Gov- 
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oniniont In vory ImiKirftwHy doflnntl by ihn <;«»n- 
flUluliftn iliiiul il will l>u ruiiiiil, uiMniox'iiiiiiiiciliiMi, 
fhnt ill tlirit innli-iuiKint llin only arnut of nowor 
ooniuiriilnj{ tluini in <ioi)voyod lit tlio pliriino, 
" (7onf{r(Mm (iliiill luivo liio |iow<irlo (linpoiui of nnd 
inako »U iioodfiil riilon nnd roKiilutioiiii, r<in|icctiii); 
Uio territory and otiier proporty bolon^rinif to tlio 
Unilod HIdtw." (^Jortnlnly iditi plirnfi()olo|(y in 
vory looHo, if It wnro doii{{(i;n(iil to inoludo in tho 
grant tho wholo po»v<'r of Uiginlntiou over {(iiinonH, 
HH woU n» IhiiiKN- 'I'lio oxproBHion, tho lurrltcny 
and otiior proiiorty," fnirly cniiHlrnod, roliiton to 
tho piiblio lnndH, nn iiuoh j to nrHcniiIfl, doclcyurdii, 
fortn, BhipH, nnd iiU tho viirioufl kindn of properly 
v/hieli tho tJnitod Htikt«)n ir.ny mid iniiHt lUKSnoAH. 

IMit Buroly Iho simplo authority fo dinptm: of 
and reffulfifc Ihewi doo» not, extend to Iho uii- 
limile<l power of loKiHinlion ; to tho puhmhro of all 
lawn, ill tho inost ^'oiionil nencptntion of Iho word ; 
whioli, by-t,lio-hyj i« otirofnlly excluded from the 
Bontenco. And, indeed, if thin wero ho, it would 
render unneeosBftry nnothor prdviflioii of the Con- 
Btitution, whioh gnints to Conffresa tho power to 
loglnlato, with tho cnneent of tue UtiitoH, respec- 
tively, over nil plnccs pnrchnftcd for tho " oroc- 
tion of fort«, magazines, iirfionnlfl, dookyardn," ote. 
ThoBo being tho property" of the United StfttcB, 
If tho power to iniiike " needful rules nnd rogula- 
tions ooncorninf»" tliom inoludea tho general 
power of legiHlation, then tho grniit of nulhority 
to rogulnto '* tho territory nnd other property of 
tho United Stntes" is uiiliniitod, wherever subjects 
ore found for its operation, and its oxoroiso needed 
no Auxiliary provision. If, on tho other hand, it 
dooB not include such power of legiHlation over the 
"oUier property" of tho United States, then it 
doeo not include it over their " territory ;" for tho 
some terms which grant tho one, grant the other. 
" Territory'' is hero olosBed with property, and 
treated as such ; and tho object was evidently to 
enable tho General Oovoriiment, as a property- 
holder — which, from necessity, it must be — to 
manage, pre«)rvo ond " dispose of" such property 
as it might posseas, and which authority is essen- 
tial almost to its being. But tho lives and persons 
of our citizens, with the vast variety of objects 
connected with them, cannot be controlled by an 
authority which is merely called into existence 
for the purpose of making rules and regulations 
for the disposition and management of property. 

Snch, it appears to me, would be tho construc- 
tion put upon this provision of tho Constitution, 
were this question now first presented for consid- 
eration, and not controlled by impcriona circum- 
stances, The original ordinance of the Congress 
of the Confederation, passed in 1787, nnd which 
was the only act upon this subject in force at the 
adoption of the Constitnlion, provided a complete 
frame of government for the country north of 
the Ohio, while in a territorial condition, and for 
its eventual admission in separate States into the 
Union. And the peiBuasion thai this ordinance 
contained within itself all the necessatr means 
of execution, probably prevented any direct re- 
ference to the sutnuct in the Constitution, further 
than vesting in Congress the right to admit the 
States formed under it into the Union. However, 
circumstances arose, which required legislation, 
as well over the territory north of the Ohio as 
over other territorv, both within and without tho 
original Union, cetJed to the general Government, 
and, at various times, a more enlarged power has 
been exercised over tho Territ-oriet, — meaning 
thereby the diflerent Territorial Governments — 
thon J3 conveyed by the limited grant referred to. 
How Tar an existing necessity moy have operated 
in producing this legislation, and thus extending, 
by rather a violent implication, powers not direct- 
ly given, I know not. But certain it is that the 
principle of interference should not be carried be- 
yond tho necessary implication, which produces 



il. It iilionid bn limited to Iho oiciillon of proper 
(.'ovdrniiuMitii f<ir ncviV (ii>iintri«<ii, iKKjjuiiod or mit- 
tlnd, nnil to Itio niUMMihary nrovimdii for liioir 
<)V(inluiil ndininMion inlo tho Union ; IdiiviiiK, 
tlio nieiin linio, to tlio proplo iiiluiliiliiiK tliriii, lo 
viu;ul(ilo llioir iiiloriiid comidniH in llioirowu wiiy. 
'I'lioy aro Jnnl nii ciipMblo of doing no iifi thd poo- 
plo of Iho Ntnloni nnd limy ciin do no, at my 
rnto nil imiom mh llioir politlciil ind(i]i(Mid(iiico iii 
ro(i()),(ui7.oil by lulmiHuioii into Iho Union. During 
thin t(in)|Mirary condition, it in Imrdly (^.Kpcdiont 
to call into <ix(n'('i>i() n doublfnl mid invldionii 
nulliorily, whioli ((uctitions tho iiitoIligiMico of a 
reinicoldblo portion of oiir ciliKonn, nnd whono 
liniitntioii, wimtovor it may bo, will ho riipidlv 
npproncliing \U\ toniiinution — iiii iiiithority Vvhieli 
would give to CongrcnH deupotio powor, unoon- 
Irolled Ity Iho (/onfltiliilioii, over mont iinpnrtant 
flodtioiiii of our cdiniiioii country. For, if Iho re- 
lation of nnuilcr nnd nervant iiiuy bo rofpilatod or 
anniliilalod by ilii loi^iHlntion, no iniiy llio rognln- 
(ion -f hnrtband and wifo, of parent and child, 
and of any other condition whtcli our imititulions 
and tho hnbiUi of our fiooiely rciiognizo. What 
would be thoiiglit if CongrcHB elionld nndortako 
to prt'Bcrilio tlio tcrnni of marriage in Now-York, 
or to regulate the authority of parents over llioir 
children in I'onnBylvania / And yet it would bo 
«B vain to seek one justifying tho iiiterfcrcnco of 
tho national logislaturo in tho comuh rcfened to in 
tho original States of the Union. I spunk hero 
of tho inherent power of Congrcsa, nnd do not 
touch tho question of such contracts as may bo 
formed with now States when admitted inlo tho 
confederacy. 

Of nil tho questions that con agitato us, those 
which nio merely sectional in their character are 
tho most dangerous, and the most to bo depre- 
cated. The warning voice of him who from his 
character and services and virtue had the best 
right to warn us, proclaimed to his countrymen, 
in his Farewell Address — that monument of wis- 
dom for him, as I hope it will bo of safety for 
them — how much wo had to apprehend trom 
measures peculiarly affecting geogrnphicnl sec- 
tions of our countiy. Tho grave cirinimstancea 
in which we are now placed make these words 
words of safety ; for I am satisfied, from all I 
have seen and heard here, that a successful at- 
tempt to engraft the principles of the Wilinot 
Proviso upon the legislation of this Government, 
and to apply them to new territory, sliould new 
territory oe acquired, would seriously affect our 
tranquillity. I do not suflFer myself to foresee or 
to foretell the consequences that would ensue; 
for I trust and believo there is good sense and 
good feeling enough in the country to avoid them, 
by avoiding all occasions which might lead to 
them. 

Briefly, then, I am opposed to tho exercise of 
any jurisdiction by Conjjress over this matter ; 
and I am in favor of leaving to the people of any 
tcn'itory, which may be hereafter acquired, tho 
right to regulate it for themselves, under tho 
general principles of the Constitution. Be- 
cause — 

1. I do not see in the Constitution any grant of 
the requisite power to Congress; and I nm.not 
disposed, to extend n doubttnl precedent beyond 
its necessity — the establishment of territorial 
governments when needed — leaving to tlio inhabit- 
ants all the rights compatible with the relationa 
they bear to the confederation. 

^. Because I believe this measure, if adopted, 
would weaken, if not impair, the union of the 
States ; nnd would sow the seeds of future discord, 
which would grow up and ripen into on abundant 
harvest of calamity. 

3. Because I believe a general conviction thot 
such a proposition would succeed, would lead to 
an immediate withholding of the supplies, and 
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(hu« lo a »llnli<)nr)nil>l(S fdiinliWillon (»r tho war. I 
think IK) <liii|iiiiirti(iuiil<' ottiioi'viM- at, Uio nnul of 
Olovoi niilont (Hiii <\mM. thin uvuill. 

^- If, liou'ovor, ill thill I. Mill iiiiili^r a inliiiipimi- 
lioiiiiiiMi, r ntn uiiildi' iioii(> ill IImi iii'iKitioal o|i()ni- 
tioii of (liiii roiilriolioii, if ai|o|)t<<il by (7on((r<wn, 
u^ioii 11 tnmly of (xmco, iiiiildii),; niiy iKiqiiiflilioii 
ol Moxioaii ((inilory. Huoli ;\ tniiity would Ito 
vojooiod (iM ('ovlniiily iin jironoiilcd to llio Hoimlo. 
Morn tliiui oiio tliiid of that body would volo 
iipiumt 11, viowiiiff (uuili ft piiiioiiilo uh m oxobi- 
iiioii of tlio oiti/.oiKi of tlio fllavolioldiiif^ KtiitoH 
from II |iMrticijm(:ion in tlio bonotllti iicquirod bv 
tli<» trciHMU'o and ox<>rlionn of all, inid whioli 
Fihould bo (toiiirnoii U> all. I lun roiioutiiij; — 
luiithor advaiioiiiif nor dofondin(f fhcHO viown. 
'.riiat branch of tho Hulijort. doen not lio ia my 
way, and I hIiiiII not turn ntiido to ni!oIc it. 

Ill DuH aiipoot of tho innttor, tho iioojilo of tho 
Uiiitod SlatoH muHt choono bolwcon thin roHlrio- 
tioii mid tlio o.xtoimion of thuir torrilorial liinitH. 
Tliov cminot liavo both; and whii-h thoy will Hur- 
rondor inuflt dopoiid upon tiioir roproHOiitntivoH 
fliflt, and thon, if thoBO fail thorn, upoa thoin- 
Bolvcfl. 

5. JJut after all, it scoins to bo goiiorally oon- 
ccdod tluit this roHtrictiou, if carried into ofToet, 
could not oimnito upon any State to bo formed 
from nov.rly-acquircd torritory. Tlio well-known 
ftttributea of eovci-oignty, recognized 'jy un as 
bolon|j;inp to tho State GovcrnniontiJ, woald 8wocp 
before them any Huch barrier, and w iuld leave 
the people to oxproyn and exert their w"ll at ploa- 
fiuro. Ih the object, then, of temporary oxcluBion 
for 80 abort a period as tho duration of tlio Terri- 
torial Governments, worth tho price at which it 
it would be purchaHcd ?~ wortn tho discord it 
would engender, the trial to which it would expose 
our Union, and tho ovils that would bo the certain 
consequence, let tho trial result as it might? As 
to Uio course, which has been intimated, rather 
than proposed, of engrafting such a restriction 
upon ttuy treaty of acquisition, I persuade myself 
it would find but littlo favor in any portion of this 
country. Such an arrangement would render 
Mexico a party, having a right to interfere in our 
internal institutions in questions left by the Con- 
stitution to tho Statfl Governments, and would in- 
flict a serious blow upon our fundamental princi- 
ples. Few, indeed, 1 trust, there are among us 
who would thus grant to a foreign power tho right 
to inquire into the constitution and conduct of the 
sovereign States of this Union ; and if there are 
any, I am not among them, nor never shall be. To 
the people of this country, under God, now and 
hereafter, are its destinies committed; and we 
want no foreign power to interrogate us, treaty in 
hand, and to say, Why have you done this, or 
whv have you left that undone ? Our own dignity 
and tho prmciples of national independence unite 
to repel such a proposition. 

But there is another important consideration, 
which ought not to be lost sicht of, in the in- 
veHtigation of this subject. The question that 
presents itself is not si question of the increase, 
out of the diffusion of Slavery. Whether its 
sphere be stationary or progressive, its amount 
will be tho same. The rejection of this restriction 
will not add one to the class of servitude, nor will 
its adoption give freedom to a single being who 
is now placed therein. The same numbers will be 
ffpread over greater territory j and, so far as com- 
pression, vrith less abundance of the necessaries 
of life, is an evil, so far will that evil be mitigated 
by transporting slaves to a now country, and giv- 
ing them a larger space to occupy. 

I say this in the event of the extension of Slavery 
over any new acquisition. But can it go there ? 
This may well be doubted. All the descriptions 
which reach us of tho condition of the CalifomiaS 
and of New-Mexico, to the acquisition of which 
4 



onr^lTorln uoonj at prr'nnhl: dlroolod, unito In rcjfr 
r(!iiontIn)( thomi Oountrion m ngilonllural roi^ionN. 
nbiiilar in tlioir |irodui)tn t<» our Middle Htiilon, ana 
goiMirally iiniU for tho prodiuilion of the grout 
nldlilnn which can alone rondor Hlnvo labor valu- 
able. If wo lire not Krofisly il 'nolvod and It In 

diflloiilt to coiuiolvo iiow wii can bo -Iho inhablt- 
antn of tliono rcgloim, whether Ihoy dopoiid upon 
their plowii or their lierdii. Cannot bo iilavoholdorH. 
Involiintnry labor, requiring Iho iiivcintnicnl of 
largo capital, can only bo prolltublo when oin- 
ployod in tho production of a low favcudd arti(ilo« 
oontlnod by natnro to iipeoinl dinti iotM, nnd paylnjif 
lai(;()r rotiiriiM than Iho imiml fiirrinulliinil proilnolH 
Hproiid over more conHidorablo porliomi of tho 
earth. 

In Iho able letter of Mr. Buchanan iijion thin 
fliibjoet, not long sinoo given to tho public, lit) 
proHonlH Hiuiilar coimidoralloiis with groat i'orco. 
"Neither," nays the diHtinguishod writer, "tho 
Hoil, the climato, nor tho proilufstions of Californin 
south of 'MV^ 311', nor inueo<l of any portion of it. 
North or South, is adapted to Slave labor; nnd 
boHido every facility would bo there afforded for 
tho iiliivo to OBcapc from his mauler. Siicli pro- 
perty would bo entirely inseouro in any pni« of 
California. It io morally impopHiblo, tlioreforo, 
that n minority of tho OHUErftiitH to tliat portion 
of tho territory south oi 3(>° 31)', which ^vill bo 
chiolly coinpoHod of our citizens, will over ro- 
cstablish Slavery within its limitH. 

" In regard to New-Mexico, oast of tho Rio 
Qrondo, the question has already boon settled by 
tho admiBsion of Texas into tho Union. 

" Should we acquire territory beyond tho Uio 
Grando and onst of the Kockv Mountains, it is 
still more impossible that a majority of the people 
would consent to re establinh Slavery. Ttiey aro 
themselves n colored population, nnd among them 
the negro does not belong socially to n degraded 
race." 

With this lost remark, Mr. Walker fully coin- 
cides in his letter written in )8-14, upon tho annex- 
ation of Texas, nnd which everywhere produced 
so favorable an impression upon tho public mind, 
08 to have conduced very materially to tho ac- 
complishment of thaf great mouBure. " Beyond 
the Del Norte," savs Mr. Walker, " Slavery will 
not pass ; not only because it is forbidden by law, 
but oecause tho colored race there preponderates 
in the ratio of ten lo one over tho whites ; and 
holding, as they do, the government and most of 
the offices in their possession, they will not permit 
the enslavement of any portion of the colored 
race, which makes nnd executes the laws of th« 
country." 

The question, it will be therefore seen on ex- 
amination, does not regard the exclusion of Slav- 
ery from a region where it now exists, but a pro- 
hibition against its introduction where it does not 
exist, and where, from the feelings of the inhabit- 
ants and the laws of nature, " it is morally im- 
possible." as Mr. Buchanan says, that it can 
ever re-establish itself. 

It augurs well for tho permanence of our con- 
federation, that during more than half a century, 
which has elapsed since the establishment of this 
Government, many serious questions, and some 
of the highest importance, have agitated the pub- 
lic mind, and more than once threatened tho 
gravest consequences ; but that thoy have all in 
succession passed away, leaving our institutions 
unscathed, and our country advancing in num- 
bers, power, and wealth, and in all tho other ele- 
ments of national prosperity, with a rapidity un- 
known in ancienjb or in modern days. In times 
of political excitement, when difficult and delicat6> 
questions present ihemselves for solution, there is 
one ark of safety for us ; and that is, an honest 
appeal to the fundamental principles of our CJnlMi^ 
ana a stem detemunation to abide their dictatea* 
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HIM !rruiJ<jai4W FOH blaveuy besthiotion. 



Tliln flouroo of piinicodiiifj hiw onrrl«<l un iit mMy 
t\\immU inniiy n Iroulilo, iind I trimi will oan-y m 
unMy Ihroiifjiii many more, nlioiild iiiiiiiy luuro l)u 
(l()titli|t)(l l<t imiinil 110. Till) Wiluiot lV4>viiu» Houkn 
in tnko i'mm tin l«)){l(Inint<) ti'lluumi n quuHtiou of 
(loiiumtio |i(>lioy, liiiviiiK no rolatioii to ilui IJitloii, 
itH niioli, luxl U> tiniinfur it (o niiollior, onmtdil by 
t\n) [Hiiiplo for n n|HHiinl |tiiriiono, null foroiRU l.o 
tlin Hultj<H)l innttor involvoa in lliifi iiuiiin. l)y 
oliiK Imok to our truo prhuiiplon, w« k<» bnok to 
J»o roiul of potico nnd imfoty. Lonvo to tho luio- 

51I0, who will bo nitootod by thin quoflliou, to ud- 
|uHt it U])oi^ thoir own ri'tipouiiibility, und in tluiir 
nwii iiuiiiiivr, niid wo Hliall roiidor niiotiii«r trlliiito 
to tho ori;i;uiHl iiriniilploa of our Govonunont, niid 
funi'iMli anoth»>r |f iinnuity foi' ita ponnnnonoo and 
pronpority. I nin, doar «ir, rospootfully, your 
obfdient ncrvnnt, liKWIB CA88. 

A. 0. r. NloiloiaoM, JCii<i., NnnhTlllo, Tonn. 



The next Hcsaion of tho Banw Congress 
ononcd under very dUTercnt auHpicca. Tho 
Mexican War Imd been terminated, bo tlmt 
nouo could longer bo deterred from voting 
for Slavery Exclusion by a fear that the 
prosecution of hoatilities would thereby bo 
embarrassed. tlcneral Taylor hud been 
elected President, receiving tho votes of Dc- 
lawara, Maryland, North (jarolina, Georgia^ 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Florida 
— a moiety of the Slave Statfts — over Gen. 
Cass, now tho avowed opponent of Slavery 
Bestriction. Many of the Northern Demo- 
crats considered themselves absolved by this 
vote from all extra-constitutional obligations 
to the South, and voted accordingly. 

Pec. 13.— Mr. J. M. Root of Ohio, offered 
Lhe following : 

" Resolced, That tho Committee on Territories 
be instructed \a report to this House, with aa little 
delay as practicable, a bill or bills providinp^ a 
territorial government for each of the 1 orritories 
of New Mexico and California, and excluding 
Slavery therefrom." 

A call of the House was had, and the pre- 
vious question ordered. 

Mr. W. P. Hall of Mo. moved that the 
same do lie on the table. Lost : Teas, 80 ; 
Nays, 106. 

The resolve then passed : Teas, 108 ; 
Nays, 80, viz. : 

Yeas — ^All the Whics from Free States, and all 
the Democrats, but those noted as Nays below, 
including the foUowine, Who had voted against 
the same principle at the former session : 

Maine.— Asa W. H. Clapp, Jamea S.Wlloy— 2. 

Kew York. — Frederick W. Lord — 1. 

Ohio. — ^Thomas Richey — 1. 

Indiana.— Charles W Cnthcart, Thomas J. 
Henley, John L. Robinson, William W. Wick— 4. 

Illinois.— Robert Smith— 1. 

Hcsara. Clark and H. Williams of Maine, Bird- 
salt and Maclay of Now- York, Brodhead and 
Mann of Pa., Pettit of Ind., Ficklin and McClel- 
land of III., who voted with the South at the for- 
mer session — now failed to vote. 

Mr. Jackson of N.Y., who then voted with the 
South, had been succeeded by Mr. H. Greeley, 
who voted with the North. 

Naya—XW the Members votinj; from the Slave 
States, with the followii^ from the Free States : 

Newt-York.— Henry C. Murphy— 1. 



PKNNnvi.vANiA— OharlcH Urown, Clinrlofi J. In- 
Ifori'oll — '5. 

On HI — WllUnm Koiuiou,,)uu,, Julia IC . Millor, 
Willifun Hawyor - ;i. 
Ir.r.iNoi/i. -Willimn A. IllohimlHon— 1. 
I»»WA.— Sluiplioid LtilTIm-— 1. 

T(>tal NuyH from Free StatcH— H. 

Mr. ItobiiiHon of Ind. luovwl a rocouHidora- 
tiou of tluH vote, which motion f l)(!c. 18), 
on motion of Mr. Wontworth of 111., wuh 
laid on tho fable : Yens, lOf) ; Nays, B.'l. 

[McoarH. (JIapp, Clark, and Wiley of Mo., 
voted to lay on Iho table, aH did Mesnrfl. 
liord of N. Y., Job Mann of I'a., Kichey 
of Ohio, Henley nnd Wick of Indiuna, 11. 
Smith of 111. MoHHrs. C. Brown and Levin 
of Pa. did not now vote. The rest, very 
much as before, except that a few more 
vote'd.] 

Dec. 20</t.~-Mr. 0. B. Smith accordingly 
reported a bill, establishing tho Territorial 
Government of Upper California, which vaw 
read twice and conmiitted. 

Jan. 'ird. — Ho reported a similar bill for 
tho organization of New Mexico, which took 
tho same 'lirer tion. 

Jan. 15(/<. — Mr. Julius Rockwell of Mass. 
moved that these bills bo made tho special 
order for tho 23d instant. Negatived : Yeas, 
114 (not two-thirds) ; Nays, 71 (nearly a 
sectional vok^). 

m 26-7</t.— -The bill was taken out of 
committee, and engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Meade of Va. moved that it do lie on 
the table. Negatived : Teas, 86 ; Nays, 
127. 

It was then passed by the following similar 
vote : 

Yeas — All the Whigs from the Free 
States, with Aylett Buckner (Whig) of Ky., 
and all the Democrats also, except 

PENSTLVANiA.~Samnel A. Bridges— 1. 
Ohio.— Williom Kenuon, jnn., John K. Miller, 
William Sawyer— 3. 
Total— 4. 

Nays — All the Members from Slave 
States, except Mr. Buckner aforesaid, with 
the addition of those from Free States just 
mentioned. 

This bill was read twice in the Senate, 
(Feb. 28th), and referred to the Committee 
on Territories. 

Marck 3d. — Said Committee was discharg- 
ed from its further consideration, and Mr. 
Douglas moved that it be taken up in Senate, 
which was negatived. Teas, 25 ; Nays, 28 
'^all but a sectional vote). That was the 
end of the bill ; the Senate having already 
determined to affix its essential provisions to 
the Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill, 
and thus avoid and defeat the Slavery Excln- 
oion contained in the House bill, and force 
the House to agree to or^nize the Terri- 
tories, without such provision, or leave the 
Government without appropriations. How 
this succeeded, we shall see. 
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Tho Oivil and DiplomiiUc Appropriation 
bill having piumcd t!liM IIoumo m Uio uhuuI 
form, cauio up to liuii Honat<5, v/lum itwaadiv 
hii.U)(l mivorivl davH. 

Feb. 'ZisL—Mr. Walker of WIhc. moved 
an aiiwndmont, uxU)ndin){' all thu laWH of tho 
United HtalxiH, (lo far iu\ ap))licahlo, to tho 
TcrritorioH aoipiired from M(!xico. 

!Mr. Boll of 'l'(!nn. luovcd to add furtlior 
(DOctioiiB organizing tho State of California, 
to bo adniiltxid into tho Union on tho lat of 
Octobtjr next. Thia wna rqjcctAHl : YeaH 4 
(IJoll, JDodgo of Iowa, Douglaa, DaviH) ; 
Nays Hd. 

Feb. Mr. Dayton of N. J. moved 

that tho President bo veatcd with power to 
provido a Huitablu temporary government for 
tho I'erritoricB. Rejected ; Yeas 8 ; Nays 
47. 

Tho question recurred on Mr. Wallier'R 
amendment, modified so aa to read aa fol- 
lows : 

" 8oo. 5. And he, it further enacted. That tho 
ConBtitution of llio United Stntoa, iii bo f«r <l>o 

Sroviaioneof thoaamobo applicublo to tho nwi- 
itiou of n Torritory of tho United States, and all 
and ainpular thoaovoral acta of Congress rti^poct- 
ing tho registering, recording, onrolhng, or licens- 
ing ships, or vessels, and tho entry ana clcaranco 
thereof, and tho foreign and conBting trade and 
fishorioB, and all tho acts rcsfjccting the imposing 
and collecting tho duties on impons, and all tho 
acta rcspooling trade and intercourse with tho 
Indian triboa, and all tho acts respecting tho pub- 
lic lands, or the survey or sale thereof, and all and 
singular tho other acts of Congress of a public and 
general character, and tho provisions wnereof are 
suitable and proper to bo applied to the territory 
West of the Itio del Norto, acquired from Mojueo 
by tho treaty of the second day of February, 
1848, be, and the same are hereby, extended 
over, and given full force and eflSciency in 
all said territory; and the President of tho 
United States is hereby authorized to prescribe 
and establish all proper and needful rules and re- 
gulations (in contormity with the Constitution of 
me United States) for the enforcement of the pro- 
visions of the Constitution hereinbefore referred 
to, of said laws in said territorjr, and for the pre- 
Bervation of order and tranquillity, and the es- 
tablishment of justice therein, and from time 
to time to modify or change the said rules and 
regulations in such manner as may seem to him 
discreet and promsr ; and to establish, temporarily, 
such divisions, districts, ports, oflBLces, and all ar- 
rangements proper for the execution of said laws, 
and appoint ana commission such oflScers aa may 
be necessary to administer such laws in said ter- 
ritory, for such term or terms as he may prescribe, 
whose authority shall continue until otherwise 
provided by Congress; said officers to receive 
such compensation as the President may prescribe, 
not exceeding double the compensation heretofore 
p^d to similar officers of the United States or its 
territories, for like services; and to enable the 
eame to be done, the sum of two hundred thousand 
dollars bo appropriated, out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated." 

YEAS— For Mr. Walker's proposition : 

Messrs. Atchison, Houston, 

Bell, Hunter, 

Berrien, Johnson of La. 

Borlana, J ohnson of Ga. 

Butler, King, 



PavJHofMlofl. 
Diokinmni, 
I)(>d|,;«, ll(»wa, 

Downn, 

Fit«t{ovftld, 

Filzliafriok, 

■Jl'liofo, MlHH. 

HnnnoKUu, 

Ifnloo- 



Mnngnm, 

MiiRon, 

Itunk, 

Mobiuitinii, 

HlurgDini, 

Turnor, 

llixlorwood, 

Walkor, 

WoHtOOtt, 



NA YS—Agaimt Mr. Walker's proposition. : 

Mofl(u/i, Alien, Vololi, 

Atliort^n, Orcono, 

JJa<lgor, Halo. 

Baldwin, Humlin, 

Bradbury, Johiiiion, Md. 

Brifflit, tTuat^H, 

(Janinrou, Miller, 

Clarke, Nilea, 

(yorwin, l'oar<!0, 

Davis of Maaa. Pholps, 

Dayton, tSnruiinco, 

J>jx, Unluini, 

Dodffo, Wise. Wales, 
Wobator— 27. 

The bill being returned to tho Honso, thus 
amended, this amendment was (March 2d) 
voted down — Yens lOl ; Nnya 115^a3 fol- 
lows : 

Yeas, all tho members from tho Slave 
States, with tho following from tho Free 
States, viz. : 

MAiNK—Hezokiah Williams — 1. 

Nkw York— Ausburn Birdsall— 1. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel A. Bridges, Bichard 
Brodhead, Charles Brown, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Leiois C. Ijivin — 5. 

Ohio — ^William Konnon, jr., William Sawj'er 

Illinois— Orlando B. Ficklin, John A. Mo- 
demand, William A. Bichardson — 3. 
IowA_Shepherd Lefflor— 1. 

Total, thirteen from Free States ; eighty- 
eight from Slave States. (Only two from 
Slave States absent or silent.) 

Nays, all the Whigs from Free States, 
and all the Democrats from Free States, ex- 
cept those named above. . 

So the House refused to concur in this 
amendment, and the bill was returned to the 
Senate accordingly. 

The Senate resolved to insist on its 
amendment, and ask a conference, which was 
granted, but resulted in nothing. Messrs. 
Atherton of N. H., Dickinson of K. Y., 
and Berrien of 6a., were managers on the 
part of the Senate, and insisted on its 
amendment, organizing the Territories with- 
out restriction as to Slavmr. Messrs. Vin- 
ton of Ohio, Nicoll of N. Y., and Morehead 
of Ky., were appoints on the part of the 
House. These, after a long sitting, report- 
ed their inability to agree, and were dis- 
charged. 

The bill being now rettimed to the House, 
Mr. McGlernand of 111. moved that the 
House do recede from its disagreement; Car- 
ried : Yeas 111 ; Nays 106. 

Mr. Morehead of Ky. moved to amend 
so as to provide that nothing in this section 
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»lmll nffiifit. the q\H!Hli()M, M tr/ t.ljo biw»i(l[i.i y 
of Toxiu). (Juiriod: Y»)iw IHV; NuyM 
19. 

Mr. II, W. Tltoinpfion of liul. moved t.lmf, 
tho lloiiHO c-oiKiur wilU Uio Hoiiuto, wilh hii 
RinoiKliiioDt, wlii(!h wiiH n HiihfiUlul'), *!,{l,(iiMl- 
ing tho Iiiwo of tlio Unit<'(l HtiUcM ovor Hiiid 
'I'orritorii^s, Imt lodviug tboin unor(!fivni«o(l, 
m folio WH : 

" Tlifit tho ProMiddiil; of tho IJiiltoW Htiiioa bo, 
mid lio horoby in, nuthoi ir.od to hold ponHciifiloii oi 
fiiul oootipy the ToirilorioH «!odo(l by Moxioo to 
ttio Uiiitod Stnto.i, by tho troiil/ of Iho Hud of Fob., 
c!|i,<;litoon hiutdi'od nnd forty eight) niid ihnt ho bo, 
Olid horohy in, iiiitlioriviod lor (hfit purpoHo, niid in 
ordor to innhitnin tlio niilliority of flio iriiilod 
RtntoM, mid proiiorvo poHco uiid order in nitid Tor- 
lory, to omploy Hiioh piirlH of tho nrmy nnd imvy 
of tho Uiiitod StntcH lui lio may dcinn ucocflBnry, 
nnd that, Iho ConHtitutioii of tho Utiitod Stntoa, ho 
fnr ns tho eaino ia appliwiblo, bo oxtondod ovor 
«nid Torritorios. 

"800. 2nd. And he it further enacted, That, 
until the fourth Any of iTuly, oi()[hloon hundred 
fliid fifty, unlosa ConjjroMe hIuiH aoonor provide 
for tho govorumont of niud Torritorioa, tlie cxint- 
inff laws thereof shall be retained and. observed, 
ond timt the civil nnd Judioinl nuthority horeto- 
foro cxerciHod in snid Torritorioa ahnll bo vested 
in, nud oxoroisod by, such ncraon or poraone m 
Ihe Prcaidont of tho Uuitfjd Stotoa ahnll appoint 
nnd direct, to tho end that the inhnbitnnla of enid 
Torritorica nmy bo protected in the full nnd froo 
enjoyment of thoir liberty, property, and religion 
provided, nevertheless, Ihnt martiul \a\v ahnll not 
»o proclaimed or declurod in aaid Territoriea, or 
«ithor of Ihom, nor any military court CBtabliBUcd 
or instituted, except ordinary courta mnrtinl for 
the trial of neraona belonging to the nrmy nnd 
navy of the United Stntoa ; nnd tho impriaonmont 
of nny citizen of said Territories for debt ia here- 
by forbidden. 

" Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, to 
enable the Preaident to carry into execution the 
proviaions of th!5 act, the sum of two hundred 
ihoasand dollars ia hereby appropriated out of 
anj money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated." 

The question being reacLed 'on amending 
the Senate's proposition as proposed by Mr. 
Thompson, it was carried : Yeas 111 ; Nays 
105. 

[All the Sonthem Members in the nega- 
tive, with Levin and a few of the Northern 
jDeraocrats ; the residue with all the North- 
ern Whigs in the afiBrmative.] 

The House now proceeded to agree to the 
Senate's amendment, as amended; Yeas 
110; Nays 103, [the same as before; the 
friends of the Senate's proposition voting 
against it, as amended, and vice versa, on 
the understanding that Mr. Thompson's 
amendment would exclude Slavery.] 

The bill as thus amended behig returned 
to the Senate, it refused to agree to the 
House's amendment, and receded from its 
own proposition ; so the bill was passed and 
the session closed, with no provision for 
the government of the newly-acquired Ter- 
ritories. 



LAVmi KRH't'UKJTlOW,. 

OiSKClOf^. 

Jni',. r>, IHKi. — Ml,-. l>()Hii[Inn, f>-on» t\io 
( !(>i»mit,(,w on Tcrritovioii, rvij)\H'tA:il to Uw 
Houmi II |)iU or(^ivui'/,iij}j tlm 'llVnli<>ry of 
().of^;on. 

HiUtl bill vim <\hv.mml m (](>niuiil.lA!() of 
tlio Wholo, luid (ho following iiiiiondniciifc 
«gr(!(Ml to : 

"And iioillior Slavery, nor involuntary nor 'i- 
lu(h; iihall over o.Tint in aaid Territory, oxoopt for 
tsrinio wh( roof tho party nhnU havo boon duly 
oouviotod." 

On coinihg out of Oommifctco, thia amend- 
nioiil, vvaa agreed to — Ycii3 108 ; Nnys 44. 
j'i'ho Nuya aro all Soutliorn, but Oharloa J, 
ingoraoll, Orlando 13. Pielclin, and posaibly 
0110 or two othcra ; and all Pcniocrata, but 
Honio half a dozen from tho South, of whom 
Roberi Toombs has aiiico turned Democrat.! 
Stephen A. Douglaa did not vote. Tho bill 
passed tho IIouso without further opposition, 
was read twice in tho Senate, and referred ; 
and Mr. Wcstcott of Florida made n rcporjt 
thereon from tho Committee on Territori»!8 ; 
but tho Session cloned without further action 
on the bill. 



This Congrcai reassembled, Dep. 7th, 
1846. On the 23d, Mr. Douglas ajD^ain re^ 
ported his bill to provide a territorial gov- 
ernment for Oregon, which was read twice 
and committed : Jan. 11th, 1847, was dis- 
cussed in Committee, as also on the 12th 
and 14th, when it was resolved to close the 
debate. On the 15th, it waa taken out of 
Committee, when Gen. Burt of S. 0. moved 
the following addition (already moved, de- 
bated, and voted down in Committee) to 
the clause forbidding Slavery in aaid Terri- 
tory: 

" Inasmuch as the whole of aaid Territory lies 
north of thirty six degrees thirty minutes north 
latitude, known as the line of the Missouri Com- 
promieo." 

The purpose of this is clear enough. It 
was intended to recognize the Missouri line, 
not as limited to the territories possessed 
by the United Stat^ at the time said line 
was established, but as extending to all 
that had since been, or hereafter should be, 
acquired, so as to legalize Slavery in any 
territory henceforth to be acquired by us 
south of 360 30'. 

Mr. Bnrt's amendment was negatived-^ 
Yeas 82 i Nays 114. 

The vote was very nearly sectional ; but 
the following Members from Free States 
voted in the minority : 

1PENN9TI.VAITIA. — Chafles J. Ii.'gersoll— 1. 
Illinois— Stephen A. Douglas, Sobt Smith— ^ 
Iowa. — S. C. Hastings — 1. 
In all, 5. 



No Member from a Slave State voted in 



ORKGON. 



tlio niajorif,y. Tho bill flion iiuhmwI — Yvm 
I 'M ; Nayn ;»r» (nil HoiiMwrnV 

/«u. lf>;.li.- -Tho bill niuchod iho HcjnaUi, 
ami wii!) n(!i«l: to llio Judiciary 0()muiil.U!0, 
conniMtJiig of 

MoHHiw. Anliloy, Ark. Horrion, flti. 

Urcono, 111. Day (on, N. J. 

Woiiloolf., mn. 

Jan, IH5. — Mr. AHliloy mpork'd ths Orcffou 
bill wiiliamoiidnicnU), wlu(;i» woni oidonul to 
bo printed. 

21«//..— Said bill, oi» motion of Mr. WcMr 
cott, was rccoininit(;cd to the Judiciary Ooni- 
mitt«o. 

Feb. 10th — Mr. Ashley again reported it 
with amondinentfi. 

March 3(1- -It waa talcen up as in Oom- 
mittoc of tho Whole, when Mr. EvanH of 
Mo. moved that it be laid on tho table. 
Defeated— Yeas 19, (all Whign but Oal- 
houn of S. 0., and Yulee of Florida) ; Nays 
2G ; (24 Dcm., with (yorwiu of Oliio, and 
Johnson of La.)*. 

Mr. Wcstcott of Fla. immediately moved 
that the bill do lie on tho table, which pre- 
vailed — Yeas 26 ; Nays 18, (a mixed vote, 
evidently governed by various motives) ; but 
the negatives were all Democrats, but Oor- 
wiu and Johnson aforesaid. This being the 
lost day of the session, it was evident that 
the bill, if opposed, aa it was certain to be, 
could not get through, and it was, doubtless, 
in behalf ol'other pressing business that many 
Senators voted to lay this aside. It was, of 
course, dead for the session. 



Dec. Gth, 184'7.-- The XXXih Congress as- 
sembled ; Robert 0. Winthiop (Whig) of 
Mass. was chosen Speaker of the Housr. 
Pi-esident Polk, ia his Annual Message, re- 
gretted that Oregon had not already been 
organized, and urged the necessity of action 
on the subject. 

Feb. 9iA.— Mr. Caleb B. Smith of Indiana 
reported to the House a bill to establish the 
territorial government of Oregon ; which, by 
a vote of two-thirds, was made a special or- 
der for March 14th. It was postponed, 
however, to the 28th ; when it was taken up 
and discussed, as on one or two subsequent 
days. May 29th, it was again made a spe- 
cial order next after the Appropriation bills. 
The President that day sent a 8j[)ecial mes- 
sage, urging action on this subject. July 
25th, it was taken up in earnest ; Mr. 
Wentwoi'th of Illinois moving that debate 
on it in Committee cease at two o'clock 
this day. 

Mr. Geo. S. Houston of Ala. endeav- 
ored to put this motion on the table. De- 
feated— Yeas 85; Nays 89, (nearly, but 
not fully, a sectional division). Mr. Geo. 
W. Jones of Tenn. moved a reconsidera- 
tion, which was carried — Yeas 100 ; Nays 
88 ; and the resolution laid on the table — 
Yeaa 96 ; Nays 90. 



I Th(J bill continued to bo dinouHScd, »ind 
finally ^ Aujjf. iHt) wn« got out of C()»nuitU:o ; 
whon Mr. (i. It. HmitU n»()V<5d tho l*rovioufl 
Qui'Htion (Iw)roou, which wafl ordoi'tHl 

Atifrtist 'M. — 'I'ho lIouRo cftino to u vote 
on Ml ainondincut made in Oommittco, where- 
by tho followinfj proviHiou of tho original 
bill wna Htriokon out : 

" T hftt (lio iiihnbilaiiti) of nnUl Tonltory nlmU 
bo oiititlod to CHjoy, nil niul nhifi^ular, tho , iK'''") 

to tlio jKiopIo of thoToiTitory of tho Unitod HUitos 
norlhwoiil of tho rivor Olifo, by tho (irliolcoof 
coinpnct coutttinod in tlio ordiiuiuco for tlio g»v- 
oriiinout, of niiid Torritory, piiHHud tho l:(tli day 
of July, uovoiitoon huiKircd niid oi(j;lit.y Hc'von; 
nnd tilirdl boBuhJout to uU tlio couditlonii, nnd ro- 
lilriclionH, nnd proliibitiona in nnid ftrtiolciiofoom- 
jmct iinpoHcd upon tUo i oplo of Baid torritory 
nnd—" 

Tho Ifouso rcfuficd to agree to this amend* 
ment — ^Yoas 88 ; Nays 114. 

Tho Members from tho Frco States who 
voted with the South to strike out, were — 

NKW-yoiiK— Auflburn Birdaall— 1. 

Ouio— William Konnon, jr., John K. Mil- 
ler— 2. 

Illinois— Orlando B. Picklin, John A. Mo- 
Clomand, Willium A. Richnrdaon—^. 

Indiana. — John L. Robineou, WilSiom W. 
Wifik— 2. 

Mr. .John W. Houston of Dolnwaro voted in 
tho majority. 

The bill was then passed : Yeas 128 ; 
Nays 71. 

[This vote was almost completely section- 
al. Mr. Houston of Delaware voting in 
the majority as before: otherwise, Mem- 
bers from Free States in the afiSrmative; 
those from Slave States in the negative.] 

Aug. 3rd. — ^This bill reached the Senate, 
when Mr. Badger of N. C. moved its inde- 
finite postponement : negatived, 47 to 1, 
(Yulee). It was then sent to the Committee 
on Territories. 

The Senate had had under consideration, 
from time to time through the Session, a bill 
of its own, reported by Mr, Douglas, which 
was finally referred to a Select Committee— » 
Mr. Clayton of Delaware, Chairman — and 
by said committee reported some days before 
the reception of the House bill. It waa 
then dropped. 

Aug. 5tk. — Mr. Douglas reported the 
House Bill, with amendments, which were 
printed. 

Aug. 10th. — After some days' debate, the 
Senate proceeded to vote. Mr. Footo of 
Miss, moved that the bill do lie on the 
table. Defeated : Yeas 15 (Southern) ; 
Nays 36. 

On the question of agreeing to this 
amendment : 

"Inaemuch as the oald Territory is north of 
thirty-six deg. thirt}r min., usually knovm as the 
[line of thej Miesonri Compromise." 

It was rejected : Yeas 2 (Bright and 
Douglas); Nays 62. 



Till'] STHUdOLl'] FOn SLAVKItY KKSTUICTION. 



Mr. Dou^lnrt nu)V(!(l to ainoiid tho bill, by 
iiiMortiii/f iiflxn* tlio word " oniicted " : 

" TJiHt, find lino of Miii ty lix ilc/i;rt)OH niul ttmty 
luimiloii of north Intitudo, known nH (lio MiHHOun 
Oounnoiiiiiioliiio. an dofliiod in llio«i(<lUh iieolion 
of nil not <Mitltlo(l, 'All Aot to nutlioii/.o tho noo- 
i)lo of tho lUiMHOuri Ton iloiy to form ii OouHUtu- 
lioimi imi Htnto Oovormnciit, mid for tlio luhiiid- 
nioii of fliioh tStnlo into (ho Uaioii, on nil o<|^u(il 
fijotiii^ with tlio oi j|riH(il Ktuloii, iind to proliibit 
filav<u'y ill oortnin Torritorion, npprovetl Mrtirh 
(itli, I(«0/ Ito. nnd tlio imino i» horoliy, doolnrort to 
oxtoiul to tiio PnoiHo OiHmn ; nnd tho nnid oifjrlitli 
fidotion, toKothor with (lie connironilHO tlicioin 
oflootod, in lioroby rovivod, und dcolnrod to bo in 
full f(uoo nnd biiwlinf^, for tlio fiitnio orgnnizn- 
lioii of tlio Torritorien of tho United StntoH in tho 
Bfiino HoiiRO, nnd with tho miino undoiHtnndiiig 
with which it originnlly (idoptod ; and — " 

WliicJi wua cftriicd— Yens 33; Nays 21 
— fi3 Ibllows : 



YEAS—For recognizing 
as rightfully extending 

Moasra. Atchison, 
IJndgor, 
Boll, 
Honton, 
Borricn, 
Borland, 
Briffht, 
Butlor, 
Calhoun, 
Cameron, 
Dttvis of Miss., 
Dickinson, 
Douglas, 
Downs, 
Fitzgerald, 
Footo of Miss., 

UndervTOod- 



the Missouri line 
to the Pacific : 

Hnnnognn, 

llouaton, 

Hunter, 

Johnson of Md., 
Johnson of La,, 
Johnson of 6a., 
King, 
Lowis, 
Mnngura, 
Mason, 
Motcalf, 
Pearco, 
Sebastian, 
Sprunnc.o, 
Sturgeon, 
Tumey, 
-33. 



NAYS — Against recognizing said linei 

Meaara. Allen, 

Atherton, 
Baldwin, 
Bradbury, 
Breeso, 
Clarke, 
Corwin, 
Davis of Mass., 



Dayton, 
Dix, 



Webster— 21. 



Dodge, 
Pelch, 
Greene, 
Hftle, 
Hamlin, 
Miller, 
Niles, 
Phelps, 
Upharo, 
Walker, 



The bill was than engrossed for a third 
reading : Teas 33 ; Nays 22 (nearly same 
as the above — ^Westcott of Florida, added 
to the Nays — and thus passed). 

Aug. 11th. — ^Tbe bill, thus amended, having 
been returned to the House, the amendment 
of Mr. Doug^las, just recited, was rejected : 
Teas 82 ; Nays 121. 

Yeas from Free States : 

New York— Ansbum Birdsall — 1. 
Pennsylvania — Charles Brovm, Charles J. 
IngersoU. — 2. 
Total— 3. 

Otiie.rwise, from Slave States, all Teas ; 
from Free States, all Nays. 

Aug. 12th. — ^The Senate, after voting 
down various propositions to lay on the 
table, etc., finally decided to recede from its 
amendments to the Oregon bill, aad pass it 



118 it cp.nio from Iho llouiw : Yoafl 29 ; Nnyil 
25, mi follows : 

Yl']AS — For Iteceding : 

Motmrn. Alloii, Donplnf, 

Baldwin, lA)l«h, 

llonton, liHtxgcnild, 

Bnidbuiy, Ormio, 

llrooHO, Hulo. 

Bright, Ilninlin, 

Cnineroii, Hnnnognn, 

Clnrko, HouBton, 

Corwin, Millor, 

Dnvio of Mi\8B., Nilon, 

Dayton, PholpH, 

Diclciimon, Sprnmvoc, 

Dix, iJuhiun, 

Dodgo, Wdlkor, 
Wobstor— 29. 

NAYS — Against Receding': 

McBsro, AtcliiHon, JohnBon of Ln., 



Badger, 
Boll, 
Berrien, 
Borlnnd, 
Bfttlor, 
Calhoun, 
Davis of Miss., 
Downs, 
Footo, 
Hunter, 

Johnson of Md., 

Yuleo— 25. 
(All from Slave States.) 



Johnson of Qa., 
Lowie, 
Maiigum, 
Maao'i, 
Motcalf, 
Ponrco, 
Musk, 
Sobnetinn, 
Turnoy, 
Underwood, 
Woetcott, 



So the bill became a law, and Oregon a 
Territory, under the original Jefiferson or 
Dane Proviso against Slavery. 

XIII. 

THE COMPROMISE OF 1850. 

The XXXIst Congress commenced its 
first Session at Washington, Dec. 3d, 1849 ; 
but the House was unable to organize — ^no 
person receiving a majority of all the voteg 
for Speaker — until the 22nd, when, the Plu- 
rality rule having been adopted by a vote 
of 113 to 106, Mr, Howell Cobb of Ga. was 
elected, having 102 votes to 100 for Robert 
C. Wintbrop of Mass., and 20 scattering. 
It was thereupon resolved — Teas 149; 
Nays 35—" That Howell Cobb be declared 
duly elected Speaker;" and on the 24th 
President 25achary Taylor transmitted to 
both Houses his first Annual Message, in 
the course of which he says : 

" No civil government having been provided 
by Congress for California, the people of that 
l^rritory, impelled by the necessities of their 
political condition, recently met in Convention, 
for the purpose of forming a Constitution ana 
State Government ; which, the latest advices give 
me reason to suppose, has been accomplished ; 
and it is believed they will shortly apply for the 
admission of California into tbe Union, as a 
Sovereign State. Should each be the oaee, and 
should their constitution bo conformable tu the 
requisitions of the Constitntion of the United 
States, I recommend their application to the fa- 
vorable consideration of Congjress. 

" The people of New-Mexico will also, it is 
believed, at no very distant period, present them- 
selves for admission into the Union. Preporafory 
to the admissioa of California and New-Moxioo^ 



TIIW COMI'llUMISK OF IsiiO. 



tho pnoplo oronch vriU linvo liintllutod forJhom- 
inolvoM li roi>ul)li<)iui i\mn of (i^dVdriinumt, layiu|< 
Uh fouiiddtioii ill mwU j)riuoi{ilo>i, iniil or^/iuiy.iii); 
itii |)(iw(H' ill Muoli i'oviii, nil id tlioia hIihU lAdoiii 
inoiil, likoly to olloot tlioir Hiifoty niiU liMi)|iinoHii. 

" Jly amiitliiK Hioir luitioii, fill oiiuiuin of uii- 
oaiiiiKiMii iiuiy bo iivoidiiil. mid coiilldoiioo niid 
Kind fooliai.^ iiniiiorvod. Willi n viow of iiuiiii- 
idiniiiff llio hiii'iuony i\nd triiiKiiiiUity no doHi' to 
oil, wo nliould (ibHtitiii iVoin tlic iiitrodiiolioii of 
tlioHo oxcitiiip; to|)iufi of ii mnilioiiul (dinniotor 
wliitdi liiivo hilliorlo jix'odiicod i>niiiful niipvolioii- 
Bioiiti ill tlio imblio inliid ; niid 1 1\ jiuiii tho tiolcinii 
wniii)(; of tlio llrut: iiiid moot illiiHtriouH of iny 
produccHiiorH, a^/iiiiHt fiiniliihiiiff iitiy ground for 
ohiirii<!Uu-i/.iii(; piirtioM by guofjniphioal diacri- 
ininntioiin." 

Jan. Ath, — Qoii. Sam, Houston of Texas 
fliibinittcd to the Sonato the following y>\c 
position : 

" Wlicrcan, Tho CongrcBfl of tlio Unitod StatoR, 
poaaoaainK only a dologiited autbority, bavo no 
power over tho aubjoct of Ncgm Slavery witbin 
the liinitfl of tho United StntoH, oitbor to probibit 
or iiiiorforo with it, in tho States, Territories, or 
District, where, by munieipal law, it now exieto, 
or to CBtabliab it in any State or Territory wboro 
it does not exiat ; but, aa an QBsnranoo and fjua- 
raiitoo to promote harmony, (piiet approhoiiBion, 
and remove Boctional prejudice, which by poasi- 
bility might impair or weaken love and de\-oiion 
to the Union m any part of tho countr/, it is 
hereby 

" Resolved, That, as tho people in Territories 
have tho aame inherent rigbta of eolf-government 
as tho people in the States, if, in the exorciso of 
such inherent rij][ht8, tho people in tho nowly- 
acqnirod Torritonea, by the Annexation of Toxaa 
ana tho acquisition of California and New-Mexico, 
Bouth of the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes 
of north latitude, extending to the Pacific Ocean, 
Bhall establish Negro Slavery in the for, jiation of 
their state governments, it shall bo deemed no 
objection to their admission as a State or States 
into the Union, in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States." 

Jan. 21st. — Gren. Taylor, in answer to a 
resolution of inquiry, sent a message to the 
Housu, stating that he had urged the forma- 
tion of State Governments in California and 
New-Mexico. He adds : 

" In advising an early application by the 
people of these Territories for admission as States, 
I was actuated principally by an earnest desire 
to afibrd to the wisdom and patriotism of Con- 

fresB the opportunity of avoiding ocoaBions of 
itter and angry discussions among the people 
of the United States. 

" Under the Constitution, every State has the 
right to establish, and, from time to time, alter 
its municipal laws and domestic institutions, in- 
dependently of every other State and of the 
General Government, subject only to the prohi- 
bitions and guarantees expressly set forth in tho 
Constitution of the United States. The subjects 
thus left exclusively to the respective States, 
were not designed or expected to oecome topics 
of National agitation. Still as, under tho Consti- 
tution, Congress has power to make all needful 
rules and regulations, respecting the Territories 
of the United States, every new acquisition of 
territory host led to discussions on the question 
whether the system of involuntary servitude, 
which prevails in many of the States, should or 
should not bo prohibited in that Territory. The 
periods of excitement from this cause, which 
nave heretofore occurred, have been safely 
passed; but, during tho interval, . f whatever 



loiiytli, which may ohipoo b<>foro Iho adinini\Ion 
ot ilio Torriltu'iim cedrd !>•; SJrxIno, an Hinlo't, It 
iip)i(iiuH probnblo that iiiinilar oxoilonunit will 
pniviiil to III! iiiiduo uxtoiit. 

" Under IIkiho oii'ouuii<lanm. ■ I thouKbt, and 
ntill think. Hint it WhUi inydnfy fc' t yivor to 
Iiiit 11 ill the powcrof (/oiigriHui, by Iho .i<1ininHion 
of ('(ilil°oi-iii(i and Now-Moxioo nn HtnUm, to ro- 
inovo all occnnion for fJio unnooonflniy agitation 
of tlu) public mind. 

" It III iiiidoiiitood llmt tho pooplo of tho Wontorn 
pnrtof (Jalifoniin havoforinud Iho plan of a Stato ' ' 
('oitntitution, and will noon nubinit tbo iiaino to 
t^ho judgniont of Coiigrontf, and apply for adinia- 
tiion an a Htato. Thin oourno on their part, tliough 
iu nccordiinoo with, wan not adopted excliiHivoly 
in conHcquonco of, any oxprcnniou of my winbon. 
innHinucli as moasuron tending to this end bad 
boon promoted by oflicorH Bont there by my pro- 
dcdOBHor, and wore already in active pro^ruaa of 
execution, bcforo any communication troin mo 
roachod f 'alifornin. If tlio proponed constitution 
Bhall, wxiyn submitted to Congrosa, bo found to 
bo in complianco with tho rcquiaitiona of tho 
Conatitution of tho United Statoa, I earnestly 
recommend that it may receive tho sanction of 
Congresn." 

He adds— 

"Should Congress, when California shall pro- 
aent herself for incornoration into the Union, 
annex a condition to her ndmisaion as a Stato 
affecting her domestic institutions contrary to 
tho wislica of her people, and oven compel her 
temporarily to comply with it, yet the State could 
change her conatitution at any time after admis- 
sion, when to her it should eeem expedient. A>iy 
attempt to deny to tho people of the State tho 
right of self-government, in a matter which pecu- 
liarly ati'ecta themselves, will infallibly bo re- 
gard;ed by Ihem as an invasion of their rights ; 
and, upon the principles laid down in our own 
Declareiion of Independence, they will ci,Ttainly 
be sustained by the great mass of the American 
people. To assert flbet they are a conquered 
people, and must, as a State, submit to tho will of 
their conquerors, in this regard, will meet with no 
cordial response among American freemen. Great 
numbers of them are native citizens of the United 
States, and not inferior to the rest of our country- 
men in intelligence and patriotism ; and no lan- 
guage of menace to restrain them in tho exercise of 
an undoubted right, substantially guarantied to 
them by the treaty of cession itself, shall over be 
uttered by me, or encouraged and sustained by 
persons acting under my authority. It is to be 
expected that, in the residue of the territory ceded 
to us by Mexico, the people residing there will, at 
the time of their incorporation into the Union as a 
State, settle all questions of domestio policy to 
suit themselves." 

-Feb. 13, 1850. — Gen. Taylor communi- 
cated to Congress the Constitution (free) of 
the State of California. 

Jan. 29ih, 1850.— Mr. Henry Clay of Ky. 
submitted to the Senate the following pro- 
posittoit3, which were made a special order 
and printod : 

"1. keiolved, That California, with suitable 
botuiflifties, tJught, upon her application, to be ad- 
mittied as one ( "the States of this Union, without 
the impy>«ition oy Congress of any restriction in 
respect to the exclusion or introduction of Slavery 
within those boundaries. 

" 2. Resolved, That as Slavery does not exist by 
law, and is not likely to be introduced into any of 
the territory acquired by the Unitod Stotes lirom tho 
Republic of Mexico, it is inexpedient for Congress 
to provide by law either for its introduction into, 



or oxoluiiioii from, iiiiy nnrf of tlio Htii(il Nu rltory ; 
nrMl thui imiu oi>rlu<o lon itoiiiil icovcM imumtM otidit 
t<i bo (wtutilinlK.Hl hy ()i)iif{rflVH in rilt tlio nriiil tor- 
rit(it'y< ■><>'' 'iiuii|,r|i('ii| IU1 williiii lliit liouudiii'ion 
of tlio iti'(i|i(iiMMl Hialo of Oiitifoiniii. M'itlioiit tlio 
ndontioii (if any ntiitiiclioii or (ioii<liti«iii on ilio 
Hiibjool. of Hlavory. 

SIhUi of 'I'oxaH oiifflif. ((» hollxod on tlio Jtio dol 
JNorto, (i()niiiu!ii(Mii){' iiiio niiirino loagno fioni il>i 
moiUli, and riinnin^^ u|> that, livor to tho iioiUh<.ini 
lino of Now-Atoxioo ; lli(.-n<Mi with tlint. lino (iiiHt- 
WfirdSy, ni'd mo (iotiliiiuiii(:; in llio nanio diioiition 

!o (lio lino ail cHlnldinlKid lixtwoon tlio United 
iinloH and Sii/iiii, excluding «ay iiortidn of JNow- 
Moxioo, wlu^tJior lyin^ on tno «iaH(; orwoiitof that 
rlvor. 

" 4. Rrnolvrd, T!int it bo iiroposed to tho Strtto 
ofToxni), tliat Iho United Huitoa will provide for 
tlio payuioiit of all that portion of tho lojjitiniato 
and bona Jidti public debt of that State eoiitnicted 
prior to itn annexation to the United liitatcH, mid 
for wbieli tho dutioH on foroijjn iniportn veio 
pledged by the Haid State to tin creditoiB, not 

oxecedinff tho iiiun of OollarH, in concider- 

ntion of tho tiaid duties ao pledged having been no 
longer appiicablo to that object after the said an- 
nexation, but having thenceforward beeoino piiy- 
oblo to the United StnteH; and upon tho condition, 
also, that tho said ^tato of Texua hIuiII, by oouio 
eolemii and nuthontio net of her logiBlaturo, orof u 
convontiun, relinquish to the United States any 
olatnt which eho baa to any part of Now-BIexico. 

"5. Jiesolved, That itia inexpedient to abolish 
Slavery in the District of Columbia whilst that 
iiiBtitution ouutinuca to exist in tho State of Mary- 
land, without the eonsent ot that State, without 
the con»ent of the people of tho Distriot, and 
without just coinpeusution to the owners of Slaves 
within the District. 

" 6. But Resolved, that it is expedient to pro- 
hibit, within tlie District, tho slave trade in slaves 
brought into it from States or places beyond tlie 
limits of tho District, either to bo sold tnerein as 
inerclmudise, or to be transported to other markets 
without tho District of Columbia. 

"7. Raolced, That more effectual provision 
ought to be made by law, according to tho re- 
quirement of the Constitution, for the restitution 
and delivery of persons bound to service or labor 
in any State, who may escape into any other State 
or TeiTiiory in the Union. And, 

*' 8. Resolved, That Congress has no power to 
prohibit or obstruct the trade in slaves between 
the Slttveholding States, but that the admission 
or exclusion of Slaves brought from one into 
another of them, depends exclusively upon their 
own particular laws.'' 

Feb. 28f/i.— Mr. John Bell of Tenn. sub- 
mitted to the Senate the following propo- 
sitions : 

*^.Wkcrea8, Considerations of the highest inter- 
est to tho whole counts y demand that Qie existing 
and increasing dissensions between the North and 
the South, on the subject of Slavery, should be 
Bpeedily arrested, and that the questions in con- 
troversy be adjusted upon some basis which shall 
tend to give present quiet, repress sectional ani- 
mosities, remove, as for as possible, the causes 
of future discord, and secure the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of those benefits and advantages which 
the Union was intended to confer in equal measure 
apon all its members; 

" And. whereas. It is manifest, under present 
ciroumstaucea, that no adjustment be effected 
of tho points of difference unhappily existinij be- 
tween the Northern and Southern sectiona ot the 
Union, connected with tho subject of Slavery, 
which eb6U secure to either section all thai; is con- 



Midod foi\ niid thrill mutual ((ouotiinlcuiH upon 
(j^iK'iitioiiM of inoro iiolioy, not iiivi)lvin(? Ilio viola- 
tion of any ooiiMtitiilional right or iiriimiiilo, niiint 
bo llio bai in of ovory projfiiit iidbnIiMg any aiwur- 
iiiKHi of a favorable a(-<;()plaiico ; 

" And, ii'liiur.dH, Tho joint ronoliitioii for an- 
noxing Texan to tlio Unitod Hlatc^n, approved 
March 1, lH'ir>, contaiiiii tho followiiij'; condi- 
tion and guaranfco— that w to nay : ' Now Slatcii 
of ooiivoniont mvm, not oxotiedliig fVnir in niiin- 
bor, in addition to naid State of Toxaii, iiiid having 
fliiindioiit population, >nay honwtftor, by Iho cou- 
cient of naid Hlido, ho foinuid out. of tho l<!n itory 
tliorcof, Avhioh filial) bo entitled to adiniiiHion iiiidor 
tho iirovinionii of tho Federal CoiiHlilution ; and 
ouch Slatt'i) as may lio formed out of that norlion 
of naid territory lying MOUth of tliirty-Hix (logrcwi 
thirty uiinutoii north latitude, conunonly known 
ati the MitiHouri Coniproniiso lino, «hall be adiiiit- 
tod into tho Union with or without Slavery, an tho 
people of each State asking adniisHion may desire ; 
and in such Slate or Stales as tihall bo formed out 
of said territory north of said Misiiouri Conipro- 
Hiiao liiic Shivory, or itivolnntary servitude (ex- 
cept for orinie), shall bo prohibited :' Tlioroforo, 

''I. Rcaolvcd, That tho obligation to comply with 
the condition and guarantee above recited in 
good faith bo distinctly recognized ; and that, in 
part coni()liance with the same, as soon as tho 
people ot Texas shnll, by nn act of their leg- 
islaiuro, signify their assent by restricting tho 
limits thereof, within tho territory lyinp east of 
tho Trinity and south of the Kcd Kiver, and 
when the people of Iho residue of tho territory 
claimed by Texas adopt a constitution, republi- 
can in form, they bo admitted into the Union 
upon nn equal footing in all respects with tho ori- 
ginal States. 

"2. Resolved, Tliat if Texas jholl ogree to 
cede, tho United States will accept, a cession of 
all tho unappropriated domain m all the terri- 
tory claimed by Texas, lying west of the Colorado 
and extending north to the forty-second parallel 
of north latitude, together with the jurisdiction 
and sovereignty of all the territory claimed by 
Texas, north of the thirty-fourth parallel of north 
latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding 

millions ot dollars^ to be applied in the 

first place to the extinguishment of any portion 
of the existing public debt of Texas, for the dis- 
charge of which the United States ai-e under any 
obligation, implied or otherwise, and the remain- 
der as Texas shall require. 

"3. Resolved, That when the population of 
that portion of the territory claimed by Texas, 
lying south of the thirty-fourth parallel of north 
latitude ond west of the Colorado, shall be equal 
to the ratio of representation in Congress, under 
the last preceding apportionment, according to 
the provisions of we Constitution, and the people 
of such territory shall, with the assent of the new 
Stcte contemplated in the precedhjg resolution, 
have adopted a State Constitution, republican m 
form, they be admitted into the Union as a State, 
upon an equal footing with the original States. 

"4. Resolved, That all the territory now 
claimed by Texas, lying north of the thirty-fourth 
parallel of north latitude, and which may bo 
ceded to tho United Stotes by Texas, be incorpor- 
ated with the Territory of New-Mexico, except 
such part thereof as lies east of *he Kio Grande 
and south of the thirty-fourth degi'ee of north 
latitude, an J that the Territory so composed form 
a State, to be admitted into the Union when the 
inhabitants thereof shall adopt a State Constitu- 
tion, republican in form, with the consent of Con- 
gross ; but, in the mean tune, and until Congresa 
shall give such consent, provision be made for 
tho government of the mhabitants of said pm- 
tory suitable to their condition, but without any 
restriction as to Slavery. 
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"fi. Itrnofiwil. 'rimt (ill tlio loiiiloi-y ooiKxI (o 
tho Unhoil Htiilcri, by tlio 'IVoiily of Ounduloniio 
HiduiKo, lyiiiff womI, of iKiuI Td'nitory of N<w- 
Moxioo, mill <iiiii( of llio itoutouipliitoil now Htuto 
of (Jiilifoniiii, for (lio luoiioutj (Miimtilulc on« 'i'or- 
rilory, auil for wlilch hiiiiim liirni iif ({ovoriiinoiit 
BuUiililo 111 llio ooiiilitiDii of tlio iiihnliHiiiilii bo 
providoil, willioul. iitiy rcHtriolioii (in io Hlnvory. 

'Mi. lii'tolvcdf Tlmt llio coiiHliluruHi roooiifly 
forinod by tl«« |icoi>lo of llio wohUuii portion of 
Ciilifornia, niid nrciionlod lo CongroHH by tbu I'ro- 
oidoiit on Mil) Kith duy of robruiir;^, 18,'iO, bo hu- 
ooptud, luid Umt tboy bu lulniilLod into lliu Union 
HR n Hluto, u|i(>n un ckj^iihI foot.iiiff in iiU n'H[)Ooti) 
wilb llio orii^iiittl StfitoH. 

" 7. Resolved^ Tlint. in fuliiiv, tlio fonnrition of 
Stnlo CoiiHtitiitionn, by tlio iulwibilanta of tlio 
lorritorioa of tlio Uiiitod StcitoH, bo ro(j[iilntod by 
biw; niid Umt no imob conatitutiou bu hcrciiilor 
formed or r.dojpfcd by tbo inliabitniilB of uiiy Tor- 
ritory belonging lo tbo United Stiitod, vritbout 
Uio 0OII.--UIIL and authority of Coiiu;rcHfl. 

"8. Resolved, That tlio inliabitnnts of nny 
Territory of tlio United Stuleo, when tboy Bball 
bo authorized by Congrosa to form a State Con- 
Hlitution, shall huvo the eolo and oxcluBivo power 
to rogulalo and n(|)u8t all quoHtious of iuteriiul 
State policy, of whatever nature tboy may bo, 
controlled only by the rcslrictionB oxnreaHly 
imposed by tho Constitution of tho United 
States. 

" y. RcDolved, That tho Committee or. Torri- 
torios be instrnctod to rojport u bill in conformity 
with tho Bpirit and priuciploa of tiio foregoing re 
Bolutions.'' 

A debate of anusaal duration, earnestness, 
and ability ensned, mainly on Mr. Clay's 
Resolutions. The^ were regarded by uncom- 
promising champions, whether of Northern 
or of Southern views, but especially of the 
latter, as conceding substantially the matter 
in dispute to the other side. Thus, 

Jan. 29th. — Mr. Clay having read and 
briefly commented on his propositions, seria- 
tim, he desired that they should be held 
over without debate, to give time for con- 
sideration, and made a special order for 
Monday or Tuesday following. But this 
was not assented to. 

Mr. Rusk rose at once to^protest against 
that portion of them which called in ques- 
tion the right of Texas to so much of New- 
Mexico as lies east of the Rio del Norte. 

Mr. It'oote of Miss, spoke against them 
generally, saying : 

" If T anderstand the resolutionR properly, they 
aro objectionable, as it seems to me, 

" 1. Bocanse they only assert that it is note;r^- 
dient that Congress should abolish Slavery in the 
Pistrict of Columbia ; thus allotv log tbe implica- 
tion to arige that Congresa has power to legislate 
on tho subject of Slavery in the District, which 
may hereafter be exorcised, if it should becopie 
expedient to dp so ; whereas, I hold that Con- 
gress has, under the Constitution, no snch power 
at all, and that any attempt thus to legislate would 
be a gross fraud upon «ll the States of the Un'on; 

" 2. The Resolutions of the honorable Senator 
assert that Slavery does not now exist by law in 
the territories recently acquired from Mexico; 
whereas, I nm of opinion that tho treaty with the 
Mexican republic carried the Constitution, teitk 
all its guarantieSfto all the territory obtuned by 
Ireaty, and secured the privilege to every South- 
em slaveholder to enter any port of it, attended 



by bin nlavo iiroporly, nivd to otjoy tho namo 
tluii'iiin, IVru tionv aU niotoulnUon or hindrnnoo 
whiitH:)ovor. 

" ;<. Wlicllior Hlavfuy ia or ia not likoly lo bo 
inlrodncod into thcno toriilonltiH, or into nny of 
tliiiin, ia n propoHilion too uiicortain. in iny Jiidg- 
inciit, to bo (U pronont poiiittvoly nllinnod ; iind I 
uin iinwilliiig to niuko a aoloinn lo^jtialativo dcoln- 
ralion on tho point. Lft fi'tr. fntitn'. providi) tlitt 
(ij>l>ro}>rialfl Holudon of (kin iitftu ciiti nff_ qimtion. 

" '1. CouBidorliig, «h I hn.vo wovonil tiuipa hero- 
toforo foriuiilly doolurod, l!io lillo of Toxna to all 
tho torrilory oiiibniooil in lior bouiidarii^a, iia Inid 
down in hor law of IHIKi, full, conipleto, and uiido< 
niublo, I am unwilling to aay nnjjthing, by roao- 
liition or olhorwiao, which may in tlio loiiat do* 
Ki'co draw tlint lillo into qucation, no I tliiuk is 
iloiio in ono of tho rcBolutiona of tliu honorttblo 
Hciintor from Kontiivky. 

" (>. I nin. upon uonatitutionnl nnd other 
giounda, wholly oppoacd to tho pi iii(;ii)lo of ai- 
Humiuf[ State dcbtn, which 1 uiuloratnud to bo 
oinbouicd in ono of tho resolutiona of tho hon- 
orable Senator from Kentucky. If Tosnn soil io 
to bo bought, (and with certain appropriate eafc' 
((unrdt, I am decidedly in favor of it,| lot ua pay 
to tho aovoroign State of Toxna tbo value thoroof 
in money, to bo used by hor no alio plenaoa. It 
will bo, aa I think, more dollcttto and loapootful 
ia lot hor jj)rovido for tho mnnogomont of this 
mnttor, which ie strictly domcstir, in its ohoroo- 
tor, ill Buch manner na alio may chooao — presum- 
ing that alio will act wisely, juatly, and honorably 
toward all to whom alio may bo mdobtod. 

"6. Aa to tho abolition of tho slave-trade in 
tho District of Columbi.i. I bco no particular ob- 
jection to it, provided it ia douo in a delicate and 
judicious manner, and is not a concosaion to the 
menaces and demands of faotioniata and ftmaucs. 
If otlior quostions can bo acyuated, this ono will, 
perhaps, occasion but little ditHculty, 

"7. The resolutions which provide for tho res- 
toration of fugitives from lanor or service, and 
for the establishment of territorial governments, 
free from all restriction on the subject of Slavery, 
have my hearty approval. Tho last resolution — 
which asserts that Congress has no power to 

frohibit the trade in Slaves from State to State — 
equally approve. 

"8. If all other questions connected with the 
subject of Slavery can be satisfactorily adjusted, 
I can see no objection to admitting all California, 
above the line of 36 deg. 3U min., mto the Union; 
provided another new Slave State can be laid 
off tcithin tke present limits of l^exaif, bo as to 
keep tho present equipondet aace between the 
Slave and Free States of tho Union ; and pro- 
vided further, all this is done by way of com- 
promise, and in order to save the Union, (as dear 
to me as to any man living.") 

Mr. Mason of Va., after expressing his 
deep anxiety to "go with him who went 
furmest, but within ihe limits of strict 
duty, in adjusting these unhappy differ- 
ences," added : 

" Sir, 80 far as I have read these resoIati<m8, 
there is but one proposition to which I can give 
a hearty assent, and that ic the resolution which 
proposes to orgnnize Territorial governments at 
once in these Territories, without a declaration 
one way or the other as to their domestic instita- 
tioDB. But there is another which I deeply regret 
to see introduced into this Senate, by a Senator 
from a slaveholding State ; it is that which assumes 
that Slavery does not now exist bylaw in those 
countries. 1 nnderstand one of these proposition* 
to declare that, by low. Slavery is now ooolis^ed 
in New-Mexico and Califortiia. That was the very 
proposition advanced by the non-slaveholdiii^ 
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RMviH lit Innt noRnloii) noinlxiloil itiul «1in- 
iirovnd, nn I (iHitiglit, l»y K^'o'li'inc"* f*"**") (hurilnvo- 
>*»l(liufjr HtiktiiH, nii(t wtiiiili till) (^oiiinroiulno bill 
wn» rninioil to tmt. H<» fnr, I niKiinlod tlio (iim;h- 
Won of law mi <n»jio()od of, wid it \vt\n vory oloiirly 
nud dniinfiiotorlly nliowii to bo na:ninnt, tiio ni>hk 
of tho rnmilutloii of tho HonKl<»r mttn Koiitmihy. 
If tho oontniry ,ln trito, I pi-oHitiiio tho Hoiiator 
from KentuflJcy would dcoloro lhi»t if n law In now 
vnlld in tho Toiiltoncii nbollnhinK Hlavory, tlmt It 
<v>ul(l not bo intrortsicod tlioio, ovon if n Inw \rtw 
pnHnwl oroiitinic tbo hictitution. or roiionlhig tho 
ntfttutoa alroady oxioliuK; n doolrino iiovor nii 
Boutod to, HO far m I know, until now, by nny 
Konnlor ropnjuonting ono of tho olnvolKddinL' 
Htfttoo. Sir, I hold tho vory opponilo, and with 
Buoh oonfidonoo, that nt tho ir.nt RCiitiion I wan 
willing and did voto for n bill to toHt thiu ciiicntion 
in tho Suproino Court. Yot thin rofiohitiou aa- 
numoa tho othor dootrino to bo truo, and our aauout 
ie ohnllongo<l to it an a propoHition of law. 

" I do not moan to dotaln tho Sonato by any dis- 
ousaion; but I doomed it to bo inydutjr to ontor n 
dooidcd protont, on tho part of Virginia, ngainot 
Buoh doctrinoo. Thoy conoodo tho wholo queBfion 
ftt onco, that our pooplo ehaU not go into tlio now 
Territories «nd tako tlioir property with them ; a 
dootrino to whioh I never will aflaont, and for 
which, air, no law can bo tbund. Tboro nro other 
portions of tho roaolutiona, for which, if thoy could 
DO Boparatod, I should bo vory willing to voto. 
That rospocting fuffitivoalavoa, and that rcanoot- 
ing tho orgonizotion of govornmonts in tlioao 
TcTritories, I ahould bo willing to voto for ; and I 
om hnppy to doolaro tho gratification I oxporienco 
at finding tho Senator from Kentucky difloring eo 
much, on this subjeot, from tho Exocuti vo moasago 
recently laid before tho Senate. I bog not to bo 
understood aa having spoken in nny spirit of nn- 
kinduoBS towards the Senator from JKeutucky, 
for whom I entertain the wannest and most pro- 
found respect ; but I cannot but express also my 
regret that ho has felt it to be his uuty, standing 
as be does before this people, and representing 
the people he does^ to utroduce into this body 
resolutions of this kmd." 

Mr. Jefferson Davis of Miss, (since and 
now Secretary of War) objected specially to 
so much of Mr. Clay's propoeitions as relates 
to the boundary of Texas, to the Slave-trade 
in the Federal district, and to Mr. Clay's 
avowal in his speech that he did not believe 
Slavery ever would or could be established 
in any part of the territories accpired from 
Mexico. He continued : 

" But, sir, we are called upon to receive this as 
a measure of compromise I As a measure in which 
we of the minority are to receive nothing. A 
measure of compromise ! I look npon it as but 
a modest mode of taking that, the claim to which 
has been more boldly asserted by others; and, 
that I may be anderstood upon this qaeation, 
and that my position may eo forth to the conn- 
try in the same colonuis that com'ey the senti- 
ments of the Senator from Kentucky, I here 
assert, that never will I take less than the Mis- 
souri Compromise line extended to the Pacific 
ocean, with the specific recognition of the right 
to hold slaves in the territory below that line ; 
and that, before such territories are admitted in- 
to the Union as States, slaves may be taken there 
from any of the United States at the option of 
the ownerE. I can never consent to give addi- 
tional power to a majority to commit furtiior ag- 
gressions upon the minority in this Union ; and 
mil never consent to any proposition which 
have such a teodeooy, witboat a foil guar- 



atity or oountoraotlng iiumauni la floiuiootod witli 

Mr. Cluy in reply Huid : 
" I am (ixtniiiioly aorry to 



hoar tho Honator 



from Mlanlaalpj)! nay fhnt ho roqulnw. flint, 
th') oxtcuiiiion ol tho Minmmri Coinproiniiio lino to 
tho I'ai^ido; and alao that ho in not aiitinfiod with 
that, but roquiron, if I uiidorritiiitd hint oorrootly, 
n ponitivo provialon for tho adinitiaion of Blavory 
Houlh of that lino. And now, air, coming from » 
Slave Htato, an I do, I owo it to myaolf, 1 owo it 
to 'ruth, I owo it: to tho Hulijoot, to ntato that no 
onrthly power could induce mo to vote for a apo- 
oillo nwaauro for tho introditotioii of Shivery 
whnro it lm<l not buforo oxiatcd, oithor aouth or 
north of that lino. Cominir aa I do from a Slavo 
State, it ia my aoloinii, doltborato, niid well ma- 
tured dotolriuinatioii that no power — no onrthly 
power— ahall compel mo to voto for tho poaitivo 
introduction of Slavery oithor aouth or north of 
that lino. Sir, while you roprouoh, and justly, 
too, our Dritish ancoaturH for tho introduotion of 
thia iiiatitution upon tho (continent of Amoriaa, I 
nin, for one, unwilling that tho jioatoriiy of tlio 

iiroaeiit iiihabitanto of Oaliforniu and of Now- 
ilexico shall reproach ua for doing jual what wo 
reproach Oreat Britain for doing to ua. If tho 
oitiKons of those Territories chooao to oatob- 
llah Slavery, I am for admitting them wit a such 
proviaiona in thoir constitutions ; but then, it 
will bo thoir own work, and not ours, and their 
poutority will liuvo to reproach them, and not us, 
tor forming constitutions allowing tho institu- 
tion of Slavery to exist among them. Those are 
my views, air, and I choose to oxprcea them ; 
and I caro not how extensively and universally 
they are known. The honorable Senator from 
Virginia has oxprossod hia opinion that Slavery 
exists in these Territories, and I havo no doubt 
that opinion is siuceroly and honestly entertained 
by him j and I would say with equal sincerity and 
honesty, that I believe that Slavery nowhcro 
exists within any portion of tho Territory ac- 
quired by us from Mexico. He holds a directly 
contrary opinion to mine, os he has a perfect 
right to do ; and we will not quarrel about that 
difference of opinion." 

Mr. William R. King of Ala. was in- 
clined to look with favor on Mr. Clay's pro- 
positions, and assented to some of them ; but 
he objected to the mode in which California 
had formed what is called a State Constitu- 
tion. He preferred the good old way of first 
organhing Territories, and so training up 
their people "for the exercise and enjoy- 
ment of our institutions." Besides, he 
thought " there was not that kind of popu- 
lation there that justified the formation of a 
State Government." On the question of 
Slavery in the new Territories, he said : 

"With regard to the opinions of honorable 
Senators^ respecting the operation of the laws of 
Mexico m our newly-acquired territories, there 
may he, and no doubt Is, on honest difference of 
opinion with regard to that matter. Some believe 
that the municipal institutions of Mexico over- 
rule the provisions of our Constitution, and pre- 
vent us from carrying our slaves there. That is 
a matter which I do not propose to discuss ; it has 
been discussed at length in the debate upon the 
Compromise bill, putting it ou the ground of a 
judicial decision. Sir, I know not — nor is it a 
matter of much importance with me — whether 
that which the honorable Senator states to be a 
fact, and which, as has been remarked by the 
Senator from Mtssiesippi, can only be cot^jeotural, 
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lio In roallly no or not. — tlintBliivory novfiir otiii 
llioro. Tluii in whnt, In (itiiUid, iKiwoviir. Woll, 
ho it HO. If iiliivo iiilior bit not. iirolUalilo tlioro, 
it will not |{o lliorc ; or, if it k(>, who will bo 
boii()IU(Ml ? Not (ho Month. Thoy will novor 
ooinjidl It to f{0 thoro. Wo iinii uiiHiui<lorHto(Ml — 
Kroiinly, 1 limy oiiy — by lionoriihlo Honiilorn, 
thoii|{h not inUintionally ; but wo aro contondinff 
for a priiioipio, and a fpoat prinoipio — n primiiplo 
lying at Iho vory foundation of our uoiiHtilntional 
nnhlH— involving, an ban boon ronnukod, our 
flropiirty ; in ono v. ord, hivolving our mifoly, our 
Honor, all ihat in dear to uh, an Aniorioan flco- 
inon. Woll, Hu', for that prinoiplo wo will bo coin- 
poll.od to oonlond to Iho ulniont, mid to roniutng- 
Kroiiiiiou at every hazard and at ovory naorifioc. 
That ill tho pouitton in which wo aro placed. Wo 
m»k no aft of CongroHS— an Una been projtorly iu- 
tiniatod by tho Senator from MiHwiMHippI— to earry 
Slavery anywhoro. Sir, 1 bolievo wo havo no 
much conHtitutional power to [trohibit Slavery 
fr(un g<»ing into tho tonitorlea of tho United 
StntcH, afl wo hnvo to pnHS an act cnrryiuK Slave- 
ry there. We have no right to do oltlicr tho ono 
or the other. 1 would m noon vote for the Wil- 
mot I'roviao na I would vote for any law which 
required that Slavery ahould go into any of tho 
TerritoricB." 

Mr. Downa of Louisiana said : 

" I muflt coufoBs that, in Uio whole course of 
my life, my aBtoniahment has never been greater 
than it wna when I oaw thia (Mr. Clay's] pro- 

foaition brought forward as a compromise ; and 
viso now, eir, not for the purpose of discussing 
it at all, but to protest most solemnly against ;t. 
I oonsidor thia compromiso os no compromise at 
all. What, sir, dooa it grant to the South ? I 
can 800 notliing at nil. liie first resolution offer- 
ed by tho honorable Senator projjosea to admit 
tho State of California with a provision prohibit- 
ing Slavery in territory which embraces oil our 
poBsessiona ou the Pacific. It is true, there may 
be a new regulation of the boundary hereafter ; 
but, if there were to be bucL a regulation, why 
woa it not embraced in this resolution ? As no 
boundary is mentioned, we have a right to pre- 
sume that the boundary established by the Con- 
stitution of California was to bo received as the 
established boundary. What conceesion, then, 
is it from the North, that we admit a State thus 
prohibiting Slavoryj embracing the whole of our 
possessions on the Pacific coast, according to 
these resolutions 1 As to the resolution relating 
to New-Mexico and Deseret, if it had simply con- 
tained tiie provision that a constitutional govern- 
ment shall be established there, without any 
mention of Slavery whatever, it would have been 
well enough. But, inasmuch as it is affirmed that 
Slavery does not now exist in tliese Territories, 
does it not absolutely preclude its admission 
there ? and the resolutions might just as well 
affirm that Slavery should be prohibited in these 
Territories. The Senator from Alabama, if I un- 
derstood him aright, maintains that tho proposi- 
tion is of the same import as the Wihnot Pro- 
viso ; and, in view of these facta, I would ask, 
is there anything conceded to us of the South ?" 

Mr. Butler of South Carolina said : 

" Perhaps our Northern brethren ought to un- 
dertitand tuat all the Compromises that have been 
made, have been by concessions — acknowledged 
concessions— on the part of the South. When 
other compromises ore proposed, that require 
new concessions on their part, whilst none are 
ezBoted on the other, the issue, at least, should be 
presented for their consideration before they 
come to the decbion of their great question. If 
I understand it, the Senator from Kentucky's 
Trhole proposition of compromise ia nothing mora 
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timn thin : Tlint Oallfornln is nlrondy diiiponod of. 
baviiiff ronnoil n Ktat^t ('oimlitution, niul thfic 
Tonllorial Oovoriniionin iihtdl bo organliiod for 
iJoiiorot and Now-Mosioo, nndor whuili, by tlio 
opitiallon of laws already oxlHting, a slavoiiold- 
tng population could not onny wltli Ihoin, or otra 
HiavoH Ihoi'o What In thcro in tho nntiiro of a 
ooinpromirio horo, coupled, an it is, with Iho pro- 
ponlfion that, by tho exintlng laws in f ho Torrl- 
torlcH, it in alinost oortain that Blavoholdorn can- 
not, and havo no right to, go thoro wit'" tholr 
proporty ? What w thoro in tho nature of a coiu- 
pnnniiio hero 7 I am willing, liowovor, to rinitho 
riiikfl, and am roa<ly to give to tho Torrltx)iiiB« tho 
govcrnmontu thoy roquiro. I shall always think 
tiiat, iindora oonntitution giving equal rights to 
nil partioR, tho nlavoholding poo|^)lo, an huoIi, can 
go to IhfHoTorritorioH, ond retain thoir property 
thcro. Jlut, if wo adopt this propoaition of tho 
Senator from Kentucky, it ia oloarly on tho boBiB 
that Slavery shall not go thoro. 

" I do not understand tho Sonator from MiflHia- 
Bippi (Mr. Davis) to maintain tho oroposltiou, 
that tho South naked or desired a law ticelaring 
ihat Slavery should go there, or that itmnintainou 
tho policy oven that it was Ihc duty of Cougreaa 
to prias such a law. Wo havo only aakcd, and it 
in tho only compromiso to which wo will submit, 
that Coiigroas aliall withhold tho hnnd of violonco 
from the Territories. Thro only way in which 
tliis qiiostion can bo settled is, for gontlonion 
from tho North to withdraw all thoir opposition 
to the Territorial Govcrnmcnte, and not insist on 
tlieir Slavery Prohibition. Tho Union ia then 
safe enough. Why, then, insist on a compromiso, 
when those already mado are enfficiont for tho 
peace of tho North and South, if faithfully ob- 
served ? These propositions ore in tho name of 
a compromise, when none is necessary," 

The debate having engrossed the attention 
of the Senate for nearly two montha — 

March 25tk. — Mr. Douglos, from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, reported the following 
bills : 

Senate, 1G9.— A bill for the admission of Celi- 
fomia into the Union. 

Senate, 170.— A bill to establish the Territorial 
Governments of Utah and New-Mexico, and for 
other purposes. 

These bills were read, and passed to a 
secorJ reading. 

April 11th. — Mr. Douglas moved that Mr. 
Bell's resolves do lie oa the table. Lost : 
Yeag 26 ; Nays 28. 

April 15th. — The discnssionof Mr. Clay's 
resolutions still proceeding. Colonel Bcntoa 
moved that the previous orders be postponed, 
and that the Senate now proceed to con- 
sider the l)ill (S. 169) for the admission of 
the State of California. 

Mr. Clay moved that thw proposition do 
lie on the table. Carried : Yeas 27 (for a 
Compromise) ; Kays 24 (for a settlement 
without compromise). 

The Senate now took up Mr. Bell's re- 
solves aforesaid, when Mr. Benton moved 
that they lie on the table. Lost : Yeas 24 ; 
Nays 28. 

Mr. Benton next moved that they he so 
amended as not to connect or mix np the 
admission of California with any otto 
question. Jjosi : Yeas 23 ; Nays 28. 
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ViiiriouH in(Mlillculi()iin of thct gfliicrifl i<l(!ft 
woro H<^v()t ftlly v()t(!(l down, gtiiioriilly !»y liirgo 
tttnhvlilm. 

Oil moliouof 'Mr. i'VotoorMina., it wati 
now 

" OrJmul, TfiHf. Hio iwolulioii nuliiuilloil Ity 
Mr. IloH on flio yHtli I'Vilnuiiry, (<ij!;nlli<n' with llio 
rf'Mi)lut,k»iiMHUliiiilUo(l oil Mu) I2!>th of Jnnuiuy by 
Mr, Wiiy, 1(0 rofonod to ii H('Iool (/'oHiiniUoo of 
t'lirfooH ; Vrovidcd, fhiit Iho Hoiuito (loon not. 
«l«M)in It, noootninry, tiud thovoforo »l(>(;rni(iH, to ox- 
jiioHH in ndi/auoo «uy onhiloii, or to (ijivo niiy iii- 
•truoliou, cillutr ffononif or iinnoitlo, lor tlio ^\xvi- 
Anoo of tho iiaid CoiuniUtvo. 

April VMh. — 'Vha Biniuto procccddd to 
cl(3Ct by b:ill()t Huch Holoct Ooinmittco, which 
w/ia coiiipoficU m followa : 

Mr. Honry Dliiy of Ky. Chairman. 
MoBBre. DiokinBou of N. Y. Coopor of Vn. 

I'liclpfi of Vt. DowiiH of iM. 

HcUofTonn. KinffofAln. 

tJofls of Mich. Mttiiguin of N. C 

Wobiiior of MnBB. Muhou of Vn. 

Ucrriou of Oo. JirigUt of Ind. 

May 8t/i.— Mr. Oltvy, from said Oom- 
mittw," reported as follows : 

REPORT. 

Tho Sonato'B Committoo of tbirteon, to whom 
wore roforrod vnriouB vcsohitions rolftting to 
California, to other portiona of tho territory 
recently acquired by l^iO United Statea from 
the Republic of Mexico, and to other aubjocts 
connected with the institution of Slavery, have, 
according to order, had these resolutionB and 
Bubjeota under consideration, and bog leave to 
submit tho follow bg Report: 

The Committee entered on the discharge of 
their duties with a deep aenBe of their great im- 
portance, and with earnest and anxious solicitude 
to arrive at such conclusiona as might be satie- 
factory to the Senate and to the country. Most 
of tho matters referred have not only been eub- 
jected to extenaive and serious public diacuBsion 
throughout the country, but to a debate in the 
Senate itself, singular for its elaborateness and 
its duration ; so that a full expositioaof all ihose 
motives 'and views which, on several subjects 
oonfided to the Comxnittee, have determined the 
conclusions at which they have arrived, seems 
qnite unnecessaiy. They will, therefore, restrict 
ujemselves to a few general observations, and to 
Bome reflections which grow out of those sub- 
jects. 

Out of our recent territorial acqnisitiona, and 
in connection with the institution of Slavery, 
qu^tions most grave sprung, which, greatly di- 
viding and agitating the people of the United 
States, have threatened to disturb the harmony, 
if not to endanger the safety, of the Union, The 
Committee believe it to be highly desirable and 
necessary speedily to adjust ail those qnestiona, 
in a spirit of concord, and in a manner topro- 
duce, if practicable, general satiefaction. They 
think it would be unwise to leave any of them 
open and unsettled, to fester in the public mind, 
and to prolong, if not aggravate, the existing 
agitation. It hm been their object, therefore, in 
this Report, to make such proposals and recom- 
mendations Gs Tvould accomplish a general ad- 
joBtment of all these questions. 

Among the subjects referred to the Committee 
irhicb command their first attention, are the reso- 
lotiona offered to the Senate by the Senator from 



ToniKiHuoo, Mr. }M\. lly n provinlon in thft 
rmiluliou of (*oUKr<)«i) anmixinu; Tuxun to tho 
Uiiitdil HtutuH, )t ill <l<i()lnr(Hl Hint " now Ktnton of 
oouvouiont, ni/,0, not oxiumxlliig four in iiiiuiborv 
l>y tlio wmmuit of nnid Htii1(>, l»o foriniMl out of 
tlu) lorrilory thimuif, whioh nliiill bo ciifttlcil to 
adminHtoii^ under tlui provinlonn of tlio Fiulornl 
(/'oiuilitiiliiiii ! niid niKili KtntiiH niniidv bo formtul 
<iut of tliii.1. poi tUm of Hiiitl (*uril«ry lying Houth 
of .'ID' North Itititudo, ooininoiily known na 
llio fTiiiHouri (Join|iromiH() lino, thall bii (idiiiiMod 
into tlio Union with or wiMiout HInvory, mi tho 
|ioi;plu of oudi Ulato nuking' mliniMHion luiiy do- 
uiro." 

Tho Cduniiittoo nro unaniiiiouflly of opinion, 
that wlienevor one or inoro BtiitoH, forjued out 
of tho torrilory of Toxmi, not oxcooding fouij 
having Huflieiont population, with llio coniiont of 
ToxnH, limy apply to ho ndiiiilled into tlio Union, 
they ni'o tuitilloif to nuoh adiiiiHHion, lioyond all 
doubt, U])on tlio olonr, unnmliigiiotiH, and almoluto 
teriiiH ot llio Holoinu compact oontiiiiuid in tlio 
RoHoliition of Annexation adopted by CongrcBH, 
nnd aflsontod to bv Toxna. Hut, yvliilHt the Com- 
initteu concoivo tfiat tho right of admiBnion Into 
tho Union of any now State, cawed out of tho 
Territory of Toxna, notoxoccding thomiinbor spo- 
citlcd, and under Mio conditions atatcd, cannot bo 
juatly controverted, tho Coniniittoc do not think 
that tho formation of any now Stales eliould now 
originate with Congroafl. Tho initiative, in con 
forir.ity with tho uango which haa hitherto pre- 
vailed, should bo taken by a portion of tho peo- 
ple of Texts themselves, doairoub of constituting 
a now State with tho consent of Texas. And iu 
tho forinatioi; of »ii-ti new States, it will bo for 
tho people comnosing 't to decide for thomaelvcs 
whotner they will admit, or whether they will ox- 
cludo, Slavery. And however they may deoido 
that purely municipal ouostion, Congroea is bound 
to acquiesce, and to fiilflll in good faith the stipu- 
latiouB of the compact with Texas. Tho Commit- 
tee are aware that it hoe been contended that tho 
resolution of Congress annexing Texaa was un- 
conatitutional. At a former epoch of our coun- 
try's hiatory, there were those (and Mr. Jefferson, 
under whoao anapices the treaty of Louiaiana 
was concluded, was among thenij) who balieved 
that the States formed out of Louisiana could not 
be received into the Union without an amend' 
ment of the constitution. But the States of Loui- 
siana, Miasouri, Arkansas, and Iowa have been 
all, nevertheless, admitted. And who would now 
think of opposing Minnesota, Oregon, or new 
States formed out of the ancient province of 
Louisiana, npon the ground of an alleged original 
defect of constitutional power 7 In grave nation- 
al transactions, while yet in their earlier or in- 
cipient stages, differences may well exist; but 
when once they have been decided by a ccustita- 
tional m^ority, and are consummated, or in a 
process or consummation, there can be no other 
safe and prudent alternative than to respect the 
decision already rendered, and to acquiesce in it. 
Entertaining these views, a majority of the Com- 
mittee do not think it necessary or proper to re- 
ccmmend, at this time, or prospectively, any new 
State or States to bo formed out of the territory 
of Texas. Should any such State be hereafter 
formed, and present itself for admission into the 
Union, whether with or without the establishment 
of Slavery, it cannot be doubted that Congress will 
admit it, under the influence of similar considera- 
tions, in regard to new States formed of or oat of 
New-Mexico and Utah, with or without the insti- 
tution of Slavery, according to the constitutions 
and judgment of the people who compose them, 
as to what may be best to promote their happi- 
ness. 

In considering the question of the admission 
of California as a State lato the Union, a m^ori- 
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ty «f Uio (JoinmlttfM) oonocivo ihni nny irroKu- 
liU'liy, l»y wliloli llm(. HliitowflH orKnniKoil wiHumt 
Iho iiiovioKn nullioi'ity of nii iwt of Oiifrrm, 
vuam to lio ovorUntlmd, In ooiimiddrnlion of tlio 
onilMniou by (%)iiKit)*n to <iiitiiblinli tiny tdrritoiiiil 
KOvoriiiDOiit for ilio poonlo of Ollforiiin, nnd the 
ooiiHOqiumt lUHioimity wiiioU thoy woio uii»l(>r to 
oronio (I Kovorniiioiit. forlhoinHclvcn, bout ndniitod 
lo tliolr own waiitrt. Tluiro mo vnrloiin liiBtiuuxin, 
prior to tlu) onHO of (;aUfiinii<i, of tho lubnittniou 
of now Httitdii into llu) Union without any pro- 
vioUH aiithori/.ation by (JontridHn, Tho nolo oon- 
tlition roqniiod l)y tlio Conntiliition of Iho United 
Mtnlori, in roinioiit to (ho iidniiiiHionof iinow Hliito, 
Iv, tluit, it.'i oonntitntion HhnU bo ropublionn in 
form. Cdlifornift prononta m oli a <H)nntitiition ; 
nnd tlioro ifi no doubt of lior havinijj n groator 
populitlion limn that wliiuli, ncoonlinp; to tlio 
pniotloo of tho j;ovoinnH)nt, Iuih boon boroloforo 
doomed luilUcionl; to receive a now Stale into tlie 
Union. 

In roffdrd to tlio propoBod bonndnrica of Cali- 
fornia, tlio Connnittoo would have boon glad if 
tlioro oxifilod moro full nnd neourate ROdgraphi- 
Oal knowledge of tho territory which these bonnd- 
nrioH include. Thoro io reason to boliovo that, 
largo na they nre^ they ombraeo no very diopro- 
portionato quantity of land adapted to cultiva- 
tion. And It i8 known that they oontuin oxton- 
Bivo rnngOH of mountains, dcHorts of aand, and 
much utiproduotlvo soil. It might hnvo boon, 
porhapa, belter to hnvo nBsigned to CtUiforniu a 
moro limited front on tho I'acifio ; but oven if 
Oiero had been rcaorved, on tho elioro of that 
ocean, n portion of the boundary which it prcaenta. 
for nny other State or States, it la not very 
certain that an accosBible interior of BuHioient 
extent could have boon given to them to render 
an approach to the ocean, through their own lim- 
ite, ot very great importance. 

A majority of the Committee think that there 
are many and urgent concurring conaiderationa 
in favor of admitting Calil'ornio, with the pro- 
posed boundaries, and of Bocuring to her at this 
time the beuetits of a State government, if, 
hereafter, upon an increase of Tier population, a 
more thorough exploration of her territory, and 
an aacertuinment of tho relations which may 
arise between the people occupying its various 
parts, it should be found conducive to their con- 
venience and happiness to form a new State out 
of California, we have every reason to believe, 
from past experience, that the question of its ad- 
mission will be fairly conaidered and justly de- 
cided. 

A majority of the Committee, therefore, recom- 
mend to the Senate the passage of the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Territories, for -the 
admission of Califo-nia as a State into the Uniob. 
To prevent misconception, the Committee also 
recommend that the amendment reported by the 
same Committee to the bill be adopted, so as to 
leave incontestable the right of the United States 
to the public domain and other public property 
of Calitorniu. 

Whilst a majority of the Committee believe it 
to be necessary and properj nnder actual circnm- 
Btauces, to admit California, they think it quite 
aa necessary and proper to establish governments 
for the roaidue of the territory derived from Mex- 
ico, and to bring it within t^ie pale of the federal 
authority. The remoteness of that territory from 
the seat of the general government ; the disperaed 
Btate of its population ; the variety of races — pure 
and mixed— of which it conaista ; the ignorance 
of some of the races of our laws, language, and 
habits ; their exposure to inroads and wars of 
savage tribes ; and tho solemn stipulations of the 
treaty by which we acquired dominion over them 
— ^impose upon the United States the imperative 
obligation of extending to them protection, and 



of providbiff ftir thcin govommoiit nnd Inwn mult" 
nd to Iholr eoiidUion. Coiigronn will IHIl In tJio 
porforiiinneu of ii lilgh duty, If It do not nlv»< 
or nttciiipt to give to Ihcm, ihu benefit of nnah 
jir<ittiotion. government, and laws. Thoy nro not 
now, and for ft long tiino Ix) eoiiio may not. bo. pro- 
iiarod f<»* Htat»> governmoiit. Tho terrltorlnl 
toi'iii, for Iho proHent, la bet^tnnitod to their onndl- 
lion, A bill nan been i-oportvd by tho Coiiiinittoa 
<»ii Territorloa, «llvidiiig nil tho territory aeiiulriid 
from Mexico, not eomprohcnded wKliiii the limits 
of California, into two torritorlen, wndor tile nnmea 
of New-Mexieo nnd Utah, and proponing for oauti 
a territorial governmoiit. 

'J'lie (/Oinniitteo recommend to tho Sonnlo tint 
OHtabliHlimeiit of tlioao territorial govoriimontB ) 
and, in order moix) certainly to m o that dcHirfv 
hlo obioot, they also rooomineiKj that tho bill 
for their oHtabliahinont bo inoorporalod in the bill 
for the ndininnion of California, nnd that, united 
togollior, they both bo pnaBed. 

Tho eombination of tho two monaurea in tho 
aaino bill ie objected to on vnriouB grounda. It 
ia unid that they aro iiicongruoua, and have no 
neecfiiiary eonnootion with each other. A mt^jority 
of tho Committee think othei-wiso. The ohjoot 
of both meaauroB ia tho ofltabliahinoiit of iigovom- 
inont Buited to tho conditiona, riwpoetivoly, of 
tho propoBod now State nnd of tho new Torrito- 
rioa. Prior to their transfer to tho United Suitca, 
llioy both formed a part of Moxic >, whore they 
stood in equal rolationa to tho governniont of that 
republic. They were both coded to the United 
States by t!iO aamo treaty. And, in the aamo art 
tide of that treaty, tho United States migaf^ed to 
protect and govern both. Common in their ori- 
gin, common in their alienation from one for- 
eign government to another, common in their 
wants of good government, and oontorminoua in 
some of their boundaries, awl alike in many par- 
ticulara of phyaical condition, thoy have noarlv 
everything in common in tho relation in whicn 
they stand to tliereat of this Union. There is, then, 
a general fitncae and propriety in extending the 
parental care of government to both in common. 
If California, by a audden and extraordinary auff- 
mentation of population, hne advanced so rapidly 
as to nature tor herself a State Government, that 
furnishes noreason why the less fortunate Territo- 
ries of New-Mexico and Utah should be aboa- 
doned and left ungoverned by the United States, 
or should be dibconnected with California, which, 
although she has organized for herself a State 
Government, must, legally and conatitutionnllv, 
be regarded as a Territory until she ia actually 
admitted as a State into the Union. 

It ia further objected that, by combining the 
two measures in the same bill, members who 
may be willing to vote for on'>, and unwilling to 
vote for the other, would be placed in an embar- 
rassing condition. They would be c«>nstrain©d, it 
ia urgSi, to take or reject both. On the other hand, 
there are other members who would be willing 
to vote for both united, but would feel them- 
selves constrained to vote against the California 
bill if it stood alone. Each party finds in the bill 
which it favors something vrhich commends^ it to, 
acceptance, and in tho other something which it 
disapproves. The true ground, therefore, of the 
objection to the union of the measures is not 
any want of affinity between them, but because 
of the favor or disfavor with which they are re- 
spectively regarded. In this conflict of opinion, 
it seeina to a majority of the Committee that a 
spirit of mutual conceaaion enjoins that the two 
measures ahould bo connected t</gether — the ef- 
fect of which will be, that neither opinion wijl 
exclneively triumph, and that both may find, in 
such an amicable arrangement, enough of good 
to reconcile them to tho acceptance of the oom- 
biued measure. And aach e. course of legisla^ 



Uon In nof, i<C nil iiniinunl. Fnvr Inviro linvn ovdf 
pudtNl III wliloli tlioi'o woi'o nof, pnrtn lo wliidi 
nxoopiidii wnn (itkoii. It In iiiox|m<lloiit, i( not 
imnnn^Uonblo, to iio()nrAto tiiotio pnrlH, niid «)ni- 
liouy tlintn lii illntiiiot' biilH, no imi to n<i(iofninu(l«Ui 
Uio dlvomlty of opinion whli^li inny oxlnt, Tho 
OonHtltutlon of tho llnitod Htntxm oontnliioil in 
It n gront, vnriiity of provinloim, to ronio of wiilcli 
flvrioiin oltjfwtion wan mmlo in tho nonvoiitioii 
which ftirinod it, liy diiroront, inoinlioi-fl of tlirit, 
body ; nnd, when it wno nnbinitto<l to tho rnlifloii- 
Uon of rho Btnton, nonin of tiiotn oljootod to noinu 
[mi'tn^niid otiiom to othor pnrlfl, oftltonninn iniitrii- 
n)i<i:t. IIiul tiiono vnrionn pfU'tn nnd provinioiin 
boon flonnrntoly mitod on in tho convoiitioii, or 
nopnrntiuy niibinittod to tho pcoplo of tiie Unitod 
StntcA, it, in hy no inoniin cortnin thnr, tho Coiinti- 
tutlon iteolf would ovor havo boon ndoptod or 
rntiflod. Tlioso who did not liko pnrtiouhir pro- 
viflionu found coinponBation in other parta of it. 
And in nil unnoflof coiiBtituthni nnd laws, who n 
olUior iH prunontod no n whole, tho quoHtioii to 
bo dooidnd an, whcthor tho good whioh it contniim 
ia not of prontcr ninoiint, nntl onpnblo of noutrnliz- 
Ing nuy thing objootionnblo in it. And. nn nothing 
humnn in j)crfoct, for tho nnko of thnt imnnony (n» 
doflirnblo m aui-h a confodornoy na this, wo must 
bo rooonoilod to aocuro na inudh «h wo onn of Aviint 
wo winh, nnd bo ooneolod b^ tho rofliiotion tlmt 
what wo do not oxnctly liko is n friendly concoa- 
Bion, nnd ngrcoablo to tlioeo who, boing uiiitod 
with UB in a common dostiny, itia dosirnblc, 
should olwuya live with ua in peaco and con- 
cord. 

A mnjority of tlio Committoo have, thcroforo, 
been h ' 'o tho rccominondntion to tho Sonnto 
that tho vo mens urea bo united. Tho bill for 
oatnbliahi.ig the two Torritorios, it will be observ- 
ed, omita tho Wilmol proviao on tho one hand, 
ond, ou tho other, makea no provision for tlio in- 
troduction of Slavery into any part of the new 
Territories. 

That proviso hna been the fruitful source of 
distraction and agitation. If it were adopted and 
applied to nny Territory, it would cease to have 
any obligntoiy force as soon as euch Territory 
were admittea as a Stote into the Union. .There 
was never any occasion for it to accomplish the 
professed object with which it waa originally 
offered. This haa been clearly demonstrated by 
the current of events. California, of all the re- 
cent territorial acquisitions from Mexico, was that 
in which, if anywhere within them, tbe introduc- 
tion of Slavery r ja moat likely to take place ; and 
&e constitution of California, by the unanimous 
vote of her conventiou, has expressly interdicted 
it There is the highest degree of probability 
that Utah and New-Mexico will, when they come 
^0 be admitt^ as States, follow the example. The 
proviso ia, as to all those regions in common, a 
mere abstraction. Why should it be any longer 
insisted on? Totally destitute as it is of any 
practical import, it has, nevertheless, had the per- 
nicious effect to excite aericus, if not alarming, 
consequences. It is high time that the wounds 
which it has inflicted enould be healed up and 
closed. And, to avoid, in all future time, the 
agitations which must be produced by the conflict 
of opinion on the Slavery question, existing cs 
this institution does in some of the States, and 
prohibited as it is in others, the true principle 
which ought to regulate tho action of Congress 
in forming Territorial Governments for each 
newly-acquired domain, is to refrain from all 
le^sfation on the subject in the Territory ac- 
quired, so long as it retains the Territorial form 
of Government — leaving it to the people of such 
Territory, when they have attained to the condi- 
tion which entitles them to admission as a State, 
to decide for themselves the question of the allow- 
emoc or prohibition of domestic Slavery. The 



CNuninllloo boliovo tlmt (hoy omprons (ho niixloun 
(IcmUo of nil iniirioiinn unyoiity of tho pnopio oL' 
(ho UnitOil Hlntcn, wh<m (hoy doohno thai itia 
high tiino (hnt good fc.oUiig, hnrinoiiy, nnd (rn(<n-- 
iiiil afnidiiuiiit nlioiild bo ugniii revived, nnd (hut 
tho Oovoniniont nlionld bo nblo onoo nioco toi)io- 
ccod ill itHgi'ontopiirntlunn to pioniototho liniipi- 
noHH nnd proHpoiit.y of tho country, undinturljod 
by thill diHtrooting onuno. 

An for Oriliforuin— -fnr fconi flcohijr lu^r connl- 
bllit.y nIToiitcd by Imr boiiig nMBooinlcd with othor 
kindred inonnunin- she ouglit to rojolco nnd bo 
highly gnilillod (hnt. in entering lii(o (bo Union, 
Hho niny bnvo ouii(iiliiu(o(l to' tho (i'nn(|nilli(y niut 
hnj|>pliie()(i of (ho groat fninily of 8(n(eH, of whioli, 
it iH U( bo hoped, oho niny ono dny bo n di«tin- 
guinhud iiioimior. 

Tho Connnitteo beg letivo noxt to rojiort on 
tho Hubjoot of tho Nordioin nnd Wo8(ern bound- 
ary of Toxna. On that qucHtion a great divoi aity 
of o|)inioii him provniled. Accord ing to one view 
of it, tho woatorn limit of Toxno wna tho Nnecott; 
nccordiiig to onothor, it extended to tho Itio 
Qinndo, nnd atretched tVoin i(B mouth to its 
source. A miuoritj^ of tho Coinmit(eo having 
como to the coniilusioii of rocotnmeiiding nn umi- 
cnblo acljuadnont of tho boundnry with Toxna, 
nbatnin front oxprosHiiig nny opinion na to tho 
true nnd legitimuto westorn nnd northern bound- 
nry of that Stnto. '1 'lo torina proponed for such 
nn ndjuatmont arc contained in tho bill horowitii 
reported, nnd (hoy are, with ineonHidornblo varia- 
tion, the snmo as that reported by tho Committee 
on Territories. 

According to thcao terms, it is proposed to 
Texas that nor boundary bo recognized to tho Rio 
Gnindo, nnd up Ihntrivor to tho point commonly 
called El Pnao, nnd thence running up that river 
twenty miles, monsurod thereon oy a strniglit 
lino, and thenco cnstwardly to a point where tho 
hui.drcdth degree of west longitude crosses Red 
River ; being the southwest angle in the line de- 
signated between the United States and Mexico, 
and tho some nn;-^lo in the line of the territory set 
apart for the Indiuna by the United Statea, 

If this boundary be ossonted to hy Texas, 
she will be quieted to that extent in her title. And 
some may suppose that, in consideration of this 
concession by the United States, she might, with- 
out any other equivalent, relinquish any claim 
she bos beyond the proposed boundary ; that is, 
any claim to any part of New-Mexico. But, 
under the influence of sentiments of justice and 
great liberality, the bill proposes to Texas, for 
E-^r relinquishment of any aucn claim, a large pe- 
cuniary equivalent. As a consideration for it, 
and considering that a portion of the debt of 
Texas was created on a pledge to her creditors of 
the duties on foreign imports, transferred by the 
resolution of Annexation to the United States, 
and now received and receivable in her treasury, 
a majority of the Committee recommend the pay- 
ment of the sum of millions of dollars to 

Texas, to be applied in the first instance to the 
extinction of that portion of her debt for the re- 
imbursement of which the duties on foreign im- 
ports were pledged as aforesaid, and the residue 
in such manner as she may direct. The sum is 
to be paid by the United States, in a stock, to be 
created, bearing five per cent, interest annually, 
payable half-yearly, at the treasury of the United 
States, and the principal reimbursable at the end 
of foni'teen years. 

According to an estimate which has been 
made, there are included in the territory to which 
it is proposed that Texas shall relinquish her 
claim, embracing that part of New-Mexico lying 
east of the Rio Grande, a little less than 124,9^ 
square miles, and about 79,957,120 acres of land. 
From the proceeds of the sale of this land, tho 
United States may ' ultimately be reimbursecl a 



THE COMI'IKJMIHH OF 1«00. 



OS 



portion, if nrtt th« wbolo, of tlio nmount of wl»/it 
III lUiin iHopoiMKl lo 1)0 ixlvniiccd to To.Tnri. 

It onniiot I»n nntlol|(Hto(l (lint Toxrui will ilo- 
fliiiu) to iio(!0(ln to tliono liliorni proponitionn t but 
if nlio nliould.it \ni» \w iliiiliuotly uiidornl lod lliut 
tJio (itio of tlio (Iiiitod Slutcn to ony (oniloiy a»i- 
tjuinMl (W)iii Moxico oii/it of Uic Kio (jrnndu will 
Koinniii uniiopairod, luid in tlio imino condition nii 
if tlio in'<>|MiHiilH of n(\|uHtiii«iit now ofl'orod lind 
Movor boon nindo. 

A miJoiHv of tlio Ooniiiiittoo icooininond to 
tlio 8oniito tliiit tlio flOotJon oontiiining tlioHO pro- 

JiOHiiin to Toxdu nlinil bo incorponttod into tlio 
>ill oinbriioiiiK tlio iidniintiion of Ciilifoniia an n 
Ht/ito, iiinl tlio ofltubliHiiinont of torritoriiil jrovoiu- 
inont« for UUih and Now-Moxioo. Tlio ddlnition 
find oi;tiibliiiliinoiit of tlio boundary botwocu Now- 
Moxiuo and Tuxiih liavo an intininto and iiouon- 
nnry coiuiootion witb tlio OHtnbliHlimont of a tor- 
riti>r!ul govornmont for Wcw-Moxiiio. To form a 
territorial governinont for Now-Moxici), witlioiit 

t)ic«oiibiii(it tlio limitfl of Uio Torritorj[, would 
oiivo tlio work iinpurfoot and iiiooiniiioto, oiid 
might oxpoHO Now Auixi(!o to HoriouHcoiitrovoi«y, 
if iiot daiigorouB colllHionu, with tlio Stato of 
ToxiiH. And mmt, if not all, tho conaidorntiona 
whioli unito in favor of combining tho bill for the 
adinlHHion of Californiu na a 6tato and tho Territo- 
rial bills, apply to tho boundary quuBtion of Tox- 
«8. By the un;(7ii of tlio throe inonauroB, every 
quoatioii of difliculty and diviaion wliieli hae 
arisen out of tho territorial ncquieitioiia from 
Mexico, will, it ie hoped, bo a(\ju8ted, or placed 
in a train of aatlBfactory ai\ju8tmeut. Tho Com- 
uittoo, ovttiling thomaclvca of tho arduoua and 
valuable labors of tho Committoo on Territoriea, 
report a bill, herewith annexed, (marked A,) em- 
bracing those three menaurea, tho pasoago of 
which, uniting them together, they recommend 
to tho Sonatfl, 

The Committee will now proceea to the con- 
sideration of, ujd to report upon, the subject of 
persons owing service or labor m one State ea- 
caping into another. Tho text of the Constitution 
is quite clear: "No person held to labor or service 
in one State, under tlie laws tkerecf^ escaping into 
another, shall, in consequence of any law or regu- 
lation therein, be discharged from such service or 
labor, but shall, he delivered, vp on the claim of 
the party to whom such servico or labor is due." 
Nothing can be more explicit than this language 
— ^nothmg more manifest than the right to demo'^J, 
and the obligation to deliver up to the claimant, 
an;^ such fugitive. And the Constitution address- 
es itself alike to the States composing the Union 
and to the General Government. If, indeed, 
there were any diflfercnce in the duty to enforce 
this portion of the Constitution between the 
States and the Federal Government, it is more 
clear that it is that of tlie former than of the lat- 
ter. Bat it is the duty cf both. It is well known 
and incontestable that citizens of slaveholding 
States encounter the greatest difficulty in obtain- 
ing the benefit of this provision of the Conatitu- 
tion. 

The attempt to recapture a fugitive is almost 
always a subject of great irritation and excite- 
ment, and often leads to most unpleasant, if not 
perilous, collisions. An owner oi a slave, it is 
quite notorious, cannot pursue his property, for 
the purpose of its recovery, in some of the States, 
without imminent personal hazard. This is a 
deplorable state of things, which ought to be re- 
medied. The law of 1793 has been found 
wholly ineffectual, and requires more stringent 
enactments. There is especially a deficiency in 
the number of public functionanes authorized to 
afford aid in the seizure and arrest of fugitives. 
Vftrious States have declined to afford aid and 
cooperation in the surrender of fugitives from 
labor, as tho Committee believe, from a miscon- 



oDpKoii of tliolr duty, nriBing under tlio Conatitn- 
tion of tho lJnil«^d ntnton. It In true tlint n d«ui> 
flion of the Hii|irttnio Court of tho IJnitod Htntoti 
lina ^ivcu couittonnnow to (bvin iu withhoUUutf 
their nnfllntnuuo. But tho Committoo cannot nut 
boliovo that tho int«nlU)U of tliu Hupr«nic Court 
hnn boon niinuiidorsto<Nl. Tlioy cannot but think 
that that Court nioicly moniit that lawn of tho 
novornl Hlatcn, whioli crontoil (»belacles iu tho 
way of tlio miovory of fugltivoa, woro not ou- 
tliorixod by tho Constitution, and not that tho 
Htnto lawu (lifording fnoilitiiia iu tho recovery of 
fugitives woro forbiudon by that iiiMtruincut. Tho 
noii'iilavoholdinfi^ Btatos, whntover eyHipnthicK 
any of thoir citiBciii) may fool for persona who 
OHcnpo from other Htatca, oaniiot dinohariro thorn- 
HolvoH (\°om an obligation to onforcu the Constitu- 
tion of tho Uiiilod H^lntoa. All parts of tho instru- 
niont being depoiidciit ujjion, and coynootod witli, 
each other, ought to bo tairly and justly onforuofl. 
If sonic States may auok to oxonorato thoin- 
Bolvea from ono portion of tho Constitution, other 
Statoa may endeavor to ovado llio perforinnnco 
of t'lo other portions of it ; and thuH tho instru- 
ment, in Bonio of tho mout important proviaionn, 
might become inoperative nnu invalid. 

But, whatever may bo tho conduct of indivi- 
dual States, tho duty of the General Government 
is perfectly cleor. Thot duty ia, to omcnc' tho 
exi«ting law, and provide an offootmd remedy for 
tho recovery of fugKivcs from aervico or labor. 
In devising eucli a remedy, Congrosa ought, 
whilst, on tho ono hand, aecuring to the owner 
the fair restoration of his property, effectually to 
guard, on tho other, ogaiiist any abuses in tho ap- 
plication of that remedv. 

In nil cases of arrest, within a State, of poraona 
charged with offenses ; in all casca of the pursuit 
of fugitives from justice from ono State to an- 
other State ; in all cases of extradition, provided 
for by treaties between foreign powers — tho pro- 
ceeding uni ormly ia summary. It hue never 
been thought necessary to apply, in cases of that 
kind, the foms and ceremouiea of a final trial. 
And, when that trial does take place, it is in the 
State or country from which the porty has fled, 
and not in that m which ho h6& found refuge. By 
the express language of tho Constitution, whether 
the fugitive is held to service or labor, or not, is 
to be determined by the laws of the Slate from 
which he jkd ; and, consequently, it is most pro- 
per that the tribuLsls of that State should ex- 
pound and adminiat'^r its own laws. If there 
have been any instanv-ea of abuse, in the errone- 
ous arrest of fugitives from service or labor, the 
Committee have not obtained knowledge of them. 
They believe that none have occurred, and that 
such are not likely to occur. But, in order to 
guard against the possibility of their <jccurrence, 
the committee have prepared, and herewith re- 
port, a section, (marked B,) to be offered to the 
fugitive bill now before the ^Senate. According to 
this section, the owner of a fugitive from service 
or labor is, when practicable, to carry with him 
to the State in which the person is found a record 
I from a competent tribunal, adjudicating the fact 
of elopement and slavery, with a general de- 
scription of the fugitive. This record, properly 
attested and certified under the official seal of the 
com't, being taken to the State where tho person 
owing service or labor is found, ia to, be held 
competent and sufficient evidence of the facta 
which had been adjudicated, and will leave no- 
. thing more to be done than to identify the fugi- 
tive. 

Numerous petitions have been presented pray- 
ing for a trial by jury, in the case of arrest of 
fugitives from service or labor in the non-slave* 
holding States. It has been already shown that 
this would be entirely contrary to practice and 
uniform usage in all similar cases. Under the 
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'tiMn« of n populnr niid ohortithfld iniilUtitlon— nn 
Ixiditntlnn, hoWMv<ir, iiov6r n)>)>)U)<) In mum of 
umlliiiUiniy itromitHlinK, nnd only In oiiRon of 
flnitl trlnl — lh«ro w^tiltt bo » ooinploto niooUory 
of juntldo, 1)1) far vJt tho ownor of tlio ftif^Uivo 1« 
oonoflriieu. If llio tWnl by Jury bo adiniltod, U 
would draw nftoi- it iln unuid (lonnrqucnooM ; of 
coidiininnoo fW)ni tinio to tirnn, to brliif; ovidonoo 
flrom vllHlaiit pinm ) of hoooiiu or now trinin, in 
onno« wlioi-o tlio Jury Ih hunff, or tho yoidiotlu 
not n«Ido ; and of rovmnin of tho vordlot nnd con- 
duct of (ho jurloH by coni|)otont tribuua' i. Dur- 
ing? tho proKioHB of all (bono dibttory nnd OK[)on- 
«ivo i/i-oooodincM, what Hconrlly la thcro aa to Iho 
ouetody and forthcooiinpf of tho fUxlflvo upon 
thoir termination 7 And if, tlually, tho olniinaut 
nhoubl bo nuocoHnfuI, contrary to what hnpponn 
in ordinary litigation liotwoon froo ponionii, ho 
would bavo to bonr all tho burdonn and cxpcnflrh 
of tlio litiffation, without iiidomuity, and would 
learn, by nnd oxpcrionco, that ho had by far t)ot- 
tor abandon hia right in tho finit inntaiioo, than 
to oslabliAh it nt nuoh unroinunoratcd coat and 
hon\ y Hftorilloo 

l)ut, whilat tho Oomniittco ooncoivo that a trial 
by jury in a 8ti.lo whoro a futfitivo from Borvico 
or fabir is recaptured, would uo a virtual denial 
of juBtioo to tho claimant of Buch fugitivo, nnd 
would bo tantamount to n positive refusal to oxo- 
onto tho provision of tho Constitution, the same 
objootions do not apply to such a trial in tho iStato 
from which ho flod. In tho slavoholding States, 
full justice is administered, with entire fairnoes 
and impartiality, in cases of all notions tl)r free- 
dom. Tho person claiming hia freedom is allowed 
to suo in fc ma pauperis; cou- ael is assigned 
him ; time is allowed him to collect his witn<ieacs 
and to attend tho sossione of tho court; and bis 
claimant is placed under bond and security, or is 
divested of tlto poaecssion during tho progress of 
the trial, to insure the enjoyment of these privi- 
k-gos ; and,. if there be any leaning on tho part 
of courts and juries, it is always to the side of 
the claimant for freedom. 

In deference to tho feelings nnd prejudices 
which prevail in nou-slaveholding States, tho 
Committee propose such a trial in tlie State from 
which the fugitive fled, in all cases whore he de- 
clares to the officer givin»» the certificate for his 
return that ho has a right to bis freedom. Ac- 
cordingly, the Committee have pre|>ared, and 
report nere with, (marked C), two sections which 
they recommend should be incorporated in the 
fugitive bill, pending m the Senate. According 
to these sections, the claimant is placed under 
bond, and required to return the fugitive to that 
county in the State from which ho fled, and there 
to take him before a competent tribunal, and al- 
low him to assert and establish his freedom, 
if he can, affording to him for that purpose all 
needful facilities. 

The Committee indulge the hope that if the 
Fugitive bill, with the proposed amendments, 
efaaJl be passed by Congress, it will be efiectnal 
to secure the recovery of all fugitives from ser- 
vice or labor, and it will, remove all causes of 
complaint which have hitherto been experienced 
on that irritating subject. But, if in its practi- 
cal operation it shall be found insufficient, and if 
DO aaequote remedy can be devised for the res- 
toration to their owners of fugitive slaves^ those 
owners shall have a just title to indemnity out 
of the Treasury of the United States. 

It remains to report upon the resolutions in 
relation to Slavery and the Slave-Trade in the 
District of Columbia. "Without discustiing the 
power of Corigi-esa to abolish Slavery within tho 
District, in regard to which a diversit^y of opin- 
ion exists, the Committee are of opinion that it 
ought not io be abolished. It could not be done 
Tritnoat indispensable conditions, which ore not 



llUoly to \h) agrood U». It could not bo dono wltli- 
out oxoUbig groat npprohonnlon and aliinn In tho 
Hlavo Hlftlcfl, If tho power wore oxcrolHod with- 
in thin lllnlrlot, Wwj would apprahond llint. undDf 
some protoxt or nnotlicr, it ntlght Ixinviftcr bo 
nttcmptod to bo oxorciHod wllblu tiionliiroholding 
S(aten. It Is true that, at proiwnt, all nuch power 
within thono Stntcn in abniint unnnimously <lina- 
vowed and dinnlninuid in ho Kroo Htnlos. iJut, ox- 
poricnco in )iubli(i .itTairn Iimh too oncn shown 
that whoro thcro in a dcniro (o <lo a patticular 
thing, tliu power to nccompllHh It, nooner or later, 
will I 0 found or nHHuiued. . 

Nor does tho number of Hlavivi within Iho Dis- 
trict make tho abolition of Slavery nn object of 
any mich oonnoqufico as aiipcars to bo altnchod 
to d, in nomo parts of tho Union. Since tliorotro- 
coflsion of Aloxandiia county to Virpiuia on tho 
south sido of tho Potomac, llic District now con- 
aistn only of Wnshlnglon county on the north 
aide of that river ; and tho rolurils of Iho dcoon- 
nnry enumeration of the people of Iho United 
Stales show a rapidly progressing docroaso in 
tho number o" smves in WuHhinglou county, 
Acoording to thn cciibuh of ISUO, the number wn« 
4,50r>;and in 1810, it was reduied to ; show- 
iiifj a reduction in ton years of nearly ono-third. 
If it should continue in the same ratio, tlio num- 
ber, according to tho census now about to bo 
taken, will bo only a littlo upward o*" two thou- 
aaud. 

IJut n majority of the Commiltco think differ- 
ontly in regard to the Slave Trad*^ within tho 
DiHtrict. By that trado is mcai't tho introduc- 
tion of slaves from adjacent States into tho Dis- 
trict, for sale, or to bo placed in d6pOt for tho 
purpose of subsequent sale or transportation to 
other and distant markets. That trade, a majori- 
ty of the Committee aro of opinion, ought to be 
abolished. Complaints have always existed 
against it, no loss on the part of members of 
Congress from the South tiinn on the part of 
members from the North. It is a trade some- 
times exhibiting revolting spectacles, and one in 
which the people of the District have no inter- 
est, but, on the contrary, are believed to bo de- 
sirous that it should bo discontinued. Most, if 
not all, of the slaveholding States have, either in 
their constitutions or by penal enactments, pro- 
hibited a trade in slaves as merchandise within 
their respective jurisdictions. Congress, stand- 
ing in regard to this District, on this subject, in 
a relation si. ^ilnr to that of the State Legislatures, 
to the people of the States, may safely tollow the 
example of the States. The Committee have pre- 
pared, and herewith report, a bill for the aooli- 
tion of that trade (marked D), the passage of 
which they recommend to the Senate. This bill 
has been tramed after the model of what tho law 
of Maryland was when the General Government 
was removed to Washington. 

The views and recommendations contained in 
this report may be reeapitulated in a few words : 

1. The admission of any new State or States 
formed out of Texas to be postponed until they 
shall hereafter present themselves to be received 
into the Union, when it will be the duty of Con- 
gress fairly and faithfully to execute the com- 
pact with Texas, by admitting such now State or 
States ; 

2. The admission forthwith of California into 
the Union, with the boundaries which she has pro- 
posed ; 

3. The establishment of territorial govemmeflts, 
without the Wilmot Proviso, for New-Mexico 
and Ut^ih, embracing ail the territory recently 
acquired by the United Stotes from Mexico, not 
contained in the boundaries of California ; 

4. The combination of these two last-mention- 
ed measures in the some bill ; 

5. The establishment of the wesiorn and north* 
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cm bouixlnrlnn of Toxnn, nn<l tlio oxoliinioii IVom 
hor }tinn(li(itl(ni of (ill N«iw-M<>xi(;i>, vvidi (lio 
Bvniil to Toxno of ft iMioiiiiiiuy oqiiivnloiit ! ntid 
ilio iiooliou lor that iiaipdMo Utlm hwiniunnUMl in 
Uio bill ndiiiiUiiiK California and (iHlnbliMliln^r Inr- 
rltorial j^ovornmontu for Utah and Now-Mcx- 
ico i 

ti. M(uo olfoiitnnl oanotinontn of law to aooino 
tlio prompt. doUvory of porMOUii bonnd to norvi(!o 
or labor In ono Hl(vto, iindor Iho lawn tlusroof, 
wlio OHoapo into anolhur Htaio : and, 

7. Al)Htainin({ from aboliHhliiK Hlavory; but, 
under a hoavy ponally, probibilin)' tho tilavo-tradu 
in tho Dititriotof CVaunbia. 

If luusb of tlioiio Bov'jral inoaaiiron bb roquiro 
IcKiidalion idiould bo oarriod <ait by auitablo aota 
oi ConKroBB, all controvoraicH to wbich our lato 
territorial not^uinitionB liavo givon riHO, and all 
oxiiUinfif qucHtiona connected with the inntitution 
of Slavery, wholhor reuniting' from thono acnulifi- 
tioiiH, or from itti oxifilenco in tho Stntca ana the 
I>i«triet. of (Jolumbia, will bo amicably Hottled 
and acyuHted, in a manner, it, is confidently be- 
lieved, to givo f^onoral Baliafaelion to an (tvor- 
whelminR aiajonly of the people of the United 
Stales. CongroBb will have fulflUod ita whole 
duty in regard to the vaat country which, hav- 
ing boon ceded by Mexico to tho United States, 
has fallen under their dominion. It will have 
c\tendod .o it protection, provided for jfa aoveral 
parts tho ineatimablo bleaaing of free and regular 
government, adapted to tlieir various wants, and 
I)lacod tho whole under tho banner and tho flag 
of tho United States. AToeting courageously its 
clear and entiro duty, Congress will eseapo tho 
unmerited reproach of having, from considera- 
tions of doubtful policy, abandoned to an nndo- 
Bcrvod fate territonea of boundless extent, with a 
sparse, incongruous, and alien, if not unfriendly 
population, speaking difTcront languages, and 
Jiccustomed to different laws, whilst that popula- 
tion is making irresistible appeals to tho new 
sovereignty to which thoy have been transferred 
for protection, for government, for law, and for 
order. 

The Committee have endeavored to present to 
the Senate a comprehensive plan of acfjustmcr.t, 
which, removing all causes of existing excite- 
ment and agitation, leaves none open to divide 
the country and dieturb the general harmony. 
The nation has been greatly convulsed, not by 
measures of general policy, "but by questions of 
a sectional chpracter, and, therefore, more dan- 
gerous, and more to be deprecated. It wants re- 
pose. It love« and cherisnes the Union. And it 
IS most cheering and gratifying to witness the 
outbursts of deep and abiding attachment to it, 
■which have been exhibited m all parte of it, 
amidst all the trials through which we have pass- 
ed, and are passing. A people so patriotic as 
those of the United States, will rejoice in an ac- 
commodation of all troubles and difficulties by 
which the safety of that Union might have been 
brought into, the least danger. And, under the 
blessing of that Providence who, amidst all vicis- 
situdes, has never ceased to extend to them His 
protecting care, His smiles, His blessings, they 
will continue to advance in population, power, 
and ^prosperity, and work out triumphantly the 
glonouB problem of man's capacity for Belt-gov- 
ernment. 



The Senate proceeded to debate from day to 
day the provisions of the principal bill thus 
reported, commonly termed " the Omnibxis." 

June 28th. — Mr. Soul6 of Louisiana moved 
that all south of 36° 30' be cut off from Cali- 
fornia, and formed into a territory entitled 
South California, and that said territory 
5 



" filiBll, Tilion roady, lil>l«, nntl willln/f to bo- 
coino a Mlato, and cloiiorviiig to bo hiioIi, bo nd- 
mittod rA\U or without Hlavory, aa the poopio 
thereof nhall doniro, and niako known through 
their <7onHtStUfloii." 

Thia wiiM lojcotod : Yeas 19 (uU HoutUorn); 
Nayrt M. 

J III If 1 Ofh. — TluMliHcunRSon wiw iiitAfrruptwl 
by tho doath of rioHidont 'J'aylor. iMilliird 
Fillmoro Hucccodcd to tlio I'nwidoncy, and 
William II. King of Alabama w.-a clioacn 
I'rcHiddsnt of ilm Hcnato, pro tempore. 

Jutij ICttfi. — Tho bill \vm reported to the 
Senate and amended flo m to pubfltitnlo " that 
Congreaa shall make no law eatabliHliing or 
prohibiting'' Slavery in tho new U^rritoric8, 
instead of " in respect to" it. Yeas 27 ; 
Nnys 25. 

Mr, Howard moved to add ai tho end of 
the 37tli section : 

f> 

" But neither. Slaverj' nor involuntary eorvi- 
tudo shall bo allfnvod in cither of the Territorioo 
of Now-Moxico or Utal', except on legal oonvio- 
tion for crinu^." 

Whicb was nc/jatived j Yeas and Naya not 
taken. 

July 1*1 tk. — The Senate resumed the con- 
sideration of the "Omnibus bill." 

Mr. Benton moved a change in the pro- 
posed boundary between Texas and New- 
Mexico. Rejected : Yetvg 18 ; Nays 36. 

Mr. Poote moved that the 34th parallel of 
north latitude be tho northern boundary 
of Texas throughout. Lost : Yeas 20 ; 
Nays 34. 

July l^tk. — ^Mr. King moved that tht; 
parallel of 35** 30/ be the southern boundary 
of the State of California. Rejected : Yeas 
20; Nays 37. 

Mr. Davis of Mis<jis8ippi moved 36° 30'. 
Rejected : Yeas 23 ; Nays 32. 

July 23d. — Mr. Turney of Tenn. moved 
that the people of California be enabled to 
form a nerv State Constitution. Lost : 
Yeas 19 ; Nays 33. 

Mr. Jeff. Davis of Mississippi moved to 
add : 

" And that all laws and usages existing in said 
Territory, at the date of its acquisition by the 
United States, which deny or oDstruct tho right 
of any citizen of the United States to remove 
to, and reside in, said Territory, with any species 
of property legally held in any of the States of 
this Union, be, and are hereby declared to be, 
null and void." 

This was rejected : Yeas 22 ; Nays 33. 

YEAS^FoT Davis's amendment : 
Messrs, 



Atchison. Mo. 
Barnwell, S. C. 
Bell, Tenrt. 
Berrien, Ga, 
Butler, S, C. 
Clemens, Ala, 
Davis. Miss. 
Dawson, Gr. 
Downs, La. 
Houston, Texas, 
Hunter, Va. 



King, A1&. 
Mangum, N. 0. 
Maeon, Va. 
Morton, Fla^ 
Pratt, Md. 
Rusk, Texas, 
Sebastian, Ark. 
Soul6, La. 
Tumey, Tenri. 
Underwood, Ky. 
Yulee, Fla.— ^. 



NA YS— Agaimt Vavh'n amcmlment : 

Mo«Hiii. Hiultfor, N. (/'. Fo(»fo, MIhh. 

ItaUlwiii, €onii. (Irooiio, It,. I. 

lUinton, Mo. JInUi, N. If. 

Ih-iulltiiry, Mo, llnnilin, Mo. 

Uriirlit, IihI. •loiimi, lowii, 

V,nm, Mloli. Millor, N. J. 

(y'liMHo, Ohio. Nonin, N. U, 

(JIftilto. It. I. l*<)(ir<!(), M(l. 

(M(iy, Ky. How/ud, N. Y. 

<Joonm\ Pn. Hliioldn, 111. 

Duvin, Mnnit. HiuiHi, Conn. 

Dmyton, N. J Spnuuioo, Dol. 

DioMiimtu, N. Y. Hlurgeoii, Va. 

I)(nl|^(), Wiiio. irnliiun, Vt. 

l)i>(W»), lowiv, WnloH, Dol. 

Fololi, Mioli. Wnlkor, Wiao. 
Whltoomh.Iiid.— aa. 

Jultj Mth. — Mr. Riusic moved tliut tlio 
Rio Qvftiulo dol Norto bo tho woatorii bound- 
ary of Toxaa throughout, hs dofiiiod m hor 
statute of limits. Rejected : Yeas 1.8 (all 
Southern) ; Nays 34 (i)oyglaa not voting). 

Juhj 25«/t. — Mr. Halo moved that tho true 
boundary of Texas be aeccrtftincd and con- 
formed to, without prejudice on account of 
anything contained in this bill. Rejected : 
Yeas 23, Nays 30. 

Mr. Benton moved an amendment intended 
to exclude from Texas every portion of New- 
Mexico. Rejected : Yeas 16 ; Nays 38, 

Jvlij 2C<A, — Mr. Seward moved that 
New-Mexico bo admitted as a State into 
the Union. Rejected : Yeas 1 (Seward) ; 
Nays 42. 

Jvdij 29</t. — Mr. Dayton of N. J. moved 
that the true northern boundary of Texas be 
ascertained and settled by an amicable suit 
before the Supreme Court. Rejected : Yeas 
18 ; Nays 34. 

Mr. Mason of Virginia moved that the pro- 
posed commissioners to settle the boundary 
of Texas be aathorized, in case the true legal 
boundary be found impracticable, to agree on 
and fix a convenient compromise boundary, 
Lost, by a tie : Yeas 29 ; Nays 29. 

Mr, Turney moved that no pecuniary coo- 
sideration be given for any change from the 
rightful boundary of Texas. Rejected : Yeas 
20 ; Nays 31. 

July 30<A. — Mr. Walker of Miss, moved 
that this bill do lie on the table. Lost 
Yeas 25 ; Nays 32. 

Mr, Dawson of Ga, now moved the fol- 
lowing additional section : 

" And be it further enacted, That, until such 
time as the boundary line between the State of 
Texas and the territoiy of the United States be 
agreed to by the Legislature of the State of 
Texas and tho government of the United States, 
the Territorial government authorized by tbw 
act shall not go into operation east of the Rio 
Grande, nor shall any State bo established for 
New-Mexico, embracing any territory east of the 
Bio Grande." 

This prevailed by the following vote — 30 
to 28 — and gave the death-blow to the 
"Omnibus Bill." 



YEAS -For Ihwmti's amcmlment: 



MoffoiH. AfiOilnou, 

HiirnwoH, 
JioU, 
llunion, 
Uiillor, 

V.hvy, 

('l(IUI(3nM, 

Coopcir, 

Diiviii, Mifin. 

DdWMon, 

Dickinnon, 

Dodgo, Iowa, 

DownH, 

li'<»oto, 



irountou, 

Huulor, 

Joncii, 

Kinif, 

Man|.;iun, 

Mhiiou, 

Morfon, 

I'lMilim, 

I'rall, 

.Uiiiik, 

Hobiiiitlftu, 

Houlo, 

Stur(,foon, 

Tunioy, 

YuUhw-IIO. 



NA YS — Against Dawson's amendment : 

MoosrH. IJnlilwiu, Ilninlin, 

IJoiiton, Millor, 

IJradbury, Nonin, 

Uright, roiuoo, 

Ch»H0, Soward, 

Olarko, Shields, 

llaviR, Mass. Smith, 

Dayton, Spnuinoo, 
Dodgo of WifiO, Underwood, 

Dou{;hu3, Unham, 

Ewing, WftlcB, 

Folch, Walker, 

Grooao, Whitcomb, 

Halo, Winthrop— 28. 

Mr. Bradbury's amendment, thus amend- 
ed, prevailed by a similar vote : Yeas 30 ; 
Nays 28. 

[It provided for the appointment of com- 
missioners to determine, in connection with 
commissioners to be chosen by Texas, the 
Northern boundary of that State. J 

lull/ 31s?. — Mr. Norris of N. H. moved 
to strike from the bill the words, " nor estab- 
lishing nor prohibiting African Slavery" 
(which words deny to the Territorial Legis- 
latures the power to establish or prohibit 
Slavery) . Carried : Yeas 32 ; Nays 20. 
(Nays all Southern, but Ewing of Ohio and 
Whitcomb of Ind. — Cass, Clay, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Douglas, Seward, etc., in the 
affirmative.) 

Mr. Pearce of Md. now moVed to strike 
from the bill so much thereof as provides a 
Territorial Government for New-Mexico, 
and for settling the boundary between her 
and Texas. Carried : Yeas 33 (including 
all the opponents of a compromise, whether 
from the North or the South, and all those 
averse to paying Texas ten millions of dol- 
lars for relinquishing her pretensions to ab- 
sorb New-Mexico, with some who would 
not vote in this conjunction for the portions 
of "the Omnibus" severally disapproved of;) 
Nays 22 : 

YEAS-— For breaking up "the Om,nibus" : 

jjlcssrs. Baldwin, Hunter, 

Barnwell, Mason, 

Benton, Miller, 

Berrien, Morton, 

Butler, Pearcs, 

Chase, Phelps, 

Clarke, Seward, 

Davis, Mass. Shields, 

D&vis, Miss. Smith, 
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J}aytmi, 
1)(mI(i;o, WiflO. 

(Jroouo, 
I liilo, 



Honio, 
'rurmiy, 
TJinIorwood , 
Ui)limn, 
WiiloM, 
"W(»llmr, 
Wiiillirop, 



NA YS — Against hrcakinp; up " the Oiii- 
nilim" : 



Mconra. AUiliiiiou, 

Oftiui, 
Cl.iy, 
(Mmnoiin, 
l>awH0ii, 
DiokinHon, 



lloiinton, 

JollOB, 

Kin/,', 

Norrin, 
rnilt, 
Uimk, 
Hebiiotian, 



Dodj^o of lowft, Spnmiico, 
DovviiB, Sturgeon, 
Footo, Whit<jomb~22. 

Mr. Pcarcc moved a subatituto for the 
Bcctiona eo stricken out. 

Mr. rialo moved that the bill be postponed 
indefinitely. Negatived : Yeas 27 ; Naya 32. 

Mr. Douglas moved an amendment to Mr. 
Pearco's substitute, providing that the Ter- 
ritorial Government thereby provided for 
>Tew-Mexico shall not go into operation 
nntil the boundary of Texas bo adjusted, 
liost : Yeas 24 ; Nays 33. 

Mr. Turney of Tenn. moved that the bill 
be indefinitely postponed. Lost : Yeas 29 ; 
Nays 30. 

Mr. Underwood of Ky. moved to strike 
out so much of Mr. Pearce's substitute as 

Sostponed the organization of a Territorial 
Government in New-Mexico to the 4th of 
March ensuing. Lost : Yeas 25 ; Nays 32. 

Mr. Ynlee moved to strike out so much 
of said substitute as provided for the ap- 

g ointment of coromisgioners to settle the 
oundary between Texas and New-Mexico, 
and with it the section just struck at by 
Mr. Underwood. Carried : Yeas 29 ; 
Nays 28. 

Mr. Chase now moved that the bill be 
postponed indefinitely : Lost ; Yeas 28 ; 
Nays 29. 

The Senate now refused to adopt Mr. 
Pearce's substitute as amended : Yeas 25 ; 
Nays 28. 

Mr. Davis of Miss, moved a new boundary 
line for Utah, which was rejected : Yeas 22 ; 
Nays 34. 

Mr. Walker moved to strike out all that 
remained of the bill except so much as pro- 
vides for the admission of California : Lost; 
Yeas 22 ; Nays 33. 

Mr. Phelps of Vt. moved the indefinite 

Sostponement of the bill : Lost : Yeas 28 ; 
rays 30. 

Mr. Atchison of Mo. moved to strike 
out so much of the bill as relates to Califor- 
nia : Lost by a tie ; Yeas 29 ; Nays 29. 

Mr. Winthrop of Mass. moved a recon- 
fsidezatjoa of this vote : Carried ; Yeas 33; 
Nays 26. 



Mr. Cl»;tneim of Alabama movod that tho 
bill bo |)()Htr>oni!d to thu next wiHiiioa : Jjuut ; 
YeaH 2f) ; NayH 30. 

Mr. AUiIuHouV, r<,M!onHidoro<l motion, to 
Htrike Oalifornia it}\t rtf tho bill, now pro- 
vailed : Yodfl 34 ; NuyH 25. 

The bill being now rwluood so ns Ut pro- 
vide morely for tho orgiuiization of tho Tor- 
tory of Ufjih, Mr. JDoug'ns propoBod \o 
amend ho an to make ilo soutliorn boundnry 
tlio parallel of 30" 30' inHkuul of 38*^ north 
latitude : IjOfit ; Yens 20 ; (all Bontliorn 
but DiokinHon of N. Y. and DougluB of 
II1.| NavH 27 ; (all Northern but Bpruanco 
and Walcfi of Deluwaro — Mr. Clay not pres- 
ent^. 

After some further attempts to amend, 
adjourn, etc., the bill, providing only for the 
organization of tho Territory of UUih, was 
passed to its third rea<ling : Yoaa 32 ; Nays 
18. [Nays all Northern but Hell of Ten- 
nessee.] 

Aug. let. — Said bill passed its third read- 
ing witlvout a division. 

Mr. Dougloa now calletl up the origin^ 
bill providing for the admission of Califorw 
nia, which was again made a special 
order. 

Aug' 2nd. — Mr. Foote of Miss, again 
moved " that the line of 36° 30' be the 
southern boundary of said State : Lost ; 
Yeas 23 (all Southern) ; Nays 33. 

Aug. 6th. — Mr. Turney moved " that the 
line of 36'' 30', commonly known as the Mis- 
souri Compromise line, be, and the sama 
hereby is, extended to the Pacific ocean-" 
He proposed to admit California with one 
representative, on her assent, by convention, 
to this boundary ; rejected : Yeas 24 (all 
Southern); Nays, 32 (including Benton, Un- 
derwood, Walker, Spr uance, and Wales, 
from Slave States ; tlio rest Northern). 

Various motions to adjourn, postpone, etc., 
were now made and voted down ; fiaally, 
the Senate was, by the withdrawal of Souto- 
ern Members, left without a quorum, and 
adjourned. 

Aug^ 1th. — The game of moving to post^ 
pone, adjourn, etc., consumed all this day 
also. 

Meantime (August 5th), Mr. Prarce of 
Md. had introduced a bill to settle the 
Northern and Western boundaries of Texas, 
(a part of the old overturned " Omnibus,") 
which was also sent to the Committee of 
the Whole. 

Aug. 6th. — President Fillmore sent a 
Message announcing that Gov- Bell of Texas 
had notified the Government of his deter- 
mination to extend the authority and juris- 
diction of Texas over all New-Mexico east 
of the Eio Granda The President consid- 
ers himself bound to resist this pretension 
— if necessary, by force — does not believe 
anything would m effected by commission- 
ers to m^xiBt th& boundary, the ikcts id 



tho cftHO aro «lroft<ly gonorully mmlorHtood, 
l)ut intiinaleH that — ' 

*' Tho Odvoriinioiit of tho Unitotl Htnlon would 
bcjuHllilod, hi iiiy opinion, in »llimlug(ui indoiu- 
»i(,y Toxan, nut nnrondoimblo oroxtrnvnf^itnt, 
hut fair, ll))oi'(il, iind nirurdod in ii. Junt uimd ol 
acuouunoiinUuii." 

Ho urgoH Oongrcea not to iM^journ without 
AOttling tluH buuiul»ry qiu^tioii, tiud mya : 

" I think no ovont would ho linilod with moi-o 

firntitllonUon by the i)uo|>lo of tlu> United Stotoo 
inn tlio fiinionblo n(\iiiHtnioiit of (juuutiouH of 
diilloultjr whioli Jmvo now for « hmu timo apfi- 
tntod tJio oountiy, (iiid ocioiipiod, to tliooxoliiHion 
of other Hubjuota, tliu timo niid attention of Con- 

The Texofj bouiuliiry bill being now put 
nhoiul of the bill admitting California, Mr. 
Dayton moved (Aug. 8th), that Texnn be 
required to code her public landa to the 
United States in conaideration of tho pay- 
ment to her of -Ull 0,000,000 herein given her 
for tho relinquialimont of her claim to New- 
Mexico. After the United States ehnll 
have bcci. repaid tho $10,000,000 out of 
the proceeds of these lands, tho residue to 
revert to Texaa : Rejected; leas 17 (all 
Northern) ; Nays 32. 

Aug. 9th.— Mr. Underwood moved that 
the Northern boundary of Texas run due 
east from ? point on the Eio Grande, twen- 
ty miles above El Paso, to the Red River 
of Louisiana : Rejected ; Teas 24 ; (all 
Northern, but Wales, Spruance, and Under- 
wood ;) Nays 25. 

Mr. Mason of Va. moved the giving up 
to Texas of all New-Mexico east of the Rio 
Grande : Lost : Teas 14 ; iVaya 37. 

Mr. Sebastian moved that the (New- 
Mexican) Territory, surrendered by Texas in 
pursuance of the provisions of this bill, shall 
be admitted in due time as a State, with or 
without Slavery, as its people may deter- 
mine : Rejected : Teas 19 ; (all Southern but 
Dodge of Iowa ;) Nays 29 — (including Bad- 
ger of N. 0., Cass and Dickinson — Clay 
absent — Douglas, who voted just before and 
just after, did not vote on this.) 

The bill was now engrossed : Teas 27 ; 
Nays 24 ; and finally passed : Teas 30 ; 
Nays 20. 

Aug. 10th. — The California bill was now 
taken up. Mr. Tnlee of Fla. moved a sub- 
stitute, remanding California to a territorial 
condition, and limiting her southern bound- 
ary : Rejected ; Teas 12 (all Southern) ; 
Nays 35. 

Mr. Foote moved a like project, cutting 
ofiF so much of California as lies south of 
36 deg. 30 min., and erecting it into the 
territon' of Colorado : Rejected ; Teas 13 
(ultra Southern) ; Nays 29. 

Aug. 12th. — Still another proposition to 
Bmit California southwardly, by the line of 
36 deg. 30 min., was made by Mr. Turney, 
and rejected : Teas 20 (all Southorn) ; Nays 
30. After defeating Southern motions to 



ailjourn, poHtpono, and lay on tho table, tho 
bill wiifl ciuriwiscd for a third reading: 
Y.iiiVH iVA ; (all th« HnuutorH frouj Fre« Hiatos, 
with Doll, Denton, UouHton, Bpruaiico, 
WiiloH and Underwood;) Nayij 19; (all 
from Hhivo Statcfj. Mr. Clay (itill aliMont-— 
endeavoring to rontoro hiH failing lunvll.h.) 

Aug. llith. — Tho California bill pnsaod 
itH third reading : Teas M ; Nnya 18 ; (all 
Southern.) 

Aug. iMh. — Tho Senato now took up tho 
bill organizing tho Territories of New- 
I.tcxico and U tah, (as it waH originally re- 
ported, jirior to its inclusion in Mr. Clay'a 
" Omnibus.") 

Mr. Chose of Ohio moved to amend tho 
bill by inserting : 

" Nor filinll thoro bo in miid Territory oillior 
Slavery or involuntary norvitudo, otliorwiHO tlmn 
in tho punitihmont of crimes whereof tlio party 
Bhali have been duly eonviotod to have wooa 
peiBonally guilty." 

Which was rejected : Teas 20 ; Nays 25. 

YEAS— For Prohibiting Slavery: 
MoBHra. IJoldwin, Hninlin, 



Brndbury, 
Bright, 
Clioso, 
Cooper, 

DivviB, of Mass. 
Dodge, of Wieo. 
Poloh, 
Greene, 
Hale, 



Miller, 
Norria, 
Pholps, 
Shields, 
Smith, 
Unhnm, 
Walker, 
Whitcomb, 
Wintbrop— 20. 



I^IAYS — Against Prohibiting Slavery: 

Mosars. AtoiaiBon, Hunter, 
Badger, Jonea, 
Bell, King, 
Benton, Mangum, 
Berrien, Maaon, 
Caaa, Morton, 
Davis of Miss. Pratt, 
Dawson, Busk, 
Dodge of Iowa, Sebastian, 
Downs, Soule, 
Foote, Sturgeon, 
Houston, Underwood, 
Tatea-as. 

The bin was then reported complete, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Aug. 15th. — Said bill had its third read- 
ing, and was finally passed : Teas 27 ; 
Nays 10. 

[The Senate proceeded to take up, con- 
sider, mature, and pass the Fugitive Slave 
bill, and the bill excluding the Slave-Trade 
from the District of Columbia ; bat the 
history of these is but remotely connected 
with our theme.] We return to the House. 



Aug. 19th — ^The several bills which we 
have been watching on their tedious and 
dubious course through the Senate, having 
reached the House, Mr. William J. Brown 
of Ind. moved that they be taken off the 
Speaker's table, and made the special order 
for to-morrow : Defeated ; Teas 87 ; Nays 
98. 
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Mr. AHlurnui of Mtm. ihimIo a fiirnilnr 
motion, which wiu) likowiHo hiniton : Totm 
94 ; Nayii »4. 

'2Hl/i.—Thv\ California bill waB Uxkm 
up, mu\ iwioo, and coininittoil. 

The 'IVxhh l)ill coining up, Mr. Ingo of 
Ala. objdcUid t{» it, and a votxj wius talcon On 
ita rojoctiou : Youb 5)4 ; .Nays 1(>8 ; bo it 
wan not rejected. 

Mr, Itoyd of Ky. moved to amend it ro 
OH to create aind dofino thereby the territo- 
ricH of Ncw-Moxico and Utah, to bo Blfc.vo- 
holding or not m their people shall dcter- 
mino when thoy ehall come to form State 

Sovernmcnla. [In other worda, to i!j)pcnd 
10 bill organizing tho territory of New- 
Mexico to tlio Texas bill.] 

Mr. Meado of Va. raised tho (pication of 
order ; but tho Speaker ruled tho amend- 
ment in order, and his ruling was eustained 
by tho House : Yoaa 122 ; Nays 84. 

Aug. 29th. — Tho Texas bill was taken 
np. Mr. Clingman of N. 0. moved to 
amend so as to limit California by tho line 
of 36 deg. 30 min., and establish the Terri- 
tory of Colorado. 

The Speaker ruled this amendment in or- 
der, and the House sustained him — 122 to 
67. 

Mr. McClcrnand of 111. moved *.he bill to 
the Committee of the Whole, to which Mr. 
Root of Ohio moved to add Instructions, to 
exclude Slavery from all the Territory 
acquired from Mexico, eost of California 
(which had already taken care of itself). 

Sept. 2n(l. — This bill was, by a two-third 
vote, made a special order henceforth. 

Sept. 3rd. — Mr. McCIernand withdrew 
his motion, (and Mr. Root's fell with it). 

Sept. M.—Mx. E. M. McLane called the 
Previous Question, which was seconded, and 
the main question ordered. — Yeas 133 ; Nays 
68. 

The bill was then committed ; Teas 101 ; 
Nays 99. 

Mr. Walden of N. T. moved a reconsider- 
ation. 

Mr. Root moved that this do lie on the 
table : Yeas 103 ; Nays 103. The Speaker 
voted Nay ; so the motion was not laid on 
the table. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed : Teas 
104 ; Nays 101. The House then refused 
to commit : Teas 101 ; Nays 103. 

Mr. Clingman's amendment, creating the 
Territory of Colorado out of Southern Cali- 
fornia and Utah, was now defeated : Yeas 
69 ; Nays 130. 

Mr. Boyd's amendment was then beaten : 
Yeas 98 ; Nays 106. 

Mr. Boyd mOved a reconsideration, which 
prevailed : Teas 131 ; Nays 75. 

Mr. Wentworth of HI. moved to commit 
the bill, with instructions to provide for the 
exclusion of Slavery from all the territory 
ceded by Mexico : Lost : Teas 80 ; Nays 119. 



Mr. Tombfi of (in. having mov(hl, m m 
auHMidmdnt t,o Mr. Boyd's, that tho CouHti- 
tution of ilio Unite<I Btates and Huoh utiUutes 
thereof uh may not bo locally inapplicable, 
and the common law an it oxiuti;(l on tho 
4th of July, I77G, nhould bo tho oxclu!}lvo 
lawfl of tiaid territory, until allerod l>y Iho 
proper authority, it was voted down : 
Yeiw 6f); Nays li]2. 

Mr. Boy<l'B amendment prevailed : Ycna 
107 ; Nayfl 99. 

Tlie question wan now taken on tho en- 
groHHment of the bill, and it was defeated ; 
Yoaa 99 ; Nays 107. 

Mr. Howard of Texas moved a recon- 
Bidcration. 

Tho Speaker decided it out of order, tho 
bill having already been once reconsidered. 

Mr. Howard appealed, and tho House 
overruled the Speaker's decision : Yeas (to 
sustain) 82 ; Nays 124. 

Tho vote rcjecving tho bill was recon- 
Bidered : Yeo^ 1 22 ; Nays 84. 

Mr. Howard again moved tho Previous 
Question, which was seconded, and the Main 
Question ordered : Yeas 115 ; Nays 97 , 
and the bill was ordered to a third reading : 
Yeas 108; Nays 98. It was then passed 
(as amended on motion of Mr. Boyd) : Yeaa 
108 ; Nays 97. 

Sept. 1th. — ^The California bill now came 
up. Mr. Boyd moved his amendment al- 
ready moved to the Texas bill. Mr. Vinton 
of Ohio declared it out of order. The Speak- 
er again ruled it in order. Mr. Vinton ap- 
pealed, and the House overruled the Speaker : 
Yeas (to sustain) 87 ; Nays 115. 

Mr. Jacob Thompson of Miss, moved to 
cut off from California all below 36" 30' : 
Rejected: Yeaa 76: Nays 131. 

The bill wat now ordered to a third read- 
ing : Yeas 161 ; Nays 57, and then passed : 
Yeas 150 ; Nays 56 (all Southern). 

The Senate bill organizing the Territory 
of Utah (without restriction as to Slavery) 
was then taken up, and rushed through the 
same day : Yeas 97 ; Nays 85. [The Nays 
were mainly Northern Free Soi men ; but 
some Southern men,-for a difierent reason, 
voted with them.] 

Sept. 9tk. — ^Tbe House having returnefl 
the Texas Boundary bill, with an amend- 
ment (Linn Boyd's), including the bill or- 
ganizing the Territory of New-Mexico 
therein, the Senate proceeded to consider 
and agree to the same : Yeas 31 ; Nays 
10, namely : 

Messrs. Baldwin, Conn. Ewing.Ohio, 
Benton, Mo. Hamlm, Me. 
Chasie, Ohio, Seward, N. T. 
Davis, Mass. Upliam, Vt - 
Dodge, Wise. Winthrop, Mass. 

So all the bills originally included in Mr. 
Clay's "Omnibus" were passed— two of 
them in the same bill— after the Senate had 
once voted to sever them. 



70 



THK aTlU;«ar*H FOU HLAVIJUY ItUSTUIOWON. 



Thcwi ftotH ar« HubHl,uiiiial)y ua foUowH : 

ADMlSaiON Oh' OAMKOUNIA. 

An Aot for tlio nilmlDiiloii of th« Htnto of Onlironiln 
into tlio IJiilnn. 

Whrrea*, Hio iiooitlo of C/nlifoniin Imvo pro- 
loiitud a CouHtihiuoii and nukod luiiniwiioii into 
Uu) Unioii, wliicli ouiiiitUiUioii wna (iiiluniUdd tu 
OuMK>«fl(i by tlio I'roir lout, of tho Uirtitfd Ntdtcw, 
hy iiioimiiKO, diitod FobruHrv I'Mh, IHfiO, whitih, 
oil duo oxiiiniuntioii, in found to bo ropiibliuiut in 
Ita form of govoriiiiiont — 

JJc, it enacted by the tfcnntc and House of Hep- 
rmv.ntntivc» of tnc United {^tatcK of Americn 
in Canftrenii ammhUul, 'Vhnl tho St/Uo of ('(ili- 
foriiift fthnll bo ouo, nnd in hoi t>by doidnrod to bo 
Olio, of tho Unitud tjtntuo of Ainurion, iiiid nd- 
luittud into tho Union on nn n(|UHl fooling witli 
Uio origi. 'd SIntoB, in nil rcHpootfl whntovcr. 

Sko. "i. And Itc it further enacted, ThnI; until 
tho UopioflontiiUvott in CongrosB Bhnll bo npnor- 
tionod according tonn nutuiil onimiorutioa ot tho 
jnhabitaiitA of tlio United 8tatcH, tho Stuto of 
CHlifuriiin Bhnll bo ontitlod to two roproaontntivoo 
In CoiigrcHS. 

Skc. 3. And he it further enacted, Tlmt tho 
anid State of California in admitlod into tho 
Union upon tho oxpresu condition that tho poopio 
of enid ainto, through their Icgialttturo or other 
wiao, BhoJl never interfere witli tho primary dia- 
poaol of tho nublio lands within ita liiiiit-s, nnd 
ohnll pasa no law, nnd do no act, whereby tho title 
of tho United States to, nnd right to diapoao of. 
tlio aamo, eliall bo iinpairotl or questioned ; and 
they shall no ver lay any tax or aBsoeement of any 
description whataooTOf on tho public domain 
of the United Statca ; and in no cnao ahall 
non-reaidout proprietors, who are citizens of 
tho United iitutcs, bo taxed higher than rosi- 
douta ; and that all tSo navigable waters within 
tho said State ehrll bo common higbwaya, and 
for ever free, as well to the inhabitants of 
liaid State as to tho eitizens of the United States, 
without any tox, duty, or ijupoot therefor: 
Provided, that nothing herein contained shall 
bo construed as recognizing or rejecting the 
]pro{>08itione tendered by the people of Cali- 
loraia as articles of comjpact iu the ordinance 
adopted by tho C'onveutioa which formed the 
constitution of that State. 

Approved, Sept. 0, 1(160. 



THE TEXAS BOUNDAHr. 

An Aet proposing to the State of Tezaa the establiah- 
ment of faer Northern and Western BouiidaTies, tlie 
reliDqoialiment by the said State of all territory 
claimed t>y ber exterior to said boandaries, and of 
all her claima upon the United States, and to eatab- 
lish a Teiritorial Qovernment for Netr-Uexico. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
re»entatives of the United States of America 
■in Congress assembled, that the following propo- 
sltioDS shall be, and the same hereby are, offered 
to the State of Texas ; which, when agreed to by 
the said State, in an act passed by Uio General 
Assembly, shall be binding and obligatory upon 
. the United States, and upon the said State of 
Texas : Provided, That said agreement by the 
said General Assembly shall be given on or be- 
fore the first day of December, eighteen hundred 
and fifty. 

First.—TUhe State of Texaa will agree that her 
boundary on the North shall commence at the 
point at which the meridian of one hundred de- 
grees west from Greenwich is intersected by the 
parallel of thirty-six degrees, and thirty minutes 
north latitude, and shall run from said point due 
west to the meridian of ono hundred and three 
degrees west from Greenwich ; hence her bound- 
'sry shall ran due south to the thirty-second de- 
fpree of north latitude ; thence on tho said parallel 



of thirty-two dOKiooa of north lutitud«»^> thoKIo 
lli av<» d«l I'lorto j and tliDiuio with the channel of 
fiaid river to tho Gulf of Moxlco. 

t^ceond.—'l'Ui) Ht nU) of Toxan oodon to tho 
United States all her ohiiinri to territorioii oxto- 
rior to tho liinitn and boundaricH, which alio 
agitH^rt to oHlnliliiih by tho tiiHt nrticio of tlila 
ii(.;r(i(miont. 

Third.—TUvi Stuto of Toxaa rcliiiauiaho.i nil 
olaiin unon tlioUiiitod Stnleii for llnbility for tho 
d('liln of Toxuti, and for conntoiifuition or iiidoiii- 
nity for tho Hiinoiulcr to tho Uiiilod StuUmof hor 
i!hii)ii, fortu, (uHoiiala, ouHtoni houHCH, ouMtoiu- 
hoiino lovoiiuo, nrina and inunitiomi ot war, and 
piililio buildiiif'ii, with thoir aitoH, which bocaino 
tho property of tho United Stntoa at tho tinio of 
tho Aniioxiitioii. 

Tho Uiiilod Htnlos, in connidoratiou 
of anid oatabliHliniont of bunndartoa, coanion of 
chiinirt to territory, and l elinquiHliniont of claima, 
will pay to tho Stuto of Toxna the aum of ton 
niilliona of dollars, in a etock bouring flvo per 
cent, iiitorcat, nnd rcdcoinablo at tho ond of four- 
toon yonru, tho iiitorest payable huU'yonrly at tho 
Tro/iaury of the United Stntcn, 

/''(/>//..— Iminodiatoly ofler tho Proaidont of tho 
United Statca ahall have lieon furnialicd with nn 
uuthontic copy of tho act of tho general aBaoinbly 
of Tox/is, accepting thoao propositioiiH, ho ahull 
cauHO tho stock to bo isfluod in favor of tho Stoto 
of Toxna, aa provided for in tho fourth article of 
thia ngrceniciit. 

Provided aho. That no more than five millions 
of said stock ahull bo issued until tho creditors of 
tho State, holding bonds and other certificates 
of stock of Texas, for which duties on importn 
wore Bpooinlly pledged, shall first file, at tho 
troaaury of tlie Unitea States, roloasea of all claims 
against the United States for or on account of 
said bonds or certificates, in such form aa ahall 
bo jproscribed by the Secretary of tho Treaamy, 
and approved by tho President of the Unitea 
States. 

OBGANIZATION OP NEW-MEXICO. 

The second section of this act enacts, that all 
that portion of tho territory of the United States, 
bounded as follows, to wit : beginning at n point 
on the Colorado river where the boundary line 
of the republic of Mexico crosses the same ; thence 
eastwardiy with the said boundary line to the 
Rio Grande ; thence following the main channel 
of said river to the parallel of the thirty- 
second degree of north latitude ; thence eastwardiy 
with said degree to its intersection with the one 
hundred and third degree of longitude west from 
Greenwicb; thence north with said degree of 
longitude to the parallel of the thirty-eighth de- 
gree of north latitude ; thence west with said 
parallel to tho suj^mit of tho Sierra Madre ; 
thence south with tiia crest of said mountains to 
the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude; 
thence west with the said parallel to its intersec- 
tion with the boundary line of the State of Cali- 
fornia ; thence with the said boundary line to tho 
place of beginning, be, and the same is hereby, 
erected into a temporary governmeiit by the 
name of the Territory of New-Mexico ; Provided, 
That nothing in this act contained shall be con> 
strued to inhibit the Govemmeut of the United 
States from dividing said Territory into two or 
more territories, in such manner and at ench 
times as Congress shall deem convenient and 
proper, or from attaching any portion thereof to 
any other Territory or State ; Providedfurther, 
That when admitted as a State, the said Territory, 
or any {portion of the same, shall bo received into 
the Union, with or without Slavery, as their 
Constitution may prescribe at the time of their 
admission. 

The eighteenth section onacte, that tho pro- 
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vUtlflnn nf (Iiin not, bn nunnoiulod until the Iiouiid- 
nry botwnon tlio riiiKod ntaton uuO tlio Htnto of 
'iVixim bIiuU l»o iu\|ufit(!(l, and wlion bucIi m\Innt- 
moid, iiliikll havo biioii omKitod, llio PiTn'uUint. of 
f lic (Jnitod HI litem nhidl iiiiuto Idii proidniiiut ion 
dwdru'in(r tliift «<it to lio in full foroo nnd opi-ni- 
tion, n)i(dl pronood to (ipiioiul, tlio otuoorn 
lioi'oin provided U* ho ftppoinlod for tlio nnid 
Territory. 
Aliprovoil Bo|it. U, 1850. 

OKtUNIJIATION or UTAH. 

An Act: to ontnbUnli n Torriturlnl Qovommcnt ( i 
Utidi. 

Jic it CHuctcd by tka Senate and Home of h ,- 
prcnentathxs of the United kitatcK of Amcncn in 
ConfficBS mtu'emliledj Tlint, nil tlinf, p/irt of tho 
Territory of tijo United Htatco included witliiu 
tho following liinitc, to wit: bounded on tho went 
bv tho Htuto of Cftliforniiv, on tlio iiortli by tho 
T^erritory of Oregon, on tho onHt by Iho muiunit 
of tho lloeky MountniiiH, nnd on tho south by tho 
thirty-Hovonth pnrnllel of nortli latitude, bo, nnd 
ti«o anmo m hereby, created into n toinpornry 
Kovornmtat, by tho nnmo of tho Territory of 
ITtnh ; nnd, whou admitted as n Btnto, tho onid 
Territory, or nny portion of tho pnmo, shnll ho 
recoivou into the ITnion, with or without Shive- 
ry, 08 their constitution may prcHcribo nt tno 
time of their ndmiaaion : Provided, That notliing 
in this net contained Bhnll bo construed to pro- 
hibit the govennnont of tho United States from 
dividing said Territory into two or moro territo- 
ries, in such manner and nt such timo na Con- 
gress shall doom convenient ond proper, or from 
nttnching nny portion of said Territory to nny 
other State or Territory of tho United Slates. 

[The net proceeds to provide for the appoint- 
ment of a territorial governor, secretary, raar- 
ehul, judges, etc., etc., and for tlio election of a 
council of thirteen, and a house of representatives 
of twenty-six mombors ; also for a delegate in 
Congress. All recognized citizens to be voters.! 

The governor shall receive an auuaal solary of 
fifteen hvmdred dollars as governor, and "one 
thousand dollars as superintendent of Indian 
aflairs. The chief justice and associate justices 
shall each receive nn annual salary of eighteen 
hundred dollars. The secretary shall receive an 
annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. The 
said saloiies shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the 
Treasury of the United States. The members of 
the legislative assembly shall be entitled to re- 
ceive each three dollars per day during their at- 
tendance at the sessions thereof, and three dol- 
lars each for every twenty miles' travel in going 
to and returning from said sessions, estimated 
according to the nearest usually traveled route. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the le- 
gislative power of said Territory shall extend to 
all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent 
•with 3ie Constitution of the United States and 
the provisions of this act ; but no law shall be 
passed interfering with the primary disposal of 
the soil ; no tax snail be imposed upon the pro- 
perty of the United States; aor shall the lauds 
or other property of non-residents be taxed 
higher tlian the lands or other property of resi- 
dents. All the laws passed by the leitfislative as- 
sembly and Governor shall be submitted to the 
Congress of the United States, and, if disop- 
proved, shall be null and of no effect. 

Sec. 17. And be it furt/ier enacted, That the 
Constitution nnd laws of tlie United States are 
hereby extended over, and declared to be in 
force in, said TeiTitory of Utah, so far as the 
same, or any provicion thereof, may be applica- 
ble. 

ApproTod Sept. 0, 1850. 

[We have omitted several matter-of-course pro- 
Tisions.] 



XIV. 

TUIC KANflAH-NKIIHAHKA flTlUJdlOI.K. 

Out of ilio ] jOuini(ina 'I'orriton'y, miw. tlw 
lulmiHHioii Ih-Ht of Louiniinia iiiid i\\m of Mm- 
Bouri ivs Hliivo St,al(!fl, llioro lind I)(H',ii fornuKl 
lh(i Tcri"it,ori(!3 of ArkiuiHiwi, Iowa, nnd M,u»- 
iiOHota: ih() fli'Ht without, and tin; twootlioia 
with, Oong-'OHHionai inhibition of Slavery. 
ArlfttiisoH, in duo cohi-hc, hecanio a Shvvc,, 
and Iowa a Free, StJi(« ; MiinicHola wiw and 
i { following Buroly in tho track of Iowa. Tho 
destiny of ono tier of StaU;H, frontin|i^ upon, 
and westward of, tho MiasiHsippi, wiui thuB 
Rctthid, What Hhoiihl be the fato of tho 
next tier? 

Tho region lying immediately westward of 
Missouri, with much territory nortli, as well 
as a more clearly defined district south of 
it, wag long since dedicated to tho uses of 
tho u\ borifjines — not merely thoso who had 
originally inhabited it, but the tribes from 
timo to time removed from the States east- 
ward of the Mississippi. Very little, if any, 
of it was legally open to settlement by 
Whites ; and, with tho exception of the few 
and small military and trading posts thinly 
scattered over its surliice, it is probable that 
scarcely two hundred white families were 
located in the spacious wilderness bounded 
by Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota on the 
east, the British, pos-sessions on the north, 
the crest of the Rocky Mountains on the 
west, and the settled portion of New-Mexico 
and the line of 36° 30' on the south, at the 
time when Mr. Douglas first, at the session 
of 1852-3, submitted a bill organizing the 
Territory of Nebraska, by which title the 
region above bounded had come to be vague- 
ly indicated. 

This region was indisputably included 
within the scope of the exclusion of Slavery 
from all Federal territory north of 36° 30', 
to which the South had assented by the 
terms of the Missouri compact, in order 
thereby to secure the admission of Missouri 
as a Slave State. Nor was it once inti- 
mated, during the long, earnest, and search- 
ing debate in the Senate on the Compromise 
measures of 1850, that the adoption of those 
measures, whether together or separately, 
would involve or imriy a repeal of the Mis- 
souri Eestriction. We have seen in our last 
chapter how Mr. Clay's original suggestion 
of a compromise, which was substantially 
that ultimately adopted, was received by the 
Southern Senators who spoke on its intro- 
duction, with hardly a qualification, as a vir- 
tual surrender of all that the South had ever 
claimed with respect to the new territorieti. 
And, from the beginning to the close of the 
long and able discussion which followed, 
neither friend nor foe of the Compromises, 
nor of any of them, hinted that one efiect of 
their adoption would be the lifting of the 
Missouri restriction from the territory now 



covorcd Ity it. WIhmi Mio OomproinlmiH or 
iHftO woro iicwii>t«(l ill IHfia by tlui Nii- 
tioiiiil ()(»nvonti()i)n of tlio two Kicut piirlicH, 
M a mjlUoiiHiiit of tlio (llHtriiot/nig (lonliio- 
voi'HV tJi(n-<Mn «;oiit<»nnltit(^(i, no liiiifc wivh 
added llmt, Mio ^itbruHlcn rogion wiui opoiunl 
Uiortiby, to Hlnvory, 



Bcivdial pot'dioiw for \\w organ izivtiou of 
a Ton-i(<»ry wofitward of Mimiouri and Jowa 
•WPro |)ui««i>t,od at tho Hcroion of lBf)l-2, but 
iiu diM;iHivo action tnUcu titorcon until tlio 
next HC'HHiou, when, 

J)rc. mh.—Mr.W.y. Hall of Mo., pur- 
Buant to notice, Hu(>inittc(l to the I Touho a 
bill to orgttniKC the Territory of I'latth, 
which mw read twice, and Hent to the Doin- 
mitteo on 'rorritoyico. From that (Jom- 
mittw), 

Feb, 2(1, 18r»3.-.Mr. W. A. liiclmrdflon of 
111. roportcil a bill to organize) the Territory 
of Nbhua«k,v, which was read twice and 
connnittod. 

Feb. 9^/t. — The bill was ordered to be 
taken out of Committee, ou motion of W. 
P, Hall. 

Feb. IQth. — The bill was reported from 
the Committee of tho Whole to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr- Richardson moved the previona ques- 
tion, which prevailed. 

Mr. Letcher of Va. moved that the bill do 
lie on the table : Lost ; Yeas 49 (mainly 
Southern) ; Nays 107. 

The bill was then engrossed^ read a third 
time, and passed ; Yeaa 98 ; Nay."? 43, (as 
before), 

Feb. 11th.— The bill reached the Senate 
and was referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 

Feb. l^tk.—Mr. Douglas reported it with- 
out amendment. 

March. 2nd. — ^(Last day but one of the 
session), Mr. Douglas moved that the bill be 
taken up : Lost : Yeas 20 ; (all Northern 
but Atchison and Geyer of Mo.) ; Nays 25 ; 
(21 Southern, 4 Northern). 

March 3rd. — Mr. Donglaa again moTed 
that the bill be taken up. 

Mr. Borland of Ark. moved that it do lie 
on the tabitt : Carried : Yeas 23 ; (all South- 
ern but 4;) Nays 17; (all Northern but 
Atchison and Geyer). So the bill waa put 
to sleep for the session. 

On tLo motion to take up — Mr. Eusk of 
TejMa objecting — ^Mr. Atchison said : 

"I must ask the indulgence of the Senate to 
eay one ward in relation to this matter. Perhaps 
there is not a State it the Union more deeply in- 
terested in this question than the State of Mis- 
eoari. If not the largest, I will aay the best, 
{portion of that Territory, perhaps the only por- 
tion of it that in holf a century will become a 
State, lies immediately west of the State of Mia- 
sonri. It ia only a question of time, whether 
we will organize the territonr at this session of 
Congrees, or whether we will do it at the next 



flfwilon I and, for my own pm t, T fUtlcuMvclod^ff 
now lluit, nn tho Hoiintur IVoin lllinoln wnll kuovr a, 
wlieii I <inino to Miin citv, at Iho ho)('>i'>'"K "'''ho 
liint noHnioit, 1 wivh imviiap* nn nttvuli upponcd t«> 
tho proponilioii, nil tho Hoiiiilor from Toxiin now 
til. 'I'liu Kdiintor (Voiii lowii known it ; iintl it wan 
for rrdHotif whirh J will not now maiition or miff- 
'/fvnt. Hut, iiir, I hnvo from roll(><i(loii nnd iiivon< 
tiiratioi) ill my owiv iiiiiid, iiiid fi'iiui tlio opiiiloim 
of othoi'M — my <;oiiMlitiiiiiiln, ttIioho opiiiioiin I am 
bouiiil to roHpiKit— i;oino to tlio <ioii(;liini<in that 
HOW i t tlici tiHio for tho <^rglll^i•/.nvlon of tliin 'I'or- 
rilory. It in tho uiimt i)r(>j|)itiouHtiino. Thofrou- 
(ioii ivitli Iho varliiiin liiiiuiu triboH, t)io <illon to 
wlioHo (loMHoiwioim iniidt ho oxlin((uiHh<)il, oiiu 
hotter lu< initdo mm thiiii ut nny fittiiro tiiiio ; for, 
im tho (pioiitloti ill (if^itdtod, mid iIH it in inidor* 
ntooil, >vhito inoii, npooiiliitoi'fl, will int(U'|Hmo, und 
InlortViio, (iiid tho longor it in pofltponcd tho more 
wo will hdvd to four from thoin, nnu tho moro dirtl- 
cult it will ho to oxtiiuruUih tho Iiidi'in tilUiiii that 
oouutry, «inl flio hnrilor tho tormti to ho inniOHcd. 
Thorotoro, Mr. Prdiiidcntj for ttiiartidHoii, without 
f^oiiip into dotnil, I am v/iUinff now Ihiit tho quoo- 
tion flhiill ho token, whether w« will proceed to 
the conaidoration of tho bill or not." 

The meaning is here diplomatically voiletl, 
yet is perfectly plain. Gen. Atchiaon had been 
averse to organizing tliia Territory until ho 
could procure a relaxation of the Missouri 
llcstriction as to Slavevy ; but, seeing no 
present hope of this, ho was willing to 
waive the point, and assent to an organiza- 
tion under a bill silent with respect to 
Slavery, and of course leaving the Missouri 
Restriction unimpaired. 

Gen. Pierce was inaugurated President 
on the 4th March, 1853 ; and, in his Inaugu- 
ral Address, referred to the discussions con- 
cerning Slavery and the Compromises of 
1850 in the following terms : 

" I believe that involuntary servitude, aa it ex- 
ists in different States of this confederacy, is re- 
cognized by the Constitution. 1 believe that it 
stands like any other admitted right, and that the 
States where ite.xistsareentitledtoefficientreme' 
dies to enforce tho constitntional provisions. I 
hold that the laws of 1850, commonly called tho 
" Compromise Measures," are strictly constitu- 
tional, and to he unhesitatingly carried into effect. 
I believe that the constituted authorities of this 
Republic ore bound to regard the rights of the 
South in this respect, as they would view any 
other legal and constitutional right, and that the 
laws to enforce them should be respected and 
obeyed, not with o reluctance encouiaged by ab- 
stract opinions as to their propriety in a diflforent 
state ot society, but cheerfully, and according 
to the decisions of the tribunal fd which their ex- 
position belongs. Such have been, and are, my 
convictions, and upon them shall I act. I fer- 
vently hope thnt the question is at rest, and that 
nosectional, or ambitious, or fanatical excitement 
may again threaten the durability of our institu- 
tions, or obscure tho light of our prosperity." 

The XXXIIId Congress assembled at 
Washington, Dec. 5th, 1853, with a . large 
Administration majority in either House. 
Linn Boyd of Ky. was chosen Speaker of 
the House. The President's Annual Mes- 
sage contained the following allusion to the 
subject of Slavery : 

" It is no part of my purpose to give promt- 
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ikViWn f« nny finl\i<wh whloh iimy pi-oi'oi ly l)0 ro- 
ffmilnd Hfi nol. nl; rout by tlio (loliliomln juilpniont, 
of [loonlo. Hut, wliiln tlid niytnoiit, irt Itri^^lit 
with iiroinind, niiil (lin fiitino i'lifl of (l(>inniul niid 
luduflonUMilii f(ir (ho oxoniino of cM5iiv« into!- 
HnotKio, Uio imnt onii noviir lio williotit nmiM Im- 
mum «>1 fulinoiiltioii niul imilriuillon. Ifilrtdan- 
KOiM iiorvo u<t». (in l)o«conH, Mioy will evidoutly 
iail (o Aililll llifl objodt. of IV witio <k)Hlu;n. Wlioii 
<,Iki f?iavo (ilmll Imvo vUmwl ovor (ill, who luo now 
oiidoivvoiiiiK «<»uioo( (hoobligrtUonn of diUy, tlio 
your 1850 will b« roounod lo (ih (i poi iod llllod with 
itiixioUH (iinnohoiiHioii. A snodciitifiil wnr had 
juHt, tonniimtod. Vvawq hronnht with it. ii vnnt 
nufj^iiiliiitnlioii of territory. DiHturbiiifr quciitioiin 
(U'Oiio, Idinriiin upon tiio domcHtlo iiintitutioim of 
Olio imrlion of Uio oonfodoidoy, (ind involving 
Iho oODHtitHtionnl riRlitH of tho Hlritofl. Hut, not- 
witholnndinK difforoucoH of opinion niid Bontimont. 
Wliioh Ihon oxintod in reidtion to dotaila niid 
Bpov.ilic proviHions, tho nciiuiosccnco of diatin- 
guinhod citizouH, wlioao dovoliou to Iho Union 
can novor be doubled, haa glvon ronowod vigor 
to our institut'onH, niid rcatoroda eonso of ropoeo 
and fiocurity to Iho publio mind throughout tho 
oonfedorHcy. Tliat this roposo i8 to uuffcr no 
shock during my oinoi(d term, if I have power 
to avert it, those who placed mo here may uo oa- 
eurod."' 

Dec. 15th. — Mr. A. 0. Dodgo of lowaBub- 
mitted to the Senate a bill (No. 22) " To 
organize tho Territory of Nebraska," which 
was read twice, and referred to tho Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Jan. Alh. — Mr. Douglas, from said Oom- 
mittee, reported said bill with amendments, 
which were printed. The following is the 
accompanying Report : 

The Committee on Territories, to wLom was re- 
ferred a bill for an act to establish the Terri- 
tory of Nebroaka, have given the same that 
seriouB and deliberate consideration which its 
great importance demands, and beg leave to 
report it back to the Senate with various amend- 
ments, iu the form of a sabstitute for the bill •■ 

The principal amendments which yonr com- 
Hiitteo (leem it their duty to commend to the fa- 
vorable action of the Senate, in a special report, 
are those in which the principles establishea by 
the Compromise Measures of 185Q, so far as they 
ore applicable to territorial organizations, are 
proposed to be affirmed and carried into practi- 
cal operation within the limits of the new Terri- 
tory. 

The wisdom of those measures is attested, not 
less by their salutary and beneficial eflfecta, in 
ollaying sectional agitation and restoring tioace 
and harmony to on irritated and distracted peo- 
ple, than by the cordial and almost universal 
approbation with which they have been received 
and sanctioned by the whole country. In the 
judgment of your Committee, those measures 
were intended to have a iai more comprehensive 
and enduring effect than the mere adjustment of 
difficulties arising out of the recent acquisition 
of Mexican territory. They were designed to 
establish certain great principleSj which would 
not only furnish adequate remedies for existing 
evils, but, in all time to come, avoid the perils oi 
similar agitation, by withdrawing the question of 
Slavery irom the Holla of Congress and the po- 
litical areno, and committing it to the arbiti'ation 
of those who were immediately interested in, and 
alone responsible for, its consequences. With a 
View of conforming their action to what they re- 
gard OS tho settled policy of the Government, eanc- 



tioncd by tho npprovinflf voico of tlio Aiiuiricnn 
r«io|)lo, your Coinin>tt<Mi nrivoddomod If thoirduty 
to infioriiornlo and pcrprttunto. In their tiirrltortnl 
bill, tho priiioi|)l(m and A|iirit of thono monnuiTn If 
(iny othor (MiiiHldonilloH woro nonoHnnryto render 
tho pi oprloty of thin coiimo inn>orutivo upon tho 
Coininlltfo, thoy may bo ftnind in tho faotlhat tho 
NobriKiltft count ly ocoiipicn tho (inino relntivo 
ponitioii to tlio HIavi'ry (inontion, nn did Now- 
Moxioo and Utah, when tliono TorrltorioB woio 
organ if.od. 

It was u dinputod point, whotlmr Hlavory won 

iirohibitod by law in tho (iountry ncqulrcil ft-om 
Hoxico. On tho ono hand, it W(w coiitoiidcd, nn 
n h^^nl ])roponllion, thiit Hlavory, having bcon 
|n-ohibit<)d by tho onnolmentn of Mexico, accord- 
inp totlioIawHof imtioim, wo received tho country 
with all itn local lawn and <lotncHti« inntitutionn 
attacliod to tho noil, no far nn tlioy did not oontllct 
with (ho Oonfltitiition of tho United iStntoo ; and 
that a law clt her protecting or proh i bit i iiu; .Sla very, 
nas not repugnant to that iimtrutnont, no wan 
cvidoiu ed by tho fact that one-half of tho States 
of tho Union tolerated, whilo tho other half pro- 
hibited, tho institution of Slavery. On tho other 
hand, it was inBisted that, by virtue of tho Con- 
stitution of the United Stntoo, every iiltizcn had 
a right to remove to nny Territory of tho Union, 
and carry his property with him under the pro- 
tection of law, whether that property coneiutod 
of pereons or things. The diflicultics arising 
from this diversity of opinion, wore greatly ag- 
gravated by tho fact that there were many per- 
sons on both sides of tho legal controversy, who 
wore unwilling to abide tho decision of tho courto 
on the legal matters in disnuto ; thus, among 
those who claimed that the Mexican laws were 
still in force, and, consequently, that Slavery waa 
alreody prohibited in those Territories by valid 
enactment, there were many who insisted upon 
Congress making the matter certain, by enacting 
another prohibition. In like manner, some of 
those who argued that Mexican low hod ceased 
to have any binding force, and that th. Constitu- 
tion tolerated and protected Slave property in 
those territories, were unwilling to tnist the aeci- 
sion of the courts upon the point, and insisted 
that Congress should, by direct enactment, re- 
move all legal obstacles to the introduction of 
Slaves into those Territories. 

Such being the character of the controversy in 
respect to the territory acquired from Mexico, a 
similar question has arisen in regard to the right 
to hold slaves in the Territory of Nebraska, when 
the Indian laws shall be withdrawn, and thfr 
country thrown open to emigration and settle- 
ment. By the 8th section of " an act to authorize 
the people of Missouri Territory to form a Con- 
stitution and State Government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on an equal 
footing with the original States, and to prohibit 
Slavery in certain Iwitories," approved March 
6th, 1820, it was provided; "That in all that ter- 
ritory celled by France to the United States under 
the name of Louisiana, which lies north of 36 
degrees 30 minutes north latitude, not included 
within the limits of the State contemplated by 
this act, Slavery and involuntary servitude, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes' 
whereof the parties shall have been duly con- 
victed, shall be, and are hereby, prohibited : Pro- 
vided always, That any person escaping into the 
same, from whom labor or service is lawfully 
claimed in any State or Territory of the United' 
States, such fugitive may bo lawfully reclaimed, 
and conveyed to the persons claiming bis or her 
labor or service, as aforesaid." 

Under this section, as in thecaseof tho Mexican 
law in New-Mexico and Utah, it is a disputed 
point whether Slavery is prohibited in the Ne- 
braska country by valid enactment. The dec!-- 
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•Ion of thin qtumiloa iuv(»1v«« tUo otniHtUutioiinl 
iwwor of (JoiittitmH U» imiiH liiwo pnmodbiiiff rmd 
rogiilnUiig tlio (loinnHtio iiihHIuUoiui of tho vdriouii 
Tonitoriod of tho Union, la Uio opinion of tiumo 
oininont nf(iit«;nnion r/lio liold lliid iloitumm in 
invoiitod with 



th no ri^lilful nuthorily to louinliUo 
upon Hitt H\>mo«t o( Hliwcry in llio T»nrllovi«B, 
Hm> ftUi miotion of tho not inopni ntory to tho nd- 
nilnnioa of Mimioiiri in null nnd void ; wliilo tlio 



tirov(iilin)f nontiniont iu lnr);a (lortlouti of tlio 
Llnioa niiHtiiinn tiio dooti'ino tliiit tlio Conntitu- 
tioii of tlio Uailod Stitton auoiiioti to ovory citir.un 
na jiiulioiinlilo ri^^lit. to movo into nny of tho 
TorritorioH wilii Inn proporly, of wlmtovor kind 
and doHori(itioii, and to hold nnd oigoy tho Hiune 
uwdor tho Hunot.loa of law. Jfour Conimiltoo do 
not fool ttiuinHolvoH cnllod upon to oator upon tho 
diaoHBHioii of tlioao oontrov«Ttod quoBtionn. Thoy 
involve tho onmo Riavo ibhucb which prodnood 
tho ngitalion, tho ecotional strife, m»d tho foiivful 
fltrugglo of i850. An OongrcBB d(>oinod it wiso 
and prudent to refrain from dooidin)]; tho ninttoin 
in controvorny thou, either by ntlirmuif); or ropoal- 
ing tho Moxioiin lown, or bv on not doelaratory 
of tho true intent of tho ConBtitution, nad tho 
extent of tho protection nftordod by it to Slave 
property in tho Territories, ho your Committee 
nro not prepared to recommend a departure from 
tho coureo puroned on that memorable occnaion, 
either by atlirming or reponling the 8tli aootioa 
of tlio Jfieaouri not, or by ony not declnruto. of 
tho mooning of tho Conatitutioa in respect to tho 
legal points in uiaputo. 

Xour Committee deem it fortunate for the 
peace of tho country, ond the aocurity of tho 
Union, that tho controvorsy then reaulted in the 
adoption of tho Compromise Meneurea, which 
tbo two great political parties, with eingular 
unanimity, havo affirmed as a cardinal articio of 
their faith, and proelcumed to the world ns a 
final Bottlement of the controversy and an end 
of the agitation. A duo respect, therefore, for 
ilie avowed opinions of Senators, aa well as a 
proper aenee of patriotic duty, enjoins upon your 
Committee the propriety and necessity of a strict 
adherence to the principles, and even a literal 
adoption of the enactments of that adjustment, 
in all their territorial bills, ao far as the |ame are 
not locally inapplicable. Those enactments em- 
brace, among other things, leas material to the 
matters under consideration, the following pro- 
visions : 

When admitted as a State, the said Territory, 
or any portion of the same, ahall be received into 
the Union, with or without Slavery, aa their con- 
Btitntion may prescribe at the time of their ad- 
mission ; 

That the legislative power and authority of 
said Territory ahall be veated in the Governor 
and a Legislative Aasembly ; 

That the legislative power of said Territory 
Bball extend to jdl rightful subjects of legislation, 
consistent with the Constitution of the United 
States, and the provisions of this act ; but no 
law sholl be passed interfering with the primary 
disposal of the soil ; no tax shall bo imposed 
njpon the property of tho United States; nor 
ahall the lands or other property of non-residents 
be taxed higher than tho lands or other property 
of residents. 

Writs of error and appeals from the tinol deci- 
eiona of said Supreme Court shall bo allowed, 
and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the same manner and under the 
same regulations aa from the Circuit Courts of 
the United States, where the value of the pro- 
perty or amount in controversy, to be ascertained 
by the oath or affirmation of either party, or 
other competent witness, shall exceed one thou- 
sand dollars j except only that, in all cases involv- 
ing title to slaves, the said writs of error or ap- 



puidn nhnll bo allowed nad dcoldod hy tho nnid 
Huproiao t.'oial, without nii^aid to tho voluo of 
till) mntlor, properly, or litio in controvoiiiy j mid 
oxoopt, nlno, thiit a writ of wror or iippoiil iihnH 
nliio ho nllou'cd to tho Huproino Court of tho 
Unllod Hliiivn from tho dooiiiionn of tho uaid 
Hapronu^ ('ovut hy thiii iwit, or of nny judge 
llioioof, or of tho diHlriot ooiutn oroult'd hy Uiiij 
(U)t, or of any jiulgo lluuoof, upon any writ of 
ha/wan corpim involving tho tpKi^ilioa of pormmnl 
tVoiiilom; niid oiioh of tho :iiud dirilriiit oourlJi 
nhnll huvo nnd omu'oIho tho minic jiinndiotion, in 
all oiiHon nriMiiij:( uiidor tho Coiuititiitioa and 
Icwu of the IJiiitod RtnUia, na ih vonlod ia Uio 
uirouit and dintriot courln of tho United Htnton ; 
and tho nnid Huprcuio and diiiirict coiu'tn of tho 
said territory, nnd tho resjiootivo judgca thereof, 
Hlinll and may grant writn of hafm'iit corpus, in nil 
onuoo in whicii tho Hanio nro granted by tho 
indgcB of tho United Stutea in tho Biatnct of 
Colinaliia. 

To which mny bo nddod tho following propoui- 
tioa (iflirinod by tho not of 1800, known na tho 
fugitive bIovo law ; 

That tho provisioas of tho "not roapcctiag 
fugilivoH from juatioo, and poraona canapiiig from 
tho Horvico of their maatorB,'' approved i''obru- 
nry 12, 17!)3, nnd tho proviaitiia of tho act to 
amend and Bupplomoiitary to tho aforcaald net, 
npj)rovcd Soptombor 18, 1850, bIuUI extend to, 
nnd bo in force in, all tho oignnii?ed Torritorios, 
an well as in tho various States of tho Union. 

Vrom thoao proviaiona, it is apparent that tho 
Coniproniiao McaaurcB of 1850 atlirm, f sJ rest 
upon, tho following propoeitions : 

First. — That all queations pertaining to 
Slavery in tho Territories, and the now States 
to be formed therefrom, are to be left to tho deci- 
sion of the people residing therein, by their ap- 
propriate representatives, to be chosen by them 
tor that purpose. 

Second. — That " nil cases involving title to 
sloves," and "questions of personal freedom," 
are to be referred to the ndjudiuation of tho local 
tribunals, with the right of appeal to the Supremo 
Coui-t of the United States. 

Third. — ^That the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, in respect to fugitives 
from service, is to be earned into faithful exe- 
cution in all " the original Territories," the same 
as in the States. 

The substitute for the bill which your Com- 
mittee have prepared, and which is commended 
to the favorable action of the Senate, proposes to 
carry these propositions and principles into prac- 
tical operation, in the precise language oi the 
Compromise Measures of 1850. 



Jan. 2^th. — ^The bill thus reported was 
considered in Committee of the Whole and 
postponed to Monday next, when it was 
made the order of the day. 

The bill was further considered Jan. 31st, 
Feb. 3rd, Feb. 5th, and Feb. 6th, when an 
amendment reported by Mr. Douglas, de- 
claring the Missouri Restriction on Slavery 
*' inoperative and void," being under consid- 
eration, Mr. Chase of Ohio moved to strike 
out the assertion that said Restriction 

"was superseded by the principles of the legis- 
lation of 1850, commonly called the Compromise 
Measures." 

This motion was defeated by Yeas 13 j 
Nays 30, aa follows : 
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YMA /S— To alrikn out : 
Mooorn. Alton, O/no, Ifmnllii, Tiff?. 

V.mw, Mich. How(U-(l, N. Y. 

Oliiiiio, Ohio, Kiuilli, Conn. 
lOvorott, yifa**, Hlufirt, Mich. 
V'u\\i, N. Y. Huiiimir, Mass. 

vt. \V(i(i(), Ohio, 

Walkor, Wi8c.~V,\. 



NAYS—Airamiit 

MoBBra. Adninn, Mian. 

Atolii mi. Mo. 

UikIkc, Jv. a. 

IJnymd, /^c/. 
]t(!iij(iuiiu, Im. 

Ih'ifjiitr, /»JfZ. 

JJrodlnjnd, Pa. 
Uutlor, 6\ C. 
Clay, (C. 0.) Ala. 
DawHon, G'a. 
Uixtiii, Ky. 
l)od<{0, Iowa, 
DoubIuh, 
EvtiiiB, ii. C. 



striking vitt : 

Vih.ynir'uik, Ala. 
CJciyor, Mo. 
Itiuitor. V(t. 
.ToiiDH, (J. C.) Tarn. 
Mallory, Fla. 
Mufloii. Va. 
!NorriH, N. II. 
Pott it , Ind. 
HobnHtian, Ark. 
Shiolda, 111. 
aiidell, La. 
Thompson, Ky. 
Toncoy, Conn. 
Wcllor, Ual. 
Williuma, N. H.- 



•:iO. 



Feb. l^th. — The bill Laving been dis- 
cussed daily tintil now, Mr. Douglas moved 
to strike out of his amendment the words 
above quoted (which the Senate had re- 
fused to strike out on Mr. Chase's motion,) 
and insert instead the following : 

" Which, being inconsistent with the principle 
of non-intervention by Congress with Slavery in 
the States and Territories, as recognized by the 
legislation of 1850, (commonly called the Com- 
lEiromise Measures,) is hereby declared inopera- 
tivo and void ; it being the true intent and moan- 
ing of this act not to legislate Slavery into any 
Torritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, 
but to leave the people thereof perfectly free to 
fbhn and regulate their domestic institutions in 
their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States" — 



which prevailed- 
foUows : 



-Teas 35; Nays 10 — as 



YEAS — For Douglas's new Amendment: 

Messrs. Adams, 
Atchison, 
Bayard, 
Bell, 

Benjamin, 
Brodhead, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Cass, 
Clayton, 
Dawson, 
Dixon, 

Dodge of lows, 
Douglas, 
Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, 
Geyer, 



Gwin, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jones of Iowa, 

Jones of Tenn. 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Pearce, 

Pettit, 

Pratt, 

Sebastian 

Slidell, 

Stuart, 

Thompson of Ky. 
Toomos, 
Weller, 



Williams— 35. 

NA YS — Against said Amendment : 

Messrs. Allen, Foot, 

Chase, Houston, 

Dodge of Wise. Seward, 

Everett, Sumner, 

, Fish, Wade-10. 

[Note.— Prior to this move of Mr. Douglas, 
Mr. Dixon (Whig) of Ky. had moved to insert a 
clause du-ectly and plainly repealing the Mia- 



fiourl Ittvitriction. Mr. l)lxo)i Ihoiight if that won 
the object, (and lio wan li« favor of It), tt hIiouIiI 
bo approacbod in a diifict and luanly way. Ho 
wim ttfiHailod for tliiii in Tfiti f/nion iiowHpapor 
next morning) ;)ul bin iiUf^gonliou wan nulrttan- 
tially a<loplf)(l by Doiiglan, after n brief liOHttO" 
tiun, Mr. Dlxou'n propoiiition, having boon 
made in Coauuilloo, dooH not appear in the, Jour- 
nal of the tlonato, or it would boro bo given iu 
tormii.] 

'I'Jic bill was further discussed daily until 
March 2nd, when the voUj was Uvkcn on Mr. 
(JlioHc's lunendmcnt, to udd to Sec. 14 tho 
following words : 

" Under which the jKoplc of the Territory, 
through their appropriate rcj)reiientatives, may, 
if they tee Jit, prohibit the cxtsUiice of /Slavery 
iherem" — 

which was rejected : Yeas 10 ; Nays 36, as 
follows : 

YE AS— For Mr. Chase's Amendment: 

Messrs. Choso, Humlin, 

Dodge of Wise. . Seward, 

Fossendon, Smith, 

Fish, Sumner, 

Foot, Wade— 10. 



NAYS— Against Cliase's 

Mesars. Adams, 
Atchison, 
Badger, 
Boll, 

Boniamin, 

Broahead, 

Brown, 

Butler, 

Clay, (C. C.) 

Clayton, 

Dawson, 

Dixon, 

Dodge of Iowa, 

Douglas, 

Evans, 

Fitzpatrick, 

Gwin, 

Houston, 



Amendment : 

Hunter, 

Johnson. 

Jones or Iowa, 

Jones of Tenn. 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Pettit, 

Pratt, 

Rusk, 

Sebastian, 

Shields, 

Slideli, 

Stuart, 

Toucey, 

Walker, 

Weller, 

Williams— 36, 



Mr. Badger of N. C. moved to add to the 
aforesaid section : 

" Provided, . That nothing herein contained 
shall be consinted to revive or put in force any 
law or regulation which ma-u have existed prior 
to the acto/Gth of March, either protecting, 
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing Sla- 
very." 

Carried ; Yeas 35 ; Nays 6, as follows : 
YEAS — For Badger's Amendment : 



Messrs. Atchison, 
Badgor, 
Bell? 
Beq|amin, 
Broahead, 
Butler, 
Clay, 
Dawson, 
Dixon, 

Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, 
Evans, 
Fish; 

Fitzpatrick, 



Houston, 

Hunter, 

Jones of Iowa, 

Jones of Tenn. 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Pettit, 

Pratt, 

Seward, 

Shields, 

Siidell, 

Smith, 

Stuart, 
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Uwhx. 
itntnlin, 



Wollor, 



NA YI^Asainat said Amcndmtnt : 

Momrn. A«l num, Johunon , 

Jirown, Kiiiik, 
Dodgo of WIho. l3o))nBtiftn— G. 

Mr, Clayton now niovod to ntriko out 00 
much ot Hiiid ])ougl»H auioiidincut tis por- 
m'lts oinigrauta I'roui lOurojfjo, who shall have 
docIariMl tiiolr iiitontion to become oitizoiia, 
to vote : Carried ; Yom 23 ; Noya 21 — 
08 follows: 

YEAS—For Clayton's 

Neaara. Adnms, 
Atoliiflan, 
Dndger, 
Hell. 

}joi\{ninin, 
Brodhond, 
lirowii, 
Ilullor, 

C;I(iyton, 
Datvaon, 
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Amendtnant : 

Dixon, 

KvniiB, 

Fitzptttrick, 

HouHtoii, 

Iliuitor, 

Johnson, 

Jonca of Tonn. 

Mason, 

Morton, 

I'ratt, 

Sobaetian, 



NAYS — Against Ciaijtm^s Amendment : 

Moeare. Chaae, Worria, 
Dodgo of Wieo. Pottit, 
Dodgo of lowo, ScwHid, 
Douglaa, Sliiolda, 
Feaaenden, Smith, 
Fiah, Stuart, 
Foot, Sumnor, 
Owinj Toucey, 
Hamlin, Wade, 
Jonos of Iowa, Walker, 
WilliBn)&— 21. 
Mr. Obase moved to amend, by provid- 
ing for the appointment of three Commis- 
sioners residing ia the Territory to organ- 
ize the Territory, divide it into election 
districts, notify an election on the first Mon- 
day in September then ensuing, etc., at 
■which election the people ahould choose 
their own Governor, as well as a Territo- 
rial Ijegislatare — the Governor to serve for 
two years, and the Legislature to meet not 
later than May, 1855. 

This extension of the principle of 
"Squatter Sovereignty" was defeated — 
Yeas 10 ; Nays 30 — as follows : 

YEA S— To enable the People of the Territo- 
ry to choose their own Governor, etc. 

Messre. Chase, Seward, 

Fessenden, Shields, 

Foot, Smith, 

Ramliu, Snmner. 

Norria, Wade— lO. 



MesarB. Atchiaon, 
Badger, 
BeU, 



NAYS— Against said proposition i 

Gwin, 
Houston, 
Hunter, 

Betyamin, Johnson, 
Brodhead, Jones of Iowa, 

BrowD,. Jonea of Tean. 

Btttler, Mason, 
Clay, Morton, 
Daweon, Pettit, 
Dixon, Pratt, 



INmI^o of WIho. 
Dodgo of lowi, 

lOvaiifi, 
FitKj[i(Uriuk, 



Uitak, 
Hol'iuitlnn, 
HliUoU, 
HlHiui, 

WillimnB— :«», 



Mr. Chiwc then moved to anioud the 
JJoundury Hoctioa of Mr. Dougluw'n aiuond- 
mout, HO aa to liavo but ouo Territory 
luuiiod NcbruHka, inatoad of two, cntith;d 
rcHpectivoly, JSobruHlca uud Knnsaa ; whiuh 
\tm (lofoutod — YcuH H; 1*1 aya M— aa fol- 
lowa t 

YE AS— -For having but one Tcrritoi y : 

MoBHi'H. Chiulo, Sownrd, 

FOHBDudcn, Smith, 

Foot, Siunncr, 

Hnmlin, Wudo~8. 



NAYS — For severing 
Kansas 

Mcaara. Adams, 
Atchison, 
Bndgor, 
BcU, 

Bcinnmin, 

Broclhcud, 

Brown, 

Bullur, 

Clay, 

DuwBon, 

Dixon, 

Dodgo of Wise. 

Dodgo of Iowa, 

Douglas, 

Evans, 

Fitzpatrick, 

Gwin, 



Nebraska from 

Ilouaton, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

JoncB of Iowa, 

Joiica of Tonn. 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Pottit, 

Pratt, 

Kuek, 

SobnatiaJi, 

Shields, 

Slidell, 

Stuart, 

Walker, 

Wjllioms— 34. 



Mr, Douglas's amendment wag then 
agreed to, and the bill reported from the 
Committee of the Whole to the Senate. 

A motion to strike out the amendment^ 
allowing emigrant aliens who have declared 
their intention to become citizens to vote, 



was agreed 
follows : 



to — ^Yeaa 22; Nays 20 — as 



YEAS — To strike out said provision . 



Messre. Adams, 
Atchiaon, 
Badger, 
Bellj 

Benjamin, 

Brodhead, 

Brown, 

Butler, 

Ciay, 

Dawson, 

Dlson, 

NAYS-^Against 

Messrs. Cba&e, 

Dodge of Wise. 

Dodge of Towa, 

Douglas, 

Pesaenden, 

Fiah, 

Foot, 

Hamlin, 

James, 

Jones of loWa, 



Evans, 

Fitzpatrick, 

Houston, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jones of Tenn. 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Pratt, 

Sebastian, 

Slidell— as, 

striking out : 

Norris, 

Pettit, 

Seward, 

Shields, 

Smith, 

Stuart, 

Sumner, 

Wade, 

Walker, 

WilUama— 20. 



The question on the engrossment of the 
bill was now reached, and it was carried— 
Yeis 29 ; Nays 12— as follows : 
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VKAS—To erifrrosi the 
reading 

MoHHi-fl. Adnnin, 
Aloliiiioii, 
JUmlpir, 
l)()ii|iuniu, 
Mi'otllioml, 
jjirowii, 

VAixy, 

JJUWHOU, 

DoiIro of lowtt, 
J)ou{{laH, 
Evium, 
Fitzpiilruik, 

WillintriB 



hill for its third 

(iwiu, 
Iliiiitor, 

JohllHOIt, 

JouoH of Towft, 
Jouon of Tunn. 

MllHOIl, 

Morton, 
Wonitt, 
''otiit 
VriM. 
Hiibiuiliiui, 
HliioUlit, 
Bluloll, 
8Uuirl, 



NA YS — Against the engrossment : 

MosBre. Clinno, JiiinoH, 

Hodge of Wise. .'''nvdru, 

I'^CHBondeu, Siuitli, 

Vioh, Suinnor, 

Jb'oot, Wiulo, 

Unmlin, Wnlkor— 12. 

March 3rd. — ^The rule assigning Fridays 
for the consideration of private bills, having 
been suspended, on motion of Mr. Badger, 
the Senate proceeded to put the Nebraska- 
Kansas bill on its final passage, Avhen a long 
and earnest debate ensued. At a late hour 
of the night, Mr. Seward of N. Y. ad- 
dressed the Senate, in opposition to the bill, 
as follows : 

Mr. Pkksident :— I rise with no purpose of 
farther resisting or even delaying tne pnesago 
of this bin. Lot its advocates have only a ht- 
t!o patience, and they will soon roach tlie object 
for which they have struggled so earnestly and 
BO long. The sun has set for the last time upon 
the guaranteed and certain liberties of all the un- 
settled and unorganized portions of the Ameri- 
can continent that lie within the jurisdiction of 
the United States. To-morrow's sun will rise in 
din> eclipse over them. How long that obscu- 
ration shall last, is known only to the Power 
that directs and controls all human events. 
For myself, I know only this-— that now no hu- 
man power will prevent its coming on, and that 
its passing off will be hastened and secured by 
others than those now here, and perhaps by only 
those belonging to future generations. 

Sir, it would be almost factious to offer fur- 
ther resistance to this measure here. Indeed, snc- 
cessfVil resistance was never expected to be made 
in this Hall. The Senate-floor is an old battle- 
ground, on which have been fought many con- 
tests, and always, at least since 1820, with for- 
tune adverse to the cause of equal and universal 
freedom. Wo were only a few here who engaged 
in that cause in the beginning of this contest. 
All that we could hope to do— all that we did 
hope to do — was to organize and to prepare the 
issue for the House of Kepresentatives, to which 
the country would look for ita decision as authori- 
tative, and to awaken the country that it might 
he ready for the appeal which would bo macle, 
•whatever the decision of Congress might be. We 
are no stronger now. Only fourteen at the first, 
it will bo fortunate if, among the ills and acci- 
dents which surround us, we shall maintain that 
number to the end. 

We are on the eve of the eonpilmmation of a 
great national transaction— a transaction which 
will close a cycle in the history of our country — 
and it is impossible not to desire to pause a mo- 
ment and survey the scene eround vte, and the 



nronpoot boforo nn. Howovor obnoiiro woinajr 
!ii(livi<liinlly ho, 4iur oonixictiou with tlita groat 
ti'iuinuolioii will porpolunto onr iinuidn for ttiM 
iirni^o or lor llio oonuuro of fittiiro ngCH, iukI iMtr- 
Impn ilk roKloiiB far roinolo. If, tluin, wo Imi no 
otiior Hiotivo for oiu- nnlionn but tlint of nu liou- 
Mt doiiiro for n junt fiiuio. wo <iouId not 1m) indif- 
f<M-ont to thnt hikuio nnd tlmt proHiHtot. liut indi- 
vkluikl iiitoroHlii nnd ninbilion mnk into inplgnifl- 
miu'A) ill viow of the intoroatii of our country and 
of uiniikind. TIioho iuti'mstfl awukon, ut lount in 
uio, iiu iutounu Holieitude. 

It WHS Huld by Romo in tho beginning, and it 
liiiH boon twiid by olliora latw in (luti dobato, thnt 
it wuH doubtful wluilhor it would bo tho ouubo 
of HIdvory or tho oauHOofliVoodoia that would 
gdiu advftntuj^OH frons tho paHsngo of tliijt bill. I 
do not find it iivcvosary to bo oons(»rioua, nor 
ovon nnjuHt to othors, in order lltnt iny own 
<;oui'Ho inny bo iipprovod. I loin «uro that tho 
honorable iSeimtor from Illinois [Mr. Douglos] 
did not moMn that tho Slavo Htntoa should gain 
nn advantttgo over tho Froo Stotos ; for bo die- 
olain.od it when ho introduced tho bill. I boliovo, 
in nil candor, that tho honorable Sonator from 
Georgia TMr. Toombs], who comes out at tho 
close of tho battlo as one of tho ohiefcst loaders 
of tho victorious party, is eincoro in declaring his 
own opinion that tho Slave States will gain no 
unjust advantage over tho Froo States, beoauso 
ho disclaims it oa a triumph in their behalf. Not- 
withstanding all this, however, what has occur- 
red hero and in tho country, during this contoat, 
has compelled a conviction thnt Slavery will gain 
something, ond Freedom will onduio a severe, 
though 1 hope not an irretrievable, loss. The 
sluvcuolding States are passive, quiet, content, 
and satisfied with the prospective uoon, and the 
Free States are excited and alarmed with fearfal 
forebodings and apprehensions. The impatienoo 
for tho speedy passage of the bill, manifested by 
its friends, betrays a knowledge that this is tho 
condition of public sentiment in the Free States. 
They thought in the heginning that it was neces- 
sary to guard the measure by inserting the Clay- 
ton amendment, which would c olude unnatiur- 
alized foreign infaabitahta of ^e dTerritories from 
the right of suffrage. And now they seem willing, 
with almost perfect unanimity, to relinquish ihab 
safeguard, rather than to delay the adoption of 
the principal measure for at most a year, per- 
haps for only a week or a day. Suppose that 
the Senate should adhere to that condition, which 
so lately was thought so wise and so important 
—what then 7 The bill voulu only go back to 
the House of Bepresentatives, which must either 
yield or insist I In the one ease or in the other; 
a decision in favor of the bill would be secured; 
for even if the House should toagree, the Senate 
would have time to recede. But the majority 
will hazard nothing, even on a prospect so cer- 
tain as this. Tiiey will recede at once, without 
a moment's farther struggle, from the condition, 
and thus secure the passage of this bill now, to- 
night. Why fluchhnete? Even if the question 
were to go to the country before a final decisioa 
here, what would there be wrong in that f There 
is no map living who will say that the country 
anticipated, or that he anticipated, the agitation 
of this measure m Congress, wheii this Congress 
was elected, or even mien it asgembled in De- 
cember last. 

Under such circumstances, and in the midst of 
agitation, ond e-'£oitei?ieQt, and debates, it is only 
fair to say, that certainly the country has not 
decided in favor of the bill. The refusal, then, to 
let the question go to the country is a conolusiyo 
proof that the Slave States, as xenresentod here, 
expect from the passage of this bill what the Free 
States insist thoi they will lose by it — an advati* 
t«^e, a material advontage, and not a u&ce e3»- 
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Rtrm^tlon, Tliom avo inon hi tlio filiivo Hlntofi, nn 
In Uio FrnoStiitoH, wlio iniilMl. hIw/wm Ioi» luirllnn- 
oiounly U|i(m inoio itbHtrnotionn, liut, Dmt in nut 
Ojo polhiy <)f llio HIavo Htntm today. Thoy tm) 
III onninnt in mookiiift for, iiiul iidoiiriiif^, nii ol>- 
joot, mill nil liiiiKirtaiit oiio. I littliovo tlioy aro 
goir'T Ut havo it. I <lo not, know liow loiiff tlio 
ndvniilriKo gninod wlU Iwit, nor Iiow jfiTiit or 
ooniprolKiiiHivo it will lio. Kvoiy Houiitor who 
ngnioft with ino in opinion miiiit fuol mi J do — 
tlirtt midcr niioh oiroiiniHtniKiefi lio can ti»v<'KO 
notliiiiK tlint onn bo dono docontly, wilh d\w 
roBiMMir. to difleronoo of opinion, mid ooniiiotoiitly 
witii tho ooiiHtitutioiml and notflcd riilon of lo|riii- 
lation, to pidco (ho (riio nioritn of tlio (pionlion lio- 
foi'O tlio country. Quootionn Romotinion occur 
which jccin to h«vo two right nidofl. Bucli wore 
Uio quontioiiH that divided the Knf^liiili nation hc- 
twoon I'ith »ind Fox—ouoli tlio content botwcou 
tho ooflnilniit and tlio defender of Qiioboo. Tlic 
judgment of tho world wan iiUHpcndod by itH 
eympatliios, and Boomed ready to dcHcoiid in fa- 
vor of him who Mhoiild bo numt, gallant in eun- 
duot And oo, when both fell with wpial chival- 
ry on tho Bamo tlold, tlio survivora united in 
rtUBing n common monument to tho ,i];loriouB but 
rivol memories of Wolfo and Montciilin. But 
tliia contest involves a moial quoation. Tiio 
81ftVo Htntca so jprooont it. Thoy maintain tliat 
African Slavery la not erroneous, not uiynst, not 
inconsistent with tho advancing causo of human 
nature. Since thoy so regard it, I do not expect 
to BOO statesmen roprosonting those States indif- 
ferent about a vindication of this system by tho 
Congress of tho United States. On tho otlior 
hand, wo of tho Froo States regard Slavery na er- 
roneous, unjust, opproBsivo, ond therefore abso- 
lutely inconsistent with the principles of tho 
American Constitution ond Govornmout. Who 
■will expect us to bo indifferent to tho decisions 
of the American people and of mankind on such 
mi issue 7 

Again : there is suspended on the issue of this 
contest the political equilibrium between tho 
'Frco and the Slave States. It is no ephemeral 
question, no idle question, whether Slavery shall 
go on increasing its influence over the central 
power here, or whether Freedom shall gain the 
ascendancy. I do not expect to see statesmen 
of the Slave States indifferent on so momentous 
a question, and as little can it be expected that 
those "f the Free States will betray their own 
cause. And now itremainsforme to declare, 
in view of the decision of this controversy so near 
at hand, that I have seen nothing and heard no- 
thing daring its progress to change the opinions 
which at the t-arhest proper period I deUberately 
expressed. Certainly, I have not seen the esn- 
dence then promised, that the Free Stotes would 
acquiesce in the measure. As certainly, too, I 
may say that I have not seen the fulfillment of the 
promise that the history of the last thirty years 
would be revised, corrected, and amended, and 
that it would then appear thot the country, dur- 
ing all that period, had been resting in prosperity, 
and contentment, and peace, not upon a valid, 
constitutional, and irrevocable compromise be- 
tween the Slave States and the Free States, but 
apon an unconstitutional and false, and even in- 
famous, act of Congressional usurpation. 

On the contrary, I am now, if possible, more 
than ever satisfied that, after ail this debate, the 
hifltoryof the country will go down to posterity 
jaetasit stood before, canying to them the ever- 
jacting facts, that until 1830 the Congress of the 
iD'oitea States legislated to prevent the introduc- 
tion of Slavery into new Territories whenever 
that object was pracHcable ; and that in that year 
tjh^ey so far modified that policy, under alarming 
apprehensions of civil convulsion, by a coustitu- 
Uqb^ enactment in ibo ctisiacter of a compact, 



an to ndiiiit Mimtoiirl a new Hhivo Hliitii, but 
uiioii tlio oxiMciiii condition, titi|Milal<id in favor 
oriho Fvw HIaleii. tlintHhiveryHlioiihl bo forever 
proliibllod ill all llie reiiidiio oi' llu) oxiMtiiMr and 
iiiiorf.;aiii'j;o(( 'I'orritdrien of llio United NIaloii 
lyiiiK north of llu! nniaUol of doj^ 'M niiii. north 
l.ciitiido. Corlaiiilv, I lliid nothing lo win my 
favor toward tlio imII in tho proiioHitiou of tho 
Hdimfor from Aluiylaiid (Mr. l"<iai<!e| to reatoro 
tho (Mayloii aiiieiKhiioiit, which wati alriiek out 
ill (ho llouiio of Uepreiioutuliven. Ho far ftom 
voting for lliat propoallioii, I ahall vote agaiiiat 
it now, iiH 1 did when it wan under conaidoration 
hero beforo, in aecordanco with llio oouiion 
adoplod aa oarly a.i any piililieal opiiiioiia 1 over 
had, and clioiiahod aa long, that the right of aiif- 
frago in iiol: a more con volitional righl, but an 
iiilioient natural right, of which no goyeriiinont 
can rightly deprive any adult man who ia aiibjoot 
to ila authority, and obligated to ila tm iiport, 

I hold, moreover, air^ that iiiaHiimoh aa every 
mail ia, by force of ciroumataneea beyond hia 
own control, a Biihject of govoriiiuoiit aomo- 
wliero, ho ia, by the very conatitutiou of human 
flooioty, entitled to eharo equally in tho oonCer- 
ring of political newer on thoao who wield it, if 
ho IB not diaqualihcd by crime ; that in u deapotio 
/government ho ought to bo allowed anna, in a 
iroo government the ballot or the open veto, as 
a inoanB of Holf protoction against unondurablo 
oppreasion. 1 urn not likely, therefore, to roatoro 
to this bill an amendment which would deprive 
it of an important feature imposed upon it by tho 
Ilouee of Icoprcsentativos, and that one, perhaps, 
the only feature that harmonizes with my own 
convictions of juatico. It ia true that the Ilouso 
of KoproBontativcs otipulatcs such suffrage for 
white men os a condition for opening it to the 
osfliblo proscription and slavery of tho African, 
shall separato them. I shall veto for tho former 
and against tho latter, glad to get universal suf- 
frage of white men, if only that con be gained 
now, and working right on, full of hope and con- 
fidence, for tho prevention or tho abrogation of 
Slavery ui the Territories hereafter. 

Sir, I am surprised at tho pertinacity with 
which the honorable Senator trom Delaware, 
mine ancient and honorable friend, [ISh: Clay- 
ton,] perseveres in opposing the granting of the 
right of suffrage to the unnaturalized ftreigner 
in the Territories. Congress cannot donynim 
that right. Here is the third article of that con- 
vention by which Louisiana, including Kansas 
and Nebraska, was ceded to the United States : 

" The inhabitants of tho ceded territory shall 
be incorporated in the Union of the United 
States, and admitted as soon as possible, accord- 
ing to the principles of the Federal Constitution, 
to the enjojTnent of tho rights, privileges, and 
immunities of citizens of the Umted States ; and 
in the mean time they shall bo maintained and 
protected in the fi-ee enjoyment of their liberty, 
property, and the religion they profess." 

The inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska are 
citizens already, and by force of this treaty must 
continue to be, and as such to ei\joy tho right of 
suffrage, whatever laws you may moke to the 
contrary. My opinions are well known, to wit: 
That Slavery is not only an evil, but a local one, 
injurious and ultimately pernicious to society, 
wherever it exists, and in conflict with the con- 
stitutional principles of society in this country. 
I am not willing to extend nor to permit the ex- 
tension of that local evil into regions now free 
within our empire, I know that there are some 
who differ from me. ond who regard the Constitu- 
tion of the United States as on mstrument which 
sanctions Slavery as well as Freedom. But if I 
could admit a proposition so incongruous with 
tho letter and spirit of tho Federal Constitution, 
and tbe known eentinients of its illustrious foixnd* 
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flTrt, nnd no nhould (idiuiludo tlint Hliivory wnn 
Mloniil.l iniiHt Hiill ohoiihl, onlnion llint it 
Ih an ovil I i-nd hmmm it in n imfioiml (,i,o, I am 
tlio iMoro (h nily hold inid iKiiiiid to i.nivontim iu- 
monH«H>l It tomliuK, nn 1 Ihink itnmnilwiHy dooii, 
to Iho woftkoiiiiii' nnd tiKhnnlo (.vortl.row of tho 
toiiHlitutioii itdolf, and (lieroforc to Uu) iuimy of 
m uumkuid. I JuKnv (hoio liavo lioou' Htaton 
wJiioh hftvo ondurcd loiipr, „„a woliiovod iiuioh, 
which lolwntod Blavoiy ; but thnt whu not Iho 
B (ivory of oimto Jiko Afrioau Hliivory, Hnoh 
Blimuy loudH (o doniornliKo equally tho nubjoot- 
od iacoiuid (ho luipiuior ouo. Il linH bcon" tho 
Rbiionoo ot Buoh Hlavery from Kuropo lhat haii 
Rivou hor n.itionii thoir HHi)iuiorify over othor 
couutiK'B 111 that iK'iniHphoio. Hlavoiy, --vhorc- 



cyor Jt oxiBtB, boirotn fear, and fo»ir in tho i.aroiit 
of woak;u)Hi). What in (ho Hcicrot of that otonml, 
Plooploou anxioty in thokgiHlalivo halln, andovon 
at tho liremdoii of (ho Slavo States, ahvayH nnkiiir 
jiow HlipulotiouB, now coinproniiBCB nnd nbi OL'a- 
Uon ol comproHiiacfl, now (iBBumptiona of power 
nnd abnof^atioiiB of power, but foar '/ It ib tlio 
approlieiuiion, that, oven if eofo now, they will 
not alwaya or long bo accuro against Homo inva- 
?1?P "KK'CBBion from tho Free StatoB. 

Whr 1 18 the eocrot of (ho humiliating part which 
proud old Spain is acting at this day, tremblinr 
bolwecn nJarms of Amorlcan intrueion into Cuba 
on one aide, nnd British dictation on tho other, 
but tho (act that eho has cheriahed Slavery ao 
long and stall choriehos it, in tho last of her Ameri- 
can colonial poBBCBBions ? Thus far Kansas and 
jyobrasktt aro aafo, under tho laws of 1820 
ngninBt tho introduction of (his olcmont of na- 
tional debility nnd decline. Tho bill before us. 
08 wo are nBsured, contains a great principle, a 
glorious nrincip e ; and yet that principle, when 
luUy aecfrtamed, proves to bo nothing leas than 
the subversion of that aecurity, not only within 
the Territories of Kanaas and Nebroska, but 
withm all the other preaent and future Territo- 
nea of the United States. Thus it is quite clear 
that It 18 not a principle alone that is involved, 
but that those who crowd this measure with bo 
much zeal and earneatneas must expect that 
either ireedom or Slavery ahaU gain aomethine 
by It in thoae regions. The eaae, then, standa 
thus m Kansas and Nebraska: Freedom may 
loae, but certainly can gain nothing ; while Sla- 
very may gam, but as certainly can lose no- 
thing. 

So far 88 1 am concerned, the time for looking 
on the dark side has passed. I feel quite sure 
^at Slavery at most can get nothing more than 
Kansas ; while Nebraska— the wider northern 
region— will, under existing circumstances, es- 
cape, for the reason that its soil an^l climate are 
uncongenial with the staples of slave calture— 
nee, sugar, cotton, and; tobacco. Moreover, 
smce tho public attention has been so well and so 
effectually directed toward the subject, I cher- 
ish a hope that Slavery may be prevented even 
from gaming a foothold in Kansas, Congress 
only gives cDnsent, but it does not and cannot 
introduce Slavery there. Slavery will be em- 
barrassed by its own overgrasping spirit. No 
one, I am sure, anticipates the possible re-estab- 
lishment of the African Slave-trade, The tide of 
emigration to Kansas is therefore to be supplied 
there solely by the domestic fountain of slave pro- 
duction. But Slavery has also other regions be- 
sides Kansas to be filled from that fountain, 'ihere 
ore all of New-Mexico and all of Utah ateady 
wthin the United States ; and then there is Cuba 
that consumes slave labor and life as fast as any 
on-o of the slaveholding States can supply it ; and 
besides these regions, there remains all of Mexi- 
co down to the Isthmus, Tho stream of slave 
labor flowmg from so small a fountain, and bro- 
ken inlo several divergent channels, will not 



ODVor no ffioiit n Hold , nnd it fs roiiwonably (o lio 
liopod that (ho iinrt of it u(iarc.n\ to (ho" North 
l.olo will ho tho lafit to bo inundatoil. But Af- 
noun niavo < iiiigratioii Ib (o conqmto with froo 
omi(;ration of wliito inon, nnd (ho mmm of (hin 
latter tido m an anipio nn tho dlvilizatlon of (ho 
two ontho coiitincu(H. Tho honornblo Senator 
loiii Dolnwaro nuinlioiidd, nn if it woro ft Bfart- 
luig act, that twenty thoiiiiand ICnroponn iiiimi- 
paatB ftnivod in Now- York in oiio month. Sir, 
I ho han Htatcd tho fact with too niuoh inodointion. 
On iiiy rotuni (o tho capital a day or two ago, 
A UMit twelve thounaiid of (hoHO oini/rraiitfl who 
ha<J arnvod in Now - York on oiio morning, 
and who had thronged thoohurehoni.n tho follow- 
ing Hiibliath, to return thaiikB for dolivoranoo 
loin tho perilB of tho aoa, nnd fc- (heir arrival in 
10 hind, not of Slavery but or Liberty. I alao 
tiiank (Jod lor thoir 0Hcai)e, and for thoir coming, 
llioy are now on their way westward, and tlio 
news ol tho paoHngo of this bill, procodiiip (horn, 
will speed many of thorn towards iCniiBns and 
JNobraeka. Such arrivals aro not oxirnoidinary 
— thoy occur nlinoat ovory week ; nnd tho immi- 
gration from Germany, from Groat Britain, nnd 
trom Norway, nnd from Sweden, during tho Eu- 
ropean war, will riao to six or eovon hundred 
tliousand aouls in a year. And with this tide is to 
bo mingled ono rapidly BwoUing from Asia and 
trom (ho islonds of the South Seas. All tho im- 
migrants under this bill, aa thoHonso of Kopro- 
Bontativcs overruling you have ordered, will bo 
good,loynl, Liborty-Toving, Slavery-fearing citi- 
zoiis. Como on, then, gentlemen of tho Slavo 
bfates. binco there is no escaping your cbal- 
longo, I accept it in behalf of the cnuBO of Free- 
dom. Wo will engage in competition for tho 
virgin soil of Kansas, and God give the victory 
to the side which is stronger in numbers as it is 
in right. 

There are, however, earnest advocates of this 
bill, who do not expect, and who, I suppose, do 
not desire, that Slavery shall gain possession of 
Nebraska. What do they expect to gain 7 The 
honorable Senator from Indiana [Mr. Pettitl 
says that by thus obliterating the Missouri Com- 
promiae rcBtrietion, they will gain & tabula rasa, 
on which the inhabitants of Kansas and Nebras- 
ka may write whatever they wiU. This ia the 
gi-eat principle of the biU, as he understands it 
well, what gam is there m that 7 You obliter- 
oto a Constitution of Freedom. If they write a 
new Constitution of Freedom, can the new be 
bettor ttian the old 7 If they write a Constitu- 
tion of Slavery, will it not be a worse one 7 I 
ask the honorable Senator that. But the honor- 
able Senator says that tho people of Nebraska 
wUl have the privilege of establishing institntions 
tor themselves. ITiey have now the privilege of 
establishing free institutions. Is it a privileee 
then, to establish Slavery 7 If so, what a mock- 
all our Constitutions, which prevent the 
inhabitants from capriciously subverting free 
institutions and establishing institutions of Sla- 
very ! Sir, it is a sophism, a subtlety, to talk of 
contemng upon a countjy, already secure in the 
bicssmga of Freedom, the power of self-destruo- 
uon. 

What mankind everywhere want, is not the 
removal of the Constitutions of Freedom which 
they have, that they may make at their pleasure 
tonatitutions of Slavery or of Freedom, but the 
privilege of retaining Constitutions of Freedom 
v/hen they already have them, and the removal 
pt Constitutions of Slavery when th^ have them, 
that they may establish Constitutions of Freedom 
Jn toejr place. We hold on tenaciously to all 
existing Constitutions of Freedom. Who de. 
tiOHncea any man for diligently adhering to such 
Constitutions? Who would dare to denounce 
ony one for disloyalty to onr existing Coastitu* 
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tloiit, If lUoy wcr« (7oniilituUoiin of Donpofinnj 
Hlavnry t Ilut It In fluppoiuid by noiiio iUitt 
tjiifi pi iiiohtio in lonn iinportnitt in V(iKt<i°(l to Kiiii- 
em nm\ Nournnlcn tbnn nii nKoiionil ontt— -ii Rontirnl 
prhioiplo niiptioablo to nil othor prtiaont nn<l 
uiluro ToriUoriofl of tlio tJnitod StiuoH. Do lio- 
iiornblo Hinintorn tlmi indt^od Huppono tboy nro 
vatnblinlihiK n prinolpio nt nil? Jlfoo^ I lliink thoy 
CKroglounly orr, whotlior tho prinoipIo in oithor 
good or bad, ripbt or wronif. Khiy nro not oidn- 
blmhin(i^ it, nnd onnnnt oatfibllitlt it in thia Avny. 
You subvert ono Inw ciiiirlolounly, by unnkinp 
anotbor Inw in itn pliiuo. Thnt in nl], Will your 
l«w hnvo nny inoro woight, nuthority, noloninity, 
or bindiiiff foroo on fuluro CongrciiacB, tlmu tho 
flret bud 7 You nbroRato tho law of your prcdo- 
coBBore — otliorfl will hnvo cqiml power nnd oc^lud 
liburty to nbrognto youra. xou idlow no bnrriorn 
nround tho old law, to protoot itflom nbro(<ntion. 
You oroct ntiHo around your now law, to stay tho 
band of future innovators. 

On whnt ground do you oxiicot tho now luw to 
ntond 7 If you aro onndid, you will confoBB that 
you rest your nesumption on the ground tbnt Iho 
i'rco StntoB will never ngitato repeal, but nlwnya 
acquience. It may bo that yon nro right. I nm 
not going to predict tho coureo of tho Freo StutoB. 
I cluim no authority to Bponk for tlicm, nnd still 
loea to way whnt they will do. But I may venture 
to sny, thr.t if thoy shall not roponl this law, it 
will not bo bocauBO they are not strong enough to 
do it Thoy hnvo iwwor iu the Houbo of Ropre- 
flontntives greater than thnt of tho Slave StutcB, 
and, when they choooo to exorcise it, a power 
greater oven here in tho Senate. The Free Stntca 
are not dull Bcholora, oven in practical political 
etratcgy. When you ehnll have taught thom that 
acoroproiniso law ostabliehing Freedom can be 
abrogated, and the Union nevcrtbelces Btoiid, you 
will linve let them into another secret, namely : 
that a law permitting or establishing Slavery can 
be repealed, and the Union nevertheless remain 
firm. If you inquire why thoy do not stand by 
their rights and their interests more firmly, I will 
tell you to the best of my ability. It is l>ecause 
they are conecious of their strength, and, there- 
fore, unsuspecting, and slow to apprehend danger. 
The reason why you prevail in so many contests, 
is because you are in perpetual fear. 

There cannot be a convocation of Abolitionisto, 
however impracticable, in Foneuil Hall or the 
Tabernacle, though it consists of men and women 
who have separated themselves from all effective 
political parties, and who have renounced all 
political agencies, even though they resolve that, 
they will vote for nobody, not even for them-* 
selves, to carry out their purposes, and though 
they practice on that resolution, bat yon take 
alarm, and your agitation renders neceseary such 
compromises as those of 1820 and of 1850. We 
aro young in tho arts of politics ; you are eld. 
We are strong ; yoa are weak. We aro, there- 
fare, over-confident, careless, and indifferent; 
yon are vidJant and active. Tbeee are traits 
that redound to your praise. They are mentioned 
not in your disparagement I say only, that 
there may bo an extent of intervention, of aggres- 
sion on your aide, which may induce the North, 
at some timo, either in this or in some futwe 
generation, to adopt your tactics and follow yonr 
example. Bemember now, that by unanimous 
consent, this new law will be a repealable statute, 
exposed to all the chances of the MisBonri Com- 
promisa It stands an infinitely wonse chance of 
endurance than that compromiBe did. 

The Mifisonri Compromise was a transaction 
trhich wise, learned, jpatriotie statesmen agreed 
to surround and fortify w:t]i the principles of a 
compact for mutual consiocirations, passed and 
executed, and therefore, although not irrepeal. 
^ieio iaot, yet iirepealaj^le in honor and con. 



noi<inco nnd down nt lonwt until thin very nonwlon 
of tho CongroHn of tho United Stidoii, it JinH Imd 
tho forco nnd nutliorHy not nutnily of nn not of 
(/'onRroHH, but of n covonnnt botwnou Iho Froo 
8f(d<)H nnd tho Hliivo Ntiiton, (uinvcdly Iobh Biuirod 
than tho Coniilitution itnulf. Now tlion, who nro 
your oontrncting jinrtion in tho law oiitftbllHhing 
iJovmnnioutH iu KnnHnii nnd NolnnHkn, nnd nb- 
rognling tho MinHonri (yoniproniifio7 What nro 
Iho cquivnlonfM iu tliiii law 7 Whnt hnn fho North 
given, nnd whnt linii tho Mouth got biuik, thnt 
innkoH thin n contrnot 7 Who protoudH thnt it ia 
anything moro than nu ordin-iry not of ordinary 
loglHlntion ? If, tlion, a law which ban nil tho 
fonnn nnd roloninitioH rooofjni/.od by connnim 
coiiBont an a oompiuit, nnd in covorod with trn- 
ditioiiH, onnnot Htnnd ninid thin Hhutlliiig of tho 
balnnco between tho Froo Stnton nnd tlui Slave 
StntoB, toll ino whnt chnnocH thia now law thnt 
you nro pamiing will hnvo 7 

You nro, movoovor, sotting a procodont which 
abropntofl all compromiHea. Four yonra ngo, you 
obtained tlio oonaont of a portion of tho Froo 
StntcH — enough to rondor tho effort at imnicdinto 
ropottl or roHiatanco nliko impoBsiblo — to what wo 
rcgai'd n.3 an uncoimtitutional not for iho Burron- 
dcr of fugitive slaves, nmt was dcolarod, by tho 
common conaonf of tho porBons noting in tho 
nnmo of tho two pnrtioH, tho Slave Stntcs nnd tho 
Froo StatcB in Congrcsa, an irrcpcninblo law — not 
ovon to bo quoBtionod, although it violated tho 
ConBtitution. In ostabliBhing thia new principle, 
you expoBO that law also to tho chnncoa of repoal. 
You not only bo oxpoBO tho fugitive slave law, 
but there is no solemnity about tho articles for 
tho nnnoxation of Toxns to tho United Stntoa, 
which does not hong about tho Misaouri Com- 

SromiBo; and when you hnvo shown thnt the 
liasouri CompromiBe can bo repealed, then the 
articles for tho annexation of Texas are subjoot 
to the will and pleasure nnd tho caprice of a tem- 
porary maiority in Congress. Do you, then, ex- 
pect that the Free States are to observe compacts, 
and you to be nt liberty to break them ; that 
thoy are to submit to lawa and leave them on the 
statute-book, however unconstitutional and how- 
ever grievous, and that you are to rest under no 
Buch obligation 7 I think it is not a reasonable 
expectation. Say, then, who from the North 
will be bound to admit Kansna, when Kansas 
shall come in here, if she shall come as a Slave 
State? 

The honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toombs,] and I know he is ns sincere as ho is 
ardent, jsays if he shall be here when Kansas 
comes OB a Free State, he will vote for her ad- 
mission. I doubt not that he would ; but he will 
not be here, for the very reason, if there be no 
other, that he would vote that way. When 
Oregon or Minnesota shall come here for admia- 
sion — within one year, or two years, or three 
years from this time — we shall then see what 
yonr new principle is worth in its obligatiou upon 
the slavenolding States. No; yon CBtablish no 
principle, you only abrogate a principle which 
was established for your own security as well as 
ours; and while you think yon are abnegating 
and resigning all power and all authoritv on this 
subj^t into the handa of the people of the Terri- 
tories, you are only getting over a difficulty in 
settling this question m the organiantion of two 
new Territories, by postponing it till they come 
here to be admitted as States, slave or free. 

Sir, in saying that your new principle will not 
be established by this bill, I reason from obvious, 
clear, well settled principles of human nature. 
Slavery and Freedom areantagonisticnl elements 
in this country. The founders of the Constitution 
framed it with a knowledge of that antagonism, 
and sntSTered it to continue, that it might work 
out its own ends. There is a commercial aata< 
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Koniiini. ail liTOdoiioiliiblo oiio, iKiiwotm (lio nyn- 
loiiin «(■ IVoo liibiir ami iilavo labor. Thoy liavo 
Imni at. war witli uiioli ollior nvor niiioo llio Oo- 
voriiiiiciU will I'MlabliiilKtil, ami tliiil. war in to 
otiiilinuo foidvdr. Tlui (ioiitdiil, wlion it. ruHiiiii 
botwoflii tliOHi) Uvd aiil(i|(oiiiMlio otoiiioiiiii, ill to bo 
(lottlod HoiiMiwIioio ; it in lo bo iiotllod in Iho iioat 
of ooulral powor, in tlio Fodoral L(Y(l»liktiiro. 
Tlio (/'oiiiitilutioii miilioH it tlio duly of Iho ooiilral 
(lovcriiniimt to doloniiiiio quwilioiiii, an otton an 
llioy iihall nriiio, in favor of oiio or (ho olbor 
party, and rofoiH tho dooiHion of Micm to tho 
iiii^jority of llio voIch in tho two Houhoh of Coii- 
(?r<!H!i. It will coino baok lion;, then, in Hpito of 
all tho oH'orln to onoajio from it. 

Thin rtiitaf^onifim niuiit oiid oillior in a nonara- 
tion of tho aiiln^onlHtiu partioH — tho Shivolioldiiif^ 
SlatoH and tho Frtio Htatea — or, nnoondly, in tho 
coniploto OHlabllHhiaont of tho infliionco of (ho 
Slavo powor ovor (ho l'Viio~or oIho, on tho other 
hand, m tliu OHtabliHhinont of tlio iiuj[)orioi' iiitlu- 
oiico of Froodoin over tho inlorciilH of Slavery. 
It will not bo tonniiiatod by a voluntary HceosHioii 
of eitlior party. Coiiiinorcial IntorcBtH bind tho 
Slavo SlatoB and tho Free StiitCB together in linka 
of gold that aro rivotod with iron, iind thoy <!an- 
not bo broken b^ passion or by axnbition. liitlior 
party will submit to the aacoiidancy of tho other, 
rather than yield the comincroiul advantages of 
this Union. Political ties bind (ho Union to- 
gether — a common noconBity, and not merely a 
common nccosHity, but the common intorestB of 
empire — of such empire as the world has nevor 
betore aeon. Tho control of the national power 
is the control of tiio groal; Western Continent j 
and tho control of this continent is to bo, in a 
very few years, tho controlling influence in tho 
world. Who is there, North, fliat hates Slavery 
so much, or who. South, that hates emancipation 
80 intensely, that ho can attempt, with any hope 
of success, to break a Union thus forged and 
welded together? I have always heard, with 
equal pity and disgust, throats of disunion in the 
Free States, and similar threats in the Slave- 
holding States. I know that men may rave in 
tho heat of passion, ond under great politieol ex- 
citement; but I know that when it comes to a 
question whether this Union shall stand, either 
•mth Freedom or with Slavery^ the masses will 
uphold it, and it will stand until some inherent 
vice in its Constitution, not yet disclosed, shall 
cause its dissolution. Now, entertaining these 
opinions, there are for me onl^ two alternaUves, 
VIZ. : either to let Slavery gam unlimited bway, 
or so to exert what little power and influence 1 
may have, as to secure, if I can, the ultimate pre- 
dominonce of Freedom. 

In doing this, I do no more than , those who 
believe the Slave Power Is rightest, wisest, aid 
best, are doing, and will continue to do, with ray 
free consent, vo establish its complete supremacy. 
If they shall succeed, I still shall be, as I have 
heen, a loyal citizen. If we succeed, I know they 
will be loyal also, because it will be safest, wisest, 
and best tor them to be so. The question is one, 
not of a day, or of a year, but of many years, and, 
for ought I know, many generations. Like all 
other great political questions, it will be attended 
sometimes by excitement, sometimes by passion, 
and sometimes, perhaps, even by faction ; but it 
is sure to be settled in a constitutional way, with- 
out any violent shock to society, or to any of its 
great interests. It is, moreover, sure to be settled 
rightly; because it will bo settled under tho 
benign influences of Republicanism and Chris- 
tianity, according to the principles of truth and 
justice, as ascertained by human reason. In pur- 
Buing Bueh a course, it seems to me obviously as 
wise as it is necessary to save all existing laws 
and Constitutions which are conservative of 
Freedom, and to permit, aa for as possible, the 
6 



oiitablishinout of no now onoii In fuyor of Shirory ; 
niul thuH turn awoy tho thon|(li(H of thii Stiiton 
wliioU (iilcr/itw Hlavory, from polltioal o(Vort« to 
piu'iiotunto what ill ilo nivtnro oiinnot bi> porpot- 
iial, to (ho inoro wiuu (vud bonign poli*.iy ot ouinu- 
oiiiadoii. 

Thill, in my liuinblo iudgmont, iij (|io nimplo, 
<)a«y path of duty for tlio Ainoricau StiitoHinnn. 
I will not contomplato that othor altornati ve — tlio 
groafor aHcondanoy of tho Slavo I'oAvor. 1 boliovo 
(liat if it hIimU over oomo^ tho voice of Froodoin 
win C0II80 to ho hoard in tliono Miillii, whalcvor 
amy bo the ovilii and dnugorii which Hluv<u vBhaU 
lirodiico. I uay this without diHrcnpcct for Itopro- 
(DiiitiitivcH of Slave Htatofl, and I (my it booiiuoo 
the right.H of petition and of debato on that aro 
olTootually tiupproHiicd — nccoHnarily mippronHod — 
ill all tho Slavo States, and booauiio thoy arc not 
alwayH hold in I'ovoronco, ovon now, in tho two 
ItouHCHof CongroHH. Whou froodoin of iipoooh 
on ft subject of nuoli vital intoroHt Hhall have 
coaaod to exist in Congress, then I nhall o.xpoot 
to nco Slavery not only luxuriating in all now 
TerritorioH, but stealthily creeping ovcu into tho 
Fioo Stated tliomsolvofl. llolicving this, (iiid be- 
lieving, also, that complete rospoiiBibility of tho 
Govoriimout to the people is oaBoiitial to public 
und private safety, and that decline and ruiu nra 
sure to follow, always, in tho train of Slavery, I 
am sure that this will bo no longer a land of 
Freedom and constitutional liberty when Slavery 
shall have thus become paramount. Aiifcrrc 
trncidare fahis nominibm imporium atque, ubi 
BolUudiiiem faciunt,pacem appellant. 

Sir, I have always said that I should not de- 
spond, even if tins fearful measure should bo 
efFecitod : nor do I now despond. Although, roa- 
soiiiiig from my present convictions, I should 
not have voted for the comproiniso of 1820, I 
have labored, in the very spirit of those who es- 
tablished it, to save the landmark of Freedom 
which it assigned. 1 have not spoken irrever- 
ently even of the compromise of 1850, which, as 
all men know, I opposed earnestly aud with dili- 
gence. Nevertheless, I have always preferred 
the compromises of the Constitution, and have 
wanted no others. 1 feared all others. This was 
a leading pi inciple of the great statesman of the 
South, [Mr. Calhoun]. Said he: 

" I see my way in the Constitution ; I cannot 
in a compromise. A compromise is but au act 
of Congress. It may be overruled at any time. 
It gives us uo security. But the Constitution is 
stable. It ia a rook on which we can stand, aud 
on which we can meet our friends from the non- 
slaveholding States. It is a firm and stable 
gjround, on which we can better stand in opposi- 
tion to fanaticism than on the shifting sands of 
compromise. Let us be done with compromises. 
Lot ns go back and stand upon the Constitu- 
tion." 

I stood upon this ground in 1850, defending 
Freedom upon it as Mr. Calhoun did in defend- 
ing Slavery. I was overruled then, and I have 
waited since without proposing to abrogate any 
compromises. 

It has been no proposition of mine to abrogate 
them now ; but tne proposition has come iromi 
another quarter — ^from an adverse ono. It ia 
about to prevail. The shifting sands of compro-' 
mise are passing from under my feet, and tney 
are now, without agency of mj own, taJdng hold, 
again on the rock of tbo Constitution. It shall iJ© 
no fault of mine if they do not remain firm. This 
seems to me auspicious of better days and wiser 
legislation. Through all the darkness and gloom 
of the present hour, bright stars are, breaking, 
that inspire me with hope, and excite me to per- 
severance. They show that the day of compro- 
mises has past forever, and that henceforward 
all great questions between Freedom aud Slavery 
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l«Kitiinnl()ly conihiK lioro— imrt nono olhoi oftu 
ooiiio- nlinll bo ftH fhoy mf^hl Ut ho, nj)oti 

tlioli" uuniln, )»y ft fair oxorftliio of lo^lfilfttivo 
t>owov, mid not by bni-){ftliiii of wiuivooiil pru- 
<t«n«o, if nolof (loubtftil inoriilUy. 

TUo IlouRO of Itoni'imoutntivon linn, niul it nl- 
wnyn will liavo, Mi in<ir<iii«inff iTH\)ont,y of nuim- 
borH IVdiu Iho Froo Mtutw. On tliiit ocjonnlon. Ihat, 
Ifoiino lm« not. boon iiltogotKor fuUlilfHii totlioiii' 
toroMtii <»f tho I'VW) Htotm ; for nlMu>Ufj;h it. Imir tnkoii 
Awiiy flio olmrtor of Froodom IVom KiiuimH «ii<l 
NobriiHlvii, it linn, nt tho naino tiino, told thin proud 
liody, in buifjiiugo which oompoln ii<)(|uioH()on«<), 
Uidt III Hubinittiii^ tho ij^uoHtion of itn rontoratioii, 
it would Hubinit it not inoroly to intoroiitod oiti- 
nonn, but to tho nlion inhnbitnntfl of tho Torri- 
torioH niflo. So tho giont intoroHtn of luiiniinity 
nro, after nil, thank» to tho Uoiiiio of UoproHont- 
ntivofl, niid thnnkn to God, aubinittod to tho 
voioo of humnn nnturo. 

Sir, I poo ono luoro flipfn of hopo. Tho jfront 
nupport of Bldvory in tho South hnflboou itB «lli- 
nnoo with tho Dcmoorntio pnrty of tho North. 
l)y nioaiin of that njlinnoo, it obtained pnrninount 
influonco in this Govornmont about tho your 1800, 
which from t]mt tinto to this, with but fow nnd 
Blight intcrruptionB, it haa maintninod. While 
Democracy in tho North haa thna been support- 
ing Slavery in the South, tho people of the North 
have boon learning more profoundly the princi- 

f loa of ropublicnniam and of froo government, 
t is an extraordinary circumctance, which you, 
sir, tho present occupant of the chair, (Idr. Stu- 
artj, 1 am euro will not gainsay, that at this mo- 
ment, whon there aeema to bo a more complete 
divorgouco of tho Federal Government, in favor 
of Slavery, than over before, tho sentiment of 
Universal Liberty is stronger in nil Free States 
than it over was before. With that principle, 
tho present Democrotic party must now come 
into a closer contest. Their prestige of Democra- 
cy is fast waning, by reason of tno hard service 
which their allianco with their slaveholding 
brethren has inposod upon them. That party 
perseveres, as indeed itmust,by reason of its very 
constitution, in that servicq, and thus comes into 
closer conflict with elements of true Democracy, 
and for that reason is destined to lose, and is fast 
losing, the power which it has held so firmJy and 
long. That power will not be restored until the 
principle established here now shall be reversed, 
and a Constitution shall be given, not only to 
Kansas and Nebraska, but also to every other 
national Territory, which will be not a tabvla 
raxa, but a Constitution secoring equal, univer- 
sal, and perpetual Freedom. 



Mr. Douglas closed the debate, reiterating 
and enforcing the views set forth in his Ee- 
port already given ; and at last tho vote 
was taken, and the bill passed : Teas 37 ; 
Nays 14 5 as follows : 

YEAS— For the Kansas-Nebraska bill : 

THeean. Adams, 
Atchison, 
Badger, 
Bayard, : 
Bei^amin, 
Brodhead, 
Brown, 
Butler, 
Cass, 
Clay, 
Dawson, 
Dixon, 

Dodge of Iowa, 
Douglas, 
Evans, 



Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jonea of Iowa, 

Jones of Tenn, 

Mason. 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Pettit., 

Pratt. 

Busk, 

Sebastian, 

Shields, 

SlidcU, 

Stuart, 

Thompson of Ky. 



FltKpatriok, • Tlioinfion of N. J. 
Ooyor, 'i'oucoy, 
Owli., Wollor, 
Williamn-;»7. 

NA YS'—Agaimt the. said bill ; 

MomUH. Hell, ilounloii, 

(!li(UU), •Ininoii. 
|)o(lgo of Wino. ISowfti d, 

ViMwoudoH, Kiuith, 

Filth Siiinnor, 
Foot, ■ Wndo, 

IlauiUn, Walker— 14. 

8o tho bill wna pii«Hcd, and its titlo de- 
clared to bo " An Act to omiviiizo tho Tor- 
ritorioB of NebruHku and ICaiiHus," and tho 
S<!iiat() adjourned over to tho TucHday fol- 
following. 



In the House, a bill to organize tho Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska had been noticed on tho 
first day of tho session, by Mr. John G. 
Miller of Mo., who introduced it December 
22nd. 

Jan. 2ith. — Mr. Qiddings gave notice of 
a bill to organize said Territory. 

Jan. 30f/t.— Mr. Pringlo of N, Y. en- 
deavored to have the bill passed at the last 
session (leaving the Missouri Restriction 
int^ict), reported by the Committee on Ter- 
ritories ; but debate arose, and his resolution 
lay over. 

Jan. 3Ut. — Mr. Richardson of 111., chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories, re- 
ported a bill " To organize the Territories 
of Nebraska and Kansas," which was read 
twice and committed. 

Mr. Richardson's bill was substantially 
Mr. Douglas's last bill, and was accompa- 
nied by no report. Mr. English of Ind. 
submitted the views of a minority of said 
Committee on Territories, proposing, with- 
out argument, the two following amend- 
ments : 

1. Amend the section defining the bound- 
ary of Kansas, so as to make " the summit 
of the Rocky Mountains" the western bound- 
ary of said Territory. 

2. Strike out of the 14th and 34th sec- 
tions of said bill all after the words " Uni- 
ted States," and insert in each instance (the 
one relating to Kan.sas, and the other to Ne- 
braska) as follows : 

Provided, That nothing in this act sholl be so 
construed, as to prevent the people of said Terri- 
tory, through the properly-constituted legislative 
authority, nova passing such laws, in relation +0 
tho institution of Slavery, os they may deem 
beat adapted to their locality, and most condu- 
cive to their happiness and welfare ; and bo much 
of any existing act of Congress as may conflict 
with the above right cf the people to regulate 
their domestic institutions in their own way, be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed." 

This appears to have been an attempt to 
give practical effect to the doctrine of 
Squatter Sovereignty ; but it was not suc- 
cessful. 
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Maif fl</i.— 'On motion of Mr. Uicliard- 
flon, tlio JloiiHo—Ycmi 101); Nayn H8- - 
niHolved itHcll" into a (Joiiiiiul,t«'0 of tlu) 
Whole, and toolc up the bill (IIouko No. 
2n(i) to oi'f^aiiiKO tho Torritorii'H of Nobraw- 
Ita and KaiiHiui, and diycunBod it — Mr. Oldn 
oJ' Ohio it) tho ohair. 

On cotninK out of Oomrnittco, Mr George 
W. JonoH of Tenn. moved that tho ruIcH be 
BURpornhMl flo art to enal)lo him to move the 
printing of Senate bill (No. 22, paswd the 
Senate aH aforciaaid) and th(i nniendnu-nt 
now pending to the Ilonpe bill. No quo- 
rum voted — luliourned. 

May y///.— Thin motion prevailed. Af- 
ter debat,e in Ooiuniittoc on the Kansas-Ne- 
brmika bill, *he Committee found itself 
without a quorum, and thereupon rose and 
reported the fact to ihe House — only 100 
Members were found to be present. After 
Boveral fi"uitles8 aotcmpta to adjourn, a call 
was ordered a'.itl a (juornm obtained, at 9 
P. M. At 10, an adjournment prevailed. 

il/a// loth. — Debate in Committee con- 
tinued. 

May IK/t. — Mr. Richardson moved that 
all debate in Committee close to-morrow at 
noon. 

Mr. English moved a call of the House : 
Refusetl ; Yeas 88 ; Nays 97. 

Mr. Mace moved that Mr. Richardson's 
motion be laid on the table : Defeated ; 
Yeas 95 ; Nays 100. 

Mr. EdgertoD of Ohio moved a call of 
the House : Refused ; Yeas 4.5 ; Nays 80. 

[The day was spent in what has come 
to be called "Filibustering" — that is, the 
minority moving adjournments, calls of the 
House, asking to be excused from voting, 
taking appeals, etc., etc. In the midst of 
this, Mr. Richardson withdrew his original 
motion, and moved instead that the debate 
in Committee be closed in five minutes after 
the House shall have resumed it. 

The hour of noon of the 12th having ar- 
rived, Messrs. Dean and Banks raised points 
of order as to the termination of the legisla- 
tive day. The Speaker decided that the 
legislative day could only be terminated by 
the adjournment of the House, except by 
constitutional conclusion of the session. Mr. 
Banks appealed, but at length withdrew his 
appeal. 

Finally, at 11^ o'clock, P. M., of Friday, 
12th, after a continuous sitting of thirty- 
six hours, the House, on motion of Mr. Rich- 
ardson, adjourned. 

May 13fA.~The House sat but two 
hours, and efiected nothing. 

May 15th. — Mr. Richardson withdrew his 
demand for the Previous Question on clos- 
ing the debate, and moved instead that the 
deoate close at noon on Friday the 19th in- 
stant. This he finally modified by substi- 
tuting Saturday the 20th ; and in this shape 
his motion prevailed by a two-thirds majori- 



ty— -Yoiui i;i7 ; NavH 06 — ^the following op- 
pon(!ntH of the bill voting for tho motion, 
uairiely : 

Mmnic— Tliomn* J. D. tf^iUor, Snuiiiol May- 

Nicw-IlAMi'Bnmir..— Ooo. W. KittnidKfl, Ooo. 
W. Morriiion— 2. 
MABSAcniJflKTTn.—Nalhnnidl V. UaiikH, jr.— 1. 
C'oNNiurnouT.— Orinoii 8. Soyinour— 1. 
Nnw-Yoiuc—Uilboit l)cnn, OJidrloe llughca 

l»KNN8yi.VANiA.— Michmil C. Trout -1. 

Ohio.— Alfred P. KdKiTtoii, llurvoy II. Jolm- 
iion, Audrow ICH'ihou, WilHiuu 1). liliiduloy, Thora- 
iiB Uicluiy— 5. 

Indiana.— Andrew .T. Harlan, Duniol Moco— 2. 

Ilmmoi.").- John WontwiMth— 1. 

MiciiioAN.—David A. Noblo, ITotitor L. Sto- 
vonH — 2. 

Wisconsin.— John B. Mncy — 1. 

ViuoiNiA.— John S. Mill8on~J. 

Total~21. 

Mr. Richardson, having thus got in his 
resolution to close the debate, put on the 
previous question again, and tho House — 
Yeas, 113 ; Nays, 09 — ugi oed to close tho 
debate on the 20th. 

Debate having been closed, the opponents 
of the measure expected to defeat or crip- 
ple it by moving and taking a vote in Com- 
mittee on various propositions of amend- 
ment, kindred to those moved and rejected 
in the Senate; soma of which it was be- 
lieved a majority of the House would not 
choose (or dare) to vote down ; and, though 
the names of those voting on one side or 
the other in Committee of the Whole are 
not recorded, yet any proposition moved and 
rejected there, may be renewed in the House 
after taking the bill out of committee, and is 
no longer cut off by the Previous Question ; 
as it formerly was. But, when the hour for 
closing debate in Committee had arrived, 
Mr. Alex. H. Stephens moved that the en- 
acting clause of the bill be stricken out ; 
which was carried by a rally of the friends 
of the bill, and of course cut off all amend- 
ments. The bill was thus reported to the 
House with its head off; wben, after a long 
struggle, the House refused to agree to the 
report of the Committee of the Whole- 
Yeas (for agreeing) 97 ; Nf ys 117 — bring- 
ing tho House to a direct vote on the en- 
grossment of the bill. 

Mr. xlichardson now moved an amend- 
ment, which was a substitute for the whole 
bill, being substantially the Senate's bill, 
with the clause admittmg aliens, who have 
declared their intention to become citizens, 
to the right of suffrage. He thereupon 
called the Previous Question, which thr- 
House sustained— Yeas 116; Nays .X'" 
when the House adopted his amen*"^"* — 
Yeas 115 ; Nays 95— and proceeded to en- 
gross the bill— Yeas 112 ; Nays 99— when 
he put on the Previous Quoation agam, and 
passed the bill fina.lVr~Xeas 113; Naya 
100— as follows V 



K:'..' THE S1'FJJGGX»H -FOR 

FROM THE FKEB STATES. , 

SIaine — ^MoscH McDonaid—1. 
NiuW-IlAna'aiuiiK — Ilany Ilibbni-d — 1. 
GoNNKCTicuT— Colin M. Ingeraoll — 1. 
■ VERiiioNT — jVohc. Massachusetts — None. 
Rhode Island — Ncme. 

NEW-Yoiik— Thomas W. Gumming, Francis 
B. Cuttinff, Peter Bov/o, John J. Taylor, Wil- 
liam M. Tweed, Hiram W ulbridgo, 'VV'illinm A. 
Wolkor,.Miko Waleh, Thco. li. Westbrook— 9. 

Pennsylvania— Sumuol A. lirid<jcs, John L. 
Dawfiou, Thomas B. Ploronco, J. Glancy Jones, 
William H. Kurtz, John McNair, Asa Packer, 
John Kobbins, Jr., Christian M.Straub, William 
H. Witte, Ilendrick B. Wripht— 11. 

New-Jeiisey— Samuel Lilly, George Vail— 2. 

Ohio— David T. Disney, Frederick W. Green, 
Edson B. Okls, Wilson Shannon — 4. 

Indiana — John G. Davis, Cyrus L. Dunham, 
Norman Eddy, William H. English, Thomas A. 
Hendi'icks, James H. Lane, Smith Miller— 7. 

ItLiNois—James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Wm. 
A. Richardson — 3. 

Michigan— Samuel Clark, David Stuart — 2. 

Iowa— Bernhart Henn — I. 

Wisconsin— iVonc. 

California — Milton S. Latham, J. A. MoDou- 
gaU— 2. Total 44. 

PItOJI THE SLAVE STATES. 

Delaware- George R. Riddle — 1, 

Maryland — ^William T. Hamilton, Henry 
Slay, Jacob Shower, Joshua Vansant — i. 

Virginia — ^Thomas H. Bayly, Thomas S. Bo- 
cock, John S. Caskie, Henry A. Edmundson, 
Charles J, Faulkner, William O. Goode, Zede- 
kiah Kidwell, John Letcher,. Paulus Powell, 
William Smith, John F. Snodgrass — 11. 

North Carolina — ^William S. Ashe, Burton 
Craige, Thomas L. Ciingman, John Kerr, Thos. 
Suffin, Henry M. Shaw— 6, 

SoDTH Carolina — William W. Boyce, Pres- 
ton S. Brooks, James L. Orr — 3. 

Geokcia— David J. Bailey^ Elijah W. Chas- 
tain, Alfred H. Colquitt, Junaxa Hillyer, David 
A. Reese, Alex. H. Stephens— 6. 

Alauabia— James Abercromlie, Williamson 
S. W, Cobb, James P. Dowdell, Sampson W. 
Hams, George S. Houston, Philip Phillips, Wil- 
liam R. Smith— 7. 

Mississippi — William S. Barry, William 
Bai-ksdale, Otho R. Singleton, Daniel B. Wright 
—4. 

Louisiana — ^William Dunbar, Roland Jones, 
John Perkins, Jr. — 3 

Kentucky — John C. Breckonridge, James S, 
Chrisman, Leander M. Cox, Clement S. Hill, 
John M. Elliot, Benj. E. Grey, William Pres- 
ton, Richard H. Stanton — 8. 

Tennessee — William M. Churchwell, George 
W. Jones, Charles Ready, Samuel A. Smith, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Felix K. ZoUicoJer — 6. 

Missouri — ^Alfred W. Lamb, James J. Lind- 
Icy, John G. Miller, Mordecai Oliver, John S. 
Pfaolps— 5. 

Arkansas- Alfred B. Greenwood, Ed^na A. 
Warrenr— 2. , . 
Florida — ^Aufcustus E. Maxwell — 1. 
Te.^as— Peter iS. Bell, Geo. W. Smyth— 2. 

Toial— 69. 

'TS'otal, Free and Slave States — 113. ' 

FREE STATES. ' 
lh\WB~-Barnnel P. BerKon, E. Wilder Far- 
ley, ThojiiQs J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall, Israel 
Washburn, Jr.— 5. ^ ' ' 



SLAVERY RESTEIGTION. 

NEWyHABii'SHiRE— George W, Kitti-edge, 
Georgo W. Morrison- -2. 

Massacuhsetts — NatJianiol P. Banks, Jr., 
Smiutel L. Crocker, Alkx. De Witt, Ediuara 
Dickinson. ' J. Wiley Edmands, Thomas T>. 
Eliot, John Z. Goodrich, Charles W. Upham, 
Samuel H. Walley, Tappaii Weuiioorth — 10, 

Rsiode Island— Thomas Davis, Benjamin B. 
Thurston— 2. 

Connecticut — Nathan Belcher, James T. 
Pratt, Origen S. Seymour— 3. 

Verjiont — James Meacliam, Alvah Sabin, 
Andrew Tracy — 3. 

NEw-YoRit — Henry Bennett, Davis Carpen- 
ter, Gilbert Deftu, Caleb Lyon, Reuben E. Fen- 
ton, Thomas . T. Flaf^ler, Georgo Hastings, l^olo- 
mon G. Haven, Charles Hughes j Daniel T. Jones, 
Orsamus B. Matteson, Edwin B. Morgan, 
William Murray. Andrew Oliver, Jared V. Peck, 
RufuB W. Pecknam, Bishop Perkins, Benjamin 
Pringle, Russell Sage, George A. Simmons, 
Gerrit Sbiith, John Wheeler- 22. 

New-Jersey — Ale.v. C. M. Pennington, 
Charles Skelton, Nathan T. Sti-otton— 3. 

Pennsylvania — Joseph R. Chandler, Carlton 
B. Curtis, JoJm Dick, Augustus Drum, William 
Evcrkart, James Gamble, Galusha A. Gro-w, 
Isaac E. Hiester, Thomas M. Howe, John Mc- 
Culloch, Ner Middlesioarth, David Ritchie, 
Samuel L. Russell, Michael C. Trout — 14. 

Ohio — Edtuard Ball, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Allied P. Edgerton, Andi'ew Ellison, Joshua R. 
GiDDiNGS, Aaron Harlan, John Scott HarH- 
son, H. H. Johnson, William D. Lindsley, M. H. 
Ni(!hol8, Thomas Richey, William R. Sapp, 
Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Edward Wade 
-15. ' 

Indiana — Andrew J. Harlan, Daniel Mace, 
Samuel W. Parker — 3. 

Illinois— Jcwes Knox, Jesse O. Norton, 
Elihn B. W ashburne, J ohn Went^vorth, Richard 
Yates — 5. 

Michigan— David A. Noblo, Hester L. Ste- 
vens — 2. 

Wisconsin — ^Beniamm C. Eastman, Daniel 
Wells, Jr.— 2. 
Iowa — None. California — None. Total — 91. 

SOUTHERN STATES. 

Virginia— John S. Millson — 1. 
North Carolina — Richard C. Puryear, 
Sion h. Rogers — 2. 

Tennessee — Robert M. Bugg, William Cul- 
lom, Emerson Etheridge, Ndtiianiel G. Tay- 
lor—A. 

Louisiana — Theodore G. Hunt — 1. 
Missouri — ^Thomas H. Benton — I. 
Other Southern States — None. Total — 9. 

Total, Free and Slave States — 100. 

ABSENT, OR NOT VOTING— 21. 

N. England States — William Appleton of 
Mass. — 1. 

New-York — Geo. W. Chase, James Manrieo 
—2. 

Pennsylvania — None. New-Jersey — None. 
Ohio — George Bliss, Moses B. Corwin — 2. 
Illinois — Wm. H. Bissell — 1. 
California — None. 
Indiana — Eben M. Chamberlain— 1. 
Michigan — None. Iowa — John P. Cook — 1. 
Wisconsin— John B. Macy — 1. 

Total from Free States— 9, 

Maryland — John R. Franklin, Augustus 22. 
Sollers—2. 
Virginia — ^Payette McMulIen — 1. 
North Carolina — Notie. Delaware — 
Nor^, 
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South Carolina— Wm. Aiken, Lawrcnco I>L 
Keitt, John McQueen— 3. 

GEORGiA—Wm. B. W. Dent, Jatnes L. Sewavd 
—2. 

At-ABAMA— iVo?!e. 

Mississippi — ^Wiley P. HmTiB— 1. 
Kentucky — Liun Boyd, (Speaker,) Presley 
Ewing — 2. 
Missounx — Samuel Caruthers — 1, 
Arkaneias — None. Florida — None. 
Tkxas — None. Tennessee — ^iVo;te. 
Louisiana — Notte. 

Total from Slave States — 12. 

Whigfl in Italics. Abolitionists in bmai-l oapitals. 
Bemocrata in Roman. 

May 23d. — The bill being thus sent to 
tlie Senate (not as a Senate but as a House 
bill), was sent at once to the Committee of 
the Whole, and there briefly considered. 

Maij2ith.— Mr. Pearce of Md. moved to 
strike out the clause in sec'. 5 which ex- 
■ tends the right of suffrage to 

"those who shall have declaved on oath theU" 
intention to become such, [citizens] and shall 
hayi) taken an oath to support the Constitution 
of the United States, and the provifiions of tiiis 
act." 

Negatived— Teas ; Bayard, Bell, Brod- 
head, Brown, Clayton, Pearce, and Thomp- 
son of Ky Nays 41. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading-— Yeas 35 ; Nays 13, as 
follows : 

YEAS— For Engrossing: 

Messrs. Atchison, Mo. Mason, Vo. 

Badger, N. C. Morton, Fla. 

Benjamin, La. Noms, N. H. 

Brodhead, Pa. Pearce, Md. 

Brown, Miss. Pettit, Ind. 

Builer, S. C. Pratt, Md. 

<Uus8, Mich. Eusk, Texas, 

CJay, Ala. Sebastian, Ark. 

Dawson, Ga. Shields, lU. 

Douglasj III. Siidell, La. 

Fitzpatriek, Ala. Stuart, Mich. 

Gwin, Cal. Tlwmpson, Ky. 

Hunter, Va. Thomson, N. J. 

Johnson, Ark. Toombs, 6a. 

Jones, Iowa, Toucey, Ct. 

.c/b«R8, Tenn. WelIor,Cul. 

Malloiy, Fltt. WilUama, N. H. 
Wright, K J.— 35. 

NAYS — Against Engrossing : 

Messrs. Allen, R. L Gillette, Ct. 

i?c«, Tenn. ~ " 

Chase, Ohio, 



Clayton, Del. 
Fish, N. r. 
Foot, Vt. 



HaralinjJIe. 
James, K. L 
SewardflS. Y. 
SusiNER, Mass. 
Wade, Ohio, 



Walker, WiBC.— 13. 

Domocrato in Roman; Whigo ia Italics; FreeDomo- 
ctato in Small Caps. 

_ The bill was then passed without further 
division, and, being approved by the Presi- 
dent, became a law. Its provisions are as 
follows : 

An Act io organize tlio Terrltoriea of Nobraska and 
Kancas. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of_ Rep- 
resentatives of the. United States of America tn 
Congreso aesembled: That all that part of the 



Territory of the United Statoa included NTilliin tho 
following limits, except such portions thereof no are • 
hcroinaiter expressly eicinptcd from Oio opora- 
tions of tbis act, to wit: beginning ut a point in 
the Miesouii river where the fortiGfu pariillol of 
north latitude croasea tho same ; thenco vrcat on 
said parallel to the east boundary of tho Territory 
•of Utah on tho summit of tho liocky Mountains ; 
thenCG on said summit iiorthword to tho forty- 
ninth parallel of north latitude ; thence bant on 
said parallel to tho western boundary of the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota ; thence couthv/P.rd on said 
boundary to tho Missouri river ; thouco down tho 
main channel of said river to tlie pinco of begin- 
ning, bo, and tho same is hereby created into a 
temporary government by tho iinnio of tho Terri- 
tory of Nebraska ; and when admitted oh a State 
or States, tho said Territoiy, or any portion of tho 
same, shall bo received into tho Union vrilh or 
without Slavery, as their constitution may pre- 
scribe at tho time of their adtnisBion : Provided, 
That nothing in this act contained shall bo con- 
Rtf ued to inhibit tho government of tho United 
States from dividing said Territory into two or 
moretemtorics, in auch manner and at ouch times 
as Congress shall deem convenient and proper, or 
from attaching any portion of said Territory to 
any other State or Territoiy of tho United States : 
Provided further, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shell be construed to impair the rightB of 
person or property now pertaining to the Indians 
in said Ten-itory, so long ns such rights shall re- 
main unextinguished by treaty between tho Uni- 
ted States and euch Indians, or to include any 
Teixitory which, by treaty with any Indian tribe, 
is not, without the consent of said tribe, to bo in- 
cluded within the territorial limits or jurisdiction 
of any State or Territory ; but all such Territory 
shall be cKcepted out of the boundaries, and con- 
stitute no part of the Territory of Nebraska, until 
said tribe shall signify their assent to the Presi- 
dent of tho United States to bo included within 
tho said Ten-itory of Nebraska, or to effect the 
authority of the government of the United States 
to malte any regulations respecting such Indians, 
thoir lauds, property, or other rights, by treaty, 
law, or othenvise, ^yhich it would have bees 
competeut to tho government to make if this act 
had never passed. 

Sec. 2. That the executive power and authori- 
ty in and over said Territory of Nebraska shall 
bo vested in a governorj who shall hold his oflP.co 
for four years, and until his succisssor shall bo 
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed 
by tho President of the United States. Tho gov- 
ernor shall reside within said Territory, and ehall 
be commander-in-chief of the militia thereof. Ho 
may grant pardons and respites for offenses 
against the laws of said Territory, and reprieves 
for offenses against the laws of the United States, 
until the decision of the President can bo made 
known thereon ; he shall commission all ofHcero 
who shall be appointed to olTico under tho laws 
of the said Territory, and shall take care that tho 
lav/s bo faithfully executed 

Sec. 3. That there shall foo a secretary of said 
Territory, who shall reside therein, and hold his 
office for fivo years, unless sooner removed by 
the President of ihe United States ; he shall re- 
cord and preserve all the laws and proccedinga 
of the legislative esE^mbly hereinafter constitufc. 
ed, and all tho acts and proceedings of the govern- 
or in his executive department ; he shali trnns- 
mit one copy of tho laws and ^journals of the lo- 
gislalive assembly, within thirty days after the 
end of each session, and one copy ot tho execu- 
tive proceedings and olTicial correspondencG 
semi-annually on Vie first dajrs of January and 
July in each year, \o tho President of tho United 
States, and two copies of tho laws to the Presi- 
dent of the Senate and to tho Speaker of the 
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HouDO of Koprecontp tivea, to bo deposited in the 
libvarica of Coiigreca; and, in o.iRe of the death, 
reinoval, resignation, or absence of the governor 
from tlio Territory, the fjecrofQiy shnll be, and ho 
ia hereby avi< Jjoiiscd and rciinired to execute and 
perform all the pcwera end duties of the governor 
duriufj Eueh vacancy or abseuco, or until another 
fjovonior ehull bo duly appointed and quolified to 
liil such vacancy. 

Sec. -1. That the legislative power and authori- 
ty of said Territoiyehall bo vested in the governor 
and a lep^islattvo asBembly. The logialtitive an- 
Eombly sholl consist of a council and house of 
represontativer;. The council shall consist of 
thirteen niembera, having the qualifications of 
voters as heroinaffcer prescribed, whoso term of 
eorvice shnll continue two years. The house of 
representatives shall, at. its Sx-st eession, consist 
of twenty-six members, posciesBing the same 
qualificntions ns prescribed for members of the 
council, and who^e term of service shriU continue 
one year. The number of representatives may 
bo incrauacd by the legislative assembly, from 
time to time, ia proportion to the increase of 
qualified voters ; Provided, That the whole num- 
ber shnll never exceed thirty-nine ; an apportion- 
ment shall bo made as nearly equal as practica- 
ble, among the several counties or districts, for 
the election of tlio council and representatives, 
g[iving to each section of the territory representa- 
tion in the ratio of its qualified voters , as nearly 
as may be. And the members of the council and 
of the hovise of representatives shall reside in, and 
be inhabitnnts of, the district or county, or coun- 
ties, for which they maybe elected, respectively. 
Previous to the first election, the governor shall 
cause a census, or enumeration of the inhabitants 
and qualified voters of the several counties and 
districts of the lemtory, to bo taken by such 
pereons and ia such mode as the governor shall 
designate and appoint; and the persons so ay- 
pointed shall receive a reasonable compensation 
therefor. And the first election shall be held at 
ouch times, and nlneoi?, snd be conducted in 
such manner, both as to the persons who shall 
superintend snch election, and the returns there- 
of, as the >>'Overnor shall apnoint and direct ; and 
ho shall at the same time doclaro the number of 
members of the council and house of representa- 
tives to which each of the counties or districts 
ohall be entitled under this act. Tho persons 
bavin" the liighest number of legal votes in each 
of said co'jneii districts for members of the coun- 
cil, shall be declared by tho governor to bo duly 
elected to tho council ; and tho persons having 
the highest number of legal votes for the house 
of representatives, shall bo declared by the 
governor to bo duly elected members of 
said houpo: Provided, That in oaso two or 
more persona voted for shall have en equal 
number of votes, nnd in case a vacancy 
shall otherwise occur in either branch of the 
legislative assembly, the governor shall order a 
new election ; and the peiisons thus elected to tho 
legislative assembly shall meet at snch ^lacearm 
on snch day an tho governor shall appoint ; but 
thereafter, the time, place, and manner of holding 
and conducting all clectiona by tho people, and 
the apportioning tho representation in tho 
Deveral counties or districts to the council nnd 
house of repreyentativcs, according to tho num- 
ber of qualified voteiy, shall bo prescribed by 
law, as well as tho day of the commencement of 
tho regular Desoions of tho legislativo assembly : 
Provided, That no session in any one year shall 
exceed tho term of forty days, except tho first 
Dcssion, which may continue sixty daj^a, 

Ssc. 5. That every free white male inhabitant 
above tho age of t^vonty-ono years, who shall be 
an actual resident of said territory, ond shall 
possess tho qualificationa heromafter prescribed. 



shall bo entitled to vote at the first election, nnfl 
sliall be eligible to any oifico within tho said ter- 
ritory ; but the qualifications of voters, and of 
holding office, at nil eubscquont elections, shnU 
be such as Ehnll bo prose, ibed by tho legislative 
asBcmbly : Provided, That the right of euffrngo 
and of holding ofllce shall bo exercised only by 
citizens of tho United States and those who shall 
have declared on oath their intention to become 
such, and shall havo taken on oath to support 
tho Constitution of tho United States and tho 
provisions of this act : And 'provided further. 
That no otBcer, soldier, seoman, or moriue, or 
other person in tho army or navy of tho United 
States, or attached to troops in tho service of tho 
United States, shall bo allowed to vote or hold 
ofiice in said teiTitory, by i-euson of being on 
service therein. 

Sec. 6. That the legislative power of the terri- 
tory shall extend to all rightful subjects of legis- 
lation consistent with tho Constitution of tho 
United States and the provisions of this act j but 
no law shall bo.paBsed interfering with the pri- 
mary disposal of tho soil ; no tax shall bo imposed 
upon tho property of tlie United States ; norshoil 
tho lands or other property of uon-rcsidentB bo 
toxed higher than the lands or other property of 
residents. Every bill which shall have passed 
the council and house of representatives of tho 
soid territory, shall, before it become a laWj bo 
presented to the governor of tho territoiy ; it ho 
approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall re- 
turn it with his objections, to the house in which 
it originated^ who shall enter ttio objections at 
large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider 
it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of 
that house shall agi'ee to pass tho bill, it shall bo 
sent, together with tho objections to tho other 
house, by which it shall likewise bo reconsidered, 
and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it 
shall become a law. But in all such cases the 
votes of both houses i?hall be determined by yeas 
and nays, to bo entered on the journal oi each 
house respootiveJy. If any bill Bholi not bo re- 
turned by the governor, within three days (Sun- 
days excepted) after it shall have been presented 
to him, the same shall be a law in like manner aa 
if he had signed it, unless tho assembly, by ad- 
journment, prevent its return, in Virhich case it 
shnll not be a law. 

Sec. 7. That all township, district, and county 
ofiicers, not herein otherwise provided for, shall 
be appointed or elected, os the case may be, ia 
such manner ns shall bo provided by the gov- 
ernor and legislativo assembly of tho Territory 
of Nebraska. The governor shall nominate, and, 
by and with tho advice and consent of the legis- 
lative coun<;il, appoint all officers not herein 
otherwise provided for ; and in the first instanco 
tho governor alone may appoint all said ofllcers, 
who shnll hold their offices until the <w\ of tho 
first session of tho legislative assembly : and shall 
lay off tho necessary districts for members of tho 
council ond houso of representatives, nnd all 
other officers. 

Sec, 8. Tl.'ttt no member of tho legislative as- 
sembly shall hold, or bo appointed to, any office 
which shall havo been created, or the salary or 
or emolumouts ofwhich shallhavebeen increased, 
while he was a member, during the term for 
which ho wos elected, and for one year after tho 
expiration of such term ; but this restriction shall 
not bo applicable to members at tho first Jeyisla- 
tive misembly; and no person holding a commis- 
sion or appointment under tho United States, ex- 
cept postmasters, shall bo a member of the legis- 
lativo assembly, or shall hold any office under 
tho government of said territory. 

Seo, 9. Thatthe judicial power of said Tomto- 
ry shall bo vested in a supremo court, district 
courts, probate courts, and in justices of tho 
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pcaco. Tho suprciuo court gIirU conEist of a 
chief justice nad tv.'o nnaociate justices, any two 
of whom shall coastituto a quorum, and who 
shall hold a term at tho seat of goA'crument of 
flaid Territory ann;ially, avd tliey suall hold thoir 
offices during tho period of four years, and untii 
their Bucccssors ehall bo appointed and qualified. 
Tho BaidTeiTitory shall bo divided into three judi- 
cial districts, and a district court shall be held in 
each of said disti-ictB by one of tho justices of tho 
supreme court, at such tim-os and places as may 
be prescribed by lavr ; and tho said judges shall, 
after their appointments, respectively, reside in 
the district wftich shall be assigned them. The 
jurisdiction of tho several courts herein provided 
for, both appellate and original, and tliat of the 
probaio courts and of justices of Iho peace, shall 
bo as limited by law : Provided, That justices of 
the peace shall not have jurisdiction of any mat- 
ter in cGiitroversy when the title or boundaries 
of land may be in dispute, or where tho debt or 
sum claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars ; 
and the said supreme and district courts, ro- 
speotivel^, shall possess chancery as well as com- 
mon law jurisdiction. Each district coiurt, or the 
judge thereof, shall appoint its clerk, who shall 
also be the register id" chancery, and shall keep 
his office at tllo place where the court maybe 
held. Writ.o, of error, bills of exception, and ap- 
peals shaU bo allowed in all cases from tho final 
decision of said district courts to the supreme 
court, under such regulations as may bo pre- 
scribed by law ; but m no case removed to the 
supremo court shall trial by jury bo allowed in 
said court. Tho supremo court, or tho justices 
thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, ani every 
clerk shall hold nis office at the pleasure of the 
court for which ho shall have been appointed. 
Writs of error, and appeals from tlio final decision 
of said supreme court, shall be allowed, and may 
bo taken to tho supremo court of the United 
States, in the samo manner and under the same ro- 
crulations o& from tho circuit courts of the United 
States, where tho value of the property, or tho 
amount in controversy, to "bo ascertained by the 
oath or affirmation of either jparty, or other com- 
petent witness, shall exceed one thousand dol- 
lars ; except only that in all eases involving title 
to slaves, tho said writs of error or appeals shall 
be allowed and decided l.-y the snid supreme 
court, without regard to tho value of tho matter, 
property, or title in controversy ; and except also 
that a writ of error or appeal shall also bo allowed 
to tho supreme couri; of the United States, from 
tho decisions of the said supremo court created 
by this act. or of any judge thereof, or of tho dis- 
trict courts created by this act, or of any judge 
thereof, upon any mit of habeas corpus, involv- 
ing the question of pereonal freedom ; Provided, 
Tiiat nothing herein contained shall bo construed 
to apply to or affect the provisions of tho " act 
respecting fugitives from justice, and persons es- 
caping from the service of their masters," ap- 
proved Pebrnnry twelfth, seventeen huudred and 
ninety -three, fuid tho " act to amend and eupple- 
meutary to tho aforesaid act," approved Septem- 
ber eighteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty ; and 
each ot the said district courts shall havo and ex- 
orcise the 6nm.o jurisdiction in all eases arising 
under tlio Constitution and laws of tho United 
States, as ia vested in tho. cu-cuit and district 
courts of tho United States ; and the said supremo 
and district courts of the enld Territory, and the 
reannntivo 'udgc-s thereof, shall and may gi-ant 
wrfts of haueas corpus in all cases in which tho 
Game aro granted by tho judges of tho United 
States in tho District of Columbia ; and the first 
BIS. days of every term of said cpurto, or so much 
thereof as shall bo necessary, shall bo appropriat- 
ed to tho trial of causes oi-ising under tlio said 
Constitution and laws, nud writs of error and ap- 



peal in nil such cases shnll bo mado to tho .to- 
premo court of said Territory, tho same as in 
other coses. The said clerk shall receive in all 
such cases tho same foes which tho clerks of tho 
district courts of Utali Territory now receive for 
similar services. 

Sec. 10. That tho provisions of an act entitled 
" An act respecting fugitives from justice, and 
persons cscapiiig from the service of their mna- 
tors," approved February twelve, soventeoa 
hundred and ninety-three, and tho prov!Bions''of 
tho act entitled " An act to amend, nud supple- 
mentary to, tho aforesaid act," approved Septem- 
ber eighteen, eighteen hundred and fafty, bo, and 
tho samo ore hereby, declared to extend to, and 
bo in full force within, tho limits of said Ten-itory 
of Nebraska. 

Sec. 11. That there shall be appointed an at- 
torney for said Territory, wlio shall continue in 
office for four years, and until his successor shall 
bo appointed and qualified, unless sooner ro- 
moved by tho President, and who shall recoivo 
tho samo fees and salary as tho attorney of tho 
United States for the present Territory of Utah. 
There shall also bo u marshal for tho Territory 
appohitcd, who shall hold his office for four 
years, nnd until his successor shall bo appointed 
and qualified, unless sooner removed by the Pre- 
sident, and who shall cseeuto all processes issu- 
ing from tho said courts when osercising tioir 
jurisdiction as circuit and district courts of the 
United States; ho shall perform the duties, bo 
subject to tho same regulations and penalties, 
and be entitled to tho same fees as the marshal of 
tho district court of tho United States for tho 
present Territory of Utah, and shall, in addition, 
bo paid two hundred dollars annually aa a com- 
pensation for e.Ktra services. 

Sec 12. That tho governor, secretary, chief 
justice, and associate justices, attoniey and mar- 
shal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the 
advice and consent of tho Senate, appointed by 
the President of tho United States. The govern- 
or and secretary to bo appointed as aforesaid, 
shall, before they act us such, respectively take 
an oath or affirmation by tho laws now in force 
therein, or before tho chief justice or somo asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court of tho United 
States, to support the Constitution of tho United 
States, and faithfully to discharge the duties of 
their respective offices, which snid oaths, when 
so taken, shall bo certified by the person by 
whom the same shall have been txilcen ; and such 
Certificates shall be received and recorded by tho 
said secretary among the executive procccdmgs : 
and tho chief justice and associate justices, und 
all other civil officers in said Territory, before 
tliey act aa such, shall take n like oath or affirm- 
ation before tho said governor or secretary, or 
some judgo or justice of tho peace of tho territory 
v.'ho may bo duly commissioned and qualified, 
which said oath or affirmation shall be certified 
nad transmitted by tho person taking the same to 
the secretary, to no by him recorded as afore- 
said; and afterwards the like oath or affirma- 
tion shall bo taken, certified, and recorded, in 
such manner and form as may be prescribed by 
law. Tho governor shall receive an annual sala- 
ry of two thousand fiyo hundroa dollars. Tho 
cuief justice and associate justices shall receive 
an annual salary of two thousand dollars. Tho 
secretary shall 'reeeivo an annual salary of 
two thousand dollars. Tho said salaries shall 
bo paid quarter-yearly, from tho dates of the re- 
spective appointments, at tho Treasury of tho 
United States ; lint no such payment shull be 
made until snid officers shall have entered upon 
the duties of their respective appointments. The 
members of the legislative assembly shall bo 
entitled to receive three dollars each per day du- 
ring their nttondanco at tho sessions thorcot, and 
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fbmi (lollnin mvh for ovory hvonty niiloii' Inivol 
ill K'>iiij; lo, aiiit i'oliit'iiiii/,r tVoin, IlKuiaiil itoHMlotiH, 
ontinuiloil (i(^iuii'(liii|^ l<> (lin iKinnwI. uriiiiilly-lniv- 
oliiil roiito; r.tul /til (iddilloiint iillofvniKKi of tliroo 
(lolliii'H nliall \h> [iriid to iUo iir«fiiiliii|( oflloor of 
oaoli lioiiiKi for oiui)i iliiy lio mliiill nii pi'onido. Ami 
n (iliioi* (iKmU, Olio annlHtduh olork.u norij-oaiil-at,- 
luiiiH, and diior konimr may bo oIiohoii for oaoli 
lioiiHO ; and lli(.< oliiiif oldi'kiduill nutoivo foiii'ddl- 
liu'H \\{\Y day, and (lioiiUld otluir <)(n<wm tlirco dol- 
ImTii [icr d(iy, dnrinjf tlio nOHMiuu of llio lo/^inlalivo 
aHiKMnbly i hiif no ot|ior odhior nliall bo iiaid by 
tbo Uniltid Stalon : I'rovidcd, That Ilioio iibull ho 
but (ino iKiiwiou of tho log'udaliiio aniuiidly, un- 
luHH, oil iiii oxlviioidiiiary oooaDioii, tlio governor 
Hliall fhiiik propor to (iail tboloKiHiaturo foKOllior. 
I'lioro Hindi bo ajinronriatod, aiiiiiiidly, ibo UHual 
niiin, (o bo oxiioiidcd l)y tlio ((ovomorto defray 
tlio coiitiii(i;oiit: exiionaoH of (ho territory, i'iioIikI- 
iiifj the nalary of a clerk of tho exeeutivo depart- 
nieiit; and tlioro Hliall alnobo apiiroprialed annu- 
nlly, a miflhiieiit. huiii, to bo oxpondod by tlio 
flO(!ret(iry t)f tlin Territory, nud upon au oBtimato to 
bo made by the eoerotary of tho TroaHury of tho 
United StatoH, to defray thooxpoimcfl of tho legiH- 
Ifttivo asaembly, tho printing of tho laws, and 
Other incidental exponseH ; and tho {lovornor and 
Bccrolaiy of (ho Territory bIuiH, in llio diBburao- 
mont of all moneys intruBtcd to them, bo (rovorn- 
cd solely by tho iiistructioiis of tbo soerotary of 
iho Treasury of tho United Statce, and shall, Bomi- 
annually, aeeount to tho aaid secretary for tho 
manuor in which tho aforesaid moneys flhnUhavo 
been oxpondod ; and no expenditure shall bo 
made by said lofjislativo assembly for cbjeots not 
specially authorized by tho nets of Congress 
making tho appropriations, nor beyond tho sums 
thus appropriated for such objects. 

Sec. 13. That tho legislative assembly of tho 
Territory of Nebraska shall hold its first session 
at such' time and place in said Territory as the 
governor thereof shall appoint and direct ; and at 
aaid first sessiunj or as soon thereafter as they 
shall deem oxpeui«nt, ILo {jovernor and iegislu- 
tive assembly shall proceed to locate and estab- 
lish the seat of government for said Territory at 
Buch pluco a.' they may deem eligible ; waich 
place, however, shall thereafter be subject to be 
chnnfjed by (he said governor and legislotive as- 
eembiy. 

Sec. 14. That a delegate to the House of Sep- 
resentatives of the United States, to ser%'e for the 
term of two years, who shall be a citizen of the 
United States, may be elected by the voters quali- 
fied to elect members of the legislative assembly, 
who shall bo entitled to the same rights and privi- 
leges as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates 
from the several other temtories of the United 
States to the said House of Eepresentatives ; but 
the delegate first elected shall hold his seat only 
during the term of the Congress to which he shal! 
be elected. The first election shall be held at 
such time and places, and be conducted in sKch 
manner, as the governor shall appoint and di- 
rect ; and at oil subsequent eleotions, the times, 
places, and manner of holding the elections shall 
bo prescribed by law. The person having tlie 
greatest number of votes shall oe declared by the 
governor to be duly elected, and a certifacate 
Siereof shall be given accordingly. That tho 
Constitution and all the laws of the United 
States which are not locally inapplicable, shall 
have tho same force and eflfcct within the aaid 
Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within 
the United States, except the eighth section 
of the act preparatory to tho admission of Mis- 
aouri into the Union, approved March sixth, 
eighteen hundred and twenty, which being in- 
cooeistent with the principle of non-intervention 
, by Congress with Slavery in the States and Ter- 
ritories, us recognized by the legislation of eight- 



(1011 huiidiod ami (ll'ly, oiuamonly cdlbvl Iho Oom- 
pi'oiiiiiioMoafiui'cn, in lioroby (htiiliiivid iiioporallvo 
and void ; itboiiir^ Iho tnui iiilniit nud iiioaniiiii; 
(i( thill act iiol, to le(j;iiil(ih! Hl/ivi'iy iiiUi aiiy'l'or- 
riloiy or NIalc, uor to oxcludc it Ihcmfidin, but 
to leiivo Iho people tlioroof perfectly froo to forn» 
a!id I'Ofliilato their doiiioiitio iiiMriliilioiiri iu their 
own way. nubjeot only lo (ho (/'onHlilutioii of tho 
Uiiit(Ml nfuloH : Pniiiidrdy That iiolhiiig lioroin 
wmtulnod ni be countruod to r<!viv« or put iu 
foreo any law or ro/<ulation which may have ox- 
iiilod prior lo thoaet of iiixlh »tf March, oighleon 
hiiiidt'oil and twoiily.'oillior prolooliii/j;, odtabliiih- 
iiig, probibiling or r.*ii>linhiii(j:. Slavery. 

Sko. 15. That Ihoro nliall lierealTer bo /ippro- 
priatod, an has been ciiiitomary for Iho territorial 
govorimu;nt<i, a Hullloiont ainoinit, to bo oxpoiidod 
inidor the direction ofthoiiaid governor of tho 
Territory of Nebraska, not oxeoodiiig Iho Bums 
horotoforo njiproiiriatod for similar objects, for 
tho erection of nuitablo publio buildings at tho 
seat of govornmont, and for tho piirohaso of a 
library to bo kopt at the seat of government for 
tho uue of the governor, IcgiHlative aHBombly, 
judges of tho Buprtrtno court, secretary, marHlial, 
and attorney of said territory, and such other 
persons, aiul under such regulations as shall bo 
proHcribod by law. 

Sec. 1(5. That when tho lands in tho said ter- 
ritory shall bo surveyed under tho direction of 
the government of tho United States, prepara- 
tory to bringing same into market, sections num- 
borod sixteen and thirty-six, in each township in 
feaid territory, shall bo, and tho same are hereby, 
reserved for tho purpose of being applied to 
schools in said teritory, and in tho States and Ter- 
ritories hereafter to bo erected out of tho same. 

Sec. 17. That, until othonvise provided bylaw, 
tho governor of said Territory may define tho 
judicial districts of said Territory, and assign tho 
judges who may bo appointed for said Territory 
to the several districts; and also appoint tho 
times and places for holding courts in the eevera! 
counties or subdivisions in"each of said judicial 
districts by proclamation, to be issued by him; 
but the legislative assembly, at their first, or any 
subsequent session, may organize, alter, or modi- 
fy such judicial districts, and ossign the judges, 
and alter the times and places of holdmg the 
courts, as to them shall seem proper and con- 
venient. 

Sec. 18. That all officers to be appointed by 
the Pi'esident, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, for the Territory of Nebraska, who, 
by virtue of the provisions of any law now exist- 
ing, or which may be enacted during the present 
Congress, are required to ^ve security for moneys 
that may be intrusted with them for disburse- 
ments, shall give such security, at such time and 
place, and in such manner as the Secretary of the 
Treasury may prescribe. 

Sec, 19. That all that part of the teiritory of 
the United States included within the following 
limits, except such portions thereof as are here- 
inafter expressly exempted from the operations 
of this act, to wit : begmning at a point on the 
western boundary of tho State of Missouri, where 
the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude crosses 
the some ; thence west on said parollel to the 
eastern boundary of New-Mexico ; thence north 
on aoid boundary to latitude thirty-eight ; thence 
following said boundary westward to the east 
boundary of the Territory of Utah, on the summit 
of the Itocky Mountains ; thence northward on 
said summit to the fortieth parallel of latitude ; 
thence east on said parallel to the western bound- 
ary of the State of Missouri ; thence south with 
the western boundary of said Sttito to the place 
of beginning, bo, and the same is hereby, created 
into a temporary government by tho name of the 
Territory of Kansas; and when admitted as a 
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BIftio or Hlft((Mi, (lio Tdiritoiy, (ir nny por- 
tion ol'tli(( iiiiino, iiliiill 1)0 r^Mioivcd into IImi Union 
with or witlutui: Hliivtiry, iiii Ihoir (jonnllliition 
nuiy indiiorilio al, llio Inno oC litoir niUniimlon : 
J'rnntitcil, 'I'luil, nolliini; in tliin tn;\. ciontiiinod 
(ilinll lid coiiiitnu.il (0 inhibK, i\w (^lovornnuint, of 
llio Unllod Billion iVom dividinj; luiid 'J'orritory 
info two <n-moro torriloricii, in (uich nuinmir (uid 
nl, iiuol» linioii iiH (!on/,'nwii hIiiiII d<!on» oonvoniont 
and nropor, or iVoni utl,iioliin|r any portion ofmiid 
T(>rrltory to (iny ollior Htiito or Torritory of llio 
IJnitod SlaloH! J'niiiiilcd/ur/Jici; Tluit, nothing 
in tliin (let ooiitiunod nhiill bo «(» ooiiHtruod im to 
iinimir tlio lighlti iifiioriiou or inoiwrty now por- 
tdinintj to tlio Indiiinn in Hidd Torritory;, ro long 
•iH mioh ri^jlitrt nlinll roninin uncxlinguitihod by 
troalybotwoKnthoUnitodRtdtoH rind aiiolilndiium, 
or to incdudo ruiy torritory vvliidi, hy Iroiity with 
nny Indiim triho, in not^ without tl»o ooiifiont of 
Hdid tribo, to bo iiudiKlod within tho torritoriiil 
liinilR or juriHduitiou of nny State or Torritory ; 
but (ill auch torritory Hindi bo oxoeptod out of tho 
bouiidnrioH, mid coniitituto no pnrf of tho Torri- 
tory of Knnoim, until Huid tribo fihnll signify thoir 
nsHont to tho Proflidont of tho United Stntos to bo 
included within tho enid Torritory of Knnsns, or 
to (itTocit tho nuthority of tho Qovornnusnt of tho 
United SifttoH to mnko any regulation rospeoting 
Hueh Indians, their lands, properly, or other rights, 
by treaty, law, or othorwiso, whicii it would have 
been competent to tho Govorumont to mako if 
this act had novor passed. 

[The next sovontccu sections substantially re- 
peat tho foregoing, save that thoir provisions 
apply to Kansas instead of Nobraika. Tho final 
Bection refers to both Territories, as fellows :] 

Sec. 37. And bo it further enacted, thot all 
treaties, laws, and other en^ogemehts made by 
the Government of the United States with the 
Indian tribes inhabiting tho territories embraced 
wlthiu Ihla act^ shall oo falturully uiitl ilgluly 
observed, notwithstanding anything contained in 
this act ; and that the existing agencies and bu- 
perintendenciea of said Indians be coutinued with 
the same powers and duties which are now pre- 
scribed by law, except that the President of the 
United States may, at his discretion, change the 
location of the office of superintendent. 



No action of any moment with regard to, 
Slavery in the Territories was taken in 
either House at the Second (short) Session 
of this Congress. 



KANSAS OBOANIZED. 

The struggle respectipg Slavery in 
Kansas which followed the organization of 
that Territory, under the Provisions of the 
act just recited, is yet too recent and incom- 
plete to justify an attempt to write its his- 
tory. All that can be prudently done as 
yet, is to collect and arrange the most im- 
portant documents in which its incidents 
are detailed, and its principles discussed, and 
this we now proceed to do, without attempt- 
ing to reconcile the gloomy discrepancies 
between the statements submitted on the 
one side and on the other, respectively. 
Though it will not be possible in this 
course to avoid repeated statements of the 
same fact, and an occassional devotion of 
ttndue space to a point undeserving of such 



oliibonito ii(!iilKH!iit, y<it, tlu! niouHurnblo 
milhoiiticiiy of Htiil«m(!nt, (hiin Hccurod, and 
tho light civsit ou tlio j^onnral thoiiio by tho 
(!(inlU(5liiig viowH tliuH prowinlt'il, msrvo to 
ffm'. ih\H tho prclcTonco over any oihor 
modo of niuratiiig ho nearly cotdniporaiicouH 
with thoir ohroiiiolo nn tluwo. Wo procasd, 
then, with our record, whidi nuiHfc hciico- ^ 
forth consist mainly of publio doeuniontH, ' 
Hiibinittcd to tliu current 0()ngn.'S9, connect- 
ed by tlio uicrcBt throiwl of narrative. 

Jkc. .W, 1855.— The XXXI Vth Ooth 
grcHS convened at tho (Capital, in AVnflhlng- 
ton, — JesHO I). Bright of Ind. holding over 
as Prcaident pro tempore of tho Scunto, in 
placo of Vico-Frcsidcmt William K. King 
of Alabama, deceased, A qnornm of 
cither House waa found to bo present. 

But tho Ilouao found ilaclf unable to or- 
ganize by tho choice of a Speaker, until after 
an unprecedented struggle of nine weeks' 
duration. Finally, on Saturday, Feb. 20th, 
1856, tho plurality-rule m\s adopted — Yeas 
113 ; Nays 104— -and tho House proceeded 
under it to its one hundred and thirty-third 
ballot for sneaker, when Nathaniel P. 
Banks, Jr., (anti-Nebraska) of Massachu- 
sets, was ohosen, having 103 votes to 100, 
for William Aiken of South Carolina. 
Eleven votes scattered on other persons did 
not count against a choice. It was there- 
fore resolved — Teas 155 ; Nays 40 — that 
Mr. Banks was duly elected Speaker, 

But, during the pendency of this election, 

Houses, first (Dec. Slat) his Annual Mes- 
sage, and next (Jan. 24th) a special mes- 
sage with regard to the condition of Kansas, 
which is as follows : 

JIESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Washington, Jan. 24, 1856. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

Circumstances have occurred to disturb the 
course of governmental organization in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, and produce there o condition 
of things which renders it incumbent on me to 
call your attention to the subject, and urgently 
recommend the adoption by you of such measurea 
of legislation as tho grave exigencies of the case 
appear to require. 

A brief exposition of the circumstances refer- 
red to, and of their causes, will be necessary to 
the full understanding of the reconmoiendationfl 
which it is proposed to submit 

The act to organize the Territories of Nebras- 
ka and Kansas was a manifestation of the legis- 
lative oj)inion of Congress on two great pomta 
of constitutional construction: One, that the de- 
signation of the boundaries of a new Territory, 
and provision for its political organization and 
administration as a Territory, ore measures 
which of right foil 'sritliin the powers of the Gene- 
ral Government; and the otuer, that the inhab- 
itants of any such. Territory, considered as an 
inchoata State, are entitled, in the exercise of 
self- government, to determine for themsolvea 
what shall be their own domestic institutions, 
subject only to the Constitution and the lawe duly 
enacted by CoBgress under it, apd to the power 
of the exiijting Statea to decide, acoordmg to tho 
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|>roviniouii mul pvldoiiiloii of flio Coniitltutidu, at 
wlint tinio tho 'IVniuiry iiliiill \h\ mooivod im a 
fltttio into tli<) Union. Hiuilt th<» urortt iiolitl- 
oal nn;litii which uro nolonnily (hioliinul and nlUnn- 
fld by that noV 

liaiiod upon Uiiii tlioory, tlio luit of (/ongroiiti 
dofluofi foe o(i(ih Torritory tJjo ouHiucMi of idpiib- 
licftii (rovorainont, dicdrimitinfr publio aiithorify 
niiioii}!; tho lawfully ovcatod ag«mtH— oxooutivo, 
jiulioial and l«)j;inlativo— to lio appoinldd oilhor 
hv tho (3<inc>rnl (lovornuiout or )<y tlio Torritory, 
'llio Kwiiilativo fiinotionii woro iutruMtod to a 
(7oiinc.il and a llouiio of Koproiontativiiii, duly 
elected and oinp ncd to enact all (ho local Jawii 
•whicli they iui);ht doom cHHoutial to their rron- 
jierity, happinowi and {(ood govcninicnt. Acting; 
in tho «anu) tipirit, (7on(jreHH /iliio dofnicd tho pcr- 
HonH who wore in the flrHt inHtaiice to bo con- 
flidorod an tho «copIo of each Territctry ; (inact- 
hi;; that every rreo white male inhabitant of tho 
fluuM) above tho apfo of twenty-one yoarH, beinfj; 
an aotind roHidont thereof, and poHHCHtiing the 
(UnnlitlcationH hereafter dcHcribcd, should be en- 
titled to vote at the lirat election, and bo oliglblo 
to any oflico within tho Territory; but that Ih() 
qualilioatioiia of volflra and holdvnp ottico at all 
Bubsomient elcctioiiu Bhould bo audi as miplit be 
prenoribod by the Logulativo Assenibly : Provi- 
ded, however, That tho right of Hiiffrago nud of 
holuinK oflico should bo oxerciBcd only by citi- 
zens of the United States, and those wlio should 
hivvo declared on oath their intention to become 
such, and have taken an oath to support tlie 
Constitution of tho United States and tho provi- 
sions of the act: And provided, furtlicr, That no 
ofDcer, soldier, seaman or manno, or other per- 
son in the ormy or navy of tho United States, or 
attached to troops in their service, should be al- 
lowed to vote or liold oliieo in either Temtory by 
ro?i8(iu of being on service therein. 

Such of the public ofBcers of tho Territories as, 
by tho provisions of the act, were to bo appoint- 
ed by the Geuerol Government, including the 
GoToniors, wore appointed and commissioned in 
dno season — tho law having been enacted on the 
30th of May, 1854, and the commission of the 
Governor of the Territory of Nebraska being 
dated on tho 2ud day of August, 1854, and of 
the Territories of Kansas on the 29th day of 
June, 1854. 

Among the duties imposed by tho act on the 
governors, was that of directing and superintend- 
ing the political organization of the respective 
Territories. The Governor of Kansas was re- 
quired to cause a census or enumetation of the 
inhabitants and qualified voters of the several 
counties and districts of the Territory to be taken, 
by such persons and in such mode as he might 
designate and appoint ; to appoint and direct the 
time and places of holding the first elections, and 
the manner of conducting them, both as to the 
persons to superintend such elections, and tl: e re- 
turns thereof; to declare the number of tho mem- 
bers of the Council and House of Kepresentativoa 
for each county or district ; to declare what per- 
sons might appear to be dulv elected; and to 
appoint the time and place of the first meeting of 
the Legislative Assembly. In substance, the 
same duties were devolved on the Govt»rnor of 
Nebraska. 

While, by this act, the principle of constitu- 
tion for each of the Territories was ono and tho 
same, and the details of organic legislation re- 
garding both wore as nearly ca could be identical, 
and wnile tho Territory of Nebraska was tran- 
quilly and snccessfuUr organized in the due 
courBe of law, and ita first Legislative Assembly 
met on tho 16th of January, 1855, the organiza- 
tion of KansoB was long delayecl, and has been 
attended with serious dimculties and embarrass- 
ments, partly the consequence of - local mol- 



admiiiinlrntion, find prirlly of tho ii ^|iii<liflnbIo 
intorf«r(imio of the iulntbilanlii of fionio ol Iho 
MtnlcM, foreign by rciiidoucd, inlorciitii, nud righln 
to tho Territory. 

Tho Governor of tho Territory of \ . 'niiuui, ivmy 
niiiiiiioned, iiii before iilated, on thoii!)lh of ilnno, 
1851, did not reach I ho doMlf^naled m\\\ of hii) 
government until the 7lli of the en>min|^ Oolober, 
and even tiufn failed to iniiko the tlrtit Mlep in ilii 
legal organi/.alion — that of ordering tho eennUM 
or enumeration of itii inh(d)iliinti) — until ho lato 
a day that the election <if th<; uieinberH of tho 
Ijeginlativo AHiieniblv <lid not take place until 
(he ItOlli of M(irch, 1!^.'>.'>. nor Kh meeting until tho 
yd of July, 1855; ho (lui(, for a your after tho 
Territory v/m contitituted by tho act of OongreiiH. 
and the oHleorH to b;) ap|^ioin(-od by tho Kedoral 
Executive ha4 been connuiHHioned, it waii without 
a complete (fovernment. without any legiohilivo 
authority, without loo/d law, and, of eouiHO, with- 
out tho ordinary guarantocB of peace and iiublio 
order. 

In other rcupectfl, tho Governor, instead of ox- 
orciaing eoimlant vigilance and putting forth all 
his oncririos to prevent or counteract tho toiideu- 
cicB to iuegality which are prono to exist in all 
imporfoclly-organized and novvly-associated com- 
muniticB, allowed bis attention to be diverted 
from oflioiai obligation by olhor objcc(8, and 
himself set an example of tho violation of law in 
tho performance of acta which rendered it my 
duty, in tho Bcqucl, to remove him from tUo offlco 
of chief executive magiatrnto of tho Territory. 

lioforo the requisite preparation was accom- 
plished for election of a Territorial Logislaluro, 
an ^)lcction of delegate to CongresB had been hold 
in tho Torritory on tho 29th day of November, 
1854, and tho delegate took his seat in tho House 
of Representatives without cliallonge. If arrange- 
ments had boon perfected by tho Governor so 
that tho election for members of the Logislativo 
Assembly might bo held in the severol precincts 
at the samo time as for delegato to Congress, any 
question appertaining to the qualification of the 
persons voting as people of the Territory, would 
have passed necessarily and at once under tho 
suporviaion of Congress, as the judge of the va- 
limty of the return of tho delegate, and would 
have been determined bofore conflicting passions 
had become inflamed by time, and before oppor- 
tunity could havo been afforded for systematic 
interference of the people of individual States. 
, This interference, in bo far as concerns ita 
primary causes and its immediate commence- 
ment, was one of the incidents of that pernicious 
agitation on the subject of the condition of the 
colored persons held to service in some of the 
States, which has so long disturbed the repose of 
our country, and excited individuals, otherwise 
patriotic and law-abiding, to toil with misdirected 
zeal in the attempt to propagate their social 
theories by the per varsion and abuse of the powers 
of Congress. 

The persons and parties whom the tenor of the 
act to organize the^ Territories of Nebraska and 
Kansas thwai'ted in tho endeavor to impose, 
through the agency of Congress, their particular 
views of social organization on the people of the 
future new States, now perceiving that the policy 
of leaving the inhabitants of each State tojud^o 
for themeelvfcs in this respect was ineradicably 
rooted in tho convictions of the people of the 
Union, then had recourse, in the pursuit of their 
general object, to the extraordinary measure of 
propagandist colonization of the Ten-itory of 
Kansas, to prevent the free and naturol action 
of its inhabitants in its internal organization, and 
thus to anticipate or to force the determination 
of that question in this inchoate State. 

With such views, associations were organized 
is some of the Sf>BteB, and their purpose was pro- 
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olniinod tlirniif^'lt ilio pawn in Ian/i;iiiif^o oitdouKily 
ii'ritiiliiifr 1111(1 (liroiiHivo (.0 (hoiio i*t uiioiu (ho 
ooloninl I AVdid lo bddoino tlio noigliLiorii. Tlumo 
doiii(;i>ii and luilii liiid tlio noiiiniHury (uniHCiiiiionco 
t(> iHViikou rniolionH of intonno indi|(iiulion in 
W(.at<!ii umv (o (lio Toi rilory of Kiiiihhh, iuk! omio- 
fliully in llio iKyoiniiij; Htalo of Aliuxoiu-i, wImiho 
douu llio iimv.i) wan lliiiii llio nioxt dlroolly on- 
daiigoiod ; but, (lioy mo i'lw from Jmiliryiii); tho 
illo|;ul and roproliouuihlo couiilor-uiovoniontn 
wlnoh oniiudd. 

Undor 11)0110 inauHi)ioioiiii ciroiuniitnnooii, ISio 
pi'iniary oloctioim for nionibora «if tiio IjoKiid^tivo 
Amionihly woio liold in uiohI, if not, (ill, of llio 
prociiiiclti, (il (ho tinio and llio plaooii and by tlio 
l)orHr)jiii (U^iiif^imtod and appointed by Ibo Oovoni- 
or, a(!oordini( to law. 

Anf{i'y (ic(innationH that ilhfgal vot(^8 hud boon 
pollud, idxtnndqd oii all aidoH, and impiitationH 
woi'o uiado both of fraud and violonco. Hut tho 
Guvonior, in tho oxeroieo of tho power and (ho 
diHcharfjo of tho duty ocnilijiTod and iuipoHcd by 
law on iiint alone, oilicially reooived and oon- 
Bidcred the roluriia; doolnred a largo majority of 
tho menibors of tho Council nnd the Ilouao of 
Koprenontutives " duly eleotod ;" withheld eorti- 
fieutcB from olhora becauHO of alleged illegality 
of votes; appointed a new election to Hupply tho 
place of tho perBons not certified; and thuH. at 
length, in all tho forma of Btatute, and with tiiti 
own oiltcial uutheutieation, complete legality was 
given to tho first Legislative Aasombly of tho 
Territory. 

ThoBo decisions ofilio returning-ofllcora and of 
tho Governor are final, except that tho par- 
liamentary usage of tho country applied to the 
organic law, it inay bo conceded that each House 
of tho Aesembly must have boon competent to de- 
termine, in tLo last resort, tlio qualificationa ond 
the election of its members. Tho subject was, by 
its nature, one upportaining exclusively to tho 
jurisdiction of tho local autnorities of theTerri- 
terj'. Whatever irregularities may have oc- 
curred in the elections, it seems too late now to 
raise that question as to which, neither now nor 
at any previous time, has the least possible legal 
authority been possessed by the President of the 
United States. For oU present purposes the le- 
gislotive body, thus constituted and elected, was 
the legitimate aesembly of the Territory. 

Accordingly, the Governor, by proclamation, 
convened the Assembly ihm elected to meet at 
a place called Pawnee City. The two Houses 
met, and were duly organized in the ordinaiy 
parliomeptary form ; each sent to and received 
trom the Governor the official cominunications 
usual on such occasions ; an elaborate Message 
opening tho session was communicated by the 
Governor, and the general business of legislation 
wac entered upon by the Legislative Assembly. 

But, after a few days, the Assembly resolved to 
ac|}ourn to another place in the Territory. A law 
was accordingly passed, against the consent of 
the Gfovernor, but in due form otherwise, to re- 
move tho seat of government temporarily to the 
" Shawnee Manual-labor SchooF (or mission), 
and thither the Assembly proceeded. After this, 
Toeeiving a bill for the estublishment of a ferry at 
the town of Kickapoo, the Governor refused to 
Bign it, and, by special message, assigned for 
reason of refusal, not anything objectionable in 
the bill itself, nor any pretense of the illegality 
or inoomnetenoy of the Assembly aa such, but 
only the feet that the Assembly had, by its not, 
transfoiTod the seal of government temporarily 
from Pawnee City to Shawnee Mission. For the 
aame reason be continued to refuse to sign other 
bills, until, in the course of n few days, he, by 
official Message, communicated to the Assembly 
the fact that ue bad received notification of the 
termination of bis functions as Qoveraor, and 



tluittho duti(;(i of Iho ollUro wore lc/);aUy devolved 
on tho Hminitary of tho Territory ; tliun to (ho lant 
rcrogni/iiig (ho body an a <luly-ekioliKl nnd con- 
Nt.itiitod l/ogiitlativo Amioinlily. 

It will bopon;oivod thai it any oouHtitutionnl 
(lolect atladfiod (o the logiiilativo acta of tho 
AHiioiiibly, iliit not protended toconniiit in irrogu- 
Jarity of olcotion or want of <iualillcati()n of tho 
nioiobcrH, but only in tho change of itii place of 
Hcmiion. Ilowovor trivial Iho objection may 
Btium to bo, it rctiuiroH to bo coiuiidorcd, becainio 
upon it is foundud all that auporHtructnru of notti, 
plainly again i, law, which now lln^^alona tho 
pimcd not only of tho Territory of K(niBa» but of 
tho Union. 

Such itu objection lo tho jiirococdinga of tho 
Lcgislativo Awembly was oi oxcoptionablo ori- 
gin, for the reaHon that, by the exi)rcaH tornw of 
tho organic law, tho aoat of govorninont of tho 
Territory was " located temporarily at Fort Ijoa- 
voiiworth ;" and yet tho Governor hinisulf re- 
mained there loss than two months, and of hia 
own discretion tranefurrod tho scat of Govern- 
nioiit to tho Shawnee Misnion, where it in fact 
was at tho time tho Assembly were called to 
meet at Pawnee City. If tho Governor had any 
Buch right to change temporarily tho seat of Gov- 
ernment, still more had tho Legislative Assembly. 
The objection is of oxceptional origin for tho fur- 
ther rouHon that tho place indieatci' by tho Gov- 
ernor, without having an cxcluBive claim of pro- 
ference in itself, was a proposed town-site only, 
which he and olhero wore attempting to locate 
unlawfully upon land within a military reserva- 
tion, and for participation in which illcfjal act tho 
commandant of a post, a superior oflicer of tho 
Army, luis been dismissed by soutonce of court- 
martial. 

Nor is it easy to see why the Lcgislotivo AsBOUi- 
bly might not with propriety pass the Territorial 
act transferring its BittnigB to tho Shawnee Mis- 
eion. If it could not, that must be on account 
of some prohibitory or incompatible provision of 
act of Congress. jBut no such provision exists. 
The organic act, as already quoted, says "the 
seat of Government is hereby located tempo- 
rarily at Port Leavenworth ;" and it then pro- 
vides that certain of the public buildings Ibero 
'* may be occupied ond used nnder the directioa 
of the Governor and Legioiative Assembly." 
These expressions might possibly be construed 
to imply that when, in a previous section of the 
act, it was enacted thot " the first Legislative 
Assembly shall meet at such place and on such 
day as the Governor shall appoint," the word 
" place" means place at Fjrt Leavenworth, not 
place anywhere la the Territory. If so, the Gov- 
ernor would have been the first to err in this mat- 
ter, not only in himself having removed the seat 
of Government to the Shawnee Misaion, but in 
again removing it to Pawnee City. If there waa 
any departure from the letter of the law, there- 
fore, it was his in both instances, 

Bjit, however this may bo, it is mbst unreason- 
able to suppose that by the terms of the orgaaio 
act, Congress intended to do impliedl^^ what it 
has not done expressly — that is, to forbid to the 
Legislative Aesembly the power to choose any 
place it might see fit aa the temporary seat of ita 
deliberations. That is proved by the significant 
language of one of the subsequent acts of Con- 
gress on the Butyect, that of March 3, 1855, which, 
m making appropriation for public buildings 
of the Territoo'j enacta that the same ehall not 
be expended " until tho Legislature of said Ter- 
ritory shall have fixed by law the permanent seat 
of government." Congress, in these expressions, 
does not profess to be granting the power to fix 
the pormauoilt seat of government, but recognises 
tho power aa oUe already granted. But how? 
Undoubtedly by tho comprcuenaive provision of 
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loglHlntlvn power of (ho Toi'iiUiry iilinll oxtond 
to nil rif/|itrul ouljootw of Idi^inldliou (;onnIn(onl, 
with Uio (.'oiiiililtiMoii of tlioTJ«i(o(l Htntim niul tlio 

JiroviHionH of tliia not." If, in view of thin not, 
lio T><n|.c>"l'>t>V() Aflflombly hnd tlio liirgo i)ow<ir to 
llx tho porinnuoiit. nont of p,ovoniirioiit at niiy i>Inoo 
in Kn <liMoroli«n, of oourno by tlio nnnwi oiinot- 
moiil it hnd (ho Icon nnrt ttio iiiuliulod powor to fix 
it toinpornrily. 

Novcrtliplwn, tlio nIIo);nt.ion Ihnt tho notn of tho 
liOj^ifllntlvo AHHomldy woro illoffnl by roiinon of 
thin mnovnl of iln pinco of BOflBlou, won bn»URht 
forwnrd to ^'iiHlif/ tho flmt iriont inovoniont In 
(liarognrd ot Inw witliiu (ho Toiiitory. ()«io of 
Iho ftvtfl of ttio Lcfjlfilntivo AflBcmlMy provided 
for tho ohH^ion of n Dolognto to flio present Con- 
prenB, nnd a Dolegnto wno eleoloa under tlint 
Inw. IJiit, BiibHoquently to this, n portion of the 
people of tho Territory proceeded, without mi- 
thority of Inw, to cloot nnotbor Dolognto. 

Pollowinpf upon tliia movement wna nnolhcr 
nnd moro important ono of tho aamo gonornl 
chnrnctor. Perttona oonfosaedl^ not constituting 
tho body noUtio, or nil tho jnbnbitnnta,but merely 
a pnrtv of tho itihnbitnnts, nnd without law, hnvo 
undoritnkon to enmmon n convention for tho pur- 
poBo of transforming tho Territory into n State, 
ond hnvo frnmod a constitution, ndontod it, nnd 
under it olootod a Governor and other oflioero, 
and a roproaontntivo to Congress. 

In oxtonuation of those illegal nets, it is alleged 
that the StotoofCnlifomia, Michigan, und others, 
were solf-or^nnized, nnd na such wore admitted 
into tho Union, without n previous onablinj; net 
of Congress, It ie true that, while in a majority 
of coBos n previous net of Congroes has been pass- 
ed to nuthorizo the Territory to present itaelf as a 
State, and that this is deemed the most regular 
course, yet such na net hos not been held to be 
indispensable, and in some oases the Territory has 
proceeded without it, nnd hna novertheless btcn 
admitted into the Union as a State. It lies with 
Congress to authorize beforehand, or to confirm 
afterward, in its discretion ; but in no instance 
has a State been admitted npon the application 
of persons acting against authorities duly consti- 
tuted by act of Congress. In every case it is the 
people of the Territory, not a party among them, 
who have the power to fcimi a constitution and 
ask for admission aa a State. No principle of 
public law, no practice or precedent under the 
Constitution of the United States, no rule of rea- 
son, right, or common sense, confers any such 
power as that now claimed by a mere party in 
the Territory. In fact, what has been done is of 
revolutionary character. It is avowedly so in mo- 
tive and in aim as respects the local law of the Ter- 
ritory. It wiU become treasonable insurrection 
if it reach the length of organized resistance by 
foirce to the fundamental or any other federal law, 
and to the authority of the Geiieral Government. 

In such an event, the path of duty for the Exe- 
cutive is plain. The Constitution requiring him 
to take care that the laws of the United States be 
faithfully executed, if they be opposed in the 
territory of Kansas, he may and snonld place at 
the disposal of the marshal any pnblic force of 
the United States which happens to he within 
the jurisdiction, to be used as a portion of the 
poise comitatus ; and, if that do not sufBce to 
maintain order, then he may coll forth the militia 
of one or moro States for that object, or employ 
for the same object any part of the land or naval 
fitrce of tho United States. So also if the ob- 
strnction be to the laws of the Territory, and it 
bo duly prssented to him as a case of insurrec- 
tion, he may employ for its suppression the mili- 
tia of any State, or the land or naval forco of the 
United States. And if the Territory be invaded 
by tbo cttl;eB0 of other St(tt«8, whether for the 



purpono of dnoidirig olontlona or for any other, 
nnd tho local niitliorltioH tliid (hcinf.flveii iinnldo 
to riipol or witlin(Miid It, tlioy will bo outlllcd to, 
nnd upon tho fii(!t being fully nHcortnimid, (hoy 
hIkiII numt corlainly rooolvo, (ho aid of tho (lonor- 
nl flovoriimoiit. 

Hut it in not tho duty of tho rrenidont of (!io 
United Stated to volunteer iii(orpoHi(ion bj forco 
to prcHorvo tho iturity ofcloiitioiia either in a tUfvio 
or Territory, 'ro do no would bo Hubveriilvo of 
pablio fioodom. And whether n law bo wino (»r 
iiuwiso, juHt or Hi\)unt, in m)t a quostion for him 
to Judge. If it lie ooimtitutlonal— that in, if it 
bo (ho law of tho land— it in liin duty to oauno It 
to bo oxocuted, or to puntnin tho nutlioritien of 
any Stnto or Territory in oxecutiiig it in oj)i)osi- 
tion (;0 nil iiiHUrreotiiuiary inovoinoiitn. 

Our flydtoin alToidn no juHtifiontion of revolu- 
tionary nelfl ; for (ho couBtltutional niennn of re- 
lieving tho people of ui\iuHt ndminia(ra(ion and 
Inwn, ny n change of pub'ie ngonta and by ro- 
peal, are nnndo, and nioro prompt nnd ctTcctivo 
than illegal violonco. Tliono constitutional moans 
must bo BcniwulouBly guarded — thin great pro- 
sogativo of popular sovereignty Baciodly reapoct- 
od. 

It is the undoubted right of the peaceable ond 
orderly people of tho Territory of Ivnneas to oleet 
their own legiolativo body, make their own laws, 
nnd regulate their own aoeinl institutioiiB, without, 
foreign or domestic molestation. Interferonco, on 
tho ono hand, to proonro tho abolition or prohi- 
bition of Blave-lnbor in the Territory, has pro- 
duced miaohiovous interferonco, on the other for 
its maintenance or introduction. Ono wrong bo- 
gets another. Statements entirely unfounded or 
groasly exaggerated, concerning events within 
tiie Territory, ore sedulously diffused through re- 
mote States to feed the flame of aeotional oni- 
mosity there ; and tho agitators there exert them- 
aelvos indefatigably in return to encourage and 
stimulate strife within the Territory. 

The inflnmmaiory agitation, of which tho pres- 
entia but apart, hoi' for twenty years produced no- 
thing save unmitigated evil, Nortii and South. 
But for it the character of the domestic institu- 
tions of the future new State would have becm a 
matter of too littlo interest to the inhabitants of 
the contiguous States, personal or collectively, to 
produce among them any political emotion. 
Climate, soil, production, hopes of rapid ad- 
vancement, ana the pursuit of hap.pineBS on the 
port of settlers themselves, with good wishes but 
with no interference from without, would have 
C[uietly deteiTnined tho question which is at this 
time of such disturbing character. 

But we ore constrained to turn our attention to 
the circumstances of embarrassment as they now 
exist, it is the duty of the people of Kansas to 
discountenance every act or purpose of resist- 
ance to its laws. Above all, the emergency ap- 
peals to the citizens of the States and eapccially 
of these contiguous to the Territory, neither by 
intervention of non-residents in elections, nor by 
unauthorized military force, to attempt to en- 
croach npon or usurp the authority of the in- 
habitants of the Territory. 

No citizen of our country should permit himself 
to forget that he is a part of its government, and 
entitled to be heard m the determination of its 

Eolicy and its measures ; and that, therefore, the 
ighest considerations of personal honor and 
patriotism require him to maintain, by whatever 
of power or influence he may possess, tho integ- 
rity of the laws of the Bepnblic. 

Entertaining these views, it will be my impera- 
tive duty to exert tho whole power of tbePedernl 
Executive to support pubiio order in the Territo- 
ry ; to vindicate its laws, whether Federal or 
local, against al ! attempts of organized resistance ; 
and 80 to protect its people in the establishment 



THl'l KANSAfl-NiUmASICyV aTUlI«GLB, 



03 



of tluiir own ln«( i( iitionn, mKliiittirbdd by oiuuoiuih- 
monl: from witlmul., and in ilui full oiijoyiuoul of 
tlio rl({lil(i of Holfgovoi ninoiit, niiminid li) Uioin by 
tlio ^^oiinliliilidii mid tho orf((inl(i not of ()oiifi;roim. 

Allhoii).;li lUM'ioiiH and tbt'oiitoniiiff diniiirbanonn 
In Uw Ton ilory of Kanniut, aiinouucod (o mo by 
Iho (lovoriior, in Docoinbor li^ (t, woro njioodily 
qiUotod witbout ilio otfuHlon of blood, and In n. 
PftliHfaotory mnnuor, llit-ro in, I ro);rot, to nay, roa- 
nou to a|ipniIion(l tliat diiionlorii will ooutimioto 
o'.ioir tboio, with inoi'ortnlnp; tondouc.y to violonoo, 
until iioino »l(wii(iiv<i inoniiinTii bo tidton to diHpono 
of tlio quontiDu iliiolf wbidi ooiiHtitutoH ttio in- 
diwcniont or (icoanion of internal n^^itation and 
of oxlonml inlorforonco. 

Tbin, it Hconifl to mo, oan bout bo a(!con>pliHliod 
by providing tluit, wlien tho inbiibitantc of Kan- 
nan may deniro it, and iiball bo of Huinoiont num- 
boru to conHtilnto a Htato, a ooiivontiou ofdolo- 
gatoB, duly doctod by tho (}unlified votorH, flball 
nuncmblo to franio a ('onatitution, and thus to 
nroparc, tbroupb ropular and lawful moans, for 
ita adniiBHion into the Union m a tlt.ito. I ro- 
Bpootfully recommend tho enactment of n law to 
that efToot. 

I rcconnnond, also, that n spmcinl nppropriatioji 
bo made to defray any exj)en8e wlncli may be- 
come requisilo in the execution of tho laws or tho 
maintenance of public order in tho Territory of 
Kansati. Fuanklin Pierce. 

March 12th. — I«i Senate, Mr. Douglas of 
Illinois, from the Ooiuraittce on Territories, 
mode the following 

EEPORT: 

The Committee on TeiTitorica, to whom wna re- 
ferred 80 much of tho annual message of the 
President of tho United States us relates to ter- 
ritorial afFairs, together with his speciol message 
of the 24th day of January, 1856, in regard to 
Kansas Territory, and his message of the 18th 
of February, incompliance ivith the resolution 
of the Senate of the 4th of February, 1856, re- 
questing transcripts of certain papers relative 
to the afifaira of the Territory of Kansas, having 
given the same that seiious and mature delibe- 
ration which the importance of the subject de- 
mands, beg leave to submit the following re- 
port: 

Tour Committee deem this an appropriate oc- 
casion to state briefly, but distinctly, the princi- 
ples upon which new States may be admitted and 
Torritoriea organized under the authority of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Tho Constitution (section 3, article 4) provides 
that "new Statea may be admitted by tno Con- 
gress into this Union." 

Section 8, Article 1 : " Congress shall have 
power to make all laws which snairbo necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the fore- 
going powers, and all other powers vested by this 
constitution in the government of the United 
States, or in any department or office thereof." 

10th amendment : " The powers not delegated 
to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States, aro reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people." 

A State of the Federal Union is a sovereign 
power, limited only by tho Constitution of the 
United States. 

The limitations which that instrument has im- 
posed are few, specific, and uniform — applicable 
alike to all tho States, old and new. There is no 
outhority for putting a restrictioa upon the sove- 



njilnnly of ft notv Hlido, which tho Coniilltu- 
tion ban not placed on (bo original Stntvi). lu- 
(lood, if nwU a roiUriotion could bo hnpoci.Ml on 
any Htato, it would Iniifanlly oohho to bo a l:<titfo 
within tho inotining of tho Fodoi'ul CoiM\lilu(ion, 
and, in conniKpiouco of tho inoqualify, would nn- 
nimilalo to tho condition of n province or do])ond- 
onoy. Honco, otiuality nmonp all Ibo StutoH of 
tho Union in a fundauiontal prmoi|)lo in our fodo- 
lativo Hy(iU)m~ii priuciplo ombodiod ia tho Con- 
Htilution, an llio bniiiH upon which tho Aiuorioan 
Union roHlii. 

African SI»»vory ciciotod in nil tho colonioo, un- 
der (bo fianction of tbollridnh govoiiunont, prior 
to tho Declaration of Indopondoiico. When tho 
Constitution of tho United Htatcii waH adopted, it 
bcoamo tho supromo Inw and b(md of union bo- 
twooii twelve Blavcholding Stalos and ono non- 
tilavcluddiiip Htato. Kaoh State lOHorvod (bo 
right decide tho ouostion of Slavery for itnclf-- 
to convU.uo it aa a domostio iuHtitution so longiui 
it pleased, and to abolish it when it ohoso. 

Ill puraunnco of this roBo^-vod right, six <»f the 
original elavobolding States have since abolish- 
ed and tirohibitod Slftvcry within their limits riv 
speotively, without consulting Congress or thoir 
aiatcr StutcB ; while tho other six have retained 
and Buatained it as a domoatic institution, which, 
in thoir opinion, had bo<!omo so firmly engrafted 
on their social evstcma, that tho relation between , 
tho inaflter and alavo could not bo dissolved 
with safety to cither. In tho mean time, oighteon 
new Statofl hovo boon admitted into tho Union, 
in obedience to tho Federal Constitution, on an 
c^ual footing with the original States, including, 
ol courao, the right of each to decide tho qucatioa 
of Slavery for itself. In deciding this question, 
it has so happened that nine of tlieso now States 
have abolished and prohibited Slavery, while tho 
other nine have retained and regulated it. That 
these new States had at the time of thoir admis- 
sion, and still retain, an equal right, under tho 
Federal Constitution, with the original States, to 
decide all questions of domestic policy for them- 
selves, including that of African Slavery, ought 
not to be serionsly questioned, and certainly can- 
not bo BucceRsfully controverted. 

They are all subject to tho same supreme 
law, which, by the consent of each, constitutes 
the only limitation upon their sovereign author- 
ity. 

Since we find the right to admit now States 
enumerated among the powers expressly dele- 

fated in the Constitution, the question arises, 
V^hence does Congress derive authority to 
organize temporary governments for the Terri- 
tories preparatory to their admission into tho 
Union on an equal footing with the original 
States ? Your Committee are not prepared to 
adopt the reasoning which deduces the power 
from that other clause of tho Constitution, which 
says ; 

" Congress shall have power to dispose of and 
moke all needful rules and regulation respecting 
the territory or other property belonging to the 
United States." 

The language of this clause is much more ap- 
propriate when applied to property than to per- 
sons. It would seem to have been employed for 
the purpose of conferring upon Congi ess the pow- 
er of disposing of the public lands and other 
property belon^in^ to the Uniied States, and 
to make all needful rules and regulations for that 
purpose, rather than to govern the people who 
mi^t purchase those lands from the United 
States and become residents thereon. The word 
"territory" was an appropriate expression to 
designate that largo area of public lands of which 
tho United States had become the owner by vir- 
tue of the revolution ind the cession by the 
several Statea. The additional words, " or other 



THE SMtTGGM FOR- SL'AYERY SESTRIOTION. 



propdrtybfslongisg to tho Umtod Stntoa," clear' 
lyBhoVir that tlio-temi '" territory'' Wtta'tiBed in; 
its oramnry eecigf apWcnl Bonso to designate tie 
puDlic-Vdomftiri, oiid not .as dfjsmptivo of tho 
■wliole body of tli© people, conetituting a distinct 
political commuiiity.^vj'no have no repreeentatioa 
m CongreBP, aind consequently no voice in liiak* 
ing theltiwa upon -which all their rights nnd liber- 
ties would dcpetidi if it were ooitceded that Con- 
gress had tho general and unlimited power to 
make all " necdfur rules and ■regnlotions con- 
cerning" their internal ofFoirs unadomeatiii coii- 
cerns. It is uhdor this clauso of the *on8titu- 
tion,' and. from this alone, that Congress' derives 
authority to provide for the Buryeya of the pub- 
lic lands, for securing pre-emption rights to actual 
settlors, for the (Bstablishment of land otBces in 
tho several States and Territories, for exposing 
the lauds to private and public sale, for issuing 
patents and coniirming titles, and^ in short, for 
making all needful rules and regulations for pro- 
tecting and- dispoaiag of the public domain and 
other property belonging to the United States. 

These needful rules and regulations i may be 
embraced, and usually ore fbuhd; in general laws 
applicable alike to States and Territories, wher- 
ever the United States may bo the owner of the 
lands or other property to bo regulated or dis- 
posed of.' It can make no difTerence, under this 
clauso of the Constitution, whether tho " territory, 
or other property, belonging to the United 
States,'' shall l)c situated in Oliio or Kan&as, in 
Alabama or Minnesota, in California or Oregon. 
The power of Congress to moke needful rules 
and regulations is the same in tho States and 
Territories, to the estent thnt the title is vested 
in the United States. Inasmuch as the right of 
logislation in such cases rests exclusively upon 
the fact of ownerahip, it is obvious it can extend 
only to the tracts ot land to which the United 
States possess the iitle; and must cease in respect 
to each tract the instant it becomes private prop- 
erty by purchase from the United States. Itwill 
scarcely be contended that Congress , possesses 
the power to legisluta for tho people of those 
States in which public lands may be located, in 
respect to their internal affairs. and domestic con- 
cerns, merely because the United States may be 
so fortunate as to own a portion of tho territory 
and other property within the limits of those 
States. Yet it should be borne in mind that this 
clauso of the Constitution confers upon Congress 
the some power to moko needful rules and regu- 
lations in the States as it does in the Territories, 
concerning the territory or other property belong- 
ing to tho Uaited States. 

In view of these considerations, your Commit- 
tee are not prepared to affirm that Congress do- 
rives authori^ to institute governments for the 
people of the Territories, from that clauso of the 
Constitution which confers the right to make 
needful rules and regulations concerning tho ter- 
ritory or other property belonging to the United 
States ; much less can we deduce the power from 
any supposed necessity, arising outside of the 
Constitution and not provided for in that instru- 
ment.' The federal government is one of dele- 
gated and limited powers, clothed with no right- 
ful authority which does not result directly and 
necessarily from the Constitution. Necessity, 
when-experienco shall have clearly demonstrated 
its existence, may famish satismctory reasons 
for enlarj^hg the authority of the federal govern- 
ment, by amendments to the Constitution, in the 
mode prescribed in tho instrumeut ; but cannot 
afford tho slightest o.'icuao for the oesnmption of 
powers not delcgfit: f., and which, by Iho tenth 
omondmcnt, ore expiessly . " reserved to the 
States respectively, or to , tho people." ; Henco, 
before the power can bo safely exercised, the 
right of Congress to organisio Territories, by in- 



stituting temporary governments, must be traced 
directljf to some provision of the Constitution 
confon-ing the autnority. in express terms, or as ni 
moans neciessary and proper to carry into effect 
some one or more of the powera which are speci- 
fically delegated^ Is not the organization of ,a 
Territory eminently necessary and proper as n 
means of enabling the people thereof to form and 
mould their locnl and domestic institutions, and 
establish a Staicgovernmenfc under the authority 
of tho Constitution, preparatory to its admission 
into the Union ? Ii so, the right of Congi'css to 
pass the organic net for the temporary governr 
mentis clearly included in the provision which 
authorizes the admission of . new Slates. This 
power,, however, being on incident to an express 
grant, and reaultiug item it by necessary impli'- 
cation, as an appropriate means for carrying it 
into effect, must be exercised in harmony with" 
tho nature and objects of tho grant from which it 
is deduced. The organic act of the Territory^ 
deriving its validity from the power of Congress 
to admit new Slates, must contain no provision 
or restriction which, would destroy or impair the 
equality of the -proposed State with the original 
States, or impose any limitation upon it^ sove- 
reignty which the Constitution has not placed 
ou all tho States. So. for as the organization of a 
Territory may bo necessory end proper as a 
means of carrying into effect the provision of the 
Constiti^tion for the admission of new Slates, and 
when exercised with reference only to that end, 
the power of Congress is clear and explicit ; but 
beyond that point the authority cannot extend, 
for the reason that all " powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the 
States respectively, or to the people." In other 
words, tho organic act of the "rerritory, conform- 
ing to the spirit of the grant from which it re- 
ceives its validity, must leave the people entirely 
free to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
tions and internal concerns in their own way, 
subject only to tho Constitution of the United 
Stntesj to tho end that when they attain the 
requisite population, and establish a State gov- 
ernment in conformiiy to the Pederal Constitu- 
tion, they may be admitted into the Union on on 
equal footing with the original States in all re- 
spects whatsoever. 

Tho net of Congress for the organization of the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, was deaign- 
ed to conform to th^ spirit and letter of thePeao- 
ral Constitution, by preserving and maintoimng 
the fundamental principle of equality among aU 
the States of tiio Union, notwithstunding the re- 
striction contained in tho 8th section of (he act of 
March 6, 1820, (preparatory to tho odmission of 
Missouri into tide Union,) which assumed to deny 
to the people forever the. right to settle the ques- 
tion ot Slavery for themselves, provided they 
should make their homes and organize States 
north of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes 
north latitude. Conforming to the cardinal prin- 
ciples of State equality and self government, in 
obedience to the Constitution, tho Kansas-Ne- 
braska act declared, in the precise language of 
the Compromise Measures of 1830, that, "when 
admitted as a State, the said Territory, or any 
portion of the same, shall be received into tho 
Union, with or without Slavery, as their consti- 
tutions may prescribe at the time of their admis- 
sion." Again, after declaring the said 8th section 
of the Missouri act {sometimes called the Mis- 
souri Compromise, or Missouri Iteslrietion) inop- 
erative and void as bein^ repugnant to these 
priniiiples, the purpose of^Congress. in passing 
the act, is declared in these words : " It being 
tho true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate Slavery into any State or Territory, nor 
to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people 



thereof perfectly free to form and reijulnto tiidir 
domestio inBtiluUons in' tiieir own way, aabjciit 
only to the Constitution of the United StDtesi'* • 
' Tho passage of ' the Kansas-Nebraska' act Was 
Btrenuously resisted by oil poreons who thought 
it a less evil to deprive tho people of new States 
and Territories of tho right of State equality and 
self-government under the Constitution, than to 
allow them to decide the Slavery question for 
themselves, ns every State of the Union hod 
done, and must retain the undeniable right to 
do; 60 long as the Constitution of the United 
States shuU be maintained ns the supreme law 
of the land: Finding opposition to the principles 
of the act unavoiling in the halls' of Congress 
and under the forms of the Constitution, com- 
binations w8ro immediately entered into in some 

Sortions of the Union to control the political 
estinies, and form and regulate the domestic 
institntions, of: those Territories and 'future 
States, through the machinery of emigrant aid 
societies. In ordet to give consistency and effi- 
ciency to tho movement, and surround it with 
the color of legal authority, an act of incorpora- 
tion was procured from the legislature or the 
State of Massachusetts, in which it was provid- 
ed, in the first section, that twenty persons there- 
in named, and their " oasooiates, successors, and 
assigns, are hereby made a corporation, by the 
name of the Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Com- 
pany, for the purpose of assisting emigrants to 
settle in ihe West ; and for this purpose they 
shall have all the powers and privileges, and be 
subject to all the duties; restrictions, and liabili- 
ties set forth in the 38th and 44tb ohaptora of the 
revised statutes" of Massachusetta. 

The second section limited the capital stock of 
the company to five millions of dollars; and au- 
thorized the whole, to be invested in real and per- 
sonal estate, with tho proviso that the said cor- 
pora'don shall not hold real estate in this com- 
mqhwealth (Massachusetts) to an amount ex- 
ceeding twenty thousand dollare." > 

The third section provided for dividing the 
capital stock of the corporation into shares of 
one hundred dollars each; and prescribed the 
mode, time, and amounts in which assessments 
might bo made on each share; ■ ' 

The fourth and liist section was in these 
words: 

"At all meetings of the stockholders, each 
stockholder sholl bo entitled to cast one vote for 
each share held by him ; providedythatno stock- 
holder shall be entitled to Cast more than fifty 
votes on Pharos held by himself, nor more fean 
fifty votes by proxy." . ' i 

Although the act of incoiporation does not dis- 
tinctly declare thiit the company was formed for 
the purpose of controlling the domestic institu- 
tions ot the Territory of Kansas, and forcing it 
into the Union with a prohibition of Slavery in 
her constitution, regardless of the rights and 
wishes of the people as guarantied by the Gonsti- 
tutioil of the United States, and secured by their 
organic law, yet the whole history of tlie move- 
ment, the circumstnnceairi which it had its origin, 
arid the professions and avowals of all engaged 
in' it, render it certain and Undeniable that such 
wns Its object. " ■ 

To tcmb'vo all doubt upon this point, your 
committee will here present a few extracts trom 
a pamphlet published by the company soon 
after its brgauization, under the. following cap- 
tion . ' ,, 

brgariiz'atioh, otjocts, and plan of opBrationa of 
tho Eml^*atit Aid Cotnpaoy ; ulsoi a deEcription of 
Habs&g, for 'tlK^ infocmatioa of emigrants; ' 
'"" Trtislees-^XniOB A. Iiawrence, Boston;' 3, M/St 
WilHama.Oainbridgo; Ely Thayor, Worcoater. 
" SVewurcr, ' AmoB A Lawrence. • .. 
" Secretary, Thcmas H. Webb, Soaton. 



•' jPof th6 pariiose of ouawerJtJg numcroua comianiil* 
cations concerning thoiplan. of operntiona of tho Emi- 
grav^.Ald :0f >nipany> «ind .the reaourcco of Kannas Tor- 
'Titory,.Wb$ch U ia propoacd n^w to settle, the eocrcr 
tarr of. the. cumpany hab. doomed it expedient to 
publish tlio follovriiig deunllo "Inforination in restard 
tb thlis' piif ticttlttri . * « 

"For thcBO purpoBcSsiSt iB jiecoinniendod. let. That 
tho truotccB contract linmoaitttoly \7ith oonio o'no uf 
tho competing liQoa br.trayol for tho conveyanco of 
20,000 poraons from MasanchaBetts to that placo in 
tho Wflst which the ttuatoes ohall ueloct for their flrst 
Bottlemi-nt." • . *. , .* , .* » ■ <!■ 

"It is reco'mmoiided that tho' company'o tiRenta 
locate and take Up for the coinpany 'a benefit; thoBOc- 
tlbno of land in which tho bbardtng-housoo and mills 
arc located, and nt> others. And further, 'whoneTor 
tho Trrritory shall be orcinbed, bb a free State* tho 
trustees ahall dispoae of alTits intercatn thero. replace 
by the Bales tho money , laid out, declare a dif ,dund to 
tho atockholilora, and that they th'ea select a now 
field, and make eimilar arrangements for tho Bettlc- 
nient and brganJjatioii of another freb State of this 
Union." ■ •» ; * * • 

With the advantages attained by anch a syatsm of 
efTorti tho territory aolcctedoa the scone ofoperationo 
would, it is believed, be filled^up with free inhabit- 
■anta. . * , * ♦ 

, '' Thoro is reason to supjpoao aeverat thnuaaiid men 
of New-Bbgland origin prbpoBe to emigrate utider'thp 
aui)pice<i of Bomb .such arrangetnent. ChJa very sum- 
mer. Of the whole eniigt'atiOn from Europe, nriiou'at- 
lug to some 400,000 -^iirsobat' there can bo no difilculty 
in inducing nomo thirty or forty thnuBund to take tbo 
same diroetion." . .*. ; •.. >: ♦ 

" Especially will it prove an advantage to Jlaasa*- 
cbusettn, if she, create tho new State by her foresight, 
8ap(>ly the ueccBsltios of ita inhabitants, and open in 
the batsct 'cnmmunicatibna between their homca abd 
her pi>rt8 and factories." '■ » • # * . - t 

" It dbtermioea ia the right way the institntiotis of 
the unsettled Territories, in loan time than tbo dis- 
cussion of: them has required in Congress." 

. Having thus secured from the Staid of Massa- 
chiisetts the color of legal authority to sanction 
their proceedings, in perytjrsion of the plain pro- 
visions of an act of Congress piiesed in pui^uanco 
of Ute Constitution, the eompdny commenced its 
operations by receiving subscriptions to its capi- 
;tal stock,, and exerting its whole power to har- 
monize, combine, arid direct, in the chanuel it 
should mark out, all tho elements of oppbsition 
to tho principles of the Kansas and Nebraska adt!. 
The plan adopted' was to make it the inferest of 
a large body of men, who' sympathized with them 
in (he objects of tho corporation, to receive their 
aid and protection, and, under the anspices.of tho 
company, to' proceed to Kansas, and acquird 
whatever.rcsidericc, aiid do whatever acta, might 
bo found necessary to enable them to vote at the 
elections, and through tho ballot-box, if pbssiblo, 
to gain control over th(j legislation of the Terri- 
tory. This movement is justified. by those who 
originated and control tho plan, upon the ground 
that the peraons whom they "sent to Kansas word 
fi:eo men, who, under the Constitution and la'ivs, 
had ia perfect right to emigrate tO Kansas or any 
other Territory; that the act of emigration \vaS 
entirely voluntary on their part; and when thoy 
arrived in the Territory as actiial tottlerb, they 
had as good a right as any other citizens to voto 
at the elections, and participate in the control df 
the government of the Territory. This would 
nndoubtcfily bo true in a case of ordinary emi- 
gration, such as has filled np.our now States and 
Territories, whoro each indiyidudl has gone, Oii 
hi3,.d>vn account, to imprdvd his cohditiotf and 
that of his family. But it is a very dilTeront thin^ 
where d Statecreates a vast niidneyed corporation 
for the purpose of contVollihg tfid ddniieatic insiti- 
tutions of a distinct politidal community fifteqii- 
hundred miles distant, jiiid sends out uiq emi 
grunts jonly .as a means of nccbmpliBhing Itfi 
paramount political objects. When .ii powerfal 
corporation, with a capital of fivdmiuions of 
dollars invested in houses and lands, in merchaai 
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(lico End milla. itj cannon and rifleo, in powdor 
and load— in aii tho implomoutB of art, ngricul- 
tiifbi and war, and onaployii);* a oorrenpondinK 
nmnbor of • nion, all; tiridoi; tlio manngdment and 
control of non-vesidoht dh'ep',iM"a and stobkhpldora, 
SVho aro authorized by thoir charter to vote by 
prosy to tho extent of . fifty- votes each, enters a 
distant and, sparsely settled Territory with the 
fixed purpose of -vvielding all its power to control, 
tho domestic institutions and political dentiniea 
of tho Tcii'itory, it becomes a question of fearful 
irnport, how fur the operations of the company 
uro compatible with the righta and liberties of the 
people. Whatever niuy bo tho extent or limit of 
congressional authority , over the Territories, it is, 
clear that no individual. State has tho right to 
pass any law or authorize .any act concornmg or 
aifoeting the Temtdries, which it might not enact 
in reference to any other State. 
' if the people of any State should become so 
much enamored with their own peculiar institu- 
tions as to conceive tho philanthropic scheme of 
forouig so groat a blessing on their unwilling 
noighbora, and %vith that view should create a 
mammoth moneyed corporation, for tho avowed 
purpose of sendmg a sufBcient number of their 
young men into tho neighboring State, to remain 
long enough to acquire the right of voting, with 
the fixed and paramount object of reversing tho 
P.<?ttled policy and. changing the domestic institu- 
tions ot such State, would it not bo deemed an 
-{ijct of cggression, ng offensive and flagrant as if 
attempted by direct and open violence ? It is a 
ircfeiiWetQe^ principle of constitutional law, in this 
"covvtiy, thfet while iall tho States of the Union are 
uiiit^ft Vione, for certain purposes, yet each State, 
in. respsffit to everything which affects its domestic 
policy and internal concerns, stands in the rela- 
tion of a foreign power to every other State. 

Hence, no.^tate has, a right to pass any law, or 
So or, authorize any act, with the view to influ- 
ence or change the domestic policy of any other 
State or Terxitory of the Union, more than it 
would with reference to Prance or England, or 
any other foreign State with which we are at 
.peace. Indeed, ^very State of this Union is under 
Bigilier obligations to observe a friendly forbear- 
ance .aiqid generous comity towards each other 
mefliber of the Confederacyj tlian the laws of 
nations pan impose on foreign States. While 
ibreign States are restrained from all acts of ag- 
gi-ession and unkiildness only fay .that spirit of 
icoinity which Oio laws of nations enjoin upon all 
friendly powers, wo havo assiimed the admtional 
obligation to obey the Constitution, which secures 
to every State the right to control its own internal 
affaire. If repugnance to domestic Slavery can 
justify Massachusetts in incorporating a mam- 
moth company to influence and control thiit 
question in any State or Territory of this Union, 
{he same principle of action would authorize 
France or England to use tho same means to ac- 
complish the same end in Braail or Cuba, or in 
fifteen States of this Union ; while it would Hcenae 
tho United States to interfere with serfdom in 
Eiissia, or polygamy in Turkey, or any other ob- 
noxious institution in arxy part of the world. 
The same piinciplo of action, when sanctioned 
by our example, would authorize all the kifag- 
doins, and empires, and despotisms in the world, 
io engage in a common crusade against republic- 
anism in America, as. an institution quite as ob- 
noxious, to them as domestic Slavery is to any 
portion of the people of the United States. : 

If our obligations arising under tho lawa of 
nations me so imperative as to make it om* duty 
to enact neutrality laws, amd to exert tho whole 
power q^nd authority of the executive branch of 
the gbvemment, including the army and navy, 
*« enforce them, in restraining our citizens from 
intorfering with the internal concerns of foreigii 



States, oo,n tho obligations of each Stnto and 
Territory of tliis Union be less imperative, yndor 
tho Federal Constitution, to observe entire neu- 
trality, in respect to tho domestic institutions of 
tho several States end Territories ? Non-intorfer- 
enco with the internal concerns of other States is 
recognized by all civilised countries as p. funda- 
mental principle of the laws of nations, for the 
reason that, tho peace of the woi'ld could not be 
maintained for a single day without it. How, then, 
can. wo hope to preserve peace and fratcrnol feel- 
ings among the different portions of this republic, 
unle.18 wo yield implicit obedience to a principle 
which has all tho sanction of patriotic duty as 
well as constitutional obligation? 

When the emigrants sent out by the Massa- 
chusetts Emigrant Aid Company, atsl their afiili- 
atcd societies, passed through the State of Mis- 
souri in largo numbers on their way to Kansas, 
the violence of their language, and tho unmia 
takable indications of their determined hostility 
to the domestic institutions of that State, created 
apprehensions that the object of the company was 
to abolitionize Kansas as a means of proseoutipg 
a relentless warefare upon the institutions of 
Slavery trithin the limits of Missouri. These ap- 
prehensions increased and spread with tho pro- 
gross of events, until they became tho settled con- 
victions of the people of that portion of the State 
most exposed to the danger by their proximity 
to tho Kansas border. The natural consequence 
was, that immediate steps were talten by thopeo- 
plo of tho western counties of Missouri to stimu- 
late, organize, and carry into effect a system of 
emigration similar to that of the Massachusetts 
Emigrant Aid Company, for the, avowed pur- 
pose of counteracting the effects, and protecting 
themselves and their domestic, institutions from 
the conseqaonees of that company's operations. 

The material difference in tno character of the 
two I'ival and conflicting movements coasists in 
the fact that the one had its origin in an aggres- 
sive, and the other in a defenaivo policy. Tho 
one was organized in pursuance of tiio pro- 
visions and claiming to act under the authority 
of alegislative enactment of a distant State, whoso 
internal prosperity and domestic security did not 
depend upon tho success of the movement , 
while the other was the spontaneous action of 
the people living in the immediate vicinity of 
the theatre of operations, excited by a sense of 
common danger to the, necessity of protecting 
their own firesides from the apprehended hon'ors 
of sei-vile insurrection and intestine war. Both 
parties, conceiving it to be essential to the success 
of their respective plans that they should bo upon 
the field of operations prior to the first election in 
the Tori-itory, selected principally young men, 
persons unencumbered by families, and whose 
conditions in Ufe enabled them to leave at a mo- 
ment's warning, and movo with great celerity, 
to go at once, and select and occupy the most oli- 
gime sites and favored locations in the Territory, 
to be held by themselves and their associates who 
should follow them. For the successful prosecu- 
tion of such a scheme, the Missourians wiio lived 
in tho immediate vicinity, possessed peculiar ad- 
vantages over their rivals from the more remote 
portions of tho Union. Each family could send 
cno of its members across the line to mark out 
his claim, erect a cabin, and put in a small crop, 
sufficifiit to give him as valid a right to be deem- 
ed au actual settler and qualified voter as those 
who were being imported by the Emigrant Aid 
Societies. In an unoccupied Territory, where 
the lands have not been surveyed, and where 
there .were no marks or lines to indicate the 
boundaries of sections and quarter-aectibns, and 
where no legal title could be had until after the 
surveys should be made, disputes, i^uarrols, vio- 
lence, and bloodshed might have beec. expected ab 
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tlib naturnl and inoyitdblp c.pnaequbncea of such ex- ' 
trftordinnry 'ayatems of emigratioui,, which divided 
nnij nvraj'cd the^^a'ettlcrs mio two gj'cnt .liostilo j 
parties, cuch liayin;^ ah inducement to clnimmoro j 
Ihdri Svns his right, in order to hold, it for Bome I 
rieiv cbmor of . his own . party, andat theeame 
time prevent persona belonging to the opposite 
party from oettling in the neighborhood. Aa a 
result of thio atate of thinga, the great raaaa of 
emigrants from the noithweot and from other 
States who wont thero on their own account, 
with no other, object and iiiflueiice. byino otheir 
motives than to improve their condition and se- 
cure good homca for their families, vvere compel- 
led to aiTay thehiselves under the banner of one 
of those hostiid parties, in order to ineure protec- 
tioa. to thomselvea and their claims against the ag- 
gressions and violence of the other. 

At (ho first election hold in the Territory, on 
the a9th day of \Novembbr, 1854, for a delegate 
to Congress, J. V/. Whitfield was chosen by an 
overwhelming majority, having received the 
votes of men of all, parties who were in favor of 
the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act, and 
opposed to placing the political destinies of the 
Territory in the keeping of the Abolition party 
of the northern States, to be managed through 
tho machinoty of their eihigrant Aid Compa- 
nies. No sooner was tho result of tho election 
known, than tho defeated party proclaimed 
throughout the length and breadth of the repub- 
lic, that it. had been produced by tho invasion of 
the Territory by a Missouri mob, which had over- 
awed and outnumbered and outvoted the 6o«a 
fide seftlei-s of the Territory. By reference to 
tho executive journal of the TeiTitory, which 
will bo found in the papers furnished,. by the 
President of tho United States in response to a 
call of tho Senate, it will be found that Governor 
Eecder, in obedience to what he considered to bo 
a duty enjoined on him by tlie Bct of Conm-ess or- 
ganizing the Territory, on tho 10th day piNovein- 
ber, IS-id, issued a proclamation, prescribing the 
time, place, and mode of holding the election, and 
appointjjagby namethree citizens of theTeixitory, 
residing in each election diatriotj to conduct tho 
election, in such district, together with the follow- 
ing oath, which was taken by tho judges before 
entering on th^ir duties, to wit s 

" We <lo Bovorally swoar that wo will perform our 
(lutiea as judgeo of tho olebtion, to bo hulA this day, 

in tho —-district of the Territory of Kanaaa, to 

the beat of our judgment and ability ; that we will 
Kcop a corrocfc and faithful record or list of poroona 
v?ho shall 70te at oaid election ; that we vrill poll no 
tickets from any ponionwho isn'otan actual bona fide 
rssidont and inhabitant of said Territory on the day 
cf election, and whom wo shall not honestly believe to 
bo a. qualified voter according to the act of Cpngrcsa 
organizing aaid Territory ; that we will reject the votoa 
of uU and every noh-Tdiiident' v/hom wo ohall believe 
to have come into the Territory for tho more purpose 
of voting ; that ia uU caaes where we are ignorant of 
tho voter's right, wo will reiiuiro .legal ovidonce 
thereof, by his own oath or otherwiao ; that wo will 
make a true and faithful return of tho votes which 
nhall bo poiled to the governor of thcr eaid Terri- 
tory." 

The same proclamation pointed out in detail 
tho mode in wnich tho election should be conduct- 
ed ; and, among other things, that the polla will 
be opened for reception of votes between eight 
and ten; o'clock, a, m., and kept open continuaily 
until six o'clock, p.m. ; that the judges will keep 
two corresponding iiata of persona who shall vote, 
numbering each name; that when a dispute 
arises as to the qualifications of a voter, fhojudgea 
shall examine the voter or any other persons, un- 
der oath, upon the subject, and the decision of 
a majority of the board will be conclusive ; that 
when the election shall close, 'lio judges shall 
open and count the votes, and keep two corre- 
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spohding tally-lists, I'.ud if tho tolly-lists ahall ngrco, 
tho judges shall thpii publicly proclaim tho result, 
and shall make up and sign diiplicato ccrtifioatea 
in the fonn . prescribed ; and tJnnll certify, under 
their oaths, tliat the certificate is a true and cor- 
rect return of {ho votes polled by lawful resident 
voters. ,.. 

Tho proclaiiidtion also provides that tho tickets 
or votes polled Ehnll, after being counted, bo 
again .deposited in tho box, together with ono 
copy of the oath,.aiid otic list of tho voters, and 
ono tally-list, an.d one certificate of return; and 
that the judges shall seal them up ih the bos, and 
carefully preeervp the same until called for, by 
the governor of said Territory, ih the event of 
its corre'ctiieas being. contested; and that the re- 
maining copy of the oath, list of voters, tally -list, 
and return, will be taken Ijy one of the judges, 
who shall deliver the same m person to the govr 
ornor. 

The proclamation also provides that, " In easo 
any person or persons shall dispute the fairness 
or correctness of the return of any election-dis- 
trict, they shall make a written statement, direcr- 
ed to the governor, and setting forth the sijiecific 
cause of complaint or eiTors iij the xionductihg or 
veturhing of the election in said district, signed 
by not less than ten_qutilificd voters of the "Torri* 
torv, and with an aSidtivit of one or more quali; 
fled voters to the truth of the fact therein stated; 
ahd tho said complaint and .afildavit shall bp 
presented to the governor on or before thefoiirth 
day of December next, when tho proper proceed- 
ings will be takeia to hear and decide such com- 
plaint." 

By reference to the executive journal of tho 
Territory, we find the following entry : 

" December 4, 1854. — The, Judges of tho sGvoral elec- 
tion diatrista mado returti of tho votea polled at tho 
election hold on tho 29th day of November last, for a 
delegate to the House of Eoprosentativesof the tfnitod 
Stateaj from which Jt appeared that tho voteo in tho 
Raid several districto were as follows, to wit :" 

Here follows a list of the votes cast for each 
candidate in each of tho seventeen districts of tho 
Territory, showing that 

J. W.Whitfield had received 2,258 votes. 

All other persons received 575 " 

And on the same page is the following enby : 

"JJecombcr 5, 1854. — Oa osamininjj and collating 
thorstuma, J.W. Whitfield io doclared by thn Govern- 
or to bo duly elected delegate to tho House of Ecpr*- 
ocntatirea of tho United Scatos, and tho same day tbp 
certiUcate of tho governor, uador tho neal of tho 
Territory, icaned to eaid J. \7. 'VrhitQeld of hia elec- 
tion." 

It nowhere appears that Gen. Whitfield's right 
to a seat by virtue of that election was ever con- 
tested. It does not appear that " ten qualified 
voters of the Territory" were over found who 
were willing to make the " written statement di- 
rected to the governor, with an atfidavit" of ono 
or more qualified voters to the " truth of tho facta 
therein stated,'! to " dispute tho fairness or cor- 
rectness of the returns," or to V sot forth specific 
cause of complaint oi: errors in the couductmg or 
returning of the election,", in any one of tlie sev- 
enteen aisti-icts of the Territory. Certain it is, 
that there could not have been a system of fraud 
and violence such as .haa been charged by tho 
agents and oupportera of tlie einigrant aid socie- 
ties, unless the governor and judges of election 
were parties to it ; and your committee ore not 
prepared to assume e.fact so disreputable to them, 
and BO improbable lippii the state of .facts pre- 
eentcd, without specific charges and direct proof. 
In the absence of all proof and probable truth, 
the charge that tho.Misaom-ians hud invaded tho 
Territory and cotitrolled tho congressional elec-; 
tipn by fraud aud violence, was circulated 
thi'oughout the Free States, and made tho wasio 
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of tho moat intiQir.matory appeals to all men op- 
goacd to the . princsplca of the KapsaB-Hohrnska 
act to'eraigrato or eond cmigi'iiiita to Kansas, for 
the puijiono of repolling-tho mViiderai and assist- 
ing their friends who were then, in iho Territory 
Sii putting down tho slave power, and prohibiting 
Slavery in Knnaaa, with the view of inaliinff it a 
Prep State. Exnggerntcd accounts of tho larpo 
liimibcr of cmigranto on thbir way under' tue 
auapicca of Iho emigrant aid couipan.ies, wit'li the 
view of controllirig the election lor inemhors of 
tho territorial lo.sjiaiaturo, which was to take 
jplace on tho ^Oth of Mwch, 1S55, werx 'puWishcd 
tind .circulated. Theso accounts being rcpuh- 
iished and believed, in Missouri, where the ex- 
citemeiit had already been inflamed to a fearful 
intensity, induced a corresponding effort to send' 
at Icaat on equnl tidmher, to cpttntornct the ap- 
prehended result of this iiew iinportation. Your 
eommittco have not been able to obtain definite 
and satisfactory information in regard to the al- 
leged inegulantiea ita conducting tho election, 
and tho number of illegal votes on tho 30th of 
March; but, from the most reliable' sources of 
iijformation acceaaible to your commitJee, in- 
feluding various papers, documents, and state- 
ments, kindly furnished by liJessrs. Whitfield 
and Eeeder, rival claimants of tho delegate's seat 
in Congress for Kansas Territory, it would seem 
that tho facts are Bubataiitially as follows : 

Tho election was held in obedience to tho pro- 
clamation of tho governor of the Territory, which 
prescribed tho mode of proceeding, the form of 
iho oath and returns, tlie precautionary safe- 
guards against illegal voting, and tho mode of 
contesting tho election, which were, in substance, 
the same as those already referred to in con- 
nection with the congressional election. Wlien 
the period amved for the governor to canvass the 
returns, _and issue certificates to the persons 
elected^ it appeared that protests had been filed 
against the fairness of the jjroceedingB and the 
Correctness of the returns, in seiven out of the 
eighteen election-districts into which the Terri- 
tory had been divided for election purposes, al- 
leging fraudulent and illegal voting by persons 
who were not actual settlers and qualLfied voters 
of tho TeiTitory. It also appears, that in some of 
these contested cases, the form of tho oath ad- 
ministered to the judges, and of the returnsmado 
by them, v/ere not in conformity to the proclama 
tion of the governor. After a careful mvestiga 
tiou of the facts of each case, as presented by 
the returns of tho judges, and tho protests and 
allegations of all persons who disputed the fair- 
ness of the electidri and tho correctness of the 
returns, the goyempr came to the conclusion 
that it was his duty to set aside the election in 
these seven disputed districts ; the effect of v/hich 
was, to create two vacancies in the council, and 
aiue in tho House of Representatives of tho Terri- 
tory, to be filled by a new election ; and to change 
the result so far as to cause the certificate for one 
councilman and ono representative to issue to 
different persons than those returned as elected 
by tho judges. Accordingly the coveraor issued 
b'o writs for special elections, to bo held on the 
24th of May, to fill those vacancies, and, at the 
Game time, granted certificates of election to 
Cileven councilmen-andseventeen representatives, 
whose election had not been contested, and whom 
ho adjud'^cd to have been fairly elected. At tho 
Qpeciul election to fill these vacancies, three of 
the persons whoso election on the 3€th of March 
had been set aside for tho reasons already stated, 
v/ere re-eleciCd, and in the other districtfi difiisrent 
parsons v/ore returned ; and the governor having 
adjudged them to have been duly electedi nC' 
ebrdingly granted them cevtificateo of election 
thus mnIiLiag tho full complement of thirteen 
cooncilmen and twenty-sis representatives, of 



whpm, by the organic law of the Territory, the 
Icgislntiire was to bo composed. On tho 17th 
day of April tho governor jsaucd his proqlama- 
tibn, svuhmoning thcao thirteen counciimch and 
twenty-six representatives, whoni' he had com- 
miasioned as having been fairly elected, to assem- 
ble at Pawnee City on the 2nd day of July, and 
organize as tho legislature of the Territoiy of 
Kansas. 

It appqiira from the journal that the two 
Houses aid assemblb, in obcdienco to tho Gover- 
nor's proclarhation, at tho time and place ap- 
pointed by him ; and, after the oatli of ofiico hod 
oecn duly administered by one_of tho judges of 
the supreme court of the Territory, to cacli of 
the niembcrs who held the Governor's certificate, 
proceeded to organise their respective houses by 
tho election of their ofiicera ; and each notified 
tho other, by resolution, that thoy "^otQ thus duly 
organized. Also, by joint resolution, oppointed 
a committeo who waited on the Governor, and 
informed him that "tho two houses of the Kan- 
sas JLeg'tsZflte?-e are Organized, and are now ready 
to proceed to biieineas, and to receive" sucn 
communication's ho may deem necessary. 

In response to this joint resolution, " a message 
from tho Governor^ by Mr. Higgins, his private 
secretary, transmitting his message, was received, 
and ordered t«> bo read." 
The message commences thus : 

"To the Eonorahlethe Council and House of Scprc- 
aentativea of the Territory of Kamaa : 

" Having boon duly sotided that your reopectivo 
bodioB have organized for the porformanco of your of- 
flciaV functioDB, I herewith flubmit to you tho usual 
esecutivri ConiTnunication relative to Butijcoioof legin- 
latioa. wbich univorea! and long-coutioued uoap(e in 
analogous <;ases would scum to demand, although so 
oxprcss rcquiroroent of it ia to be found in tbs act oi 
CoDgronq wbioh has brought no into oiScial esiatence, 
and pteaoribad our ofiicial duticn. 

" The position which wo occupy, and tho oolemn 
trust which ia confided to ub for originating the law» 
and institutionn, and moulding the dcEtinii'S of a new 
republic in the very geograpbical centre «>f our vaot 
and mugnilicent confodoration, cannot but impress us 
■with a Seep and eolomn sense of tho heavy reopoDBi- 
biUty which wo havo casaroed, and adniouish us to 
lay aaido all Eoifioh and cquivooul motives, tO' discard 
all unworthy (Snds, and, in tho opirit of jontico and 
charity to " each other, with pure hoarto, tem- 
pered feolingB, and cober judgments, to address our- 
selves to our task, and go perform it in tho fear and 
roveroncoof tbat Qodwho oversees our r/orlt, that 
tho star that wo oxpuct to add to tho national banner 
shall bo idiniraed.by no taint or tarninh of dishonor, 
and bo subject to no reproach save tbat v/bich opringo 
from tho laovitablo fallibility of juat and upright 
men." 

The Governor, with the view to the " ascertain- 
ment of the existing law" in the Territory, pro- 
ceeds to trace tho history of all legislation afioct- 
Ing it since the country was acquired from 
Franco, and advises the legislature to pass such 
laws as the public interest might require upon all 
appropriate subjects of legislation, and particu- 
larly tho Slavery question, tho division of tho 
■Torritory into counties, the organization of coun- 
ty courts, the election of judicial and miniaterinl 
ofiicers, education, taxes, revenues, tho location 
of tho permanent seat of government, and the or- 
ganiaation of tho militia, as subjects v/ortfayof 
their immediate attention. 

Prom this message, as well as from all the of- 
ficial acta of tho Governor preceding it, having 
reference to tho election and return cf the mem- 
bera and the coavening of the two houses for le- 
gislative busineao, tho conclusion is irresistible, 
that hp to this period of time tho Governor had 
never conceived tho idea—if, indeed, ho has sinoo 
entertained it— that tho two houEes were opuriouu 
and fraudulent OBsemblieo, having no rightful 
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p,ttthorify to pns8 laws •which would bo Tjipdiujj 
upon tho people, of Kansna. On the first day ot 
tho (jcssion, and immediately after the organiza- 
tion of the bouBO was effected, tltq following Jle- 
Cplution was adopted : ' 

" Itesolved. Tliftt nil porcons who ,ma'y desire to con- 
toat tUo acata of any pernoiia now holding certiflcatCB of 
blectlon aa metcbern of tlib hotiao, mayjprcBont their 
proto-ta to the committee on crodcatials, and tliat nO'- 
tico ihorcof shall 'lid given to.tbo porcbus holding 
ench cortiacateo," 

On tho j,ih. day of ..July, (being tho third day 
of the EC3sion,) tuo mtyority of the committee, in- 
cluding four of the five membccs, reported that, 

" HAVING HJEARH ANJ) EXAJIINED fi-hh THE EVI- 
DENCK TOUCHING THiS MATTER OF INQ^UIRY. BE- 

FOKE them; and taking the or^janic law of Con- 
gress, passed oh the| 20th day ot May, in the year 
i8.54, orgiinizing tho Territories of Kansas and 
Nebraska," aa their g^iiding star, they have ar- 
rived at tho concluaions which they procped ] to 
elucidate and enforce in a lengthy report. . From 
this report, U appeara that fifteen out of twontj^- 
two mcmbora present were permitted to retmn 
their seals by unanimous consent, no one appear- 
ing to contcHt or dispute the fairiiess of the elec- 
tion, or rej^ularity or truthfulness of the return, 
ia either ot tlieir cases. Hence the contest was 
reduced to the claims of one member who re- 
ceived tho certificate under the general election 
of the 30th of March, and the nix members pre- 
sent who received certificates under tho special 
election of the 24th of May. In tho first case the 
decision of the Governor was reversed, and the 
sCat awarded to the cqudidate who received tho 
highest number of votes at the election of the 
SOth of March, and from whom the certificate had 
been withheld by the Governor, upon the ground 
of irregularity in the election ' and returns from 
one precinct, tho exclusion of which poll gave 
tho majority to tho oj)poBing candidate. In the 
ether BIX cases, the sittmg membei*8,wero depriv- 
ed of their seat?; and the candidates receiving 
the highest number pf votes at tho general elec- 
tion oh the, 30th of March, were awarded their 
places, upon the ground that the special election 
on the 54th of May was illegal and void, the Gov- 
ernor not being authorized, by tho . organic? law 
of the Territory, to go behind tho returns, and 
Get aside the election held on the SOth of March. 

Tho minority report dissents from the reason- 
ing, and pro testa against tho conclusions of tho 
majority, and affirm? tho right of the sitting mem- 
bers to retain their seats, upon the gi'ouud that 
tlio governor's certificate was not merely ;?nmci 
facte evidence, but was conclusive, in respect to 
the rights of all claimants and contestants ; and 
jaeuco the house could not go behind the certifi- 
cates of election to inqniro whethgr there had 
been a previous electio.i in those districts on tho 
SOth of March, and who had received tho highest 
number of legal votes at that election. The 
proposition 18 thus stated in tho minority report : 
," I cannot agree that this body has .tho rigiit to 
go behind the decisions of the governor, who, by 
virtue of his ofiico,,is the orgamaing fedejral arm 
of the \gjjneral government, to evolve and man- 
ago a row government for this Territory, for the 
bDvior.s reason that Gongi'css makes him thefiolo 
jjudgo of the qualifications for memborsliip." It 
Is true that the jninqrity report, alludes to evi- 
dence before the committee of great deficiencies, 
not ill the foi;m of conducting the elections, but in 
.thiQ manner of holding them, both as to the quali- 
fications of the judges who presided, and the re- 
turns made oiit by them," dnd says there is 
"no doubt that these illegal proceedings ou the 
one hand induced tho goyorrior to witlmold cer- 
tificates from some who, from th6 numlier of votes 
returned in their favor, might at the same time 
appear to have been properly elected, and on th«3 



other, to have been tho ground on which ho prc« 
eented a certificate in ono instance, and , in an- 
other ordered a now election in rcforonco. to 
other difitrictfi." But while tho rhinorlty report 
ntfirtha thorighi of tho governor to go beuind 
the returns and inveatifjato irregularities. and ille- 
gal voting at tho electiouj as well as deficiencies 
ra the forms of tho returns, arid bsserta that he 
did oxerciBO this right in each oaso in which hp 
granted or withhold , a certificate, it maintainu 
that the, govei'ijor'a decision, qa evinced by hiG 
certiiicato, woo final and; conclusive and could 
not bo reviewed, much lesc reversed, by eitlier 
branch of tho Territorial legislature. So fai' ab 
tho question involveo tho legality of the Kansas 
legislature, and tho validity of jta acts, it is en- 
tirely immaterial whether we adopt the reasoning 
and conclusions of tlie )a>inbrity or majority re- 
ports ; for each proves that tho. legislature was 
legally and duly constituted. The minority re- 
port establishes the fact, by the position that the 
governor's certificate was conclueivo, and that 
he granted certificates to ton but of tho thirteen 
councilmen, and to seventeen out of tho twenty- 
sis representatives who finally hold their seato, 
which was largely more than a quorum of each 
branch of the legislature. The majoiity report 
estahlislios tho same fact, by .the position that 
after going behind the governor's certificate, 
and carefully examjning the facts, they con- 
firmed these same ton councilmon and seven- 
teefi representatives in their seats, and then 
awarded the seats of the other three couneilnaea 
and nine representatives to the candidates whom 
they believed to have been legally elected at the 
general election on tho SOth of March. 

Tho house, by eighteen votes in the affirmatiyo 
to one vote in the negative, passed a resolution 
adopting tho majority reportj and declaring that 
the eontestfints " havmg been duly .elected on tho 
30th of March, 1855, are entitled to their seats as 
nriembers of tliis house." Whereupon four of the 
silting members, whoso seats were vacated by the 
adoption of tho majority report, signed a protest, 
and^ asked that it be spread on tlio journal of the 
house, which was accordingly done in the follow- 
ing words: 

"Protest. 

'' XJo, tho aiidoraigned, mombora of tho Hocso of 
KepresontativcD of Kanoao Territory, bclio.vo tlio or- 
ganic act organising the oaid Territory gives this 
house no power lo oast any momber fro,ia tliis liouijo 
ivlio haa x-eeeived a certiScato from thegovurnor; that 
this houoe cannot go behind an election called bj tho 
governor, and consider any claims baaed on a prior 
election. We would thorofore protest against such a 
proceeding, and ask this protest to bo oprcad upon 
tho jovtraal of this house. 

"JOHN HUTCHINSON, 
IVILLIAM JKSSiiE, 
' AUGUSTUS ^yATTI.Ea, 
B. D. LADD." 

Under date of July 6, thp journal contains 
a nlessage from tho governor to tho *' house of 
representatives of tho Territory of Kansas," re- 
turning " houea bill entitled ' An act to rernovo 
thtt seat of government temiporarily to tho Shaw- 
ne#/ Manual Labor School, in the Territory of 
Kansas,' together with hia objections." While 
tho governor, in assigning his reasons for return- 
ing the bill, labors lo proyd.that the legislature 
had transcended its authority under the orgonib 
act, in adopting this particular measure, and ar- 
gues Kgairist its expediency, on tlio score of tho 
loss of time and money iii removing to a differ- 
ent place ditring the peseipn, ho clearly and dis- 
tinctly recognizes the coiiiioil and house of :.vepre- 
eentatives aa .cpnntituting thblegislataro of .tUo 
Territory of Kansos, elected ana org!>ais:.ed in 
conformity to tho act of Congress .creating the 
Territory. 

The reanotis of tho governor for retormagilio 
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bin, was Bpread npon tho jouriinl, ana upon to- 
considorafion, it wnR pdssed bya two-thiras' vote 
iii each branch of tho Icgislaturo, and thus be- 
caino the law of tbo land, " tho olyectiona of tho 
governor to tho contrary Dotwithatanding." 

On tho eamo day tho follomng resolution was 
adopted by both hpusea : ' 

Ileaolved by the Ettmnc of Represcntativca of the 
Territory of Kansas, {the Vouncil concurrinff thersin,) 
Shat tho iogifilatnro of oaid Tarritory do adjourn on 
tho 0th day- of July, A. B. 1855, to meot again on 
Monday, tbo IGtli day of Jnly, 1865, at 2 o'clock, p. M., 
at tho Shawhco MannaUahor School, ie» tho oaid Tor- 
ritory." ' . . . . i ' 

And on tho same diiy tho following resolution 
was also adopted by both houses ! 

" Riisolvcd, That a Commit tpo of three ho appointed 
on tho part of tho Council,' to att in conjunction with 
a Committt-o on iho part of tho' Hou«e of Kopreacnta- 
tiveo, to inform his oscoUonoy Iho Govornor th^t the 
Leginlativo AssBmbiy 'will, adjourn this aftornoon, to 
moot on Monday, tho 18th inHtant, at the Shawnee 
Manual-labor School, in tho Xerritory of Kansas." 

On the 16th of July, the two houses assembled, 
in pursuance of tho amoumment, at the Shawnee 
Manual- labor School, unovvn as Shawnee Mission, 
and proceeded to tho discharge of their, legisla- 
tive duties. In tho mean time the Governor had 
also repaired to Shawnee Mission, it being the 
place of his residence in the Territory, and tho 
seat of the executive offices as established and 
continued by himself, during tho whole period ho 
esereiscd tho executive functions. 

On the SJlst of July, a message was received 
froin the Governor, by his private secretary, Mr. 
Lowry, directed " To the House of Eopreaenta- 
tives of the Territory of KausaSj" in which he 
says: "I return to your House, m which they 
originated, (he bill entitled 'An act to prevent 
the sale of intoxicating liquors, and games of 
chance, within one mile of the Shawnee Manual- 
labor School,. in tho Territory of Kansas,' and 
the bill entitled 'An act to establish a ferry at 
the town of Atchison, in Kansas Territory,' 
without my approval. I see nothing in the bills 
themselves to prevent my sanction of tbem, and 
my reasons for disapproval have been, doubtless, 
anticipated by you, as necessarily resulting 
from the f)pimou expressed in my message of 
the 6th instant." , 

The Govemoi" then proceeds to argue the 
(juestion at great length, whether tlie legislature 
«s now in session at a place which can be recog- 
nized an a seat of govern'ment, where the business 
of legislation canoe legally or legitimately car- 
ried on. , _ 

He does not question the fairness and legality 
of the election of the members composing the 
legislature ; nor the regularity and validity of 
their organization; nor their competency as a 
legislature to pass all laws which they may 
deem necessary and proper for the best interests 
of the people of Kansas, provided it shall lie done 
at the right place. Upon this point he saysi 

" It BOoina to be plain that tho legislature now in 
Besaion, bo far as tho placo ia cbncoruod, ia in contra- 
vention of tho act of Congress, and vjhero thoy havo 
no riglit to sit, and can maUo no valid legiBlation. 
Entertaining thcso views, I can. give no sanction to 
any bill that may bo passed ; und if my rousona are 
not Batisfaetory to tho Legislative Assembly, it follows 
that wo must aut independently of oacfa other." 

In conclusion tho Governor adys ; 

■ . " If I am right iu thcao opinions, and our Torrj'-4)ry 
shaXl derive no fruits. from tho meeting of tho present 
Jisginlativo ABSombly, I shall at least have tho aatis- 
fcction of recolJacting that I called the attcntlon'o? 
"the Asnorably to tho point before thoy removed, auti 
that tho respousibility, theroi'oto, roots not on tho 
EsccuSlvo." ' ' . - ■, . . . 

Tlie Governor having thus suspended all offi- 
cial intcroourso with pie two branches of the 



legislature, refusing to examine their acta witli 
a view or either' approving or disapproving 
them, they appointed a joint committee of tho 
two houses to draught a memorial to tho Presi- 
dent of the United States, asking his removal 
from tho office of, governor; which memorial 
was signed, by the presiding , officers and memi 
bers in joint cession, Tho memorialists, aftei; 
reviewing the causes which had led to such 
serious difficulties, and vindicating the right of 
the legislature, under the organic net, to remove 
the seat of government from Pawnee City to 
Shawnee Mission, concluded as follows : 

" In conclusion, wo chargo tho Governor, A. H. 
Boeder, with willful' aeg;lcct of tho interests of tho 
Territory j; with ondtt'a-voriDg, by all means in hia powerj 
to f-ubvert th« oeda and objocto intended to bo accom- 
plished by tho ' Kanaas and Nsbranka bill,' by neglect- , 
ing tho pub'.ic intorcste and making ihem Duboervient 
to private apocalation; by aiding and encnuragiog 
persona iiit factious and treasonable opposition to tho 
winhesof the majority of the citizena of tho Territory, 
and tbo' laws of the United Statta in force ia said 
'Territory ; by onouuraging porsons to violate tho lawa 
of tho United States, 'and sot at dcQanco the com- 
mands of tho general Governmont ; bv inciting persons 
to resist the laws which may be passed by ttio present 
Legislative Assembly of this .Territory. For those, 
and many other rcaaoua, wo respootfuliy pray your 
excellency to romovo tno said A. H. Reedor from tho 
exercise of tho functions now held by him in said 
Territory; and represent that a continnanco of tho 
same will be prejudicial to the best intBrosts of 
tho said Territory And, as in duty bound, wo will 
ever pray," etc., etc. 

[Signed by the officcra and members of both kousea.l 

Ou the 15th of August, Governor Reeder ad- 
dressed a note to the .Department of State, 
acknowledging the receipt of a communication 
from the acting Secretary, under date of the 28th 
July, in which he was notified that " in conse- 
quence of your [Governor Reeder's] purchase 
of Kansas half-breed lauds," and "more espe- 
cially the undertaking of sundry^ persons, your- 
self included, to lay out new cities on militaiy 
or other reservations in the Territory of Kan- 
sas," and " more particularly, as you have sum- 
moned the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
to meet at one of the places referred to, deno- 
minated in your official proclamation ' Pawnee 
City,' I have, therefore, by the direction of tho 
President, to notify you that your functions and 
authority as Governor of the T erritory of Kansas 
are hereby terminated." 

On the ifith of August, the journal of the 
House of Eepresentativea says: 

" Tho following message wqd rocsivcd from Govor- 
nor A. H. Boeder, by Jlr. Ijowry, his private secre- 
tary : 

" To the honorable the metnbsra of the Council and 
House of Meprcsenlatives of the Territory of Kansaa: 
" QnNTLBKBii : Although, in my mescage to your 
bodies under date of the 21ot irictant, (ult.) I stated 
that I was unable to convince myself of tho Jegality 
of your sesaion at this' placo, for roaaono then given ; 
and although that opinion otill remairia unchanged, 
yet, inasmuch aa my roaoono were not aatisfaotory to 
your body, and tho bills paused by your houses havo 
been 'up to this timo fiont to ma fo* approval, it io 
proper that I should inform you that alter your ad- 
journmout of yesterday I received official potifloation 
that my funotionn.ao govornor of the Territory of 
Sancas were terininatod. Wo successor having ar- 
rived. Secretary Wbodoon will of course jporform tho 
duties of the office as acting govornor. 

"A, rr. EcnncR." 

Inasmuch as Governor Reeder dissolved his 
oiTicial relations with tho legislature, and denied 
the validity of their acts, solely upon the ground 
that thoy were enacted iri the wrong place, it be- 
comes miatorial to inquire whether it was com- 
petent for them, under the organic act, to remove 
the seat of goveramont temporarily froin " Paw- 
nee City" to tho ShaMrnoa Mission. Tho 24th 
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Esction of the organic act providea " tJiat tho 
legialativo power of the Territory shall extend 
to all righUul subjects of legislation consistent 
with the Constitution of tho United States, and the 
provisions of this act," 

That the location of the scat of government, 
and the changing of tlie eamo whenever the pub- 
lic interests and convoniencomny require it, is a 
" rightful subject of legislation," is too plain to 
admit of argument ; heuco the power is clearly 
included hi this general grant, and may be exer- 
cised at pleasure by the legislature, unless it 
shall be made to appear that Congress, by some 
other provision, has imposed restrictions or con- 
ditions upon its cxcroisiO. 

The thu'ty-first section of the organic act pro- 
vides " that the temporary seat of government 
of said Territory is hereby located at Port Leav- 
enworth ; and that such portions of the public 
Tbuildings as may not be actually used and need- 
ed for militarj' purposes may be occupied and 
wsed, under the direction of the governor and 
legislative assembly, for such public purposes as 
inay be required under the provisions of this 
act ;" and the twenty-second section of the samo 
act provides that. " the persons thus elected to 
the legislative assembly shall meet at such place 
and on such day as the governor shall appoint" 
for the first meeting. These two provisions, be- 
ing ports of the same act, and having reference 
to the same eulyect^matter, must be taken to- 
gether, and receive such a construction as will 
give full effect to each, and not render either 
nugatory. While, therefore, the governor was 
authorized to convene the legislature, in the first 
instance, at such place as he should appoint, still 
ho was required, by that provision which made 
Fort Leavenworth the temporary seat of govern- 
ment, with the view of using some of the public 
buildings, to designate as the place some one of 
the public buildings within the military reserva- 
tion of Port Leavenworth. , Had not, Congress, 
in the mean time, interposed and changed the law, 
as here presented, the governor would not have 
fecen auftiorized to have convened the legislature 
at " Pawnee. City," nor at any other place in the 
Territory than some one of the public buildings 
at Port Leavenworth, as provided in the organic 
act.. 

In view of the fact that the Secretary of War 
bad intimated an opinion that all of the public 
buildings at Fort Leavenworth were needed for 
military purposes, and tliat the location of tho 
seat ot" government, ev^n temporarily, within 
the lines of a militaiy reservation, where the 
military law must necessarily prevail, would be 
inconvenient, if not injurious to the public ser- 
yiee, tho following provision was adopted in the 
appropriation bill of tho 5th of August, 1854, for 
the purpose of enabUng the governor to erect 
buildings for tho temporary seat of government 
at some more suitable and convenient point in 
the Territory : " That, in the event that the Sec- 
retary of War shall deem it inconsistent with the 
interest of the military service to furnish a sufii- 
cient portipn of the miUtaiy buildings at Port 
Leavenworth for tho vso of the Temtorial gov- 
ernment of Kansas, the sum of twenty -five thou- 
sand dollars shall, bo, and in that eoatingency ia 
hereby, appropriated^ for the erection of pubUc 
buildi;igs for tho use of the legislature of tho 
Territory of Kansas, to bo expended under tha 
direction of tho governor of said Territory." 

Under this provision, taken in connection 
•with that clause Cf the organic act which au- 
thorised. the governor to convene the legislature 
at such place as hp should appoint, ho would 
have had the right to establish, the temporary 
ceat of government and erect the public build- 
inga at Pawnee, City,- or any other place, ho 
SQi^t have selected in the Territory, instead 



of Port Leavenworth, but for tho fact that on 
the 3d of March, 1855, and before nny poi'tion 
of the money had been e.vpendcd, or even the 
site . selected, Congi'ess made a further appro- 
priation of twonty uvo thousand dollars for pub- 
lic buildings, with tho proviso ^J'thtit said mon- 
ey, or any part thereof, or any portion of tho 
money heretofore appropriated for this pui-poso 
shall not be |)xpenued until the legislature of 
said Ten-itory shall have fixed by law the per-, 
manent seat of government." This provision 
did not confer upon the legislature any power 
in respect to the location of the seat of govern- 
ment, either temporarily or permanently, which 
it did not previously possess ; for the general 
grant, extending to all "rightful subjects of 
legislation," necessarily included the right to 
determine the place of holding its sessions. 
The object, as well as legal elfcct, of this provi-, 
sion, was, to restrain the governor from expend- 
ing the apj>ropriation until the voice ot the 
peo_ple of Kansas should be expressed) through 
their legislature, in the selection of the place ; 
leaving the governor to peiform his whole 
duty under the 22d section of the organic act, 
by appointing tho place and day of tho first 
meeting of the legislature, and, of expending 
the money appropriated by Congress for the 
erection of puhlic buildings, at such place as 
the legislature should desiffnato for the perma- 
nent seat of goveiTiment or the Territory. 

Under this view of the aubjept, it is evident 
that the legislature was clothed'with legitimate 
authority to enact tho law in obedience to which 
its session was adjourned from Pawnee City to 
Shawnee Mission ; and that its enactments, made 
at the latter place, must have the same force and 
validity that they would have possessed had not 
the removal taken place. 

Those who seek to find some tenable groimd 
upon which to destroy the vaUdity of the legisla- 
tive acts of Kansas, seeing that they cannot 
safely rely upon tho alleged iiregularity of the 
elections, nor upon the absence ot legal authori- 
ty in the legislature to remove the seat of Gov- 
ernment, flatter themselves that they have re- 
cently discovered a new fact which will extricate 
them from their difiiculty, and enable them to 
accomplish their purpose. It is, that by the 
treaties of November 1825, and of August 8, 
1831, with the Shawuees of Missouri and Ohio, 
a large tract of land; including the Shawnee 
Mission, where the legislature held its session, 
and the governor fistabUshed the executive of- 
fices, was secured to thi>?e Indians, with the 
guaranty on the part of the United States " that 
said lands shall never be within the bounds of 
any State or Temtory, nor subject to the laws 
thereof;" and that the l9th section of the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act provides that " nothing in this 
act contained shall be construed to include any 
territory which, by treaty with any Indian tribe, 
is not, w^ithout the consent of said tribe, to be 
included within the territorial limits or jurisdic- 
tion of any State or Territory ; but all such ter- 
ritory shall be excepted out of the boundaries, 
and constitute no part of tho Territory of Kan- 
sas." Upon the authority of these clauses of 
the treaties, and of the act of Congress organ- 
izing the TeiTitoiy, it is assarhed . that tho 
Shawnee. Mission, where the legislature enacted 
those, laws, was not within the limits or jurisdic- 
tion of the Territoiy of Kapsas, and hence they 
were null and void. Without admitting, even 
by implication, that the place where tho legis- 
lature should enact its laws, would to any ex- 
tent impair their validity, it is proper to call 
the attention of the Senate to the fact recorded 
on its journal, that on the 10th of May, 1854, 
(only a few days before the passage of the Kan7 
sas-Nebraska act,) a treaty wft? made with 
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tlidflo Hftinp Tndlnnii, by tlm RVflt niildlo of whloh 
nil Mio liin^ln (rvmiicdlo thoiu by Iho iidid (roa- 
tUw of im^f niid IHIll Virct o (inilod to th(> TJnitod 
HtntttR, iiikI, briitff tlitin ox<itii)tl<i(l from tlio opo- 
ratinu of tho i;iutrnntloH in Hn)i«i tr«Mitl('H, woro, 
by tlin toriiiH of flid or/.;(inlo net of KniiMnfi, iu- 
ofitddd within tho UmltH, and mndortid BnbJ<!ot 
to iho JiUlrtdiotlon Of Hald 'ronitofy. 

Tho Hticoud urtSolo grautod too honno in 
Which tho logildaturo nllcrw'ardit hold itnnOH- 
»ion«, and tho land uj)on whioli tho hoioio fltood, 
to tlio iniHHiojmryHOcioly of th(j M(?f.hodint Epin- 
Oopal Chnroh Boiith, in thoHo won In: "Oflho 
landn iyiriB oiiKt. of thi? parallel lino nfofonaid, 
thoro shall flrHt be fiot aj)art to tho tniflaionary 
Bocii^ty of tho Mothodint Epinoopal Church 
South, to includo thi) improvouuinta of tho In- 
dian Manual-labor Sdiool. thrno H(ui{ionR of land ; 
to the Friondfl' Shnwnoo Labor-Hchool, Inclndinc 
tho iinpj-ovtitnentM thoro, throo hundrod and 
twenty aeron of land; and to tho Auicrioan 
Baptist Union, to includo tho iinprovcmcntH 
whero tho Huperintcndont of tho school now rc- 
BidoB, one hundred and Hixty acres of land ; and 
«1«0 five acroH of iuiid to tho Shiiwnco Methodist 
Church, including the ihectinif houao and grave- 
yard J and two ftcroH of land to tho Shawnee 
BaptiHt Church, including tho moefing-houao 
and gravo-yrird." 

Tlio other articles of tho treaty provide for 
tho survey of those lands, and for granting two 
hundred acres to each Shawnee Indian, to be 
held as private property, snbject to such condi- 
tions na Coiigress should impose, and recognize 
the right of the legislature to layout roads and 
public highways across the Indian lauds, on the 
same terms ns the law provides for their loca- 
tion through the lands oJTcitizens of the United 
States. I'ho Rev. Thomas Johnson, Who was 
president of the Kansas legislative council, and 
also agent of the Miseionory society of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, to which the londs and 
improvements belonged, authorized the legis- 
lature to use and occupy such portions of the 
buildings of which he held the lawful posses- 
sion as they should find convenient in the exer- 
cise of their legislative functions. 

Upon acaretul review and examination cf 
all the facts, laws, and treaties, bearing upon 
the point, your committee are clearly of the 
opimon that the Shawnee ManuoMabor School 
was a place to which the legislature might 
lawfully adjourn and enact valid laws in purau- 
ance of the organic net of the Territory. 

We do not deem it necessary to inquire into 
the expediency of the removal of the seat of 
government, for the reason that it cannot affect 
the validity of the legislative proceedings. It 
is sufficient to state, that the reasons assigned 
by the Governor against the expediency of the 
measure were: first, "the loss of time (more 
valuable becouse limited) which our organic 
law allots to the legislative session ;" and se- 
condly, " because it will involve a pecuniary 
loss, in view of the arrangements which have 
been made at this place lor our accommoda- 
tion." As an offset to the nnfortubate circum- 
stance that the people of Kansas would be de- 
prived, for the period of ten days, of all the 
advantages ana protection which were expect- 
ed to result from the wholesome laws which 
the governor had recommended them to enact 
upon all rightful subjects of legislation, and to 
the pecaniary loss which would be sustained in 
consequence of the removal frotn Pawnee City, 
the membera of the iegislatUFe, in their memo- 
rial: to the President of the United States, ashing 
Km to remove the governor, state their reasons 
as follows, for the ullegatidn that there was an 
tmnecessary loss of three mouths' time after 
the election in Convening the legMature, and 



that l,»aWJMio wati not n nuitahlo place fl»r thonl 
to innet i 

" Alter tho contdnt wan over, and tho rciudli 
known, ho dolay<Ml tho nimcnibllng of tho body 

until tho yd <lay of July juoro tlian tllri J 

nioullm aftorv^nrdii-'-and tliat, loo, when (ho 
wholo Union wnii (ionvulnod om account of al- 
leged oulnigds in KanMus Territory, and yot ntt 
law for tho puninhtn('nt or provontlon Of then),, 
When at Innt they did moot, upon th<! call of 
tho governor, nt a point where tln-y had pro- 
viounly, in an iliUu'nuil tn»inncr, protested 
ngaiuHt being called, with An avowal of fhoir 
intention to adhnirn to tho point Ut which they 
are now aHiieninlod. (or the reanonn that tho ro- 
(iuii(ito aocuinnioilationn could not bo had ; whero 
there were no facilitliiii for comnninieatioit 
with theii families or constituentft ; where they 
could not even And the commoni;Bt food to cat, 
nnloHH lit an enormous expeuHo, there being no 
gardens yet mndo by tho squatters ; wh(!l'e lh(J 
houHO Li which wo were expected to nHSemblo 
had no roof or floor on tho Saturday preceding 
tho Monday 6{ our assembling, luiu fOr tho 
completion of which tho entire Sabbath day and 
nighl; was desecrated by tho continual labor of 
the mechanics ; whero, at least, one-half of tho 
members, employes, and almost all others who 
had assembled there for business or othoTOiso, 
had to camp out in wagons and tents during a 
rainy, hot season, and where cholera broke out, 
as a consoqucnce of tho inadequate food and 
shelter; and when, under nil of^ theeo circum- 
stances of nnnoyanoe, they finally passed an not 
adjourning to this point — Shawnee Manual-lo' 
bor School — whero ample accommodations are 
provided, and whore the governor himself had 
previously made it tho seat of government, they 
were met by his veto, which is herewith traha- 
mitted." 

Your committee have not considered it anV 
part of their duty to examine and review each 
enactment and provision of the large volume oi 
laws adopted by the legislature of Kansas upott 
almost every rightful subject of legislation, and 
affecting nearly every relation and interest in 
life, with a view cither to thek approval or dis- 
approval by Congress, for the reason that they 
are local laws, confined in their operation to thd 
internal concerns of the Territory, the control 
and management of which, by the principles of 
the Federal Constitution, as well as by the very 
terms of the Kansas-Nebraska act, are confided 
to the people of the Territory, to be determined 
by themselves through their representatives in 
their local legislature, and not by the Congress^ 
in which they have no representatives to give or 
withhold their assent to the laws upon which 
their rights and liberties may all depend. Under 
these laws marriages have taken place, childr^ 
have been bom, deaths have occurred, estatea 
have been distributed, contracts have been madcj 
and rights have accrued which it is not compe- 
tent for Congress to divest. If there can be a 
doubt in respect to the validity of these lawsi 
growing out of the alleged irregularity of the 
election of the members of the legislature, or thh 
lawfulness of the place where its sessions were 
held, which it ia competent for any tribunal td 
inquire into with a view to its dccibion at thid 
day, and after the series of events which havd 
ensued, it must be a judicial question, over which 
Congress can have no control, and which con 
determined only by the courts of Justice, under 
the protection and Sanction of the Constitution. 

WiiCn it was proposed in the last Congress to 
annul the acts of the legislative assenably of Mid' 
nesota, incorporating certain railroad companies^ 
this committee reported against the proposition, 
and, instead of annulling the local Icgisfation of 
the Territory, recommended the repeal of that 
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oliuiHo of tlio orgnilio a<!t of Aflnuoiiotu wliUih 
roKcrvcH t»» ()<in(;niHH tlio ri^lit to diiininnovi! itd 
hivrn, Tlint riKUiiiuiioiulntioii whh brtiicd ou iJui 
lIuHiry that ihc Wt>y,Ui of tho Tcnitory, hiy'mi/; 
cU'iw.m of (ho TJiiltcd Stdtoii, woro ennfUnl to 
tlui inlvlU'Ro «»f H<ilf ffovi'i'iimout in ol)(i(li(>i)oo 
to tuo C'oiiiitil.iiti()ii ; and if, in tlio cxoroiHo of 
tlwM ri({lit, Uuiv had niadu wino and jiiiit lawn, 
thoy m^hi, to 1)0 ponnitlod to oi^joy all tUo ad- 
vaiita|i[(Hi roHidtiiiu; from tluiin ; wlillo, ou tlui 
contrary, if tliov liad nindo unwiiu) and iii^juMt 
lawn, thcv Hhould abido tho tiouHoqiionvoH of 
th(^ir own uetti niilil tlmy diHooverod, aoknow- 
hidjjod, and corrootcd thtdr «!rrorH, 

It hail ho(in alU:|{od that groHH jniHrcprononta- 
tioiiH have bucn iwado in nmpnct to tho charac- 
tor of tlio lawH onaotod by tho lofriHlutiiro of 
Kfinfiafl, calculated, if not doHiguod, to proju- 
dico the public mind nt ii distance against thoHO 
who enacted thorn, and to eruato tho iinpren- 
flion that it wan the dutv of CongrcHH to inter- 
fere uud annul them. In view of tho violent 
and iuriurrectionary nioaHures which were being 
token to rcaiHt tho lawa of the Territory, a con- 
vention of deleeutea, repreacntiug; almost every 
portion of the Territory of Kansaa, trap held at 
the city of Leavenworth on the 14th of Novem- 
ber, 1855, at which men of all shades of politiool 
opinions. "WhiRB, Democruta, Pro-slavery 
men, and Free-atate men, all met and harmo- 
nizcd together, and forgot their former differ- 
ences in the common danger that seemed to 
threaten tho peace, good order, and prosoerity 
of this comiimnity." This convention wa*a pre- 
sided over by tho governor of the Tonltory, as- 
.sl^^cd by n majority of tho judges of the su- 
preme court; and the address to me citizens of 
the United States, omong other distinguished 
names, bears the signatures of tho United 
States district attorney and marshal for the 
Territory. 

It is but reafibnable to assume that the inter- 
pretation which these functionaries have given 
to the nets of the Kansas legislature in this ad- 
dress will be observed in their official exposi- 
tion and execution of the same. In reference 
to the wide-spread perversions and misrepre- 
sentations of those laws, this address says : 

" The laws passed by the legislature have bepn most 
prossly misrepresented, with the view of prejudicing 
ihe public against that body, and as an ezcasa for the 
revolutionary movements in this Territory. The 
limits of this addreis will not permit a correction of 
all these misrepresentations; but we will notice some of 
them, that have had the most wide-apread circulation. 

" It, has been charged and widely circulated that the 
legislature, in order to perpetuate their rule, had ptsi ■ 
ed a law prescribing the qualiScation of voters, by 
which it 1b aeclared ' that any one may vote who will 
trwear aUegianco to the fugltive-Flave law, the Kansas 
and Nebraitka bill, and pay one dollar.' Such is dd- 
olared to be the evidence of citixenship, sach the 
qubliQcatiou of voters. In reply to this, we say that 
no such law was ever passed by the legislature. The 
law prescribing the qnalie »itioa of voters expressly 
provides that, to entitle a person to vote, he must be 
twenty-one years of age, au actual inhabitant of this 
Territory, and of the county or district iU which be 
oSe J to vote, and shall hare paid a territorial tax. 
There is uo law requiring him to par a doilar-tax as 
a qualiScation to vote. He must pay a tax it is true, 
[and this is by no means an unusual requirement in 
the States ;] but whether this tax is levied on his per- 
sonal or real property^ bis money at inkarost, or is a 
poll-tax. makes no differeuce ; the payment of any 
territorial tax entitles the person to vote, provided 
be has the other qualiGcatlona provided by law. The 
act seems to b- carefully drawn with the'vie<r of ex- 
cluding all illegal and foreign votes. The voter must 
be an inhabitant of the Territory, and of the county 
or district in which he offers to vote, and he must 
have paid a territorial tax. The judges and clerks 
are required to be Rwom, and to keep duplicate poll- i 
oox«8 ; and ample prsvision is made for contesting 
<)iectioos, and purging the polh of all illegal votes. 



It Is dinifluU to see how n n>ore ffimnlml Ii\w cauXH In 
fk-niiud, f«ir tli« purpcyo i>[ protuDtlng thn puilty of 
iilu«tlons and tho snnotlty of Ihu liallol-tiD.x, Xho 
Inw does not riH{iilro tlio vot«r to nm-M to iiiiunort 
the fuiiitUu-Hlnvo law, or the Knnsos imd Nebr«nU4 
lilll, uiiltm ho U oliallDliged; in that itnnn, tuo is ra- 
qullrd to take an «)nith to sumjort ohoh of these lawi'. 
As to tlu) dollar law, [so c«ll«d,] It is ni(ir«ly« nolji. 
tax, and has no more connection with tho right ut 
nulfrngd thnii any other tax lo»l(«d by thn tnrrltorlal 
Ruthoilty, and is to ho paid whether tho party vot«(j 
or not. It is a more temporary mansMro, having no 
force beyond thin year, and wm rvsortiiil to an luuh 
to Bupply tho territorial treasury with the nncossary 
mcnnn to carry ou tho govornmcnt. 

" It hn« alno been charged agalniit tho Irglslature that 
thoy olqotod all of tho omcors of tho Territory for six 
yoi. «. This is without any foundation. Thiw oinoted 
no odlcor for nix years ; uud tho only civil olUcors 
thoy rofaiu tho olootion of, that occurs to us at pr<ti- 
ont, nro Ihd auditor and treasurer of state, aqd tho 
district ftttornoys, who htdd thoir oDlci's for four, ^nd 
not fiix yenrs. By tho organic act, the oommls»lons 
iniuod by tho governor to tho civil offlcennf tho Ter- 
ritory all expired on the odjournmont of tho loglsla- 
Inturo. To ptovont a ftiiluro In tho local ndminlstrsr 
tion, ana from nocosslty, tho loglslaturo mado a num- 
ber of tomporaiy appointments, such as probata 
judge, onrt two county coniuiiflBioners, and a sherilTof 
oaohcounty. Thoprobato Judge and county coinmls- 
Bioners constltnto xho tribunal for the transaction of 
county business, and aro invested with the power to 
appoint justices of tho peace, oonHtablep, county sur- 
veyor, recorder, and clerk, etc. Probate Judges, coun- 
ty commioaioners, shorllfs, flic, are all temporary ap- 
pointmunts, and nro made eleotivo by tho pooplo at 
tho first annual election laI86t. Tho legislature could 
not have avoided making some temporary appoint- 
ments. No election could have been held withont 
them. There wore no Judges, Justices of tho poaoo, or 
other offloorB to conduct an election of any kind, tiu- 
tll appointed by the legislature. It was the exerciso 
of a power which the first legislative assembly !n every 
Territory must, of necessity, exercise, in order to pni 
the local government in motion. We see nothing in 
this to justify revolution or a resort to force. Th* 
low for the protection of slave property has also heen 
much misunderstood. The right to pass such a law 
expressly atated by Governor Beoderin his inaugural 
message, in which he says : ' A territorial legislator* 
may undoubtedly act upon The question to a limited 
and partial extent, and may temporarily prohibit, tol- 
erate or regulate slavoi^ in tho Territory, and in an 
absolute or modified form, with all the force and ef- 
tect of any other legislative act, binding until repeal- 
ed by the same po^■'er that enacted it.' There is noth- 
ing lU the act itself, as has been charged, to praveut 
a free discussion of the subject of slavery. Its bear- 
??K en society, its morality or expediency, or whether 
It would be politic or impolitic to make this a slaye 
state, can bo discussed here as freely as in any 8t»t<> 
in this Union, without infringing any of the provis- 
ions of the hiw. To deny tho right of a person iTo hold 
slaves under the jaw in this Territory is made penal: 
but bevond this, there is no reatricUon to the discus- 
siou of the Slavery question, in aiiy aspect in which 
it is capable of being considered. We do not wish ta 
be understood as approving of all the laws passed hv 
the legislature ; on the contrary, we would state that 
there are some that wo do not appiove of; and which 
ire condtmned by public opinion here, and which will, 
M doubt, be repealed or modified at the meeting of the 
next legislature. But this is nothing more than what 
ftejnently occurs, both in the legislatloii of Congress 
ana of the various State legislatures. The remedv 
evils is to be found in public opinion, to 
which, pooner or later, in a government like ours, all 
laws must confonn." 

,A ^""."l^-ys Governor Reeder dissolved 
his official relations with the legislature, on ao- 
connt of the removal of the seat of govemtoent, 
and while that bodv vras still in Session, a meefi- 
mg was called by ^' many voters," to assemble 
at lidwrence on tlie 14th or 15tb of August, 1855, 
"to take into consideration the propriety of 
callmg^ a Territorial convention, preliminary to 
the formation of a State government, and other 
Bubjects ofpabKo interest." At that meetin* 
* , pr^amblcr and resolutions weiS 

adopted with but one dissenting voice : 
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" Whoroiw tlio iii'oplu of Kttr.n.ts Territory finyn 

}i«(ini<inAOitit fioUlouii'nt, nrift in(iw.»<Oi without any 
M«-niftklng jjownr: ttx-i'i fora. 

" ttn it renohfil, thnt wo, tlio pnpln of Kaiiiinii Tor- 
tUory, In «n«iiH liicotliiK i»dNt>nil>K«*, irr«i)|i«otivoo( p»r- 
ij (tlKtlilutloiiu, liilluuuQcil by n «oininnii nooonnlty, iitid 
Krontli' cItiHiruu* oC promoting thu coiuiuou ({onil, do 
u«rut)y oull upon rwi"wt lioiMfitItt uUisiohh of 
KikiiiA* Torrllory, orwlmt«vi'rpolltloiil vIowh anil pi(i(1i< 
^•otlonn, (ocoiikuit togotlii'rln tluiIrriiBpuctlvuoluatlon 
(llatrlo (M. nnil in ninia uonvuntlon or othortvlfio, oinct 
tliroo (lolfl|(nt«B for <>i\cli ropronontntivo of ttia li'glMa- 
Uvo uRnaiiiMy, liy nroolnnmtlon of Oovnrnor RvaOor 
of (Into lOtU Mnroii, INSO; inid (loleKAtm to nmioinlilo 
In oonvonlioit At Uiu town of Topvkn, on tho lOtli ilny 
of Suptomliur, .tHr<C, tlii'n iknit ttivro to ooniililnr nod do- 
tflmilno Upon nU niiliJmtH of pulillo intorQit, and pnr- 
tf.cutnrly upon tliat liaving rofiTonoo totlio »pn)dy 
formation of a Htntn oonntltutlon, with an intoiition 
of nn immndinto npplicntion to lio ndnilitod nii a Stnto 
into tho Union of tVtu Unltoa Stntcnr'f America." 

lluB nioofitijf, BO for as your oommittco havo 
boon ublo to ivHoortnin wan t!io flret ntop in tlint 
Bcriiitt of proooodlnfffl which rosultdd in tho 
fidoption of a ooiintitiition nnd Sttito govoni- 
mont, to 1)0 put in openitlon on tho -Ith of tho 
proflcnt month, in HUbvcreion of tho Torritorinl 
ffovommont CBtabliehod under the authority of 
UongroHB. Tho right to sot up tho Stoto cov- 
cmmcnt in delianco of tho conHtitutcd authori- 
ticB of tho Territory, ifl baaed on tho nsHumption 
" that the people of KonanB Territory havo boon 
oinco its Bottlemcnt, and now are, without nny 
law- ninklug po>vor ;" in tho face of tho well • 
kuown fact, thot tho Territoriol Icgialoture 
were then in seBsion, in pursuonoe of tho procla- 
mation of Governor Roedur, nnd tho organic law 
oi the Territory. On the 5th of September, a 
"Territorinl delegate convention" ttpsenmbled at 
tho Big Springs '"to tnko into consideration the 
present exigencies of political ofFaira," at which, 
among others, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

"Resolved, That this Convention, In viev of Us 
leccnt repudiation of the acta of the so-called Kaunas 
le^alatire assembly, rospond most heartily to the 
call made by tbo people 'n convention of the 14th 
ultimo, for a delegate convention of the people of 
Kacsas, to bo held at Topeka, on the 19th instant, to 
consider the propriety of the formation of a State 
Constitution, and snch matters as may legitimately 
come before it, 

" Resolved, That we owe no allegiance or obedience 
to the tyrannical ensctmenti of this spurious legis- 
lature ; that their laws have no valUity or binding 
force upoQ the people of Kansae; and that every free- 
man among ns is at fall liberty, consistently with his 
obligations as a citizen and a man, to defy and resist 
them if be chonse so to do. 

"Reaolvbd, That we wilt endure and submit to these 
laws no longer than the best interests of the Territory 
rc<iciro, as the Irast of two evils, and will resist them 
to a bloody issne as soon as we ascertain that peace- 
able remedies shall fail, and forcible resistance shall 
famish any reasonable prospect of success ; and that 
in the mean tioie tve recommend to onr friends 
throogout the Territory, the organization and disci- 
pline of volunteer companies, and the procurement 
and preparation of arms." 

With the view to a distinct nnderstanding of 
the meaning of so mnch of this resolution as 
relates to the " organization and discipline of 
volunteer companies, and the procnrement and 
preparation of arms," it maj be necessary to 
Btate, thot there was at that tunc existing in the 
Territory a secret military organization, which 
iiad been formed for political objects prior to 
the alleged invasion, at the election on the 30th 
of Mar«b, and whicn held its first " Grand En- 
campment ot Lawrence, February 8th, 1855." 
"your Committee have been put in possession of 
A small printed pamphlet, containing (bo " con- 
etitntion and ritual of tbo grand encampment 
and regiments of the Kansas legion of Kansas 
Territory, adopted April 4th, 1855," which, dur- 
ing the recent distorbances in that Temtory, 



yrm taken on Iho poniou of ono Ooorgo F. War- 
nin, wiio altoniptcd l<i (lonoonl and (Icniroy (ho 
Hnnui by tln'uhtln|!( it into liln mouth, and biting 
and eliiiwlufj- It. Although iiouicwhat mii(ilat<i(l 
by tlu) " tooili printii " itboani intnrnul ovidenoo 
of being a gnnuino doountout, autlu ntloalcd by 
tbo original nignaturoii of " (1. W. nutchiniion. 
griijjd gdni^rnl." and "J. K. Ooodtvin, grand 
riuiirt(;nnant()r." On the laiit inigo wan a cluirtor 
of tho KaniiftH logion, nutlun-ijiing (ho naid 
Gcorgo F. Wanon, tVom wJiono nu>utli Iho dociu- 
nicnt wan tiikon, to form a new rcjginiont, m 
followB : 

" Charter >if the Kansas Legion, 

*<Unitmd BTAvsn or AtianioA, > 
Territory qf Kanias. \ 

"Know nil men by those prosonts, that wii, tho 
Grand ICncarapmont of tho Kupxas Legion of Knnnaa 
Territory, have crrutod, charlorod, and empoworod, 
nnd by tfioio presents dooruato, charter, nnd orapowor 
Qourgo It. Warren to bo regiment 

, No. , of tho Knoans toglon ; nnd, aH nuch, 

they are horoby iavosted with nil nnd singular tho 
autuority and privileges with which each and every 
regiment is lnv«liiod, working under a charter from 
tho Orand Hocampmont. 

"In witness whereof, we havo hereunto sot onr 
hands, this sixteenth di*y of August, ono thousand 
eight hundred and flfty-Uvo. 

»G. W. HDTOaiNSON, 

Orand Oeneral. 
"J. IC GOODWIN, 

Grand Quartermaster." 

Tho constitution consista of six articles, regu- 
lating tho organization of " Grand Encomp- 
ment," which la " composed of representatives 
elected from eoch subordinate regiment existing 
in tho Territory, as hereafter provided. The 
officers of the Grand Encampment shall consist 
of a Grand Genera!, Grand Vice-General, Grand 
Quarternuiater, Grand Paymaster, Grand Aid, 
two Grand Sentinels, and Grand Chaplain, 

"The Grand Encampment shall make all nomina- 
tions for Territorial oiScers at largo, and immediately 
after such nominations shall have been made, the 
Grand Oeneral Hhall communicate the result to every 
regiment in the Territory." 

The officers of the "Grand Encampment" 
are. Grand General Kev. G. W. Hutchinson, 
Lawrence, K. T. 

Grand Vice-General, C. K. Holliday, Topeka, 
K. T. 

Grand Quartermaster, J. K. Goodwin, Law- 
rence, K. T. 

Grand Paymaster, Charles Leib, M. D., Lea- 
venworth city, K, T. 

By "the constitution of the subordinate en- 
campment," " the officers of each subordinate 
regiment shall consist of a colonel, a lieutenant- 
colonel, a quartermaster, aid, and 'wo sentinels. 
Hie regiment located in each and every election 
district, shall make nominations for all candi- 
dates for offices in tbcir respective districts; 
but where there shall be two or more regiments 
in any one election district, of whatever kind, 
these nominations shall be made by delegates 
from the respective enoampmeats within said 
district." 

The " rituol" contianea the order of business 
and modes of proceeding in tho subordinate 
encampment, under the following heads : 

Ist. Beading the minutes by the quarter- 
master. 

2d. Proposals for new recruits. 
3d. Voting for same. 
4th. Itiitiation of recruits. 
5th, Reporta of committees. 
6tfa. UnSniehed business appearing on the 
minutes. 
7th. MisceUaneons baBmeBa^ 
8th. A^liotinunent 



THH KANSAS-NIOB 

Tho " oiKuiiiif^ onriiiuoiiy" of tho iiiitxinliimto 
nno(iin)iin<'utii in im folloiVM: 

" Thn (iiiliiiiol, )ltiu(<tniiiit-uolonol, riunrtfiimiiAtor, 
imynimntor, niil, niul ni'iiiliiiiln, ItoIiiK In tlxilr runpor.- 
tivii iilncii*. tlio ri'Klnioiil. Nliall bu otillod and tliim 
Kddrumiad by tiai colonoi : 

" Ciilimrl. KoUdw-ioIdlorn in tb« Fn'ii-Htftto arinT: 
Thn hiiiir hnnnrrlvod whni wo luiint roniiino Hid diitin* 
dovolv*iipr iijion im. Lot iin (mnh, Willi a hriirt d(i< 
vot«d III Jiintico. pittriolinm. and llbort^, nttond olnno- 
ly to all tho roguIatidiiH Inid down lor our Kuvnni- 
niotit and notion ; onclt Inborlnif to maUo ttiln mvlow 
pluncniit and prolUnblo to our.'iiilvun, and ibloanlng to 
our ot^untry . Aid, ivvo tho uuiittnolii at tliulc (lOitt, with 
cloHvd doord i 

"Aid. Thoy (iro. 

" (JolimH. Aid, yovi will now rcvlow the troopn In 
tho reKimont'n pnpH-v.'otdii. 

"Aid. (Altnr oxnniinntlon.) I have oxamlued 
thorn poriionally, and lind onoh correct. 

" Ouionct. 1 {irouounco this roglinont orrayod and 
rendy for Horvlco." 

Thou follown the procoas of initidting now I'o- 
oniltH, who lire proporly vouched for uy inoni- 
bors of tho order, tho proliniinnry oljligntioJiH to 
obflorvo Hcorocy, tlio CQtcchiBm to wliioh tho 
oandiddto in Hiibjected, (ind tlio oxpIaiiiitjoiiB of 
tho coloiiol in rcHjpoqtto tho objects of tUo ordor, 
whioh uru thus Htutcd: 

" Firit, to Rocuro to Kannaa tho blcsning and pros- 
perity of heing a frve State ; and, nccoudly, to protect 
the bullot-box from tho lbpbous tocou ov vnfbinoi- 

rilBD MBN." 

These and all other quoBtiona being Batiafnc- 
torily answered, the final oath is thus adniinis- 
torod : 

"With thene oxplAnatlons upon onr part, we shall 
ask of you that you talce with us an obligation placing 
yoatBolf In the some attitude as before. 

" OBLIGATION. 

" I, in tho most solemn manner, here 

in the presence of Heaven and these witnesses, bind 
myself that I wiU never reveal, noi: caune to be re- 
vealed, either by word. loolc, or sign, by writing, print- 
ing, engraving, painting, or in any manner whatso- 
ever, an\ thing peitainiog to this institntion, save to 
persons dulv qualified to receive the same, I will 
never reveal the nature of the organization, the 
placo of meeting, the fact that any person is a mem- 
her of the same, or even the existence of the organi- 
isation,' except to persons legally qualiflcd to receive 
the same. Should I at any time withdraw, or be sus- 
pended or expelled from this organization, I will keep 
this obligation to the end.of life. If any books, pa- 
pers, or monnys belonging to this organization be in- 
^sted to my care or keeping, I will faithfully and 
completely deliver up the same to my successor in 
office, or any one legally authorized lo receive them. 
I will never knovSngly propose a person for member- 
ship in this orde? who is not m favor of making 
Kansas a free Siafe, and whom I feel latisaed will 
exert bis entire influence to bring about this result. 
J. will' support, maintain, and abide by any honorable 
movement maile by the organization to secure this 
great end, wlicJi will not conflict with the laws of 
the country and the Constitution of the United States. 
I will unflinchingly vote forand support the candidates 
nominated by this organization in preference to any 
and all others. . 

" To all of this obligation I do most solemnly pro- 
mise and sfiSrm, binding myself under the penalty of 
being expelled from this organization, of having my 
name published to the several Territorial encamp- 
ments as a perjurer before Beavea, and a traitor to 
my country, of passing through life scorned and re- 
Tiled by man. frowned on by devils, forsaken by 
angels, and abandoned by God." 

Tho " closing ceremony" is as follows : 

" Colonel. Fellow^soldiers ; I trust this review has 
been both plexaant and profltable to We met aa 
friends ; let us 'i;ait as brpthors, reqiemburiDg that we 
geek no wrong to any ; and oar bond of union in 
battling for the right mast tend to make us better 
Ben. better neighbors, and better citizens. We thank 
you for your kindttesa and fttteutiun, and invite you 
nil to be present At bur nest review, to be holdon at 
on— —next, at— —o'clock p; Sonti- 
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nnis, you will opini tho donr^. timt our tohlhxt Buy 
retire iilvnRuntly and ill unlor. 

Your cominJItoo Imvo deoiniMl It iinpovlnni: to 
give thin outline of the " oonHtitutioil luid rltunl 
ol the grand eneiuupnioit and rogintentii of tho 
ICaiiimii higloii," an eocidituting the Hoerot or- 
gaiii/.utioii. politiotil and iiiilitar^, in obodieueo 
to whieh the publie deuionHtratiouii hrivo been 
made to Hiihvert the authority of the Territorial 
goveruiiieut oatablinhod hy CongnuiH, by netting 
up a 81 lite govc^rninijnl, eilluir willi or without 
the UHHont of Coiigr»iBn, an eireuinHtiineoH Hhould 
detennitio. TJie eiidurtiemeiit of tlitfi iniliUiry 
orguiiizdtioH, and the reeuiuuuiiidatiou by the 
Uig Hpringit eonvcution for " tho proeurt inont 
and prepurntiou of nrinn," aceoinpaniod with 
tho diHtmet deelaration that " we will rosiot 
them [the lawH ciiaeted by the KanHan legiii^Ia- 
turo] to a bloody isHuo, an boom an wo nfreertftin 
that pcdoeable remodi(!H bIkiU fail, and forcible 
rcBiHtance ehall furninh any reaaonable proa- 
peet of HuecoBH," would aeeiri to admit of no 
other interpretation than tl.at, in tho event that 
tho coiu-tH of juHtio * shall auBtaiu tho validity 
of thoao laws, and CongroBS Bhall refuao to od- 
mit KanRna aH a State with tho conatitution to 
be fonned at Topeka, thoy will set up an inde- 
pendent government in defiance of tlio federal 
authority. 

The same purpoBo is clearly indicotod by the 
other prococdiugs of this convention, in whioh 
it i8 declared that " we with acorn repudiate) 
tho election-law, so called," and nominate Qov- 
ernor Rocder for Congreaa, to bo voted for on a 
diflfercnt day from that authorized by law, at 
an election to bo held by judges and clerkd not 
appciinted in pursuance of any legal authority, 
and not to be Bwom by any person authorized 
by law to administer oatha ; and tho returns to 
be made, and result proclaimed, and certificate , 
granted, in a mode and by persons not permitted 
to perform these acts by any law, in or oat of the 
Territory. 

In accepting the ftomiQation, Governor Rcoder 
addressed the convention as follows ; and, among 
other things, said : 

" In giving him this nomination in this manner, 
they had strengthened his arms to d6 their work, and, 
in retnrc, be would now pledge to them a steady, nn< 
flinching pertinacity of purpose, never-tiring industry, 
dogged perseverance, and, in all the abilities wiui 
which God had endowed him, to tho righting dif their 
wrongs, and the final triumph of their cause. He 
beliuved, from the circumstances which bad for the last 
eight months surrounded him, and which had. at the 
same timi;, placed in his possession many facts, and 
bound him, neart and soul, to the oppressed voteirs of 
Kansas, that he could do much towarda obtaiiiing a 
redrens of their grievances. 

" Be said that, day by day a crisis was coming apod 
US ; that, in after-times, this would be to posterity a 
turning-point, a marked period, as are to us the open- 
ing of the Bevolution, the adopilcn of the Declaration 
of Independence, and the era of the ' alien and sedi- 
tion laws ; that we should take each carefully, so that 
each be a step of progress, itnd so that no violencobo 
done to the tie which binds the American people to* 
gether. He alluded tt; the unprecedented tyrAiiiiy 
under which >?e are and have been; and said that, if 
anyone supposed that institutions were to be im- 
posed by force upon a free and enlightened people, 
they never knew, or had forgotten, the history of our 
fathers. American citizens bear in their brea)its too 
much of the spirit of other and trying days, and'have 
lived too long amid the blessings of liberty, to snb- 
rait to oppreasion from any . quarter-: and . the man, 
who having once been free, cpuld tamely sabmit to 
tyranny, was fit to be a Slave. : 

" He urged the Free-State men of Kansas to forgot 
all minor issues, and pursue determinedly the one 
great ubjrct, never swerving, but steadi^ pressing on, 
SB did the wise men who followed tbe star to th« 
manger,' looking back oiAy for fresh encourageiQeRt* 
He cunneeledtbatpeaosful resistance' be made to tho 
tyrf nnioaland tinjnit lAwa of tbe Bjtqrioiui .legislattttes 
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il-SS ftp^oala to th&coutfc;, io iUo tallot-tox. ana: to , 
flon^rosEt l<o raado fur roliof from tliiii oppvcnoivo load; 
•IhaE violence nhould bo doprccatod an iongao aeinglo 
I?op3 of poncidlilo rctlront) r<!saaincd.;bu4 tf, at,la^t,all 
■Jibcoo BhonlJ (t\il— If, 5a tho proper tribunalo, tliero in 
no hopo for.our.^carcairigMo/outoagud and prpfansd 
— if .v.'b aro still to outiuii', tijftt corrupt snon may reap 
litiirsrcota watorod % our t'ctira— then tlioro in one 
more clianco for jaotinp., (Sod haa pvovldcd, io tho 
ctartiil fratQO of thioctv, rcdrosa for ovory . wrong ; oud 
thcro rcmoJua to uh otiUtho ctGady oyo tsnd tho ntrong 
RFC4, end t?o, Jnuat oonquor, or minslo tho hodjoq of 
thw 0{!,nreGf pro with thoao of tho oppronaed upon tho 
coiJ xvhicli tho Doclarntion of ItidepcudbnoQ no loDcbr 
protein, tint ho was not at all approhotioivo that 
ouch a'crlGia would ovor arrive. Ho boUovcd that juG- 
tico teisbt ba found far slicrt of oo dteaOful an ox- 
tfelnity ; nnd. ovon ohould on cpponl to anaa cotno, it 
was hia opiaion, that if wo aro well prepared j that nao- 
Goat tho -victoiy is ^ai" : , . , ■ . 

-/.in pursuanoo of ibe rccommondatiou of tho 
mass meeting held ct Lawrenco on tho 14th of 
Awsust j and endorsed by tho convention held ai 
tho Big Springa pn the 5th and 6th of September, 
a convention was held at Topeka on tho 19th 
and 2Cfh of September, at which it was deter- 
mined to hold another convention at tho camo 
place on ^he fonrth Tuesday of October, for the 
purpose of forming a constitution and State 
[joveramenti and to this end such procc'edingB 
were had as were deemed necessary for civing 
tho notices, conducting tho election of dele- 
gatea, making the retumsi an^d esseinbling the 
convention. With regard to thcregularity of 
these proceedings, j^our committee see no pe- 
eesoity for further criticism than is to bo found 
in the facii that it was the movement of a politi- 
cal party instead of the whole body of the peo- 
ple of Kanaas, conducted without the sanction 
of law, and in defiance, of the constituted au- 
thorities, for the avowed purpose of overthroTV- 
ing tho terxitorial government established by 
' Congress. 

TJie constitutional convention met at Topeka 
on the fourth Tuesday of October, and organized 
by electing Col. J. H. Lano president, who, in 
returning his acknowledgments for tbe honor, 
repudiated the validity of the territorial legisla- 
turo cud its acta in these words : 

Gontlomon of, tho convention : For tlio pjDitlon 
fisaigned mo, accept tay thanlsx;. "Son. havo rr.it, gon> 
tlemoa, on n» ordinary occasion, to aceonjpliah no 
orainary purnooo. You aro tho firot Ivffal lOpresenta- 
tivca tho wal aettlera of jSnnsao have cor had. You 
cozapsiEft tho firot leEally-oleotod roprcooatativo body 
over, cnaocjbled »a tho Torritoiy," etc. 

"Prida-j, October 23.— Mr. I3mlth offered tho fol- 
lowing tcoolatioo, inatructing tho standing commit- 
tcos:, 

V Rccolzi^r !£hai tho variotio committooa of thio 
convention be, and thoy aro hereby, inotruotod to 
fomo their work, having; in Triowan immcdiato or- 
(janiaatioa of a Etato fjov&nsniont." 

October 20.— In tho evoninfr cecaloB tho dohateo 
ran high, qpon EJr. Gmlth'a roEolution in roferenco to 
£sa Humedtnte Stcto oiganisatioa. I'ha njiovor of tho 
recnlution was in favor of electing Sfat o o£3corQ at 
ORCO. H'j would cdvico no hesitation., hn would pre- 
Goat s fcold-froni, and waver npt at olz, The If orritoiy 
wa£5 without lana ; lifo anil property, VTorb nnprotpotca. 
'i!!io forritoriaV covorntacnt had broUen down. Ho 
woiiM not Icavo ifc an hbnr for tho action of OongrcBo 
aiton £3 application, for et!n3i385oa, bafc would cot up 
fin icdcnaHdoafe £(>rin of 2;'''°^^*°2'*^*>" 

Ilr. Emory cnid; .■ , - ■ 

■ "IToiV, Mr. Ghaii'tairj, iihti doca tliio gccoluiiota 
dsaloiaplatfr? "WhiE iCpiJopoija t'o doao ? It CrsS 
projwioo to EU|i3rcc;2othe|)i'csoat wc-aUond iaofTiclant 
toir«toriBl governtaent,' cad hoSco is cauneiatsa tho 
rEtasineatai idea of^Vno coGatitu'tioaal tnovoinent. 
As'^iC <36ca mors; Kt^pMpoiau to provo into o facS; tho 
Icitlbg £c2ca 0? tb.o ITifllsi-aUoii of ludepondoiico. tho 
litchc^'i immc^a atilltonty iti Amtif.'CaQ politSc'3, ivblcli 
Ja tSiQ : wuiiiovcr cay fate hi- g'ovdruiiioat bioaaco 
<CC:;lsaoEivc of iho oa£i3 fur W&iCU it t/au iott!cu£it3, ii 



inatituio si now govcrnmont. It prapoann to foieo 
thoortoo of huma^i rlghta into facte, to prnctically ap- 
ply thin groat priticiplo to tho wants and tho oeccDuI- 
tioa of tho down'trofldon pcoplo of KhhuaE. I do tiot 
quoHlion thio.riftht of tlio paoplo, and ctrtainly no* 
gentleman oh thio flodrwill diuagi'od with ino. If ho 
does, ho occnpioa a moat estraordinnry poaltlon, aiSd 
donaiatcnoy would Buggcnttlmt ho withdraw from thin 
body. No, when wo eay that wo will taUo mcacmroa t6 
ouporcodo and fonder nnnocensary that thi7}[;. now ox- 
tended ovorua called a torritorial govojwnont-— when 
wo Bay and maintain that we have a right guaranteed 
by tho Oonotnution, to bavo o form of goVCrnffiioat 
rtctlng on our own consent and frco wiUi v/o are only 
doing what, ao American citlscno, wo havo a right to 
do ; wo only propose to carry out tho doctrine, much 
abuaed and groBoly ruisreprcaentcil ao it ban boon-*-! 
moan thodootrinoofGqnatlosEovorelgnty.nndoif Which 
we aro asaemblod here to-day, and in purounnoo of tho 
nvinoiplca of which wo hope to ostricato oursolrea 
from onr prosoat unhappy condition." 

It is but just to state, that in another part of 
this same speech, Mr. Emery declared himself 
opposed to an immediate election " under the 
new constitution, and cn immediate session of 
the general assembly, when all the v/hoels of 
State government shall bo put in motion, irro-; 
spective of the action Of Congress, upon due ap« 
plication for admission. Mr. E. presented hid 
objections to tho position of Mr. Smith, and 
maintained the views above indicated. Ho 
contended that, inasmuch as iho Territorial form 
of government was recogni'/ed by the Supremo 
Court of tho United States, and hence a legal 
form of government, no other government could 
bo substituted so long aothnt was in esisteneo, 
without risking the most serious consequences, 
to say the least." 

In reply to the advocates of immediate Siato 
organization, Mr. Beiahay, of Leavenworth, 
suid : 

" trader tho deflned rlghto of Bqtjattor GOVOTofgnty, 
as enunciated by tho KanaaB-NebniBlia act. it Boeina 
reasonable that the peopld havo the right to tato upon 
thomoelvea tho bardono of a gdvprnniont , but I qiioB- 
tion tho right of tho people of Kanass to orgaaisioa 
now govornniont if its anthoiity iri to come in conflict 
with that of tho government created by Congress). 
Tho gentlbffi(an froia Xawrooco [Oolonoi I<ane] hao 
assumed no a fandamental position, in ndVosating an 
iminaaiato Stato organization, tSat npither gcvorn- 
m-nfc nor local law osifsta ia thio ^Territory. Sir, 
I Diuot dioacnt from that potitlon. I deny, Mr. 
Chairman, that a Territorial government can bp 1&- 
gally nbolichod by ths elootJOn of another govvrii- 
moni. 1 hold, on the contrary, Md I thinlc that my 
poaition would ho oapported by bm^'higheGi legal atii 
thoritica, that tho power of a Torritorial governmant 
ceacos only bv tho onactmoiit of tho body which crea- 
ted it; in other wordG, that thp govornraont nufi 
iav/h of KanDsSn can bo aboliBhed by OongroHG alone, 

arb bayond tho roach of thia 'i'ai'ritoryj 
other powor. I do not protoad to deny that, ae all civil 
powe? fo derived from tho people, tho:^ havo the moral 
right to ahollah tinjust laws, or ts^ overthrow obnosiono 
govommeatD by foroo; but I do qUsation tho espadi- 
Oiicy of effecting a reform in Knnoaa hy any ovort ac6 
of roballion. TSot I must confeaB, Bir. Chairman, 
while I caot not 4ho ahadow of onspicion oa the mtf* 
tivoa of tho advocatoo of this xSaoaouco, that tiora tho 
point of view from, which I regard thio qtiention, ifi 
nppeo'o to mo to bo an act of robollioii." 

Your coramittoo havo made these voluminouj) 
cstracto from the best authenticated reports 
which thoy havo been able to obtain os the 
pvoceedingo of the convention, for tho purpooo 
of shovdns that it was distinctly understood on 
all sides that tho adoption of tbe proposition for 
orgnniaiagthc State government, before tho as- 
eonfc of Congrens for tho admiasioa of tho State 
shotild bo oDtaiaed, wao a dccioios in favor of 
ropndiating tho la^ro, and ovcrlbrowing the Ter- 
ritorial govcrnmont in defiance of the authority 
of Cohfiress. .By thio docioios? , aa Inobrpoi-ated 
into tho'cchodule to tho constitution, tbe, votq on 
tho ratification to tho cocbtstntion was io be holrl 
on tlio i5th of Deoembo?, 1855, and tho olection 
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fov all State officcvB on the llnrd TUesday of Jqht 
■adij, 1856. Tho third uecrion of tUe'scho'clalo iO 

■ "5.'li'o fonoral assoinbly nhaU moot on tlio i 4th 
day Miirch, A. 1). 1850, at tho city of 'JopoUaj as 
32 xn., fit, which titno'nnd place tho covcraor. IJoutoH' 
ani-Rovomor, ntcrotary of otnto, judgeo of oupromo 
cocirj, trenouror. auditor, otato priator, reportpr, 
anil clorU of ounrcmo court, and attorney-genora!, Dbals 
nppoar, taUo tlio oath of oGlco, find ontor upon tho 
aiachiirgo of tho duHca o? thoii?> rcnpccti*6 oflloou nn- 
dor thio conatitutiouj onrt ohall continue in offlcoid 
tho oatao maunof, and (luring, tho naind poriodc thoy 
wouH havo dono had thav boon olootod on tho first 
Iilonclay in Augaat, A. D. 1SC3." , 

Tlie elections foivoJl thesa oSicisya vrofo Md 
at the time apeoifled ; and on tho fourth ddiy of 
tho present month, the new gbyerhmerit >vas_t(> 
have heen put in oporatiou, in; cohiliot with 
the Tereitonul government catabliahod by Oon- 
gie£53, <ind fof the avo-vred purpooe of suhvertinff 
aad overthrowing the same j without reference 
io tho actiou of Congress upon their applictt^ 
"-.ion for admission into tho Unioni. • . _ 

"iour committee not aware 6( toy ca&e m 
iho history of our ' wn country, which can ha 
foirly cited aa an example, much ieea a justifica- 
tion, for theao extrnorditiary procoedinga. Cases 
have occurred in v7hich the inhabitants of par- 
ticulnr Territories have been permitted to ttirrii 
coiistitutions, and take the initiatory steps for tho 
Orgiinizatiott of State goverimlentB, preparatoi'y 
to their admisBion into the Union, -vyithqut ob- 
taining tho previous dssout of Congress ; but 

ir? EVERT INSTA'tlCE THE PUOCEEDIHQ HA3 
ORIGINATED WITH, AND BEEN CONDUCTED IK 
BUBOIIDINATION TO, THE AUTHOIUTY OF THE LO- 
CAL GOVERNMENTS ESTABLISHED Oil KECOG- 
KIZED BY THE GOVEllNMENT OP THE UNWED 

States, Michigan, Arkansas, Florida, arid Cali- 
fornia, are eowetimes cited as cases in point. 
Michigan was erected into a Territory in pur- 
euance of the ordinance of the J3th of July, 1787 , 
as recognized and carried into eflfoct by acts of 
Coiigreas auhocquent to the adoption of the 
Federal Constitution. In that ordmaiice it Was 
provided that the Territory north%vest of the 
Ohio rivet should bo divided into not less than 
three nor more than five States ; " and, vrhen- 
ever any of said States shall havo sixty thou- 
sand free inhabitants therein, such State shall . 
be admitted, by its delegates, into theCongreco 
of the United States on an equal footing v/ith 
the original Stated in ell respects Whatever, 
and shall ho at liberty to form a permanent con- 
stitution and State government," ; . . 

In puraiianeo of this nrovision of then' organic 
law, the legislature of the Tenitory of Michigan 
liassed an net providing for a convention of the 
people to form a coKstitution and State goyera- 
ment, which was accordingly done in obedience 
to tho loiws and conatituteil authorities of the 
Territory. The legislature of the TorritoiY of 
Arkansas, haying ascertained by a cc-iisus that 
the Territory contained about fifty-one thousand 
eight hundred inhabitants, at & time when the 
ratio of representation in Congress a^varded oao 
representative to each forty-seven Ihousand 
seven hundred inhabitants, passed en cat au- 
thorizing the peojilo to form o conststutioh aid 
Mk for admission into the Onion, aa thoy oup- 
Jioaed they had .«i right to do undOf the treaty 
acquiring the Tem>'ory' from France, whisih 
gUurcntied their admufjion as • cooa ca inay bo 
consistent v^ith Jhe Federal Conotittttion.' ■ Uppn 
thi3 point your coaimitteo adopt the- legal •-opia» 
jonof thb Attoi-noy-Greaeral of the United Sttecs, 
(B. P; Butler,) as eiipfco-jbd in tho follOvTiagier:' 
trcct: : . \ . ■ '■"■^ •-■ ■ 

But i am nptpteEim'c4't'o ciy.tiiafiaU pTOcooiiiusa 
on thin nubject, on tho part of thu cllicoaa of Arliaii'' 
iidS, t?iU ha' iWegoL ■ 'i'tioy, uii'JouaiiaiUyjriosnoaa tho 



brdlnQTjr priviloGisa ■ <^^<^ Smiuauiifcii' of citicnuo o* i'.iy 
¥nitoi5 State:'.' Aejoe^* Owse, Js tho rj,^5it to rtniomt;V:i 
end to petition tho Govorampntifoi' tho v-"drcsri. oC, 
CrIbvancoH ; in tlio.O-oroioo of tijio sl<;l--t, iho inhsl)i,>' 
?iat6 of Arkivticris May poact'sbly xneot tojijthorpSrs 
IwimGry ndconaWietf, or in convontions ohoDon by pucsj 
ctloomblioa. fo? tho i)^rp030 of potStioniuc Cor>Bn,;!:ii ,t<5> 
fc&rogato t5io a'tvn'lioticii govemmont, ncd toi iUSirtii 
tbom intd tho TSaion aa an' inuOpondenll Stato. ' 'Siiii 
particular foita whioh.thoy may glvo fo thdr poSitioa 
cannot bo saatorial, tlo lonjj ca tjioy conQno tlatniSoiTca 
to tho moroxiuht of pptltioui3£r. and pondast.aU tho?? 
proceedings in Q poacoablo snat' nor^ And nii th o'povror os 
CongrooB over thO \7hol6 rinbjcdt io plenary and iinlics- 
itcd,tliey ii'aydccoptaijy cbfastitution'.howovorfroinodi 
which in ibsip jrtdgcaont iirioto tho donco of tho jjbo- 
plbto bo affected toy it. ■ If, tbotoforo, tho cltiiieiis Ox 
Arlcanaan thiulc prOpcir to accompany their poiitioa 
vJitU Q written oofintitation, framed and Ofsrosd on! by 



thoir primary Eocomblioirj or.by a convontion of flolc!" 
gated chosori by cucK Danomblies, I porooivo ho logcl 



objection to their power to do oo, nor to any nieasuri) 
vrhich may bo tuUon to collect tho aanso of tho jjeopli 
lafeapocttloiiC; proVidGd, olwiyi}, that nubh mcaiijiiren 
bo commeKcbJ Und ptoiieeatiiii In <v pocccaVlo niaaacr'; 
inDtriotcabordinntlDn to tho osiotiog 'Forri.iOJiaJ gOv- 
etnmont, and in isntiro nxibSarvionoy to tho pov/Or oU 
Congrona to adopi, rejoot, or diDrccasd thom at t«05r 
pleaaure, ' , ' 

"It ia, howovdr, ■ysryjobvioniJ, that all mcaaurcD coa- 
trtenesdaad pro-iecKted with'a doslgn to Dubvrrt tho 
TorritoriaV govcrnirtoist, arid to eutaUllah aad Jiut' in 
forco in its place a new govoraiaont, nithoul thjO cDn« 
ijant of Congrooa, will bo unl&wful. 'i'hb lano oatab- 
lifihliig the Torritoria! govornmoRt Eiuot continue izl 
forco until abrorated by ConRrtaa ; ond, in tho sacan 
time, it T>ill bo tne cruly of tho govarnor, and of all i 
the Tcfritoriiil olucoro, na woll co of tho Prosideni, to 
taKe cafo that thby aro faithfully esecnted.^' 

On the 11th day of January, lS35), a corataiE- 
tee of the constitutional convention of FIoridQ 
addi'egsed a memorial fo Congress, in. which 
they state that, in 1837, the Territorial cpuncil 
passed a law Babnuttmg to the people tho t^nes- 
tion of "State" or "Territory," to bo deesdeC 
at the election' of delegates to Congress m: tho 
month of May of that year; that a decided ma- 
jority of the suffrages given at that electipa 
Was in fttvoi" of " State j" that the legislativb' 
council of 183S, in obedience to the eriprccsed 
wishes of the people, enacted o law anthori::- 
ing the holding of a convention to form and 
adopt a State constitution j that the ooavcii' 
tion iissembled on the 3d of Becember, 28S3, 
dnd coniiiiued i& session until the 12th of janffl- 
nry, 1839 : and that, on behalf of tho pcopla of 
Florida, they transmit the "constitution, o? 
form of government," and ask for admission into 
tho Union. It is also ntatcd in ;tho memorial 
that in -1838 a census ci tho Tcrr-itoiy "H-ao 
taken, in obedionijc to olaw pasEod by tho Ter- 
ritorial council, and that this csasUG, elthougJi 
taken during tho ravages of Indian hosti!itie2, 
when a largo portion: of the iiihabitcmts coald 
notbt) found at homo, shoxved an- ajjgrcRai6 
popiUatioii of forty-eight thousand ;tT70 hundred 
and twenty-three persons, Avhicls tho meraoriaH- 
ista insiated furnished oatisfactory acsuranoo of- 
a Bufficient population to eatitlo them to cdmia- 
ei6n,-. ticcotding . to tho treaty : acquiring tho 
pountry from Spaini and the then ratio of repre- 
sentation, which awarded a member of Con<*i:c;a 
to each 47,700 inhabitants. Congrsas failing to 
yield its assent to the adtoiasion of ' FloridG fc:: 




ieiiistirig goveramehg sjy putting into ^operavioti 
a- Staio governmeht.uritU the fepsssit oi yeusrer.o 
T/aobbtaine(liul845.' , - ^ . ■. 
Tho ciroimstanoeooGnnectcd witatflo ioroa- 
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our troopg, and tlie civU government administer- 
ed by theinilitary autnorities fender the war' 
power; Accordingto un offlcial communication 
of General PersiferF. Smith, acting governor of 
California, to a cpjnmittee cf citizens of San 
!K.*ancl8Cp, imder date 6j Mard^S?, 1849^ -vvitti: 
Jiolding iii3;,"recogmUon and concurrence" in 
their propooition to organize a legislative as- 
somttjyv and to appoint judgeo and other minis- 
teriftl ofBcera, ond-to ehact suitable lairs to es' 
tublish principles of: justice aiiid equity, and td 
give ]^rotectioii to life. Ii1?(srty, and property," it 
appears that the Preaidept of the United States 
(S&. Polls) and his cabinet ofiSciaUy promulga- 
ted the tbllowing opinions as , the decision of fno 
Executive on the points stated : • 
• 1st. That at the conclusion of the treaty with 
Mexico, on the 30tb <)f May, , 1848, the military 
Sgovernmeut existing in California was a gdvem- 
nieint de^acfo. 

2nd. That it, of neoeasity, continue until Con- 
gress provide another; because, if it cease, au- 
Qrclr7,mu8t ensues thua inferring that no power 
but Congress can establish any government. 
' It also appeura, from the- proclamation of 
General Riley, acung governor, to the people 
of California, dated , June 3d, 1849, that a gov- 
ernment <?e facto was constituted as foUows : 

"A brief suw.jnary or the organization of the present 
jtoverntnont may not bo anlnterestinjj. It consists — 
ITirst', of a governor appointed by the supreme govern- 
ment;, in default of such appointment, the oiHco is 
temporarily vested in the commanding military officer 
!bf tSedepariment. The powers and duilcsofthogoverr 
nor aro o£ a limited chardctbr, but fully defined and 
pointed out by the laws. Second, a eocretary, whose du ■ 
tWa and powers are also properly defined. Third, a terri- 
torial or departmental legislature, with limited powers 
to paes laws of a local character. Fourth, a superior 
ioart (tribunaS superior)' of the Territory, coosistibg 
of four jiidgea and a fiscal. iFifth, a prefect and su^ 
prefect, for each district, who 'aro charged' with tbe 
preservation of the public order and tbe execution of 
the laws ; their duties correspond, in a groat measure, 
Xilth tbose of diutrict marshals and nheritfs. Bixtb, a 
judge of first instance, for each district. This office is, 
by a custom, net inoonsistont with the laws^ vested 
in the first alcalde of the district. Seventh, al- 
caldes, who have concurrent Jurisdiction among thcm- 
colvca !u the eamo district, but aro subordinate to the 
higher judicial tribunals. Eighth, local justices of 
the peace. Ninth, ayuntamientos, or town councils. 
She powers' and functions of all these officers aro ful- 
ly defined in the laws of thp country, and aro almost 
iabntical with thoss of. the corresponding officers in 
tho Atlantic and Vfestcrn States." 

' On the 3d of 4pril. 1849, President Taylor ap- 
pointed Thomas IJutler King agent, for the pur- 
pose of CQdveying important inBtructions to our 
military and naval commanders who were in- 
trusted with the administration of the civil gov- 
ernment de facto in Califomio, and to moke 
known to the people his opinions and wishes in 
recpeot to the formation of a constitution and 
State government preparatory to Ihoir admis- 
Bion into the Union. What these opinions and 
wishes were, . are distinctly stated by the Presi- 
dent in the following extract from his special 
message to Congress on the 23d of January, 
1850: . ■ - ^ 

"I'did'nothealtato tookpreso'to thopeopio of those 
Tosrrltorica my desire that Cuch Territory nbonld, if 
prepared tO' comply with the requisitions of the Oon- 
otttution of the (Tnitcd States, forra a p)«^u of a State 
Gonatitutiob, aiid submit the eamo to Cong'rccs, with 
{V prayer for admissioit into the Union ro & Stats; but 
I did not ontioipato, auggost, or authorize the OBfab- 
Ushmont of , any such goTerDmont. withcat the assent 
of CohgrcES ; nor did I authorise any govornmont- 
ogoat or olScer to interfere with, or exercise any in- 
fluenco or control over the election of delegates, or 
pver eny conventitSn, in making or modifying their 
doimieticinstitatlonai'vjr aoy of the provtsinna of their 
propoDodOonstitistioB,^ On the eontrary.tho infltruci 
|ioa3 by roy ordcia wojo, that tdl measuiea of dojoostio 
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policy, udoptcd by the poVplo of Oalifornla,,mac& 
originate solely with themflclvos ; that, while tbp 
Executive of the Uni .ed Stotes was desirous to protect 
them in the formation of any government republican 
iU'ita 'character, to bo, at the proper time, submitted 
to OoDgresB, yet It was'to be distinctly understood that 
the' plan of iinch a government munt, at the eamb 
time, bo the iresult of their own doliborato choice, and 
oriWnato with themselves, without the intorforenco 
of the Eicocativo." 

On the 30th of June, 1850, General Riley, in 
his capacity as civil governor of California, re- 
ports to iue government at Washington that : 

" On the 3rd instaut. X Issued my proclamation to tho 
people of California, defining what was undorotood to 
ba the legal position of affairs hero ; and pointing out 
the course ii was deemed advisable to pursue in order 
to 'procure a nw! political organization, better adapted 
to the character and present condition of tho country. 
The course iodicated in my proclamation svill ba 
adopted by tho poopjlo, almost unanimouBly ; and 
there ia now little or no doubt that the convention 
will meet on tbe first of Soptembsr next, and form a 
State Cpnotitatipn. to be submitted to Congress in 
the ear!y part of the coming sosoioa. 

" A few prefer a Territorial organization ; but I 
think a majofilty will bo in favor of a State govora- 
ment, so as to iivoid all further difiicultios respecting 
tho question of Slavery. This question will probably 
be submitted, together with the Constitution, to a 
direct vote of the people, in order that tho wiRhos of 
the people of (California may be clearly and fully ok- 
preosed. Of coictrse, the Constitution or plan of a Ter- 
ritorial (tovornmeut formed by this convention, can 
have no legal fiarco till approved by Congress." 

On the 12th day of October, General Riley, 
acting goveriaor, issued the following proclama- 
tion: 

" To the People of California. 

"Tho delegates of the people, assembled in conven- 
tion, have foimed a constitutina which is now pre- 
sented for your ratification. The time end manner 
of voting on this constitution, and of holding the first 
general election, are clearly set forth in the schedule. 
The whole subject is, therefore, left for your unbiased 
and deliberate onnsidoration. 

"The prelect (or person esevcisiog the functiona 
of that office), of each district will designate, tho 
places for oipening the polls, and give due notice of 
the electiou, in accordance with the provisions of tho 
coustitutioa and schedule. 

" The paopJo are now called upon to form n govern- 
ment for tlaemsolve.), and to designate such ofUcers 03 
they desitti to makeand erecute the laws. That their 
choice may be wisely made, and that the government 
so organized ':raay secure the permanent welfare and 
happincsri of the people of the new State, is the eincero 
and earneat wish of tho pre-ent executive, who, if tho 
constitution be ratified, will with pleasure surrender 
his powers to whomsoever tho people may dtsignf^tG 
as hiB ButeeflBor. 

" Qlvou at Monterey, Oalifomiii, this twelfth day 
of Octobsr, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred 
and forty-nine. 

"B. KiiBV, 

Brevet Brig. Gen. S, A., end Governor of Cali' 
fernia. 

"Oflicials H. W. Hallbck, 

Brevet Captain, and Secretary of State." , 

These facts and oflSciol papers prove conclu- 
sively that tbe proposition to the people of Cali- 
fomia, to hold a convention and organize a State 
government, originated with, and that all the pro- 
ceedings were had in subordination to, the au- 
tJiority and supremacy of tho existing local gov- 
ernment of tbo Terdtory, under the advice, and 
with the approval, of the executive government 
of tho United States. Hence the action of tlio 
people of California in forming their constitution 
and State government, and of Congress in ad- 
mitting the State into the Union, cannot bo cited, 
with the least phow of justice or fairness, in jus- 
tification or palliation of the revolutionary move- 
monts to subvert the government which Con- 
gress has established in Kansas. 

Nor can tbo insurgents derive aid or comfort 



fro'ifi tlie position assumed by either pai-ty to 
the unfortunate controversy which arose iri the 
State of Rhode Island, a ^u^7 years ngo, when 
an effort was made to change the organic law, 
and aet up a State govcriimeiit. in opposition'to 
the one then in existence, under the charter 

f ran ted by Charles the Second of England, 
'hoao who wcirc engaged in thkit unsuccessful 
struggle assumed, as fahdamental truths in our 
system of government, that Khode Island was 
a Sovereign State in all that pertained to her 
internal auairs ; that the ri^ht to change their 
organic law was an essential aftributo of sove- 
reignty j that, inasmuch as the charter under 
which the existing government was organized 
contained no provision for changing or usaend- 
ing the same, and the people had not delegated 
that right to tho legislature or any other tribunal, 
it followed, as d matter of course, that they had 
retained it, and were at Ubeity to exercise it in 
Buch manner as to them shouM seem wise, just, 
andprbper. • 

Without deeming it necessary to oxpi'CE? any 
opinion on this occasion, in reference to the 
merits of that controversy, it ia evident thut the 
principles upon which it was conducted are not 
involved in the revolutionary struggle how going 
on . in Kansas for tho reason, that tho sove- 
reignty of a Territory remains iu abeyance, 
6usp elided in the United States, iu trust for tho 
people, until they shall be admitted into, tho 
Union as a State. In the mean time, they ai'e 
entitled to etnoy and exercise all tho privileges 
and rights of self-government, in nubordinatioh 
to the Constitution of tho United States, and in 
obedience to their organic law passed by Con- 
gress in pursuance ot that instrument. 'These 
rights and privileges are all derived from tho 
Constitution, through the act of Congress, and 
must be exercised and enjoyed in subjection to 
all the lirditations and restrictions which that 
Constitution imposes. Hence, it is clear that 
tho people of the Territory have ao inherent 
sovereign right, under the Constitution jf the 
United States, to annul tho laws and resist tho 
authority of the territorial government which 
Congress has established in obedience to the 
Constitution. 

In tracing, step by step, the origin and history 
of these Kansas dilEculties, your Committee 
have been profoundly impressed with the sighi- 
ficant fact, tiiat each ono has resulted from an 
attempt to violate or circumvent tlie principles 
and provisions of tho act of Congress tor the or- 
ganization of Kansas and Nebraska, The leading 
idea , and fundamental principle of tho Kansas- 
Nebraska act:" as expressed in tho law itsolf, 
was to leave the actual settlers and bona-fide iii- 
habitants of each Territory/ " perfectli/ free to 
form and regulate tlieir domestic institutions in 
their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States." WHilo this is declared to 
DO " tho true intent and meaning of tho act," 
those who wero opposed to allowing tho people 
of tho Territory, preparatory to their admission 
into the Union as a State, to decide the Slavery 
question for themiselves, failing to accomphsfa 
their purpose in the halls of Congress, and under 
tho authority of tho Constittition, immediately 
resorted, in their respectiv6 Statesi, to unusual 
and oxtraordinai^y means to control tho political 
destiuios and shape tho domestic institutions of 
Kansas, in defiance of the wishes, and regardless 
of tho riglits, of tho peoplo of that Torntory, as 
guaranteed by thehr organic law. Combiilations, 
ih ond section of tho Union, to stiniulato an un- 
natural and false system of emigration, with tho 
view of controlling the elections, and forcing tho 
domestic institutions of tho Tprritory to assimi- 
late to those of tho non-slaveholdihg States, were 
followed, as nught have been foreseen, by tho 



nso of similar moanfl in tho slftTClioHing Ste^ciiii,' 
to produce directly tho oppoaito result. To tho^io 
causes^ and to those niono, in tho ophiion of your 
Comwuttce, may bo traced tbfj origiti and pro- 
gress of all the coniroversics and aistvirbances 
^7ith which Kansas 13 now convulsed. ■ 

If those unfortunate troubles have reaultndj ao 
natural cohsequeuaoa, from unauthorifiod and im- 
proper schemes of foreign interfercnco with tho, 
internal alfaira and , domestic ooaceruB of tho 
Territory, it is. apparent that tho rcmody must 
be sought in a ntnct adherence to the priitciplcs, 
mi l rigid enfovceraont of the provisions^ of tho' 
organic law. In this cpnnoctioti, yourCommitteo 
feel sincere satisfaction in commending the mes- 
sages and proclamation of the Presiuont of tho 
United States, in which we hiiyo tho gratifying, 
assurance that tho supremacy of tho laws will be 
maintained; that rebellion will be crushed; that 
insurrection wiU. be auppreased; that aggressivo 
intrusion for tho purpose of deciding elections, 
or any other purpose, will bo repelied ; that un- 
authorized intermeddling in the local fjoncerns 
of tho Territovyj both from tidjoining and distant 
States, will bo prevented ; that tho federal said 
local laws will bo vindicated against all dttempta 
of organized reaiBtanco; and that tho people of 
tho 'l^erntory will bo protected in the establish- 
ment of their own institutions, undisturbed by 
encroachmento fiom without, and in the full en- 
joyment of the rights of self-government assured 
to them by tho Constitntiim and tho organio law.' 

In view of these assurances, given under tho 
conviction that the existing laws conCer all the 
authority necessary to the perfcnnanco of Iheso 
important duties, and that the whole avttilablo 
force of tho United States will be exerted to the 
extent required for their performauco, your Comr 
mitiee repose in entire confidence tnat pc-iiioe, 
and security, and law, will prevail in Kansas. 
If any further evidence were necessary to prove 
that all tho collisions and difficulties in Kansas 
have been produced by tho schemes of foroi^ 
interference which hove been developed in thia 
reiiort, in %-iolation of the principles and in eva- 
sion of tho provisions of tho Kunsaii-Nebraska 
act, it may bo found in the fact that in Nebraska-, 
to which the omigiuut-aid sooietiea did not ox- 
tend their operations, and into which the aiream 
of emigi'ation was permitted to flow ifi its usual 
and natural channels, nothing has occurred to 
disturb the peace and harmony of the Terriiory, 
while the principle of self-government, in obe- 
dience to the ConatitutioHj has had fair play, 
and ia quietly working out its legitimate results. 

It now only remains for your Comihitteo to 
respond to tho two specific reoommendations of 
the President, in his special message. Thoy are 
as follows: 

*' This, It oeemn to mo, can Vie host "iccomplishtd by 
proTidlog that, when ths InhaMtants of Kansas may 
desire it, and shall bo of auHlcicat uurabfiro io couBil- 
tuto a State, a c.onvoatlon of delegates, duly *leoted 
by tho qaaU&od voters, Bhall &>BBmblo to framo & 
constitution,^ and thus nreparo, throHgli rnguJar and 
lawful msana, for ita admiesion into tho ITDion aa a 
State. X rospocifally recommeDd tbb euactmunt of a 
law to that effect. 

"I recammunil, aluo, that a special a'ppropriatior: bo 
made to defray any oxpease which may becomb requl- 
Bito ia tho oseoution of tho lawa, or tho jh^lutonaDca 
of public order in tho Territory of Kaaoaa." 

In compliance with tho first recorrimondation, 
your committee ask leave to report a bill author- 
izing tho legislature of the Territory to proyido 
by law for tho election of delegates by tho people, 
and the assembling of a convention to form ft 
constitution and State government preparatory 
to their admission into the Union on an equal 
footing with tho original Stales, so so6n as it shall 
a^poor, by a census to bo taken under the ditad- 
tion of the governor, by tho authbtity of tho legiS- 



m 



Mfmn, t\u\i tli.i ',rom(w;y «0HNMf«fl iiliiotyrljliroo 
fluowTOinl I'wx lnui(U<ii,l,fl.U'l twenty inlmMttvutu— 

Xfttl'.i t^f rojini(Kiii*fi,ti"»i foe n imm\n)i- of iUm- 
ifjvfl.r.fi. 

yom' ooiniiiiUooproiiripn towllVjr t.<» iiiipropiln- 
i.loji bill «'M nuv.i"(/l«)i»ou(; »nnno|uuUiu(); muiti MUiu 
(M ?i1m>U Iiof(|ui«"^ >n.Hiw)mny,Jiy Uio oiitiuimNni io 
1)0 olitalin;iJ, hr (ho j)ur||»(Hi(i inuUodltirl jiu Uvo lO- 

,fl H«(' wJ»i«li hi roMpootruUy nulMuUtort to tho 
('joMi'i') hy yoMv commit too. 



Mr. Oollamcr of Vomont, tho rainority 
member of Btiid Cojamitt«o, Hubmrattcd tho 
foilowiuff 

J.UNOKITY 3!U5POWT- 

Viumt of the. inhtoritifff the Committee on Tcn i- 
lories, io ioliom wax referred so much of the an- 
nual piesnuf^fc oj the Prer.ident an rc^atcito 
' 'jher^ilorial i{faife, the message of tkc Prrrd- 
' ^.nt of Mth January in rclatiori to Kannax 
U'Crritohi', and the nicosff/j'c (f the Prcmlent 
of the )Wt, February J m ntmoer to the rcsolu- 
iion of tlic Senate of the itk Fcbmary, rela- 
tive to <^{fairk in Kaneas: 
t TJjirtoou 01 iho present proaporoua States gf 
tbia Uuion pneeed Uiroujjh Ui« period of approii- 
ticcflliip or pwpilngo of tomtoriul training, uudor 
UiQ gimrdianBliip of €*on{;rc3f5, proi)ar«tory to 
(Hsruminp tJUoir prpiul rnnjr. of manhood m mvo- 
Toign £|,nd iiulepcud<3"t Stntot'. TIhb period of 
tbeif punilnffo waa, iu ovory caao, n ponod of tho 
ffood otlioea of parent and child, in tUo kiud rela- 
nonnijiip Bustained between tJio jiationnl and tho 
Tenitorial government, and may ho reraom- 
berad with feelings of gratitude and prido. We 
havo fallon op different times. A Territory of 
our ffovoi-nment is now convulsod with violenco 
and discord, nud the whole funnily of omr nation 
18 in a etato of oxitement and anxiety. The 
national executive power is put in motion, the 
iffiny in requisition, and Congress is invoked for 
interference. 

In:tbiB ease, ub in nil othora of difficulty, it be- 
comes neoeseary to inquire what is the true cause 
of existing trouble, in order to apply etfectual 
cure. It is bi»t tewjporftry polliativqa to deal with 
the external and more oDvious manifestations 
and developments, while tha reel, procurbg 
canee Xi&i unattended to, and uncorrected, and 
anremoved. 

It is s?id that organized opposition to law ex- 
ists in Kansas, That, if existing, may probably 
be suppressed by the President, by tho use of the 
army, and so. too,mayinvasionB by mnjed bodies 
from Missouri, if the Executive be sincere in its 
efforts ; but when this ia done, while the cause 
of trouble remains, the resalts will continue with 
renewed and increased developments of danger. 

Let ns, then, look fairly and imdisguisodly at 
this Bubjeot, in its true character and history. 
Wheirem does this Kaneas Territory differ from 
all wr other Territories, which have been so 
peacefully and successfully carried tbrough, and 
bean developsd inte the raanliood of independent- 
States 7 Can that difference account for existing 
tronbles 7 Can that difference, os.a caflse of trou- 
ble, be ropttpycd 7 

Thefirst a.nd gren.t point of difference between 
the Territorial government of Kansas and that 
.^>f -the thirtew Territorial goyornments .before 
mentioned, consists in the subject of Slavery — 
sthe undoubted camse of present trouble. 

The action of C'ongreos in relation to all those 
.thirteen Territories was conducted on a linifonn 
©ad pmdfnt principle, to wit: To settle, by a 



ol/oar proA'inion, tho law lu rQlntion to (he fni|tl<n)|: 
«riilay<:ry to bo oporntlvo in tUo Ti>i'dtniy, widb 
it lomniuod uuoli i not lonviu); it lu iifxy one of 
Wwm onooii t<i bo a nubjoot of controviniiy wilbim 
tho HtuMo, wbil'liwtlio pl(«itic (J[riiitlo of Hm youtb, 
'Jl'hiii >v(m done by C'onf;r<.wii in tho oxoroino ot tU^ 
t^inuopoww wlii(i)» moulded tho t'orui iff IhoiroV'- 

i funic liiwM, (1|imL appointed tlioir oxcoutivd w^l 
mliclui y, aiul fimnetiuKvi their loHldbitlvo otnccni; 
;t w()t)(b<j power j|irovi<l< id iuthw Couiititutiou, in 
tlwmi wortlu: "Con/ifmiH nliiill have poww to 
4iiiii«M)o of Hud muko all nA.edful ruloa and rof 
fi;uf<iti(inn roDnucllnif the Territory or otlmr ino- 
pijvl.y belonging U) tnc United State i." yottliiig 
tho nubjcet of l^lnveiy while the country romain- 
0(1 n T-erritory, wuh ,uo highiir <>?tcr«iMo of power 
iu <Jonirren« flmu tlio regulation of tho I'nnotiouil 
of tbo Territorial govornniont, mid actually ap- 
pointing its prineipid Avuoti(Miafi(in. Tldo pr«o« 
ticc CO ' lonctMl with thin national govonunont, 
nnd -,. fw continued^ with uninUuruptcd uniform- 
ity, for more than sixtt/ years. This practical 
contomporaneouB oontitruotion of tho oonBtitu- 
tional power of thin govornmont in too clour tf|i 
loave jxiom for doubt, or opportunity for skopti- 
ciMxn. Tho ^peaco, prosperity, and succoait whjch 
ttttondod thiB couruo, and tho leaulto which have 
ouBUcd, in tbo formation and admianion of t^p 
thix'teon .f^tatcH therefrom, are niout conclusivo 
and aaliafactory evidence, ali'o, of tho ■vviadora 
and prudoneo with which thia i^o'^cr was excvr 
cised. Dtdudod nmat bo that people who, iu th<j 
pureuit of plauRiiblo thcoiiea, become doaJt' to tho 
leaaous, iand blind to tho rcsulta, of their own cx- 
pcriouco. 

Lot ua next inquire by what rule pf uniformit;y 
Congreaa yvm governed, in tho exorcise of tlua 
power of dotoi minlng tlio condition of each 'jHor- 
ritory oa to Slavery, while remaining a Territory, 
oa manifested iu those thirteen instances. An 
examination of our history will show that this 
vrm not done from time to time by agitation and 
local or party ti'iumphs in Congress. Tho rule 
pursued was uniform and clear; and whoever 
may have lost by it, peace and prosperity haye 
been gained. That rule was this: 

Where Slavery wna actually existing in 
country to any considerable or general extent, it 
was* (though somowbat modified as to further im- 
portation m some instances, as in Mississippi and 
Orleans Territories) suffered to remain. Tho 
fact t!^a' it had been taken and existed there, was 
taken as an indication of its adaptaUon and local 
utility. Where Slavery did not in fact exist to 
any oppreeiable extent, the same was, by Con- 
gress, expressly protiibited ; bo that in either 
case the country settled up without difficulty or 
doubt as to the character of its institutions. In 
no instance was this difficult and disturbing sub- 
ject left to tho people who had and who might 
settle in the Territory, to be there an everlasting 
bone of contention, so long as the Territorial 



governm,ent should continue. It was over re- 
garded, too, 88 a subject in which Jthe whole 
country had an interest, and, therefore, improper 
for local legislation. 

And though whenever the pieople of a Territory 
come to form their own organic law, as an inde- 
dependont State,, they would, either before or 
jjifter tbeir . admission as a State, form and lE Ould 
their institutions, aa (i «oy.ereign State, in, their 
own way, yet it must be expected, and h^s al- 
ways proved true, that the State has taken the 
cJiaracter her pupilage hps prepared her for, so 
well in respept to Slavery as in other respeqts. 
Hence, six of the thirteen States.oxe free States, 
because Slavery was prohibited in them by Co^r 

fress while Territories, to wit : Ohio, Indiana, 
llinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Sovei^ 
of the tbirteen are slaveholding States, because 
Slavery W08 allowed in them by Congress wbil^ 



VHW KANBAr,-hUfJJ,l 

•Itoy vimi T('niUivi<jn, to wit: 'JLVninrfmoo, Alliv 
iHiinri. Miiiniiii)i])iii, ''Morula, ],<(iuliiiaiiia, Arkuiiiuiii 
niul AliitiKMU'K 

by t!oni(miii Jl>o not jcojmriUory lo do (xUniimtoii 

flonlrovoniy /nul rHtKiiuidUiu (M'oho on (lio (tuioiilioii 
whctluir (I j>rolul>i(iou of l!))(\vory wiHiii; niiid 
Ht(>t« hIiouUI Ihj luiivrtod, nm\ it. UMiulloil in U»ini 
fJiat (fn'ul Htuto nhouM lio aiUuUtml without imch 
lirotiiliition^ but that, Shivery nhouht bo fonivr 
prohihU<}d in (h(! ro^^t of (Vwlx'o^ujtry oodod to uo 
by IVituoo lyiuK north lUi'' '.10' norlli Jatit.udo, 
and it wioi ho <Ioih'. Tliia coulniot iti known m 
tho MtMoari Oi>mji>ront.isc, Undor thin anaupo- 
tnout, Miiiflonri wan (wtwUtiid au u ahivoholdim 
UMi), tlio imino luivinff boo'i a iihivoHiohliruj Tor- 
ritory. Avkauflun, oouth of tho lino, won lorn.cd 
into (V Torritory, fjntl Bhvvory allowed Ihcroin, 
mid aftorwarde adinittod «« a nlavolwhlinfiC State, 
lowu was made a Torritory, norlh of tho lino, 
and, under tho oporfitiou of ({»« law, wao flolHou 
up without elavon, and admitted ao a freo Htuto, 
'Alio country now nmki«B tho Tcrritorioa of 
JtanBao and Nobrntika, li\ 1821), wao alnumt or 
entirely uninhabited, and lay north of unit', lino, 
ond wiintovor aottloro entered tlio namo before 
1854 did BO undor that Jaw, forever forbiddinpf 
Slavery thoroin. 

in 1854 CongrosB paBfiod c;a act cataljlinhing 
two now TerritorioB— Ncbraeke and KunimB— in 
thie regfon of countxy, where iSlavory had been 
prohibited for more than thirty yoiirn; and, ii- 
Btoad of loavinfr epid law agaiuat Slavery in 
operation, or pronibitinf^' or oxproBoly allowing 
or eotublishiwg Slavery, CongresB loft tho BUb- 
jjcct in eaid Territories, to bo uiHcuisod, agitated, 
and IegiB).ated on, from time to time, and the cleo- 
tions iu Bttid Terriloricf) to be condueted with ro 
forenco to that subject, from year to year, ao 
long 08 they should remain Tcrritorioa; for, 
vrhatevor laws might be passed by tho Territo- 
rial legislatures on tliis subject, roust bo subjeot 
to change or repeal by those of the auccceding 
years. In moat former TerritorifJ governments, 
jfc was provided by law that their laws were sub- 
ject to tlie revision of Congress, so thot they 
would be made with caution. In these Terri- 
tories that was omitted. 

The provision in relation to Slavery in Ne- 
braska and Kansas is as follows : " Tho eighth 
section of the act prepaxuloiy to the admission 
of Missouri into the Union (which being incon- 
sistent with ihepHnciple of non-intervention by 
Congress with Slavery in the States and Tern- 
toriea, as required by the legislation of 1830, 
commonSy called the compromise measures) is 
hereby declared inoperative and void ; it being 
the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate Slavery into said Territory or State, nor 
to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people 
thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 
domestic mstitutions in their own way, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United Stales : 
Provided, Thot nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to revive or put in force any law 
or regulation which may have existed pnor to 
the act of 6th March, 18x0, either protectiijg, es- 
tablishing, prohibiting, or abolishing Slavery." 

Thus it was promulgated to the people of this 
whole country that here was: a clear field for 
competitior— an open course for the race of 
rivalship ; the goal of which was, the ultirante 
establishment of a sovereign State ; and the 
prize, the reward of everlasting liberty and its 
institutions on the one hand, or the perpetuity 
of Slavery and its concomitant» on the other. 
It is tbo oDviouB duty of this government, while 
this law continues, to see this manifesto faith- 
fullyj and honorably, and honestly perfonnedj 
ev€(a though its particular supporters may 



v,m <'.nui») of p. roouU. vinfavoral/lo <o 

It ill furllior bo 'ilxiorvod, <lmt in tho ym* 
fminanoti on Ihlii novo! v^porbnout, it tyni ino- 
vidiiil that all wliito men /fbo liooaniM inhoblt- 
autri 111 Knnimii w<ivo cntifK.d voto witlKmt 
niKnrd to their >'/)»?ri «)/' ; fi«n/fliiw, unually j>rovid- 
(ii) In otlwT Tcnitiirioi). ,\f'i>rwan Wm rif^htof 
V<"tinf5 eoni^n'id to Amciioii.n c'iiwmif, but i(i» 
<'ludii(l all mu ll aliiinii uti had ilt)<!liin-'l,or woulA 
dodant. on oath tlmlr iutontion to becuuio olti- 
iCionn. I'hun wan tho prooliimation to th'^ world 
to bocoino inhabi^mtti of KauMan, and oulii t iu 
Ihiii f^roat cnt*rpvlHt), liy tho fovco »>f nuinborn, 
liv vdo, to dt'tjido for it tho groat jdo ilion. 
Wai\ it to bo ctpCiCtod thiiit Uiiii Hreat proiiliumif 
tion for tho politicid tournamout would bo liiitour 
<!d to with inditt'oronoo and npalhyf Wan it 
prcjmiod and pronontod in that Bjfirit 1 Did It 
relate to a iiubjoct pn which tho pt-oplo NTsro 
cool or indiflbront 7 A \nxp,(3 part oT tho pooplc 
of thin country look on (lojmooiio Slavery m 
"only evil, and that continually," alike to iiinn- 
tor niid to slftvo, and to tho oonununity; to bv 
loft (done to tlio inanagcmont or enjoyment of 
tho people of tho Statea whore it exMits, but )\ot 
to be oxtiuidcd, Hioro OBpocially na it bivoh, ok* 
may give, political suj-Tcmacy to a nunorSty of 
the people of this country in the Unitca Statea 
government. On tho othc- hand,, many of the 
people of onother port of tho United States i*o- 
^'urd Slavery, if not in tho abati-aot a blofl»in^^, 
at least as now existing, a condition of aoeioty 
best for both white and block, while they oxia'J 
together ; while oihora regard it aa no evil, but 
08 the highest state of social conditioii. Ihoso 
consider that they cannot, with safety to thoir 
inteiosts, permit political seendancy to bo 
largely in the hands of those unfriendly to tbis 
peculiar inatitution. From thcHO conflicting 
views, long and violent has boon the contro- 
versy, and experience seems to show it intor- 
minaWo. 

Many, and probably a large majority of this 
nation, lovers of quiet, entertained tno hope, 
that, after 1850, tho so-called Compromise Mea- 
sures, even though not satisfaotory to tho Free 
States, would be kept by their supporters, and 
made by thera what tLoy were professed to be, 
o finality on th' subject of tlie extent and limita- 
tions of slave territory ; more especially after the 
assurances containeii in the Inaugural Address 
of President Pierce. This hope was fortified with 
the consideration.that at that time Congre«B had, 
by different provisions, settled by law tha con- 
dition of Freedom. or Slavery for all the territory 
of the United States. These hopes have bee^ 
disappomted, and from this very provision :for 
repose has been extracted a_p«w«|jie for disturb- 
ing tho condition of things on which its, founda- 
tion of finality rested — that is, the permanence 
and continuance of the then esifitiug condition of 
legal provisions. The establishment of the terri- 
torial governments for Utah and JJew-Mexico, 
without a prohibition of Slavery, wna sustained 
by many on" the ground that no such provision 
was required for its exclusion, 03 the condition 
of the country und its laws were a Buffioient baxr 
rier ; and therefore they sustained them, befla,ase 
it would complete the series, and finish the pro- 
visions as to Slavery in oil our territory, and 
make an «j>.d of controversy on that sntgoct : yet, 
in 1854, it was insisted by the friends ond eap- 
portero of the laws of 1850, and it is actually as- 
serted in the law establishing the territOKiol govi 
emment of Kansas, that he laws for New Mexicp 
and Utah, being of the compromise Measures, 
adopt ana contain a principle utterly at war iyith 
their great and professed ODjoct of finality ; ond 
that, mstead of completing and ending the j)royir 
sipnB of congrtaqionoi action for tho Temtorii93 



hp to Hlavfii y, it imilly dooliivotl iv jninciiilo \vlil«ili 
vmcttled (ilf tlioiio wlioio Hluvory luul noon pro- 




tU« dU'oot iiiiitiuiiioiit of veiimvDd dii\lmiinni!0, 
ooiild not >Ki oKpootod i\\m to loiivo tlio lotiUlt to 
tlio dfliiiiiiou «« th<) liooplo of Kininim with oiitlio 
Inmitlvlty nnd iiulIIVoroiuto. 

'I'lio iihivolioldiuf; Htnt(Mi, In inxuiiod tho 
ndniin»l<»ii of Mlnnomi an ii nlavdUoldlng Htuto, 
and all tl>o vonlou iiouth of HO" IK) ' to th« tuiuio 
inu noiio. by «(!;r(!oln(,' and oiiaetiiiR (hrit all north 
of that ihio (ihould bo foirvnr frix; and by thin 
thoy obtahiod only a minioionf number of votoli 
from tho I'Voo Btatoii, au oounfod with thoirn, to 
adopt, it. In lt.150, tlioy nRrood tlrnt if Now-Moxioo 
nnd Utah woro m/ido Torritoriou, without n pro- 
hibition of Slavery, it would, with tho Ihwh al- 
ready mado for tho i\}Ht of our territory, fjottlo 
forever the whole nubjoot. Thiti propo»itlon, for 
Buoh tt tormination, afao nocurcd votoisi fronj tho 
Froo StntcB, eiionRh, with their own from tho 
nlftvcholdinij Stnlen, to adopt it. In 1854, in utter 
diorogard ot thouo ropoatod conlTaotn, both thcao 
nrrangomonto wore hrolton, and both thcao com- 
promiBOS diHrogurdcd, nnd all (heir proviuiona for 
frooddm declared inoperative nnd void, by tho 
vote of the Blavoholding Statoa, with a veiy few 
honorable exceptions, and a minority of tho votes 
of tho Froo States. After this extraordinary and 
jnoxeusablo proceeding, it was not to bo oxpootod 
that tho people of tho slavoholding States would 
take no active menfluioa to securo a lb,vornble 
result by votes in the Territory of Kaasns. Nei- 
ther could it be expected that the people of the 
Free Stntrs, who regarded tho act of 1854 as a 
double breach of fnitli, would sit down and make 
no effort, by Ic^al means, to correct it 

It has been said that tho repeal of this provision 
of tho Missouri Compromise, nnd breach of the 
Compromise of 1850, should not be regarded na a 
measure '>f the slavoholding States, oecause it 
was presented by a Senator from a Free State. 

The actions or votes of one or mote individual 
meni cannot give character to, or be regarded as 
fixing a measure on, their section or party. The 
only true or honest mode of determining whether 
any measure is that of any section or party is, to 
dacertain whether the majority of that section or 
party voted for it. Now, a largo majority — in- 
deed, the whole, with a few rare exceptions — of 
the reiwesentativea from the slaveholdiuK States 
voted for that repeal. On the other hand, a ma- 
jority of the representatives from the Free States 
voted against it. 

This subject of Slavery in the Territories, 
which has violently Bgitated the country for 
many years, and which has been attempted to be 
Eettled twice by compronuse, as before stated, 
does not remain settled. The Missouri Com- 
promise and the supposed finality by the acts of 
1850, are scattered and dissolved by the vote of 
tho elaveholding States ; and it is not to be dis- 
gtiised that this uncalled for and disturbing meas- 
ure has produced a spirit of resentment, from a 
feeling of its injustice, which, while the cause 
continues, will be difficult to nllny. 

This 'oubject, then, which Congress has been 
unable to settle in any such way as the' Slave 
States will sustain, is now turned over to those 
who have or shall become inhabitants of Kansas 
to arrange; and all men are invited to partici- 
pate in the experiment,regordless of their chatac- 
tor, political or religious views, or place of na- 
tivity. 

Now, what is the ri^ht and tho duty of the 
people of this country m relation to this matter 1 
13 it not the right of all who believe in the bless- 
ings of Blavcholding, and regard it as the best 



oondlllou of iiooioly oilhor to (',o toICannnn mni- 
lutbUantn and by iho'ir vuU-is t(i h(il|> luitllo thin 
({Odd oondilioM of" llmt 'I"<)rritt>r3f ; (»r if thoy OftU- 
not no go and iiotllo, in itnot thoirduty, by nll liiw- 
l^d laniiiiii in tlunii power, to (ironioto tliia nbloot 
by Inducing othorii likc niiudod to go 7 'I'ldn 
nixld bccoHKin a dut.;/ to nil who ftdlow thoJroon- 
vlolionii. All wlio i-ogard an (inl(d)linlunont of 
Slavery in Kaniian an bent for that 'J'orritovy, or 
an nooofmiuy to their own nnfety by tho political 
wolght it given in the nationid govornnient, 
nhould Uflo all lawful inoann to ncourothat rcnult ; 
and clearly, llio iiidiuiing men to g«) tlioro to bo- 
como poriiuvnent inhubitnulii and voteni, and to 
vote an often an the elootioiui occur in favor of 
tho eHtabliiihincnt of Slavery, and thun control 
tho olootionn, and nrciiervo d. a Hlavo Slate for- 
ever, in neither unlawful nor cnnnurablo. It in, 
and would bo highly prainowortby and eouimonda- 
blo, hecauni it in uaing lawful mennn to carry for- 
ward honoHt conviotioim of public good. All law- 
fully-a«Hooiatod olTort to that ond in equally 
commendable. Nor will tho npidieation of op- 
probrioun opithota, and calling it jyropn^nndistn, 
change its moral or legal charactorfroin whatever 
nuartor or source, ollieinl or othorwiao, nuoh opi- 
thota may como. Neitlior should thoy deter any 
man from noavioably performing hia duty by fol- 
lowing hianoncst convictions. 

On the other hand, all those who have scon nnd 
realized tlio bloaainge of universal liberty, and be- 
lieve that it can only be eocurod and i)romotod by 
tho prohibition of domestic Slavery, and that tho 
elevation of honest induatry can never aucceed 
where servitude makes labor degrading, ehould^ 
as in duty bound, put forth all rcasoniiblo exer- 
tions to advance tlria great object, by lawful 
moona, whenever permitted bylaws of their coun- 
try. When, therefore, Kanaas was jpreaented, 
by law, as an open field for this experiment, and 
all were invited to enter, it became the right nnd 
duty of all such as desired, to go there as inhabit- 
ants for the pui"poso, by their numbers and by their 
votes lawfully cast, from time to time, to carry or 
control^ in a legal way, the elections there for 
this object. This could only be lawfully effected 
by permanent residence, and continued and re- 
peated effort, during tho continuance of the Ter- 
ritorial government, nnd permanently remaining 
there to form and preserve a Free-State constitu- 
tion. All those who entertained the same senti- 
ments, but were not disposed themselves to go, 
had the right and duty to use all lawful means to 
encourage and promote the object. If the pur- 
pose could be best eff'ected by united efforta, by 
voluntary associations or corporations, or by 
State assistance, as proposed in some Southern 
States, it was all equally lawful and laudable; 
This was not the ofiioious intermeddling with the 
internal afi'airs of another nation, or Stato^ or the 
Territory of another people. The Territory ia 
the property of tho nation, and is, profossealyj 
open to the settlement and the institutions ot 
every part of the United States. If lawful means, 
so extensive as to be effectual, were used to peo- 
ple it with a majority of inhabitants o]}posea to 
Slavery, is now considered as a violation of, or 
an opposition to, the law establishing the Tern- 
tory, then tho declarations nnd provisions of thrt 
law were but a premeditated delusion, which not 
only allowed such measures, but actually invited 
them, by enacting that the largest nnraber of the 
settlers shonld determine the condition of the 
country; thus inviting efforts for numbers. Such 
an invitation must have been expected to pro- 
duce such effoiis on both sides. 

It now becomes necessary to Inqniro what has 
in fact taken place. If violence has taken plaoo 
as the natural, and, perhaps, unavoidable, conso- 
qnencos of tho nature of tho experiment, bringing 
into dangerous contact and collision inflamma> 
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l)lo olomoiilii, il, wdii (ho vkici of /i miDiiikoii luw, 
iiimI iiuiii(i()ia(o itioiiiiiu'oii iihoiild l)o ((ikoii by 
(/'(^(Ki'oiiii lo ooi icol; iiiiolt luw, ir I'oHio uud vio- 
loiioo Imvo htwn nulmtitiitofl for jUMUuiful ni<mii- 
iii'Dii Mioi'o, loi;iil iiroviiiionii iiliould bo ir.uilo mid 
oxooutod lo oonocit iiH tho wroiiK imob violonoo 
luvi) j|)ro<lu<:(id, mid lo iirovoiit tlioir romu'i'ouce, 
(Did fliUM fiomii'o a fiiir fultlUiiioiit: of tho oiqiori- 
jmnit by iKmoiifiil iiioiiiiii, an oii({iuiilly inofoiiood 
iiiid iirvMoiil.od in tlio hivr. 

A nudoinct, iildtoinout of the oxoroiiio and mo- 
ftrmn of tho luiitoiial ov(>iitK in Khiiiiiui iu tfiii) : 
Afttir tho i)aimaf,'o of thin biw, OHtabliiihluK tho 
Ton itory of Kaimnii, ii bii(<o body of HctHorn viip- 
blly eidoR'd into naid 'A'onilory wilii a viow to 
lioinmiioni, inbabilanoy tlioroin. Mont of thoiio 
wore from Iho I'Voo Hlu'tou of tho Wont and North, 
who probably iiitondod by thoir votcii (uul iiillu- 
caco to eiittibliiih there JiFreo Slut*, iiKrooablo to 
tlio biw which invited tliein. Some part of tliono 
from tlio Norlliern Staten had boon eneouruKod 
niid ftidod in thin onterpriuo by llio Emifrrant Aid 
Society forniod in MriHuueliudotto, wliich put 
forth Homo exertionu in thia hnulublo object^ by 
open and public moaBiircH, in providin|.; lacilitico 
for tfftuaportution to all ponccablo citizeno who 
desired to bocoino porinaiiont eoltlcrH in iiaid Ter- 
ritory, wid providing therein hotola, niillo, etc., 
for the public accommodation of that new coun- 
try, 

Tiio governor of Kansan, havinfj, in purauanco 
of law, divided tho Territory into diatrictB, and 
procured a conaua tlioroof, iaauod hia proclama- 
tion for the election of ti losisltttivo aaaombly 
fboroin, to take place on tho 30th day of March, 
1855, and directed how tho saino should bo con- 
duictcd, and tho returna made to bim ngrooable 
to tho law OBtabliahing said Territory, On tho 
day of election, largo bodies of armed men from 
the State of Missouri appeared at the polls in 
moat of the diatricta, and by moat violent and tu- 
multuous carriage and demeanor overawed tho 
defenselesia inhabitants, and by thoir- own votes 
elected a largo majority of the members of both 
houaes of said aasemljly. On the returns of said 
election being made to tho governor, protests 
and objections were mndeto Jiim in relation to 
a part of said districts ; and aa to them, he set 
aside such, and such only, as by tlie returns ap- 
peared to be bad. In "elation to others, cover- 
mg^ in nil, a majority of the two houses, equally 
vicious in fact, but apparently good by formal 
returns, the inhabitants thereof, borne down by 
said violence and intimidation, scattered and dis- 
couraged, and laboring under apprehensions of 
personal violence, refrained and desisted from 
presenting any protest to the governor in rela- 
tion thereto ; and he, then uninformed in relation 
thereto, issued certificates to the members who 
appeared by said formol returnfl to have been 
elected. 

In relation to those districts which the govern- 
or 80 set aside, orders were by him issued for 
new elections. In one of these districts the same 
proceedings were repeated hy men from Missou- 
ri, and in othera not, and certificates were issued 
to the persons elected. 

This legislative assembly, so elected, assem- 
bled at Pawnee, on the second day of July, 1855, 
ihat being the time and place for holding said 
meeting, as fixed by the governor, by authority 
of law. On assembling, the said nouses pro- 
ceeded to set aside and reject those members 
HO elected on said second election, except in 
the district where the men from Missouri had, 
at said election, chosen the same persons they 
had elected at the said first election, and they 
admitted all of the said first-elected iriembers. 

A legislative assembly, so created by military 
force, by a foreign invasion, in violation of the 
organic law, was but a usurpation. No act of 
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Um »»wn; no net or noffloot of the governor, could 
logaUvio or nanotify it. Itn own uroinioiiit nn 
ltd own legality aro like itii luwn, but the iVuitn 
of itii own iwiurputlon, which no governor eouUl 
logitiniate. 

They paiiiiod an not altering tho i>la<!0 of tliii 
toKiporary neat of (,;ov<anin('nt to the Slmwnoo 
Mimiion, <hi tho bonbir of, and in luiar proximity 
to, Miiiiiourl. Thia act the governor ri"{;arded an 
a violation of the organic law entabhuhing tho 
Territ^>ry, which fixed tho temporary neat of 
government, and prohibited the legiu'lativo ari- 
Dciubly from doing iiiiytliing ineontiintent with 
Hiiid act. He, tiiereforo, nud for that oauiui. 
vetoed irnid bill ; but iiaid aiisonibly r«!panrie(l 
iJieHuine by a two-thlrda majority, notwilhutand- 
ing iiajd veto, and removed to oaid Hhawnoo 
MiHtiion. Tiiey then procoeded to phhb lawa, 
and the povcrnor, hi writing, declined further 
to rocogni/,0 thom as a legitimate asnembly, nit- 
ting at that place. They continued pnaaint; 
.'awe there, from the KJtli day of July to tho 
lUnt day of August, 1855. 

On tho 15th day of Auguat lant, tho governor 
of said Territory waa dianiiHaed from ofllce, and 
the dutioB devolved upon the Hccrctary of tho 
Territory; and how many of the lawa pasaod 
with his ofilcial approbation Aom not appear, 
the lawa as now presented being without dato 
or authentication. 

As by tiio law of Congress organizing aaid 
Territory it was cxproBsly provided, that tho 
people of tho Territory were to bo " left perfect- 
ly free to form and regulate their domestic in- 
stitutions in their own way," and among those 
jnutitutiona Slavery is included, it waa, of courao, 
implied that that subject was to bo oj[)en and 
free to public and private discuaaion in all ita 
be-'iringa, rights, and relationships. Among 
these must, of course, be the question. What 
waa the state of the existing latos, and tho modi- 
fications that might be required on that subject? 
The law had declared that ita " true intent and 
meaning was not to legislate Slavery into the 
Territory, or exclude it therefrom." This would, 
of course, leave to that people the inquiry, 
What, then, are the existing rights under the 
Constitution 7 Can slaves be holden in the ab- 
sence of any law on the subject ? This question, 
about which so much diiference of opinion ex- 
ists, and which Congress and tke courts have 
never settled, was thus turned over to the peo- 
ple there, to discuss and settle for themselves. 

This territorial legislature, so created by 
force firom Missouri, utterly refused to permit 
discussion on the subject ; but, assuming that 
Slavery already existed there, and that neither 
Congress nor the people in the Territory, under 
the authority of Congress, had or could prohibit 
it, passed a law which, if enforced, utterly pro- 
hibits aU discussion oi the question. The elev- 
enth and twelfth sections of that act are as fol- 
lows: 

"Sbo. 11. If any person print, write: introduce Into, 
pul)listi or circulate, or cause to be brought into,' 
prioted, written, publislied or oircnlated, or shall 
knoffingly aid or assist in bringing into, printing, 
publishing or circulating within this Territory, any 
book, paper, pamphlet, magazine, hand-bill or circular, 
containing any statements, arguments, opinions. 
Bentiments, doctrines, advice or innuendo, cafcalatea 
to promote a disorderly, dangerous oi rebellious dis- 
aftection among the slaves in this Territory, or to 
induce such slaves to escape from the service of their 
masters or to resist their authority, he shall be guilty 
of a felony, and be punished by imprisonment an<} 
hard labor for a term not less than five years. 

"Sko. 12. If any free person, by speaking or by 
writing, assert or maintain that persoua have not the 
right to hold sluves in this Territory, or shall intro* 
duce into this Territory, print, publish, write, circu- 
late, or cause to be iotroduoed into this Territory., 
written, printed, published or circulated in thin Ter- 
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ritoryt any book, paper, raagnstoo, pampfalot or «trca* 
Jar, containing any deniul of iho right of parcouo to 
hold Bln^os in f.hiB Territory, nach jpar^oa ahall bs 
doemcd guilty of felony, and pnnisUod by iraprison* 
sattnt at hiitd labor for a term of not loss than tiro 
yoors," 

And further providing, that nrt penron " con- 
scientiously oppoaod to nolding alavco" Bhall Bst 
m a juror m tn'~. trial of any coudo founded on a 
broBcb of the foregoing law. They further pro- 
vided, that ail officers and attorneys ehonla he 
Bwom not only to cupport the Conafitntionof the 
United States, but also to support and sustain 
the organic law of the Territory, and the fugi- 
tive-slave laws ; and that ony person offerinpj to 
vote shall be presumed to*be endtled to vote 
until the contrary is shown, and if any one, 
■when required, shall refuBO to take ooth to bub- 
tain the fugitivo-slavo laws, he shall not be' per- 
mitted to vote. Although they pacscd a law 
that none but an inhabitant^ who had paid a tax, 
ohould vote, yet they required no time of mi- 
deticc necessary, and provided for the immediate 
payment of a poll-tax ; eo providing, in effect, 
that on the eve of an election the people of a 
neighboring State conld come in, in unlimited 
numbers, and, by taking np a residence of a day 
or an hour, pay a poll-tax, and thus become 
legal voters, and then, after voting, return to 
their own State. They thus, in practical effect, 
provided for the people of Missouri to control 
elections at their pleasure, and permitted such 
only of the real inhabitants of tne Territory to 
vote OB are friendly to the holding of slaves. 

They permitted no election of any of the offi- 
ceni in the Territory to bo mado by the people 
thereof, but created the ofSoca and filled them, 
or appointed officers to fill them for long periods, 
and provided that tlio next annual election should 
be holdcn iu October. 1856, and the assembly to 
meet in January, 1857 ; so that none of these 
Jaws could be changed until the lower house 
mi^ht be changed, m 1856 ; but the council, 
which is elected for two years, could not bo 
changed so as to allow a change of the laws or 
oHicers until the session of 1858, however much 
the inhabitants of the Territory might desire it. 

These laws, made by an assembly created by 
a foreign force, are but a manifestation of the 
spirit of opppesaion which was the parent of tho 
whole transaction. No excuse can be found for 
it in tho pretense that tho inhabitants had carried 
with tliem into said Territory a quantity of 
Sharp's rifles — first, because that, if true, formed 
no excuse; secondly, it is untrue, as their 
Sharp's rifles were only obtained afterwards, 
and entirely for the p arioso of self-defense, the 
necessity for which this" invasion and other acts 
of violence and thinsati clearly demonstrated. 
These laws were obviomly mado to oppress and 
drive out all who were Inclined to tho exclusion 
of Slavery ; , and if they rcmaiueu, to silence them 
oh this subject, and subject them to the will and 
control of the people of Missouri. Tliese are the 
laws which the Kresident says must be enforced 
by the army and the whole power of this nation. 

The people of Kanaos, thus invaded, Gubducd, 
oplltresBed, and insultea, seeing their territorial 
govcramont (such only m fonn) perverted into 
an engine to crush them in the dust, and to de- 
feat mid destroy the professed >i)bjcct of their or- 
ganic law, by depriving them of tho "perfect 
freedom" therein provided; end finding no 
ground to hope for rights in ibcL* organization, 
they procee^d, under tho guaranty of the 
United States Constitution, " peaceably to as- 
eemblo to petition tho government for tho re- 
dress of (their) grievances," They saw no 
earthly eonrca of relief btit in tho formation of a 
State government by tho people, and the accopt- 
e&cc and ratification thereof by Congress. 
It is true that in several instances in our po- 



litical bistory, the people of a Tcmtory hara 
been authorissed by an act of Congress to form 
a State constitution, and after do doing, wero 
adnlittcd by Congress. It is ^uite obvious that 
no such authority could be given by the act of 
the territorial government. That clearly has no 
power to create another government, paramount 
to itiself. It is eq[ually true, that, in nnmeroun 
instances in our history, the people of a Territo- 
ry have, without any previous act of Congress, 
proceeded to call a convention of tho pceipie by 
their delegates ; have formed a State constitu- 
tion, which has been adopted by the people, 
and a State legislature assembled under it, ana 
chosen Senotora to Congress, ond then nave 
proaentfed said constitution to Congress, who has 
approved the same, and received the senatora 
and members of Congress who were chosen un- 
der it before Congress had approved the same. 
Such was the case of Tennessee ; such was the 
case of Michigan, where tho people not only 
formed a State constitution without an act of 
Congress^ but they actually put their State gov- 
ernment mto full operation and passed laws, and 
it was approved by Congress by receiving it as 
a State. The people of Florida formed their 
constitution without any act of Congresa there- 
for, six years before they were admitted into the 
Union. When the people of Arkansas were 
about forming a State constitution without a pre- 
vious act of Congress, in 1835, the territorial 
govemcr applied to the President on the su^ect, 
who referred the matter to tho Attomey-Grerie- 
ral, and his opinion, as then expressed and pub- 
lished, contained tho tbllowing : 

" It is not in the power of the gonoral asoomMy of 
Arlcnasaa to pat<3 any Inw for tho purpose of electiog 
members to a convention to form a Conntitution and 
State government, no? to do any othw act, directly 
nr indirectly, to create such governinent. Bvery sacn 
law, oven though it vore approved by tho goveruor of 
the Territory, would bo null and void ; if passut by 
them notwithstanding bia veto, by a vote of t«iO- 
tbirds of each branch, it would still be equally void." 

He farther decided that it was not rebellious 
or insurrectionary, or oven unlawful, for the 
people peaceably to proceed, eveir-without an 
act of Congress, m forming a constitution, and 
that tho 80 forming a State constitution, and so 
for organizing under the same as to choose tho 
officers necessary for its representation in Con- 
gress, with a view to present the same to Con- 
gress for admission, was a power which fell 
clearly within the right of tho people to assem- 
ble and petition for redress. The people of 
Arkonsas proceeded without an act of Congees, 
and were receii'ed into tho Union accordingly. 
If any rights were derived to the people of Ar- 
kansas from the terms of tho French treaty of 
cession, they equally extended to the people of 
Kansas, it being a part of the same cesuion. 

In this view of the subject, in tho first part of 
August, 1855, a call was published in the public 
papers for a meeting of the citizens of Kansas, 
irreapectivo of party, to meet at Lawrence, in 
said Territory, on the 15th of said Augustj to 
take into consideration the propriety of calling 
a convention of the people ol the whole Territo- 
ry, to consider that subject That meeting was 
held on tho 15th doy of August last, and it pro- 
ceeded to call such convention of delegates to 
be elected, and to assemble at Topeka, in said 
Territory, on tho 19th day of September, 1855, 
not to form a constitution, but to consider the 
propriety of calling, formally, a convention for 
that purpose. Tho proceedings of this meeting 
of tho 15th of August wero as follows : 

Slate ConsSitulifm. 
" tAWKBHOn, Kamsao Tbbritost, 
August IC, 185S. 
" f urauant to a published call, oigaod * Many Oiti- 
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cono.' ' to talte into contstdoratioa tho propriety of 
caUlDg a Territorial convontion, preUmlnnry to tiitf 
i'ormation of a :jtato government, &nd otborBiibjccto 
of public intoroatt' a convontiun of tho citizouo of 
Haucas Territory, irreapectivc of party, mot, and upon 
motion of 0. li Holildaw, Dr. A. Hunting was called to 
tho chair. G. W. Brown, E. D, Ladd, O. fi. Blood, h P. 
£incnln, James Christian, and Dr. 3. D. Barnes elect- 
ed vicfr'presidento, and J, K. Ctoodm, and J. P. Fox, 
Qccretaries. 

" On motion of 3. Hutchinson, esq., a commiitoc of 
five were appointed to prepare buoim-ss for tho conven- 
tion. MeDsrs, Q. W. Smith, 0. K. HolUday, 0. Robin- 
con, John Drown, jr., and A. V. Powell wero chosen 
that committee. 

*• During the absence of the committee, tho conven- 
tion was addressed by Rev. — Lovejoy, Q. W. Brown, J. 
HntcblnHon, and M. P. Conway. Aftor which, Mr. Q. 
W. Smith, chairman, Hubmitted tho following aa tho 
report of tho committoo : 

*' Whereas tho paoplo of Kansas Territory have 
hoen.einco its eottlement, and now are, without any 
law-making power ; threfora, bo it 

Resolved, That we, tho peoplo of Saneoa Territory 
In mass meotlnit aoRemblea, irreapoctlve of party dia> 
tinctionn, influoQced by a common neceEStty, and 
OTcatly desirona of promoting tho common good, do 
neroby call upon ana request alt bmafde. cltiEons of 
Kansas Territory, of whatever political viowa or predi- 
lections, to consult together in their rospectivo elec- 
tion-districts, and In mass convontlon, or otherwise, 
elect three delegates for each representative to which 
each district is entitled in the House of Reprosenta- 
tivea of tho tho legislative aspembly, by proclamation 
of Governor Roedi-r of dato 10th ilarch, 1855 ; said 
d()legatea to asnemble in convention at the town of 
TopeUa, on tho 10th day of September. 1865 , then and 
there to consider and determiao upon all aubjects of 
public interest, a.ai paTticularty upon that having ref- 
erence to the speedy formation of a State constitu- 
tion, with an intention of an Immediate application to 
bo admitted as a State into the Union of the ' United 
States of America.' 

" After tho discussion of the resolution by Mr. 
Steams and others, the report of tho committee waa 
adopted with but one dissenting voice. 

" On motion, it was ordered that the proceedings of 
this convention bo published in the newspapers of tho 
Territory, and Messrs. J. Speer, R, ii. Billot, and 6. 
W. Brown, were appointed a committee to publish and 
circulate the call for tho contention to be hotdeu at 
Topeka. 

" On motion, the convention adjourned sine die. 

" A. HUNTING, President. 
" G. W. Bbowh, 

D liADD, 

O. B. Blood, 
L. P. LihoolN, 
Ja3. OaniSTiAt?, 
3. D. Babmbs, 

Vicc'PreaCdenla, 

«• J. K. GooDtM, 
J. P. Fox, 

Secretariea." 

AffTeeablo to these proceedings, the peoplo of 
tiic difibrent districte aid, as therein recommend- 
edjproceed to appoint delegates to this meeting 
at Topoka, to bo holdon on said 19th day of Sep- 
tember, 1855. The delegates so appointed did 
GQSomble at Topeka on said day, and proceeded 
to consider oaiu subject, and they took the fol- 
lowing proceedings : 

" Froceeding3 of the State Conatitutional Convention, 
. held at T^meka, Kansas Trrtitory, September 10-20, 
1856. 

" Whoroas tho Constitution of the United States 
guarantees to the people of thia republio tho right of 
anaomblicg together In a peacoabta manner for tho 
common good, to ' ostabllah justice, inoure domestic 
tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote 
thogeieralxvelfare, and secure tho blossinga of liber- 
ty to vhomselvea ond their posterity,' and whereas 
tho citieena of Kansas Territory were prevented from 
eiectiog members of alaclslativosembly. In pursuance 
of the proelamalloQ of Governor Recder, on the 30th 
of March Ust, by invading forces from foreign States 
coming into the Territory and forcing upon the peo- 

?ile a legislature of non-residents and others, inimical 
0 tha tatoreats of tho peoplo of Kansas Territory, d6- 
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featlng tho objeot of tho orgaoir. cct, in conpoqncnco 
of v?hich tho Territorial government btfcame a potfeot 
failure, and tho people were loft without any legal 
government until their patlenco has become exhaust- 
ed, and * oudurancQ ceasea to be a virtue ;' and thoy 
are compelled to resort to the only remedy loft— that 
of forming a government for themselvex ; thereforo, 
" Resolved by the people ot Kanaaa Territortf in dele- 

fate convsntion assembled^ Thot an election shall bo 
eld in tU^ several oleciion prscioctoof this Territory 
on tho isecond Taoadayof October next, under tho 
regulations and restrictions hereinafter imposed, for 
membors' of o, convention to form a constitution,' 
adopt & bill of rights for the people of Kansas, and 
take all needful tneaanrcn for orgaDlisiDg a State goT'* 
ernmont preparatory to tho adtmosiouof Kansas into 
the Union as a State. 

" Resolvtd, That the apportionment of delegates to 
said coDToatiou shall bo as follows : two delegates 
for each ropresentativo to which tho people were entl* 
tied in the legislative aeeembly by proclamation of 
Governor Keedor, of date 10th March. 1855. 

" Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed 
by the chair, who shall organize by tho appointment 
of a chairman and secretary. They shall hoep a re- 
cord of their procoedinga, and ahall have the general 
superintendence of the a^Taira of tho Territory so far 
no rogards tho organination of a Stato government, 
which committso shall bo styled ' tho executive com- 
mittee of Kansas Territory.' 

" Resolved, That it shall bo the duty of the execu- 
tive committee of Kanc^ia Territory to advortiee said 
election at least fifteen days beforo the second Tues- 
day of October next; and to appoint throe Judaea 
thereof for each precinct, and the said judges of each 
precinct shall appoint two clerkrt, all of whom shall 
be duly sworn or affirmed to discharge tho duties of 
their respective offlcos impartially, and with fidelity ; 
and they shall bavo power to adminiuter the oath or 
affirmation to each other, and the said judges shall 
open said election at 10 o'clock A. u.. at tne placo 
designated in each precinct by the said executive 
committee, and close the samo at 4 o'clock p. u. And, 
in case any of the officers appointed fail to attend, 
the officer or oillccrs in attendanco shall supply tho 
vacancy or vacancies; and in the event of ail of them 
failing to attend, ten qualified voters shall supply 
their places. And the aald judges shall make out 
duplicate returns of said election, seal up, and trabs- 
mlt one copy of tho same within fire days, to tho 
chairman of the executive committee, to be laid be- 
fore the convention, and they shall, within ten days, 
seal up and hand the other to some member of tho 
executive committee. 

** Resolved, That the chairman of tho cxocntivo com- 
mittoo of Kansas Territory shall annouoco, by pro- 
clamation, tho names of the persons elected delegates 
to the said convcn>;ion ; and in case the returns from 
any precinct should not be completed by that day, as 
soon thereaftor as practicable ; and in case of a tie, a 
new election shall oe ordered by tho executive com- 
mittee, giving five days' notice thereof, by the samo 
olScera who ol3citited at the first election. 

" Resolved, That all white male inhabitants, citizens 
of tho United States, above the age of twenty-oo^ 
years, who have hi^ a bona fide residence in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas for tho epaco of thirty days imme- 
diately preceding the day of said election, shall bo 
entitled to vote mr delegates to said convention ; and 
all whtto nialo inhabitants, citizens of the United 
States, above tho age of twonty-ono years, who bavo 
resided in ihe Territory of Kansas for tho space of 
three months Immediately preceding the Oay of 
election, shall he oliglblo as delegates to said con- 
vention. 

•^Resolved, That If at the time otholding ca'id « lection 
it shall belbconvonient, cn account of Indian hnstili* 
ties or any other «anso whatever that Tiroold disturb 
or prevent tho voters of any election-precinct in the 
Territory from the free and peaceable exercise of tho 
electivo franchise, tho of&cers are hereby authorised 
f o adjourn ^aid election into any other precinct in tho 
Territory, and to any other day thoy may soa proper, 
of tho necessity of which thny shall he the exclusivo 
judges, at which time and placo tho qualified voters 
may cast their votes. 

" Rei!olved, That said convention shall bo held at 
Topoka on the fourth Tuesday of October next, at 12 
o'cioclc, A. li., of that day- 

*' Resolvedi That a majority of said eonvotition shall 
constitute a quoram. and that the said convention shall 
determine upon tho returns and qnalificatiocs of it3 
mmbera, and shall have and oxer-ise all tho rights, 



irt»i»Y iMtdiil mnh rnloH i«'nl riiKi>li«tl(ii«» H» «t>vfliii' 
»>\«'nl ^MMknl^|^)f4l,v tlnncoriiiiw 'tlfum. KiMii'iJnfH.Yiir 
(iMil I'onvHtHntii tli» iiok «i'i«i>mf»|i> oil tU<i tlrtV niniiilnl«i> 
lUorolW, u Um uniiitmt l« himiby «ukU'ii'l»m>> t<» »«• 
>\)Ui'n iVom liny ti) "liv.V. . . ,, 

" Ucmilwit, ilirtH 111 civim of »h« (UiMli, ri'nlnnfttlnn, »»' 
jh)n-ivUoii(li\»uiH til' ntiy iloti'Hrtto olumnn riuiuniiy iIIh- 
Mn of i\w 'IVvrliory, ll>» j»»'«nlit««kor »h« in>u»outh(i> 
dUrtll lnn>«i> liln wilCiinloilntt u now olcoUou, on Hvn 

'•liVonlt'ril, Tlii\t l»« noinrtu nhiklt li« nVitltlua t(» ikni til 
li. t,li<i coovoutlou i\ti m <i»'(<Hiil«ivll<)n <<«««|»«i tlin u«nm- 

of tl>rt ol>ftlnU(\u «»' llio oxiiniillvo nommltlon. iiiil; 
nfliM' tho (->iuv»>t»llon In <i»niinl*iit\, norttn i>my bo cou- 

>' jr;.'«rih-rr<, Tliivt tlin monnnTd of »ho oonvontinu 
n1>i\U « «uiolv«, «n u ftiinin«u«nitliiu Mr Miuli" tiorvloon, tlin 
mm «r tlir«« ilollnf* \mt i\i\y, tHrno i>oUiu« fov 
overy »w»ui» uilli n' tnucl to ftiul from tUo nnmo, nml 
tlu\i'(;oo«roi«« h»ri'«i)ooirHlly mnu'ntoA »o i\ppro|iilrtt(; 
A tmilloiviii (mm to OotVivy tho ucaumrwy i>xii*iiitn'« of 
Bftli) oimvoiitloii. . 

" ttntoMil, TImt on i\w wloptlou of ft Ooii«tltwtloi» 
for S(i\to of Knnni\h, tl>« |ir<'Blilf nt of th«co«v«n- 
tlon kUi»U trMinmlf. mi ixwilumtiwvlcd copy tUorcof to 
thi> IVi'hI.UmU of tho ITudna ^tix»on, to lilio l'ro»lrt«ul 
of tho Sctmto, Mi>» to tlio «'>poi>k«r of Uu) Ilouno of 
Uoi>r«iM'uli(Uvon ; to oiuih mombiir of Ooii«r«Hii, nml 
til tlvo Rovi'Hior of i>ncU of tho npvorftl Btivum 1" tho 
Union ; nml i\<lont »n«h other tnei\muc« m will miomo 
to th« pooiiKi of Knnnfti* tho tl«l»t» m\A prlvlh'go of ft 

" On motion, tho committee on mhlrcBn wns vosioa 
^Ith nwthority to notify tho p«opl« of the jovorftl 
dlnttliitu of tho Territory of tho oonilnn olootlon, by 
hMnlbllln, public nJilrcRDoe, mh'I otherwiao m tuoy uiny 
thltitt p^>per. . ..^ _ , . 

" Tim TorrUorlivl cxocuMvo commlttdo \vi\B ftppolut- 
»(t hv tho cbair, connistliin of tho loHowtnR poramiB. 
J, If. Uno. 0. K. UolU<4«y, M. J. Pftrrott, l". 0. 
8chnyU>r «. W. i'nilth, O. W. Brown, nnU J. K 
Qooitin. » , , II 

"On motion, tho proccodlnga of thin convention 
WCTO onlcroJ to be published In all tho papers of tho 

»• \ Toto of OmnVa w/»s paisaod to tho presWont fttid 
oftlcprs of tho <!>nTontlon. 

" Ailjonmovl, vSth three onthunlMtio cheers for luo 
new gotxirnmcnt of Kftnsns. .. . 

«• WM. y. R0BEUT8, JP««Kien». , 

J. H. NKfiniTT, 

»L W. DEl AHlkY, 

SecTctnries." 

" COSSTITtnONAt. PBOOLAMATIOJf. 

*' To the Ltgal Voters of Kansas: 

"Whereas the TerritnTial gnverament, as now cnn- 
Btitnted for Kansss. has proved ft failure--sauatter 
Bowreiffnty u^d^r iti vforkings a miserable delusion, 
in proof of which it is onlv necessary to refer to our 
tvaai history and our prea w» deplorable condition, our 
i»not-boxes h»nre lie^n -fitien possession of by bands 
©farmed in<-n from foreign State* -our people forcibly 
driven therefrom— {fcreona attempting^ to bo foisted 
Bpon n« as members of a so-called leRislatura. unac- 
fluftintcd with our wants, and hostile to our best 
intereats- some of them never resident of our Ter- 
ritory— misnamed ;a»fs psssed. and now attempting to 
be enforced by the aid of citiseng of foreign States of 
the tno't oppresjive. tyrannical, and Insulting charac- 
ter-the riffht of snJfrage taken from us— debarred 
from the p.Svilfge of a Toice in the election of oven 
the most inMgnifioant ofiicers-the right of free ppeech 
Btified-the mnzzling of the press attempted ; and 
wiereas longer forbearance with «ach oppreMion and 
trranny has ceased to be a virtue; an-t whereas the 
MoplB of this country have heretofore eiewiBsd the 
iTeht of changing their form of government when U 
Wme opprelsive,and have at all times conceded this 
riir»'t to the people in this and aU other governments j 
whereas a Territorial form of government is un- 
Vnown to the Constitation, and is the mere creature 
cf BKiessity awaiting the action of the people ; and 
rrlJsreaB ihe dsb^sing chsract^r of the slavery which 
BOW involves us impels to action, and leaves us as the 
onlv leeal and peaeefnll alternative the immediate 
tstaWishment of » Stale goTemment ; and whereas 
«be orgwiic act fails in pointing oat the course to be 
«ax)jted ia an emergency XiJte oura Therefore you 



hi'»r/in\»nNtni1 to innoti ivfi yoiirnnvoral iirooliintu In tiniA , 
Tnrrltiirv > h»i «ilinf tm- nii>nl,lnni 0 . tin \\w ni eoml 'I'nwtj 
(liiy (if Ooliibiir uo»i. It IhiImk tho tilnih d(»y of imld, 
iiioiitli, nuil thciv mid thnrn entilydiirbiiHotn lor m^nv- 
lii'iN of Ik «imvi«iilUiu, lo moot tit Tnptil.u on (In; loiu tU 
Tuii'diiy III Ooiolivr 'iHi.xt, ti. toiin it OoiinlUnlloM. 
ndtipt III bill of riKlitn lor tho piiiipln of Jviiii»iitn, nu«t 
tiitti ull lUMidful niiiiMiuinn for onimiliilnH it HfiUo K»»' 
(iniuii'iit priipnriitiirjr to tho niluilHHltin of Kiuinmi into 
tho Union ivn n Btnto, 

•'iV(«(;<!«/<i»' VMn, 
^Vl'«f fircUon-ilhlnet - fiuwioiiiiA prooluot, «t tho 
oflloi) of John HntoUltir.oii, In I.nwiiiiioi). ''''"l""* 
iiri flliuit, M, the hoiiMo of J, II. Alilmti. In lllanto n. 
klmvrn preuliiDt, ivt tho lioimo of U. llituhiUlow, In 
Vuliny»it--Wiilmrmift ilvor tho dlvldliiB lino biitwouu 
thu tvvii Di'onlnutit, . , . 

•I Snr.nnd fl/i!()(i(i»i-(»it/> '''<.--l»l<'<>i"li>«t'''» prnolnoli, 
houno of UiurlMon lliunon, on tho Wftkuriiflii. 
nloln iirooliict, houim of 3. 3. Ormiinor, Kimt DohkIuh. 

<• mill oJ«dfc)»(/l^ii<rt<!/.-T»|ii'U* pfooliioti, iioniio 
of ir, W. Oilon. TopoUrt. Illg BpriiirtB niooliiot, ixt tho 
honne of Wosloy Kront, In Wu"bliiKfoM 'louum»bn 



nroelMot, ftt tho liousrt of Mr. UhhhIiumI. In 'riMjiimHoh. 

" thuvth ore(!<t«(i-(/f(i(n'cr.— Willow KprliigK nreolnot, 
nt Ihu houno of Dr. Ohapmitn, on tho Jtiuitu I'o rond, 

*'n!i'«IJi"ft*'oJfc<ion.i».i«r«Vf.--lhili-Orn«k proolnnl, nt 
tho houno of iliintlsto I'oorlti, on Potiiiwatomlo- 
Oroi'k. I'ottmvntoinlo preoliiot, nt tho Iiohho of Honrr 
Shernnin. ')HJiwnttnnil« pncliiot, ftt tho houno of 
Wm. HuKhoa. In Osiitvattumli'. Hljj BMBar-Croek 
proolnct, ftt tho Iiouho of I' lljnh Tucker, nt ol. I'ottft- 
wfttomlo MiRnlon. I.lttlo 8u«Rr-Cn>ik prerlnot, nt 
tho honno of iBftno 8t»oUton. Neosho proolnot, ftt tho 
Btoroof llnmllton Smith, In Noiinlio. lliimpdiin pro- 
olnot. ftt thu hoHBo of W. A. Kin, In Hiimpden 

" fiixlh etrctton-dMrM.—Vott i^oott proclpn*, at tho 
houso of Mr. Johnson, or n snltnblo building in Fort 
8oott. finott'a Town vroclnot, ut tho houBO of Mr. 

c/cc/ion-(Ji«rM"c<.-TltuH nroolnct, nt tho 
housrt of J. 11. Titus, on tho Snnta roiid. 

" Eiehth c/cc/ior«-(/i«'m'f.— Counnll Grovo prcc not, 
nt Council tjiovo Mission IIouso. Waubonsa procinot, 
at Bomo Bultftblo building in Wftubonsa. Mlll-Orook 
proolnot, nt tho house of O. B. Hohuncok, ori Mill- 
Greek. Ashland precinct, at the house of Mr. Adomi", 

in Ashland. , . v_ 

Ninth i;lectiiin-<li3tricl.~Vi>,wnoe precinct, at W« 
don and Shaw's store. In Pawnee. 

Tenth eleclion-tliBtrM.~n\g Bine nroclnct, ftt tho 
houBO of S. D. Dyer, lo Junlatts. Mock Crook pve- 
olnot. nt the houRo of Robert Wilson. , 

■• Eleventh e/ecltondis/iic*.— Vermillion precinct, at 
tho hou-^o of John Schmidt, on Vermillion branch of 

JVie/rtA eUclion-diatrict.—SK Mary's precinct, at 
the house of B. F. Bertrand. Silver Lake precinct, at 
the house of Joseph Iieframbois. „ , ^ 

" Thirteenth e/ecaon-rfis/nc/.-HickOTy Point pre- 
cinct, at the house of Charleo Hardt Falls precinct, 
at tho houae of 'Mill Company,' at Grass-hoppur 

^^^^Fourtemth eilec/ion-dwrric/.— Bur-Oak precinct, at 
the house of Benjamin Harding. Doniphan precinct, 
(including part of the 15th district to Walnut-Creek), 
at the house of Dr. G. A. Cutler, in Doniphan. Wolf 
river precinct, at the house of Aaron Lewis^ 

"Fifteenth elec/mn-d«s<rfc«. - Walnut-Creek pre- 
cinct (south Walnut-Creek), at the house of Charlea 

Havs, on Military road. . t 

'•Sixteenth e/er/fon-disfricf.— Leavenworth precinct, 
at tho store of Thomas Doyle, in Leavenworth City. 
Eaaton precinct, at the house of Ihomas A. Maynard, 
on atranger-Oreek. Wyandot precinct, at the conn- 
cil-honsefin Wyandot City. Bidge precinct, at the 
house of Wm. Pennock. . i * 

" Seventeenth eter/ion-dwrnel.— Mission precinot, at 
the Baptist Mii-sion-building. Wnkarusa precinct, n6 
the Btore of Paschal Fish. „ „. , 

" Eighteenth e/«c<«on-di«fric<.-CalIfornia precinct, 
at tho house of W. W. Moore, on the St. Joseph and 
California road. 

IKSTBDCTIOS TO JtJDCns OF BI.ECTIOK. 

" Tho three judges will provide for each poll, ballot- 
boxes for depositing the ballots cast by electors ; shall 
Snt two clerks, oil of whom shall be sworn or af- 
fi"ra to discharge the duties of their respective offices 
1 impartially and with fidelity; and tho judges and 



THIJ K.AN,SAH-Wl';i>li 

ffllotim (ilmlllwvrt ii(»woi"t<tn(lmlnlntorUmo(vl{»oirnnir- 
liin.Miim t(M<ir.(ill ollinr) itiiil tita mnlil Juil)((in nlinll 0|i«>t 

rHM AUtntlnii iKt lOoNilduk 11,111., lUtlui pliuio iloHljtiiivtflil 
II a'loh l),V tlMioV(iiiiUlvnooiiiiiiUlaoo(nivtinnfl 

V,'Mriil.<ii',y, mill uloMO tlui niiinn lu i o'uliMik |i. iii. luoiuo 
niiy Mi'Uin iilUiiiun ii.|ipiitiitnil riill to uttomi, Urn <>(Uour uv 
ttnuKim lu i«ttiiiiiliuii)o nhitll miimily tlivlr (ilnuivi. Anil 
tho itniit Jt><il|(imnli«ll iiinliooiit iViiiilliiiitoriituriinof mild 
«lc()t|i>iu m*Hl ii|i luiil tiniiHiiiil: oiMi (iii)iy ot tlin nitnui 
Tvltlilii llvii (liiyn to tliiD nlinlrinnit of tlut (maciillvo 
coiniulttiio to liii liilil lioforo tlio coiivoiitliiiii ii>ii<t tUoy 
ntiiill wlliilu tdii (liiyN noal up nnd liiiiiil tlio ollioi' to 
floiiio iiioiiilior iir tliii niild t-HOi'iitlvo votiimltllvo. If lit 
tiui tliiKMtf hiililliii; mvid (iloutloti ItnUiill bnliicuiivoiil- 
ciiit <>n nniiiiuiitor iiiillnii luiHMIIttoii,or my otlmr oiiiino 
'^Yhatov^r, tlint woiilil ill«itiub or iir«v<ii>t ttin vottim 
«(' Any olooKiiil-iii'ocliint In tlio 'I'mitoi'V Ironi tho fniii 
mid iiiiitc.i'alilo vkoi'vIno of Iho tilrotlvu frniinlil'in, tho 
,«l4ain'N ni'« huivby itiitlioiUod to luljoiirii nnid otoulUm 
into nny oMtor |irauliioi In tho Torrltory, und to nny 
utluir day timy may m\v pr(i|ior, of tlio uuvvnnlty itt 
Tvliluh titoy oIjihII Iki tho oxuIiinIvo J(i(l|{<in, nt wMoh 
tima and plaoo tho qunllflud votorn may onnt thuh' 
votuf). 

QUALICUUTIOM OV VOTHIW, HTO, 

" AH whito mnlo Inhabltnntn, oltiiionn of tho United 
fltntoH, or who havo dcoliirud tholr iiitontlonn, liuforo 
tho propor autliorltlcn, to bocomo Hiinh, iibovo tho nj?« 
of twontvotio yi-arn, who havo had v, bona lldc renl- 
dnnoo In tho Torrltury for tho npaco of tiilrty dnyn 
imtno'llattily praaodtii|; tho day of tho tinid olnollon, 
ohatl bo oiiUthid to voto for doioKatoa to »ald convon- 
t(on; nnd all whIto inalo Inhiittitaiitn, citlxunii of tho 
Unttod UtAti'B, ubovo tho ai(o of twunty-ono yoam, who 
liavo had n bona fide roKidvricc In the Torrltory of Kan« 
nnH for tho Rimoo of throo nionthn linmodlatoly pro- 
Qodlng tho (fay of oluctlon, ohnll bo eligible m Uolo- 
gatOA to naid couvontlon. 

" APPOnTtONMBHT. 

" Tho apportionment of deifgatcs to said convention 
f/hnll bu iM follovrn : Ttvo dologatos for onch roprooent- 
Atlvo to whiuii ihn pcoiilo wvro entitled in tfao logi«- 
IbtWo uHRomtily, by proclamation of Clovornor Kotidor 
Of date March 10 \m. 

"It Is confidontly buliovrd that tho people of Kan- 
Ban aro fully iillvo to tho Importance of the stop thoy 
Are ab( ut to tatto in disenthralling tbemaolvcfi from the 
slavorv which U now lettering tbom; and the squat- 
tera of Kunsua are oarncBl'ly rcqiioatod to be at iheir 
.flovoral poll* on tho day above <ICHlgnated, See that 
thorobe no illegal votes cnot, and that every ballot re- 
ceived be in accordance with your choice ior delegate 
to the constitution il convention, and have all the 
.regulations and restrictions carried out. 

" Tho plan proponed in tho proclamation, to govern 
you fn the election, has been adopted after mature 
deliberation, and, if adhered to by you, will result in 
establishing InEannas an independpct government that 
iRilt be admitted into our beloved Voion aaa novereij^n 
State, securing to our people the liberty they have 
heretofore enjoyed, and which has been so ruthlessly 
wrested from tbera by reckless inva.deni. 

" By order of the executive committee of Kansas 
Territory, 

"J. H. LANE, Chairman, 
" 3. E. GooDiR, Secretary," 

Delegates were elected ogreeubly to the pro- 
clamation BO isened, and they met at Topcka on 
the fourth Tuesduy in October, 1855, ana formed 
a constitution, which was submilted to the peo- 

E]e, and was ratified by thom by vote in the dia- 
'icta. An election of State officers and members 
of the State legislature has been had, arid a rep- 
resentativo to Congress elected, and it is intend- 
ed to proceed to the election of senators, with the 
view to present the same, with the constitution, 
to.ConeresB foi- admission into the Union. 

What ever, views individuals may at times, or 
in meetings, have expressed, and whatever ulti- 
mate determination may have been entertained 
in the result of being spurnp-' by Congress, and 
refused redress, is now entirely immaterial. 
That cannot condemn or give character to the 
proceedings thvs far pursued.. 

Many may have honestly believed usurpation 
could make no law, and that if Congress made 
»0 fuxther provisions they were well justified 



la foimliiff ft I(iwfol'' lhfn»vinlvorij hnt, it l« not 
now iioncnnnry tn conaildi^r that inatkir, iiii it in io 
bo liopoil (hut CongroMfi will not limvo ihwtn U* 
nucli <i iitjccrtrtlly. 

TImii fill', thin cfl'ort of Iho poonlo for rodroMrt !« 
jioiKnifiil, (iiiiiiidtutioiiiil, im[ ri/ciit. WliolliM' It 
will mtonoiiil, r4)ntM with (jongrmui to dotonniuoi 
but iiUm it in tliikt It itliould tint bo iilot nnd do- 
iiotiiiond nil rovolutlouary, vobvllloiiH, limurroo- 
tlonary, or unlawful, nor docn It call fororJuitiKV 
till) dxorolro of nny forco by nny d<ii)<irlnu)iit oi 
(bid (jovoiiunout to chook or control It. 

It now bocoiMon proiior to Inquire what dliottld 
bo doud Ijy (JonnniHii ; for w() nvo iuformcil by 
tho I'loddiiut, In Mub<i/inn<!0, that ho linn no powor 
to (lonodt n uiiiirjintioii, nnd tlint tho liv^vii, mm 
tli(iii({h niiido by umirpi d authority, nnutt !)0 by 
lilin enforced and executed, ovoii with lullitury 
forco, Tlio moafitiroit of rotlrcim ishoiild bo au- 
pllod to tho truo onuno of Iho dlfflctilty. Thi« 
obvlounly lion in tho rotiont of the cluuiio for fr<?u- 
(lorn in ilio act of IHW, nnd (horoforu tlio Iruo 
roinody Hon in thoonliro rcjionl of tho not of IB.'it, 
which otTocled It. lA>t (lila be dono with frank- 
ncim and inngnaniinity, and Kaannn bo organized 
anow, no a Froo Territory, ond all will ho put 
right. 

Jlut, If CongroHB inoiHt on procooding with Iho 
oxiioriniotit, thou doclaro all tho actl<»n by tlila 
Hpurioufl, foreign IcgiBlntivo asiwrnbly ultcrlj; irv 
oporatlvo and void, ond direct a reorgmiizntton, 
providing proper safeguard for Jcgnl voting ond 
against loroign forco. 

There h, however, another way to p'itjrn*nd 
to all this trouble there, and in tho nation, with- 
outrolrncing atojio or continuing violonoo, or by 
forco compelling obedience to tyrannical laws 
mttdo by foreign force ; ond that is, by admitting 
that Territory as o State, with her free constitu- 
tion. Truo, mdccd, her numbers ore not mtch as 
gives her o right to demand odmisHion, being, as 
the ProHident informs uh, probably only about 
twenty-five thousand, Tho Constitution fixes m 
number os necessary, and the importance of note 
settling this question may well juBfify Congrcea 
in admitting tliis os a State, at this time, especi- 
ally OS we have good reason to believe that, i? 
admitted as a State, and controversy ended, it 
will immediately fill up with a numerous and 
successful population. 

At any rate, it seems impossible to believe that 
Congress is to leave that people without redcess, 
to have enforced upon them oy thi5 army of the 
nation these measures and laws of violence and 
oppression. Are they to be dragooned into sub- 
mission? Is that on experiment pleasant to 
execute on our own free people 7 

The troa character of this transaction is matter 
of extensive notoriety. Its essential features ar« 
too obvious to allow of any sccccssfhl disguise 
or palliation, however complicated or ingenious 
may be the statements, or however special the 
pleadings, for that purpose. The case requires 
some quieting, kind, and prudent treatment by 
the hand of Congress to do justice and satisfy the 
natioa. The peopk) of this country are peaceful- 
ly relying on Congress to provide the competent 
measures of redress which they hove the un- 
doubted power to administer. 

The Attorney-General, in the case of Aikansas, 
says : " Congress may at pleasure repeal or 
modify the laws passed by the territoriai l^sIO" 
ture, and may at any time abrogate and r«uodel 
the legislature itself, and all uie other departs 
ments of the territorial government'" 

Treating this ^evoncein Kansas with inge' 
nions excuses, with neglect or contempt, orridmg 
over tho oppressed with en army, and diagooniux 
them into submii^ion, will make no satisfactory 
termination. Party success rosy at times be 
temporarily secnisd by adroit devices, ^auKbie 



ionnt lu'ouoi'vnltou of thin IJiiUvit mn ho miuiitnlu- 
jad onljr hy fi'Hn|(iiiciiv «ml iot*nrU.y. tluallnojuuy 
lio dlotttou whoro it (Mmht lo bo grnntod i powor 



txnw ptirpotuikto thill voiuodnuo whioh vlolonoo 
HiHl wDwriHitioH l.avo proihuuul ( Iho siuljnimtlon 
of whito u'ooinoii inny lio JiooonHiiry, thnt Afrtonu 



IJlavoiy Jiiny Huoooou ; but (uuth n coiuiio iiuinl 
notbooxpcotod t(» imuiuoo itonoo mul nntlmfwollon 
Jn.our o«unt»"y,ao loiiK nonio pooplo rotnin my 
pn'opor aoutlinoutof jutitioo, liborty, luid Ikw. 

J. Coiir.AMKR. 



It 18 not poflaiblo, within tho limita pro- 
iBcribwl for thia vohuno, to givo n full nio 
coimt of tho dobatcs unci nrocecdinga in tho 

Srcaout Congress with rowtion to Kavmna. 
ulllco it thftt, on tho lJ)th of Murcli, tI»o 
HoiiBO wn3 brought to a vote on tho propo- 
sition of tho tfomwittco of Elcc )8, to 
empower enid Committee to Bond to xt^ansus 
for porsonB and papers, modiiicd, on motion 
of Mr. Dunn of Indiana, with the assent of 
Baid Committee, so as to read aa follows r 

'• ItcBolvcd, Tlint a Committoo of thrco o'' tho 
inoinhorB of thia liouee, to bo appointed by tho 
jSponltor, ehoU proceed to inquiro into ond ooUcot 
ovidonoo in regard to tlio troubles in Kaneas 
gonornlly, and particularly in regordto ony fraud 
or forco attempted or praotiocu in rofcrenco to 
my o^ tho elections which have taken plueo in 
Sttid Territory, either under tho law organizing 
8oid Territory, or under ony protended law which 
may bo allogea to havo token effoot thero since. 
That they snail fully investigate and take proof 
of all violent and tumultuous proceedings in i ..id 
Territory, at uny time sinco the passage of tho 
Kansas-JNebraBKa net, whether engaged in by 
the residents of said Territory, or by any person 
or persons from elsewhere going into said Terri- 
tory, and doing, or encourogin;]' others to do, any 
act of violence or public dislurbanco against the 
laws of the United States, or tho rights, peace, 
and safety of the residents of said Territory ; and, 
for that purpose, said Committee shall have full 
power to send for, and exomine, and take copies 
of, all Buoh papers, public records, and proceed- 
ings, as ia tbeur judgment will be useful in the 
premises ; and also, to send for jpersons and exam- 
me them on oath, or afiSnnation, as to matters 
within their knowledge, touching the matters of 
said investigation ; and said Committee, by their 
Chairman, shall have power to administer all 
necessary oaths or afBnnations connected with 
their aforesaid duties. 

" Resolved further. That said Committee may 
hold their investigationa at such places and times 
68 to them may seem advisable, and that they 
have leave of abseuce from tho duties of this 
House until they shell havo completed such in- 
vestigation. That they be authorized to em- 
ploy one or more clerks, and one or more as- 
sistant sergeante-at-arms, to aid them in their 
investigation; and may administer to them an 
oath, or affirmation, faithfully to perform the 
duties assigned to them, respectively, and to keep 
secret all matters which may come to their know- 
ledge torching such investigation, as said Com- 
tnittee may direct, until Uie lieport of the same 
shall be submitted to this House ; and said Com- 
mittee may disobazge any such clerk, or assistant 
serjeant-at-arms, for neglect of duty or disregard 
of instractions in the premises^ «nd,enipIoy otners 
^nder like regulations. 

" Resolved further. That if any person shall, in 
«uiy manner, obstruct or hinder said Committee, 
or attempt to do so, in their said investigation 



or (slinll rofuno 1» nttond on iinid C^ommUtoo, nwl 
to ({ivo 4)vI(loni!io, when nnnuuouud for that piir- 
porto. <)r nhnll rofuno to produce any pniKir, bool^, 
pul)l),o rooord, or luodcodliifir, la their p«Bn<\(iiiloiii 
hv control, to nifjid Coiiunlttco, when so rtinuiroil, 
or nhoU nifiUo any diDturhnuco whcio mm Co«n- 
tnlttco in [nrol holdinu; th<a\r iiittin(!rii,naid Ooininlt- 
too may, if tlioy nco flt, oauno oi»y such pmon to 
bo nrroMto'l by naid nnitiotnnt ocrgcant-at annn, 
nnd brought t)«iforo thin Hoiuio, to bo duitU with 
...1 for contcinnt. 

" licHolvcd further, Thot, for tho purpono of 
dofrayim; tho oxpc^inon of said CoinuiUuiion; thwo 
bo, and lioroby in. npproprialjcd tho nuwn of ^oju 
thouiiaiid dollara, to bo pnid out of tho ooutiugont 
fund of thia House. 

" Itcfwlvcd further, Thnt tho Prceiilont of tho 
United Stoton bo, niul in hereby, rccpioBlod to 
funiluh to nttid Cominittoo, nhoula thoy ho mot 
with ony sorioue oppouition by bodien of lawlooa 
men in tho dioohargo of thoir dution aforesaid, 
such aid from any military forco on may at tho 
time bo convenient to tlioni, as may bo ncooBBnry 
to romovo such opposition, ond cnablo said Com- 
mittee, without moloatation, to proceed with thou* 
labors. 

" Resolved further, Thnt when soid Conimitteo 
shall have completed said invoutigation, thoy 
report all tho oviuonco so coUoctod to this Houso. 

This proposition the Houso adoptcd-r- 
Yeas 101 ; Nays 93 — as follows : 

YEAS — For the proposed Investigation: 

Maine— Samuel P. Benson, Ebonczor Knowl- 
ton, Israel Washburn, Jr. — 3. 

New-Hampsiure— Aoron H. Cragin, Jojdics 
Pike— 2. 

MAasACHVSETTS—Jamca Buifiuton, Anson 
Burlingamo, Calvin C. Chaffee,.Linus B. Comins, 
Williom S. Damrell, Timothy Diivis, llobert 
B, Hall, Chauncoy L. Knapp, Mark Trafton 
— 

Rhode Island— Nathoniel B. Durfeer—l. 

Connecticut— Earu Clark, Jr., Sidney Dean, 
William W. Welch, John WoodrufiT— 4. 

Vermont — James Meacham, Justin S. Mor- 
rill— a. 

New-York— Henry Bennett, Bayard Clarke, 
Samuel Dickson, Edward Dodd. Brands S. Ed- 
wards, Thomas T. Flagler, William A. Gilbert, 
Amos P. Granger, Solomon Q, Haven, Thomas 
B. Horton, Jonas A. Hughston, William H. Kel- 
sey, Bufns H. King, Orsamus B. Matteson, 
Andrew Z. McCarty, Killian Miller, Edwin B. 
Morgan, Ambrose S. Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
John M. Parker, Beiyamin Pringle, Busseli 
Sage, George A. Simmons, Francis JS. Spinner, 
James S. T. Stranahan, Abram Wakemsn — 
26. 

New-Jerset- Isaiah D. Clawson, James 
Bishop, George R. Bobbins— 3. 

Pennsylvania— John Allison, David Bab- 
clay, Samuel C, Bradshaw, James fi. Camp- 
bell, John Covode, John Dick, John S. EdiQ, 
Gaiusha A. Grow, John Hickmah, Jonathan 
Knight, David Bitohie, Anthony £. Boberts, 
Job B. Tyson, Lemuel Todd— 14. 

Ohio— Edward Ball, Philemon Bliss, Lewis 
>D. Campbell, Timothy C. Day, Jonas B. Emrie, 
Samuel Gallowinr, Joshua B. Giddings, Aaron 
Harlan, John Scott Harrison, Valentine B. 
Horton, Benjamin P. Leiter, Oscar F. Moore, 
Bichara Mott, Matthias H. Nichols, WiliiamB. 
Sapp, John Sherman, Edward Wade, Cooper %. 
Watson — 18. 

Indiana— Luoien Barbour, Samuel Brentpn, 
Schuyler Colfax, William Cumback, Oeorge O. 
Dunn, Daniel Mace, John U. Pettit, Harvey J}, 

Illinois— James Enox, Jesse O. Norton, 



flliomuiAN— W|lHiim A. Howttrd, %h\v\H 
WnUtrl<%o, HoiH'y Wnldrou -;). 

WincoNHiN-— Curvrlcu IiiUin{{Uurnt, OudwulU- 
iflor 0. WiMiUburiic-'^. 

Iowa— Amninxurt C, Um.i., Jnum 'Jl'horJim- 

Totftl Ycua, 101. 

' NA YS — Against the InvRittgnHQn : 

JlflAiNK— Thomnn J. D. Vulloiv-l. 

Otuku Nkw-Enoi,a.ni) HxATno—iVonc. 

!N«w-Youic-JoUn KoUy, William W. Val^, 
John Whoclor, Thomaa It. Whitney' ~^. 

Nkw-Jkuijkv— Gcorgo Yail— I. 

Pi!;NN8yt,VAWiA--,7oh« C(uhvulH<lor,Tlio2nnBU. 
Moronco, J. Ohuioy Jonoo— 3, 

0«io~JVir/nc. yviBConaw—Notti;. 

iNbiANA— WUUftm H. EngV<8l>, Smith Miller 

MiciiioA^f— Qcorgo W. Pock— 1. 

II.MN018— Jftmca C. Allen, Thomas L. Hftirla, 
Sainitol 8. Monihftll, William A. lUohaiidoon— 
'J. 

CALiFonNiA— Phllonaon T. Horbort-^1. 

JiiWAr-NonC. 

Total from Free ^tato, 17. 
Dui-AWAnK—JVomr. 

MAnYLAND—Thoinaa F. Bowio, Henry W. 
Davis, Henry W. Hoffman, J. Morrison Har- 
rie, James B. Ricaud, ieimaa A. Stewart— -6. 

YiRQiNiA—ThomaB S. Bocock, Jotm S. Car- 
lisle, John S. Cnskie, Henry A. Edmnndson, 
Charles J. Faulkner, William O. Goodo, Zode- 
kiah Kidwell, John Leteher, Fayette MoKulIon, 
John 8. Millson, Paulus Powell, Williom Smith 
—12. 

North Caroi/INa— Louis O'B. Branch, Thom- 
aa L. Cliugman, Burton Croige, Robert T. 
Paine, Thomaa BufBn, Warren Winslow — 6. 

South Carolina— William Aiken, WilUam 
W. Boyce, Preston S. Brooke, John McQaeen, 
James L. Orr— 5. 

Georoia— Howell Cobb, Martin J. Crawford, 
John H. Lumpkin, Jamea L. Seward, Alex. H. 
Stephens, Robert P. JWppe, Hiram Warner— 

Alabama— W. R. W. Cobb, James F, Dow- 
dell, Sampson W. Harris, George S. Houston, 
Eli S. Shorter, William R. Smith, Percy Walker 

Mississippi—Hendley S.Bennett, WiUiamA. 
X,aX;e, John A. Quitman — 3. 

LovtsiANA— ThoB. G. Davidson, George Em- 
tie, Jr., John M. Sandidge, Miles Taylor — 4. 

Florida— Augustus JB. Maxwell— 1. 

Texas— Peter H. Bell, Lemuel D. EvanB-~% 

Kentucky— Henry C. Burnett, John P. 
Campbell, Leander M. Cox, John M. Elliot, 
Alex. K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samvd 
F. Sworn, Albert G. Talbott, William, L. Under- 
wood — 9. 

Tennessee— George W. Jones, Charles Ready, 
John H. Savage, Samuel A. Smith, William H, 
Sneed, Albert G- Watkins, John V. Wright, 
Felix K. ZollicofferS. 

Missouri— Samuel <2anithers, Lutkar M, 
Kenmtt. James J. LindJey, Mordecai Oliver, 
John 8. Phelps, GaohtxBt Porter— 6. 

Arkansas— JViwic. 

[Pillmqre meu in Jtalica; Bnohanan men voting 
7ea in suall capitals ; Anti-Nebraska Yeas ^wX 
Buobanaa Nays in Bomao.] 

So the resdlation prevailed, and Messrs. 
Wii/LiAM A. Howard of Michigan, Johk 
Shekman of Ohio, and Mohdecai Outer 



of MiofjOMi'il, jv^ro appointed thii OommHIc^) 
of luvcHtigwtioH th«x*<)i»y requircil. 

ThoBO gcutlomon procc<«l(ud to ICannac), 
ai^ Bj)6i\ti Bovoriil wei)kn thovo in taking 
tiinor)iy m to the dectionn, etc., had 
tttkcu vhw in that Tcrritoxy. The f«sti- 
mony thua taken forma a volume of noayly 
twelv6 hundred large nnd clotjoly-printea 
pttgcfl, the fluhatance of which \im fiumtinod 
up on their return by the majoril v (Mcnara. 
Howard nnd Slicrman), in the folfowing 

KBPOKT ON THE 01ITKAGE3 IM 
KANSAS. 

A journal of procoodinj^a, Inoluding sundry com- 
muniontions inndo to ond by the Commitloo 
was kept, n copy of which ia herewith oubniUtod. 
Tho toatlmony aloo in horowith subiniiletil ; a 
copy of it haa boon made and orrnngod, not jw- 
coming to the order in which it woo token, but <jo 
ail to iircBont, na oloarly aa possible, n oonsoGU- 
tivo liifltory of oventa m tho Territory, from \\n 
organisation to tho 19th day of March, A. ». 
1856. 

Your Committee doom it their duty to etoto, pi 
briefly ns poBsiblo, 1io principal facta proven be- 
fore them. When tho not to organize tho Ter- 
ritory of Kansas wo« poHsed on day af 

May, 1854,, tho groator portion of ita oaatorn bor- 
ler wna inoludod in Indian resorvationa not open 
for BOtUement, and there were but fow white spt- 
tlera in any portion of the Territory. Ita Indian 
population was rapidly decreasing, while moay 
emigrants from different parts of our country weno 
anxiously waiting the extinction of the Indiojj 
title, nnd tho cstabliahmcnt of a Territorial Gov- 
ernment, to seek new homes in its fertile prai- 
ries. It cannot be doubted that if its condition 
OS a free Territory hud been left undistUi-bed 
by Congress ita sottlement would have been 
rapid, poaeeful, and prosperous. Its climate, 
soil, and its easy access to the older settlements 
would have made it the favored course for the 
tide of emigration constantly flowing to the West, 
and by this time it would have been admitted 
into the Union aa a Free State, without the least 
sectional excitement. If so organized, pone but 
the kindest feeling could have existed between it 
and the adjoining State. Their mutud interest 
and intercourse, instead of, aa bow, endangering 
the harmony of the .Union, would have strength- 
ened the ties of national brotherhood. The tes- 
timony clearly showe, ^at before tho proposition 
to repeal the Misaonri Compromise was intro* 
dnced into Congress, the people of western Mis- 
souri appeared indifferent to the prohibition 
Slavery in the Territory, and neither a^ed nor 
desired its repeal.' 

When, however, the prohibition was removed 
by the aetion of Congress, the aspect of oSaiira 
euturely changed. T£e whole countiy wiasa^- 
tatfid, Dy the reopening of a controversy which 
conservative men in dinerent sections hoped luul 
been settled, in every State and Territory, ,!^ 
some law ^)ej;ond the danger of repeal. The ex- 
citement which has always accompanied the 
dtsoussion of the Slavery question was greatly in- 
creased, by the hope on the one hand of extend- 
ing Slavery into a region from which it had been 
excluded by law, ondoh the other by a sense ^ 
wrong dune by what was regarded as a diahoner 
of a national compact. This excitement was natu- 
rally transferred into the border countiy of 
Missouri and the Territory as settlers favoring 
free or Slave institutions moved into it. A new 
difficulty soon ocourrBd. Different oonstmctionB 
^ere put upon the organic law. It was contend- 
ed by the one party that the right to bold Slanre^ 
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'in &a Territory existed, and that neither tho peo- 
ple nor the Tomtoiiiil Legislature could prohibit 
fclaveiy — that that power wag. alone possessed by 
lI;.o people wheji they were authorized to form a 
State government. It wmi contended that tho 
removal of tho restriction ■v^^tually (^stabliehcd 
Slnvei-y in tho Territory. Thia claim was urged 
by . many prominent men in westo-n Missouri, 
Who netively engaged in the affaira of the Tem- 
tory, Every movement, of whatever character, 
wh'eh tended to establish free institutions, was 
regarded as an interference with their rights. 

Within ft few days after the organic ; law pass- 
ed, and as soon na its passage could be known 
on the border, loading citizens of Missouri, cross- 
ed into the Territory, held squatter meetings and 
then returned to their homes. Among their reso- 
lutions are the following : 

" That we will afford proiection.to no Abolitionist as 
a settlor of thia Territory." 

" That Wo recognize tno institntion of Slavery as al- 
ready oxi«ting in this Territory, and advise slavohold- 
•ors to introduce their property as early as potoible." 

. Similar resolutions were passed in various 
parts of the Territory, and by meetings in seve- 
.al counties of Missouri. Thus the first effect 
of the repeal of the restriction against Slavery 
was to substitute tho resolves of squatter meet- 
ings, composed almost exclusively of citizens of 
a smgle State, for the deliberate action of Con- 
gressj acquiesced in for thirty-five years. 

This unlawful interference has been continued 
in every important ©vent in the history of the 
Territory ; every election has been controlled not 
by the actual settlers, but by citizens of Mis- 
courl, and as a consequence every officer in the 
Territory, from constables to legislators, except 
those appointed by tho President, owe their posi- 
tions to non-resident voters. None have been 
elected by the settlers, and your Committee have 
been unable to find that any political power 
whatever, however unimpoi-tent, has been exer- 
cised by the people of the Territory. 

In October, a. d, 1854, Gov. A. H. Reeder 
and the other ofiScers appointed by the President 
arrived in the Territory. Settlers from all parts 
of the country were moving in in great numbers, 
making their claims and building Uieir cabins. 
About the same time, and before any election was 
cr could be held in the Tenritory, a secret politi 
cal society was formed in the State of Missouri 
(1). It was known by diCeront names, such as 
"Social Band," "Friends' Society," "Blue 
Lodge," " The Sous of the South." Its members 
were bound together by secret oaths, and they 
hud passwords, signs, and grips by which they 
wore known to each other. Penalties were im- 
posed for violating the rules and secrets of the 
Order. Written minutes were kept of the pro- 
ceedings of the Lodges, and the different Lodges 
were connected 'tOigother by an effective organi' 
Kation. It embraced great numberaoftho citi 
zens of Missouri, and was extended into other 
Slave States and into tho Territory. Its avowed 
purpose was not only to extend Slavery into Kan- 
Gas, but also Into other Territory of the United 
States, and to form a union of all the friends of 
that institution. Its plan of operating was to or- 
canizo and send men to vote at tho elections in 
too Territory, to collect money to pay their ox- 
Bcnses, and, if necessary, to protect them in vot- 
ing. It also proposed to induce Pro-Slavery men 
to emigrate into the Territory, to aid and sustain 
them while there, and to elect none to office but 
those friendly to their views. This dr.ngorous 
coeiety was controlled by men who avovrod their 
purposo to extend Slavery into the Territory at 
all iiaznrds, and was altogether the raostefiectivo 

(1) Jordan Davidson, J. 0. Prjnco.John Scott, J. H. 
Stricgfellosr. 



iBBtrument in organizing the subsequent armiod 
invasions and forays. In its Lodges in Missouri 
the affairs of Kansas were discussed, the force 
necessary to control the election was divided in- 
to bands, and leaders selected, means wcrel col- 
lected, and signs and , badges were agreed upon. 
While the great body of tho actual settlers oi.the 
TeiTitory %vere rolyinp upon the rights secured 
to them by the organic law, and had formed no 
organization or combination whatever even of a 
party character, this conspiracy against their 
rights was gathering strength in a neighboring 
State, and would have been sufficient at their first 
election to have overpowered them, if they had 
been united to a man. 

Your Committee had great difiiculty in elicit- 
ing the proof of tho details in regai d to this secret 
society. One witness, member of ithe legislatiye 
council, refused to answer questions in reforonco 
to it (2). Another declined to answer fully, be- 
cause to do so would result to his injury (3), 
Others could or would only answer as to the gene- 
ral purposes of the Society, but sufficient is dis- 
closed in the testimony to show the influence it 
had in controlling the elections in the Territory. 

Tho first election was for a Delegate to Con- 
gress. It was appointed for the 29tli of Novem- 
ber, 1854. Tho Governor divided the Territory 
into seventeen Election-Districts; appointed 
Judges and prescribed proper rules for tne elec- 
tion. In the Ist, Hid, Vlllth, IXth, Xth, Xllth, 
Xlllth, and XVIIth Districts there appears to 
have been but little if any fraudulent voting. 

The election in the Ild District was held at tho 
village of Douglas, nearly fifty miles from tho 
Missouri line. On the day before the election, 
largo companies of men came into the district in 
wagons and on horseback, and declared that they 
were from the State of Missouri, and were going 
to Douglas to vote. On the morning of tho 
election they gathered around the house where 
the election was to be held. Two of the Judges 
appointed by the Governor did not appear, and 
other Judges were elected by the crowd. All 
then voted. In order to make a pretense of 
right to vote, some persons of tho company kept 
a pretended register of squatter claims, on whieh 
any one could enter his name and then assert ho 
had a claim in tho Territory. A citizen of tho 
district who was himself a candidate for Delegate 
to Congress, was toid by one of the strangers, 
that he would be abused mid probably killed if ho 
challenged a vote (4). He was seized by the collar, 
called a d — d Abolitionist, and was compelled to 
seek protection in the room with tho Judges. 
About the time the polls were closed, these 
strangers mounted their horses and got into their 
wagons and cried out — 

"All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." 
A number were recognized as residents of Mis- 
souri, and among them was Samuel H. Woodson, 
a leading lawyer of Independence. Of those 
whoso names are on tho poll books, 35 were resi- 
dent settlers and 226 were non-residents. 

Tho election in tho IVth District was held at 
Dr. Chapman's, over 40 miles from the Missouri 
State line. It was a thinly-settled region, con- 
taining but 47 voters in February, 1855, when 
tho census was taken. On tho day before the 
election, from 100 to 150 citizens of Cass and 
Jackson Counties, Mo., came into this district, 
declaring their purposo to vote, and that they 
were bound to make Kansas a Slave StatO; if 
they did it at the point of tlic sword (5). Persona 
of tlie party on tho v/ay drove each a stake in tho 
ground and called it a claim — and in ono case 
several names wore put on one stake. The par- 
ty of fitrongere camped all night near whero tho 



(2) W. ?. Richare an. (?) 0. 0. Prince, (d) JoZm 
A. Waliofiold. (fi) Tctor Basainger. 
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election WOH to Taoheld, and in tho moniing wore 
at tho election-polls and voted. One of their 
party got drunk, and to get rid of Dr. Chapman, 
a judge of tho election, they sent for him to come 
and 800 a sick man, aud in his absence filled his 
place v/ith another judge, who was not sworn. 
They did not deny or conceal that they wore re- 
sidents of Missouri, and many of them were re- 
cognized as such by others. They declared that 
they were bound to moke Kansas a Slave State. 
They insisted upon their right to vote in the Ter- 
ritory if they were in it one hour. After tho elec- 
tion they again returned to their homes in Mis- 
souri, camping oVer night on tho way. 

We find upon the poll-booki? ICl names ; of 
these not over 30 resideu in the Territory, 131 were 
non-residents (6). 

But few settlers attended tho election in the 
Vth District, the District being large and tho set- 
tloment scattered. 82 votes were cast ; of these 
betw;een 20 end 30 were settlers (7), and tho resi- 
due were citizens of Missouri. They passed into 
the Territory (8) by way of the Santa Fe road 
and by the residence of Dr. Wealfall, who then 
lived on the western line of Missouri (9). Some 
little excitement arose at the polls as to the legal- 
ity of their votin;', but they did vote for Gen. 
"Whitfield, and said they intended to make Kan- 
sas a Slave State — and that they had claims in 
tho Territory. J udge Teazle, judge of the Court 
in Jackson County, Missouri, was present, but 
did not vote (9). He said ho did not intend to 
vote, but camo to see that others voted. After 
the election, the Missouvians returned tho way 
they came. 

The election in the Vlth District was held at 
Port Scott, in the southeast part of tho Terri- 
tory and near tho Missouri fine. A party of 
about one hundred men, from Cass and tlie coun- 
ties in Missouri south of it, went into tho Terri- 
tory, traveling about 45 miles, most of them 
with their wagons and tents, and camping out. 
They appeared at tho place of election. Some 
attempts were made to swear them, but two of 
the Judges were prevailed upon not to do so, and ; 
none were sworn, and as many as chose voted. 
There were but few resident voters at the polls. 
The eeltlement was sparse — about 25 actual set- 
tlers voted out of 105 votes cast, leaving 80 ille- 
gal votes (10). After the voting was over Uie 
Missourians went to their wagons and conimonccd 
leaving for homo. 

The most shameless fraud practiced upon the 
rights of tho settlers at this election was in the 
Vllth District. It is a remote settlement about 
75 miles from the Mipsouri line, and contained in 
February, a. d. 1855; throe mouths afterwards, 
when the census was taken, but 53 voters j and 
yet tho poll-books show that 604 votes were cast. 
The election was held at the house of Froy Mc- 
Gee, at a place called " 110." But few of the 
actual settlers were present at tho polls (11). A 
witness who formerly resided in Jac kson County, 
Mo., and was well acquainted with tho citizens 
of that county (12), says that ho saw a groat 
many -yvagons and tents at tho place of election, 
and many individuals ho knew from Jackson 
County. Ho was in their tents and conversed 
v/ith some of them, and they told him they had 
come with the intention of voting. Ho went to 
the polls intending to vote for Flennekin, and 
his ticket being of a different color from the rest, 
his vote was challenged by Prey McGee, who 
had been appointed one of tho .fudges but did 
not serve. Lemuel Ealstono, a citizen of Mis- 
souri, was acting in his place. Tho witness thou 
challenged tho vote of a young man by tho 

(6) Thoman Hopkina, Rubin Hacket, Perry Fuller, 
John P. Lucas. (7) Jamca W. Wilson. (8) Dr. B. C. 
Wcstfall. (0) J, W. Wilson. <10) 3. 0. Prince. (11) 
Matthias A, Ueed, (12) Wm. 2". JohuBtone. 



name of Holan, whom ho knew lo reside in Jadi- 
son County. Finally tho' thing was hushed up 
OS tho witness had a good many friends t&erb 
from that county, and it might lead to a fight if 
ho challenged any more votes. Both yotod and 
ho then went down to thoir camp. Ho there savT- 
many of his old acquaintances vrhom he knew 
hod voted at tho election in August previous m 
Missouri, and who still resided in that State. 
By a careful comparison of tho poll-lists with tho 
census rolls, wo find' but 12 names on tho poll- 
book who were vblera when the census was 
taken three months nfterwarda, rind we are sat- 
isfied that not more than 20 legal votes could 
have been polled at'that election. The only re- 
fiidorits who are known to have voted are named 
by tUo witncs*, and are 13 in number— thuo 
leaving 584 illegal v tes cast in a remote dis- 
trict, where tho settlers within many milca wora 
acquainted vrith each other. 

The total number of white inhabitants in tho 
Xlth District in tho month of February, A. u. 
1855, including men, women, and children, wao 
36, of whom 24 were votera-^yct tho poll-lists in 
this District show that 245 votes were cast at 
this election. For reasons stated hereafter in 
regard to the election on the 30th of March, your 
Committee were tmable to procure the attend- 
ance of witnesses from this District. From tho 
records it clearlj' appears that tho votes cast 
could not have been by lawful resident voters. 
The best test, in the absence of direct proof, by 
which to ascertain the number of legal votes 
cast, is by a comparison of the census-roll with 
the poll-book — by which it appears that but 7 
resident settlers voted, and 238 votes were ille- 
gally and fraudulently given. 

The election in the XlVth District was held 
at the house of Benjamin Harding, a few miles 
from the town of St. Joseph, Missouri. Before 
the polls were opened, a largo number of citi- 
zena of Buchanai. County, Missouri, and among 
them many of the leading citizens of St. Joseph, 
were at'the place of voting, and made a majori- 
ty of tho company present. At tho time ap- 
pointed by the Governor for opening the polls, 
two of the Judges wero not there, and it becamo 
tho duty of the legal voters present to select 
other Judges. Tho Judge who was present (13) 
suggested the nrxme of Sir. Waterson us one of 
the Judges — but the crowd voted down the pro- 
position. Some discussion then aroso as to tho 
right of non-residonts fo veto for Judges, during 
which Mr. Bryant was nominated and elected 
by the crowd. Some one nominated Col. John 
Scott as the other Judge, who was then and ia 
now a residert of St Joseph. At that time ho 
was the City Attorney of tnat place, and so con- 
tinued until this Spring, but ho claimed that tho 
night before he had come to the house of Mr. 
Bryant, and had engaged boarding for a month, 
and considered himself a resident of Kansas on 
that ground. The Judges appointed by tho 
Governor refused to put the nomination ot Col. 
Scott to vote, because he was not a resident. 
After some discussion. Judge Leonard, a citizen 
of Missouri, stqjped forward and put tho vote 
himself; and Mr. Scott was declared by him ao 
elected by tho crowd, and served as a 'Judge of 
Election that day. After tho election was over 
ho returned to St. Joseph, and never sinco has 
resided in tho Temtory. It is manifest that this 
election of a non-resident lawyer as a Judge was 
imposed upon tho settlers by tho oitiaons of ,tho 
State. When Uio board of Judges was thus 
completed, the voting proceeded, but the effect of 
tho rule adopted by tno Judges allowed '»ony, if 
not a majority of tho non-residents, to vote. They 
olaimed that their presenoo on tho ground, es* 

(13) Benjaujin Harding, 
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pKoJttlly wlion tlioy hfvd n, ct(fitn In Iho Tcvrltory, 
irmvo tfio>« a )ri<!;Uf t<t v(»to--uiulor tliutoonntruo- 
Jlou fil" tho law thoy roix^Mly, wlmsu roqulroa, mim 
tU«y >v.oro " »x!nlil«j|iit)i" iinU tlmi votoU. lly t.l«« 
)0,vjttoSo», OH Hcnc «»() yoiw Oomiulttoo onn nooor- 
tttin from tUo UM»tli»ony. ,n»iuy na SO IHoKol 
yotoo wf)ro t)nut In thin Wlntriotout of ir/J, Uui 
whoKo numbiir niiUot), ; 

I'hn olooli^m In tho XVtU Dintrict wno hohl rtt 
;i»on(jomnn'o, on Htrongor CrcpU, a fow mllcn 
from Woiiton,. Mlflnonrl. On Uto dny of ttio oloc- 
tlon <i Jurgo nnmli jr of olUjionH of rlntto Cownty, 
but oliSolly from "V^CHton and IHiilto City, onmo 
in HHinU |)arUo8,ln wngonn nnd on horaclino^i, to 
tlio polio. Amoia{- U<om wore floyorftl loaauig 
,oUiJiono of tluvt U>m\, and tbo nainoa of innny of 
ihi)m ftw) given l>y tlio wituofluon (14). T hoy 
g«inor'\lly inaiutod upon tUoir j-igbt to voto, on tho 
gn^ud Uiut ovory mm having n oluim in tho 
Territory could voto, no mwttorwhoro l\o lived 

(15) . All voted who ohoDO. No mun wao ohal- 
longed or sworn. Soino of tlio roBldonta did not 
voto. Tho purpoBo of tho Btrnpgora in votlr wnn 
declared to ho to moko Kanana n Slavo State 

(16) . Wo And by tho poll booka that 3(10 Arotoo 
■wero caat— of thoo wo find but 57 wro on tho 
.flcnauB-roHa legal votora in February foliow- 
ing. Your Oommittco ia eatjaQod from the tcsti- 
jno^iy that mot over 100 of thoBO who votoa bad 
»ny right bo to do, lofiving at looat a06 Uloefol 
T/otoBcaat. . . 

Tho elcption in tho XVIth Distnot waa held nt 
Iioavonworth. It we thep o umall village ok 
throo or four houaea, locotcd on the Delaware 
Jtoaorvation (17). There were but comparative- 
ly fc »v eettlora.thcn in tho tUatriot, but tho num- 
ber rapidly increased ofterward. On tho day 
before and on the doy of tho election, a groat 
many citizens of Platte, Clay, and Eay counties 
croflsod the river— most of them camping in tentfl 



nnd WfftroiuB about tbotown, Ukon ontnp mooV- 
iiig'' (m. Tlioy were lu ccunpanion or mcnaoi) of 
tflu io fldoon in oaoh.aud nwmtiorod In nil novonU 
hundi-ort. Tlioy Itrougbt thoir oiwn provliiiona 
ttud oooUod It thoinuolvoa, nnd w«ro gcnorally 
nrmcd. Many of them wore known by tho wit,- 
nonnoH, nnd thoir nn^nou given, nnd thoir namon 
uro found upon tho poU-bookei. Among thorn 
woKonoveral poraoun of induonoo whoro thoy ro- 
iiidod in MinHouri, who liold, or hud luild, liigw 
olftoial iionitiono in that Btnto, Thoy claimed to 
bo renidentu of tho Territory, from tho fact that 
thoy were then prooont, and inoiatcd upon tho 
riglit to voto, and did voto. Tholr avowed pur- 

SOBO in doing oqi wnn to mako KanauB n Slave 
tato. Th^HO otrttugoro crowded around tha 
poUa, and it wna with great difficulty that tho 
oottloru could get to tho pollii (li)] . Ono rouidont 
nttoniptod to got to tho polls in tUo afternoon, but 
wftB orowdoA and pulled back. Ho then wont 
outaido of tho ovowd and hurrahod for Gen- 
Whltflold, n»d «omo of those who did not know 
him auid, " thnfa o good Pro-Slavery man," and 
lifted him up over their heads so that ho crflwi- 
cd on their heads and put in Wa vote. A pcraon 
who aaw from tho color of his ticket that it wnp 
not for Gen. Whitfield, cried out, " Ho ia p. 
damned Abolitiouiat— let him down ;" and tlioy 
dropped him (aO). Others were pnaaed to tho 
polis in tho B.mo way, ond others crowded up 
in the beat way thoy could. After tbis mook- 
ory of an election was over, tho non-roaidentp 
returned to their homes in Missouri. Of tho 
312 votes oast, not over 150 wore by logt^l 
voters. 

Tho following abstroct exhibits tho whole num- 
ber of votoa at this election, for each candidate; 
tho number of legal and illegal votoa cast in 
each diBtriet ; ond the number of legal votes m 
eoch diatriot in February following : 
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I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
YI 

yii 

Tin 
IX 

XI 
XI[ 
XIII 

xnr 

XV 
XVI 
XVII 
SVIII 



VUlOS or VOTINO. 



Lawrence - 

Douglas.....— 

StioBO&'a 

Dr. Chapman's . 

a. Shennan'a 

Fort Scott....... 



Oonnoil Grove-...,. 
Rejrnold'8.... ...... 

Big Bine Cross 

MarvBville 

Wartott's fitore.„. . 
Osawkte 

Haiding'a.,.^...,. - 
Pensono. .... .... .«• 

LeaTeuvoitb ..».•*< 
Shawnee Agency ... 



Total. 



Whitfield... 


& 

P 

I 

t 

• 
1 
• 
• 


s 

.5" 
a 
g. 

pr 
a> 
a 

■ 
• 

1 
1 

B 

I 
■ 






46 


188 


61 


15 


800 


2S5 


20 


6 




201 


40 




7 




47 


140 


21 
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869 
199 
101 
47 
442 
253 
53 
S9 
86 
63 
24 
78 
06 
834 
8QS 
S85 
60 



800 
35 
47 
80 
80 
25 
20 
16 
40 
87 
7 

41 
71 

108 
100 
160 
62 



1114 
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fS2S 

ISl 
62 
80 

684 



288 



206 
162 



1729 



ThuB your Committee find that in tbis the first 
fileotioa in tbeTerritory.A very large, majority 
of &e votea were castby pi&sena of the State of ; 

'■ C14> J. B. Cr^pe, Seansis M. :Petor, John W., 
How, Phineas Shinner, H. B. Gale. (15) J. B. Crane.: 
08) H. B, Gale. (17) George H. ^elleti and John 



Missouri, to violation of the organic law of 
the Territory. Of the legal votes oast, General 
Wbitfield received a plurality. The flettlera tooR 
but Uttle interest in the election, not one^hair or 



(18) Geo. H. Keller. (19) John A. lunday, lb Sf 
Easdrean. (20) JolmA.LnQ^. 



TWK KANBAB-NIiJUlASKA STKUttQIJil. 



thorn volinpf, TIdn muy bo ncoonntod for, from 
tUo f«ot timf, tho (lottloiHOUtii worn Bcinttiuod ovor 
^^K^•«llt oxUmt— llmfc tlio ionn of tUo l>ulo){«(o 
to l»o oloetod wiiri HUoitr-oad tlmt tlio (luoidiiou 
of Vtm uml SIftvo iuHt.ilutioiMi wnii not Bouonil- 
ly roimrdod by »liom ou tlinUuotly nt 'mm. Uii- 
•for ilioHo ohoiuniitiuiocu a im\t«iiuiitio iiivnnloii 
from tin ii,<y()iuiii(j,' Btdto, liy wliiuh Jlivi'/[;o »mmbi)»n 
of iUojj;ul voton woro cuat in roinoto md tuMiriic 
tiottloinoiiln for tho nvowod purj[»0H0 of «)xtoH(l 
ing Bhivory into t.h<u Territory, oven thouf^h It 



By 



0. W. Babcook 

O, H. Urown 

T. W. UftyoB...... 

K. ]). Donnldnon.. 
William Barboo 
William Burboo .. 
a. R. McOluro.-.. 
J. U. MoOluro.... 

U. V, Oonnny .... 

M. F. Oonivay .... 

n. H. Twombly... 
B. II. Twombly 
H. B. Jully ....... 

Aiborfc Huod.„.... 

H. B. Jolly .... ... 

OharlcH Loib 

AVjZ. S. johnaon . 
B. H. Tvrombly ... 



(Ihl not. ohnnifo tho xfi»n}l of tho o)<tolh>ii,\rnn a 
vriino of |f;r<i»t iMii^piHiiib). Itn hnMiotlinlo cITot^t 
want to fiu llmr oKoitii tho pooi)h) «>f t^o JNortbi^iiii 
StutcH— hiUuco iiotii of rotnliivllon, «n«l onanpo- 
riito <ho notual nuttlvru u((nh)Mt tholr i,iQlghb(fV» 
ill MiHHOur). 

Ill J(«uiiiry nn<l JTobrunry, A. w. 1855, tlto 
Govi-rnor oivunod an oiiu^norntion to bo tnk- 
oil of Iho iuhabitantn nnd qMiiIiiloil votcrn iu 
tho Territory, m whvitxnot of whlfth in lioro 
KIvou! 
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On the eamo day the census was completed, 
the Govornor issued his Proclamation for an 
election to be held on the 30th of March, a. b. 
1855, for Members of the Legislative Araembly 
of the Territory. It prescribed the boundaries 
of Districts ; thejplaces for polls ; the names of 
Judges ; the appointment of members ; and re- 
cited the qnaliHcation of voters. If it had been 
observed, a just and fair election would have 
reflected the will of the people of the Territory. 
Before the election, false and inflammatory ru- 
mors were busily circulated amoag the people of 
Western Missouri. The number and character of 
the emigration then passing into the Territonr 
were grossly exaggerated and misrepresented. 
Through the active exertions of many of its lead- 
ing citizens, aided by the secret societies before 
referred to, the passions and prejudices of the 
people of tiiat State were greatly excited. Seve- 
ral residents there have testified to the character 
of the reports circulated among, and credited by, 
the people. These efforts were successful. By 
an organized movement, which extended from 
[Andrew Comity in the north to Jasper County 
in the eoutb, and as far eastward as Boone and 
■Cole Counties, companiee of men w^re arranged 
in regular parties and sent into every Council- 
District in the Territory, and into every Repre- 
sentative District hut One. The numbers '<vere 
fio distributed as to control the election in each 
district. They went to vote and .with the avowed 
4esign to make Kansas a Slave State. They 
were generally armed and equipped, carried with 
them their own provisions and tents, and so 
marched into the Territory. The details of this 
invosion from the mass of the testimony taken 



by your Committee, are eo voluminous ihnt wo 
can here state but tbe leading iiacts elicited. 

1st D.iSTKicT— Mabch 30, ,1855.— iLa^whehcs. 

The company of persons who marched info 
this District, collected in Ray, Howard, Carrol], 
Boone^ La Fayette, Randolph, Saline, and Ca$a 
Counties, in the state of Missouri. Their ex- 
penses were paid — those who could not come 
contribnting provisions, wogone, etc. (21). "Pro- 
visions were deposited, for Sioae who were ex- 
pected to come to Lawrence, in the house of 
William Lyhins, and were distributed among 
the Missonrians a^er they arrived, there (22). 
The evening before and the morning of the day 
of election, abont IjOOO men -from the abo-^w 
counties arrived at l^awrence, and encamp^ 
iu a ravine a short distance from town, near the 
place of voting. They came in wagons — of which 
there were over one hundred — and on iorse- 
baok, under thecomm&ndof Col. Samuel Young, 
of Boone County, Missouri, and Claybonie 
F. Jackson, of Missouri. They were arm^ 
with guns, rifles, pistols, and bome-kuives, and 
hod tents, music, land flags with them ^23). The; 
brought with them two pieces of artillQry ;(S|}. 

(21) F. P. Vanghsn. ^o;udan DavicUon. (23) Wm. 
Tate», 0. W. fl»^oofe, Dc^ohn Bay. (23) !!; .O. 

Nonnan Allen, Wm. Yateci, Wm. B. Bornaliyt 
O. W. BiGtsler..O. W. Bebeook, tyman Mien, B. 
Wood, E. Ohopman, Bobert Hliott, N- W. Bismton. 
Jonrdan Bavidsoo, Wn>. Lvon. J. B. A<?bQit. Ira. W, 
Acbtey, Br. jFoha Bay, A. jB. Wade, 3ohn "M. SaiiKii. 
H. W<BQckley. (24) K. 0hapman,3bard&nOaindj>0B^ 
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•Jondcid "wlt.ll inwiltoHHilli) On tliolr w/iy to 
Xiftwioiw'/o noiuo «if tluiiu loot Mr. N. I>. JMtmlon, 
•who hud hnm iii^poliitod «»o of tho Jiul|5(!ii of 
JC|,«()tlOu liy fjjov. llocdov, and after l(!iirnlu(i; 
from liiin t(tnt ho oonitidovod It hlii duty to do- 
jriuud nu otith (V«)in thoin nti to thoir i)hioo of ro- 
tiidonoo, Ihnt (ittoniptcid to bribe, and thou throiit- 
otiod Ithu with ItiViighiu^, in order to iuddco him to 
(litijpoiicio with tbntt oiitii. Ju ooiiHoquuiicn of thouo 
tUroiitn, ho did lutt ftpiioiu' at tho polls tho noxt 
morning to not nu Judi^o (20). 

Tho ovonhig boforo tlic cUictlon. whllo in omnp, 
tho Miniiourituia woro cidlcd toRothor ut tho tout 
of Ciiptniii GIniboriio V. Jiiclcnon, nud ai)ooohoa 
woro nmdo to tlioin by Col. Youhb undTothoro, 
ualling for voluntooro to go to other diulrictu 
whoro llioro woro not Mleflouriivnii enough to 
control the olcotton, nnd Ihoro woro more (it 
Lawronco than woro needed there (27). Mnny 
volunteered to go, nnd tho morning of tho tleo- 
tlon, flovoxttl coinpnniop, from JOO to 200 jnon 
cnoh, wont oflf to Tcoumach, Hickory Point, 
Dloomington, nnd other plaoea (28). On tho 
morning of tho election, tho Misnouriiino oamo 
over to tho place of voting from their oiiran, in 
bodioQ of one bundrod ut a timo (29). Mr. Ulan- 
ton not appearing, another Jud^o was appointed 
in hifl place — Col. Young olaimmg that, aa tho 
people of the Territory had two Judges, it wua 
nothing moro than right that the Missouriuua 
should nave tho other one, to look nfter their in- 
toroDts (30) ; and Itobort E. Cumniina was '^loot- 
ed in Blanton'B otond, boouuso ho considered 
that every man had a right to vote if ho had 
been in the Territory but an hour (31), Tho Mia- 
eouriana brought thoir tiekota with them, (32) ; 
but not havinj; enough, thoy had three hundred 
moro printed m Lawrence on tho evening before 
ond the day of election (33). They had whito 
ribbona m their button-holes to distinguish them- 
eelvos from tho settlors (34). 

When tho voting commenced, the question of 
tho legality of tho vote of a Mr. Page was raised. 
Before it wgr decided. Col. Samuel Young stepped 
np to the wiiidow where the votes were i-eceived, 
and said he would settle the matter. Tho vote 
of Mr. Page was withdrawn, and CoL Young 
offered to vote. He refused to take the oatn 
prescribed by the Governor, but swore he waa a 
resident of the Territory, upon which his veto 
was received (35). He told Mr. Abbott, one of 
the Judges, when asked if he intended to make 
Kansas his future home, that it waa none of his 
business; that if be were a resident then, he 
should ask no more (36). After bis vote was re- 
ceived, OoL Young got up in tho window-sill and 
announced to the crowd that he had been per- 
mitted to vote, and they could all come up and 
voto (37). He told the Judges that there waa no 
use in swearing the others, as they would ail 
swear as he heddone (38). Aftertbe other Judges 
Concluded to receive CoL Young's vote, Mr. Ab- 
bott resigned as Judge of Election, and Mr. 
Benjamin was elected m bis place (39), 

The polls were BO much crowded until late in 
the evemng, that, for a time, when the men had 
voted, they were obliged to get out by being 
hoisted up on tho roof of the building where the 
election waa being held, and pass out over the 

(2&)IS.0bai»naa, (26) N. B. Blanton. (27)Nonnan 
Allen, 3 Davidwn. (28) Norman Allen. Wm. Yates, 
W. B, Hornhby, 0. W. Babcock, 8. N, Wood, J. David- 
Bon, A, B. Wade. (29) E, D. Ladd. (80) 8. N. Wood, 
(31) B. A. ComfDins. Kurman Allen, S. W. Wood, C, S. 
Pratt, J. B. Abbott. (S2> 0. W. Babcock. Bobert 
Xllliott. (S3> Robert Bdiott. (34) E. W. Dietzler. 
(SS) S. D. liadd, Morman Allen, 8, N, Wood, 0. S. 
f rati, jr. B. Abbott- (86) Norman Allen, J, B. Abbott 
(37) D. Xadd, Hortnaa. Allen, 8. H. Wood, CI. S. 
iPmt, J., B. Abbott- (38> ,0. W. Babcock. J. B. Abbott. 
(36) 0. W. Saltoock, 8, K. Wood, 0. 8. Pratt, J. B. 
Amott, 



houno (40). AllorWiird a pnntmKo-way through 
tho orowd wn(\ nUido, by two Humi of niou bohig 
formed, through which tlio vot(ui) eould got up 
t(> tho ptillii (41). Col. Young aiikod (hut the old 
men bo ullowotl to >;o np tlrut imd vote, an tluiy 
woro tired with tho traveling, liud wauled to get 
back to oanip (42). 

Tho Mlmiourlann iiomotinicn came up to tho 
poUi, in proconiiion, two by two, and voted (431. 

During tho Any tlio Mlficiuvinuii drove off tuo 
ground iiouio ot tho cili/.enn, Mx Stovonn, Mr. 
IJond, and Mr. WilUa (44). They thruatouod to 
iihoot Mr, Itond, and ii crowd runhod alter him 
threatening him, nnd aa ho ran from thein noino 
Hhotn were flrod at him an ho jumped off the bank 
of tho river imd nmdo hia caoapo (4!)). Tho oitl- 
Konu of tho town wont over in a body, lato in tho 
nfternooji, when tho polla hud become compara- 
tively clour, and voted (40). 

Before the voting had commenced, tho Mia- 
Bouriana said, if tho Judges appointed by tho 
Governor did not recolvo tlieir votea, they would 
ehooao other Judges (47). Some of them voted 
several timea, ehanping thoir hata or eonta nnd 
coming up to the window again (48). They aald 
they intended to voto firot, and utter they had 
got through thoK tho olhera could vote (40). 
Soiliio of them claimed a right to voto under tho 
organic net, from tho fact that their mere pro- 
aenco in tho Territory oonstitutod them residents, 
though they were from Wiaconain, and had homes 
in MiBBouri (50). Othora said they had a right 
to vote, bccauHO Kauaaa belonged to Miaaourl, 
and neople from tho cast had no light to settle in 
tho Territory and vote there (51). Thoy said they 
came to the Territory to elect a legislature to 
suit themselves, us tho people of the Territory 
nnd persona from the east and north wanted to 
elect a ler^ialature that would not suit them (52). 
They said tuey had a right to make Kansas a 
Slave State, because tho people of the north had 
sent persona out to nrnko it a Free State (53). 
Some claimed that they had heard that tho Emi- 
grant Aid Society had sent men out to be at the 
election, and they came to offset their votes; but 
the most of them made no such claim. Col. 
Young said he wanted the citizens to voto in 
order to give the election some shoMr of fairness 
(54). The MisBOuriana said there would be no 
dimculty if the citizens did not interfere with 
their voting, but they were determined to vote — 
peaceably, if they could, but vote any how (55), 
They said each one of them waa prepared for 
eight rounds without loading, and would go the 
ninth round with the butcher knife (56). Some 
of them said that by voting in the Territory, they 
would deprive themselves of the right to vote in 
Missouri tor twelve months afterward (57). 

The MisBourians began to leave the attemoon 
ot the day of election, though some did not go 
home until the next morning (58). 

In many oases, when a wrgon-load had voted, 

(40) E. D. Ladd, Konnon Allen, 0. W. Babcock, hy- 
man Allen, 3. M. Banks. (41) B. D. Ladd, Normaa 
Allen, Lyman Allen. (42) Ltrman Allen, E. D. Ladd. 
(43) B. B. Ladd, Ira W. Ackley. (44) B. D. Ladd, 0. 
W. Babcock. Lyman Allen, 8. N. Wood, N. B. Blanton. 
John i)ey, 3. Davidson, Charles Bobinson. (45) B. D, 
Ladd, 0. W. Babcocti, Lyman Allen, 8. N. Wood, If. 
B. Blanton, 3. Davidson, Br. John Dey. (46) £. D. 
Ladd, 0. Robinson, A. B. Wade, J. Wbitluck, J. M. 
Banka, H. W. Buckley. (47) Q. W. Deitzler. (48) S. 
N. Wood, Ira W.Ackloy. (49) J.Davidson. (60) E. 
D. Ladd. Norman Allen, Lyman Allen. (51) W. B. 
Hornsby, 0. W. Babcock, 0. Bobinson. (62) Wm. 
Yeted. Thos. Hopkins, Ira W. Ackley. (63) Lyman Al- 
len, J, Davidson. (64) Norman Allen, (55) Norman Al- 
len, Lyman Allen, 0. W. Babcock, 8. N. Wood, F, Ohap> 
man, Thos. Uopkinn. (66> Junrdan DaTideon. (67) J. B. 
Abbott (68) K. 0. Ladd, Normao Allon, Wm. Yatee, 
W. B, Horosby. G. W. Dietzler, C. W. Babcock, 0. 
Bobinson, & Cbapmao, Lyman Allen, J. David* 
8on, 
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tlioy linin(i(lla(«ly ntmtod fur hdinci (.W). On 
t\mv w(i.y liouM) Vhoy mh\ tluit, if Uuvornor 
Knciilor not niiiujliou llu) oloollou, tUoy >vo«)<l 
iiniif; iiiiii (<iO). 

Tlu) oUl/.oim of U>o town of Ijtiwronoo, iin a 
Ronornl thioff, worn not iii-iiunl on tho day of 
olootion, Mioii^iph iiomo )»iid lovolvonv l»ut not 
«xiioiKul,iin woi'o tho arnuiof Uio Miimouriiinii 
Tlioy l^(^l)t a pminl about tho Iowa tho nmht 
nftor tlio olcolion, in oouiioquoncu) of tljo ihroatii 
of tho Miw\ourianii, in ordor to iirotcol it ((W). 

Tlu) Pio-Blavory men of tho I)intiiot iittisndod 
ttxo nominal inup Convontioni) of tlio li'ioo-Htato 
ir>on. and voted for, and iiooui'c<l llio nouiinationii 
of, tho men tliuy oomudvrod tlui moiit obnoxioun 
to tin) Fioo-Btato party. i)i order to eauuo dln- 
donnion in tinit party (b:>). 

(Juito a number of uottlera oamo into tlio Din- 
triot before llio divy of oleetion, and after tho 
oonnuH wau talton ((M). Aocordiiij?- to the <;on(mfi 
roturna, thoro wore tliou intlio DiHtrict'.Ki'J legal 
votoru. Of thooo wlioao namoa are on Iho conHiui 
lolurnn, 177 aro to bo foun<l on tho poll boolcH of 
tho 30th of Mareh, 1855. MesarB. Hjadd, Uabeoclc, 
and Pratt, toHtify to 55 nfimea on tlio poll-booko 
of ptTHonH thoy Jcnc^v to have Hotllod in tho Dio- 
triot ofior Iho conaua was taken and before the 
olootion. A number of poraona oamo into tho 
Territory in Muroli, boforo tho olootion, from tlio 
nortliorn and euatorn IStatea, intending to Bottle, 
who wore in Lawronco on tho day of cleotion. 
At lhat time, many of them bad aelooted no 
olaima, and had no fixod placo of residcnoe. 
Such were not entitled to voto. Many of them 
booamo diBsatialiod with tho country. Othera 
woro di8a',>pointed in its nolitioal condition, and 
at tho prioo and demand tor labor, and returned. 
Whether any such voted at tho election, is not 
clearly ahown, but from tho proof, it ia probable 
thot in the latter part of the day, after tue great 
body of the Miaaouriana bad voted, some did go 
to tho polls. The nunibarwaa not over 50. These 
voted tho Free-State ticket. The whole number 
of names appearing upon tho poll-liats is 1,034. 
After full oxaminfttion, wo arc satisfied that not 
over 232 of these were legal voters, and 802 were 
non-resident and illegal voters. Tnis District is 
BtroDgly in favor of inuking Kansas a Free State, 
and there is no doubt tliat the Free-State candi- 
dates for the legislature would have been elected 
bylarge majorities, if none but the aetuol settliTs 
had voted. At the preceding election in Novem- 
ber, 1854, where none but legal voters were 
polled, General Whitfield, who received the full 
abrength of the Pro-Slavery party {.65), got but 
46 votes. 

II. District — Bloomihgtos. 

On the morning of election, the Judges ap- 
pointed by the Governor appeared and opened 
the polls. Their names were Harrison Buraon, 
Nathaniel Ramsay, and Mr. Ellison. The Mis- 
Bourians began to come in early in the morning, 
Bome 500 or iiW) of tbem, in waoons and carriages, 
and on horseback, under the lead of Samuel J. 
Jones, then Postmnater of Westport, Missouri, 
Claibomo P. Jacknou, and Mr. Steely, of Inde- 
pendence, Mo. They were armed with doublo- 
oantiled guns, ritles, bowie-knives and pistols, 
and had flags hoisted (66). They held a sort of 
ihformai election, off at one side, at first for Gov- 
ernor of Kansas, and shortly afterward announced 
Thomas Johnson of Shawnee Missions, elected 
Governor (67). The polls had been opened but 

(69) S. N. Wood. (60) Gains JeaTcing. (61) E. D. 
Imdd. (62) E. D. Ladd. (63) A. B. Wado. (04) B. 
Di Ladd, NnriniiD Allen, 0. W. Babcock, Oiorlea lloli- 
intion, Lyroan Alleo, J. M. Uankg. ()>5; James Whit- 
lock. (6Q) H. Burson, tt. ilamsay, Jtimea M. Daou, 
Andtew Wbite. nr. E. G. Macoy, H. Muzzy, Wm. Jos- 
eee, Jobn A. Wakeflold. (07) E. Q. fiiacey. 



I), nhmi wlion Mr. Jimfin, mnrnbod with tho, 
oiowd up lo Uw) window, and doniandod that, Uioy 
iihould bo allowed to voto without iiwohvlun ati 
lo lliiilr ronldonoo (Oil). Allor nomo noiiiy and' 
lhr(.ialonlnfi;lalk (jlaibornoF, Jaokooiiaddn^niiOdl 
tho crowd, Hayin(i; Ihoy bad oomo thoro lo voix), 
lhat thoy had a riulifi to volo if lln^y bad booU 
thoro but live minutoii. and ho wau not willing to 
fr,» homo without voiUng ( which wan received 
with ohocrri (GUj. Jaolcnon then ortllcd upon Ibeun 
lo lorni into littio baiuin of fifteun or twenty,' 
which thoy did (70), and wont to an ox-wagou 
lllhid with guiiti, which woro dintributod amoiig, 
them (71), and jiroocedod to load nomo of thorn 
on tho ground (72). In punmanco of Jaokaon'M 
roipieat , they tied white tape or ribbons In Iboif , 
buttonliolorf, no an to difdinguiiih thorn from tho. 
" Abolitioniutfj" (73). Thoy ngain doinandod that, 
Iho Jndgou nhouid ro«i[^n, and upon their rofuii-^ 
ing to do 110, (onaidiod in tho wind(>w, oaah and 
all, and proaontod their pintoln and guna to thorn, 
Uueatenuig to ahoot thorn (74). Honw one on tli^o 
oalsido criod out to Ihem not to ahool, as thoro 
were Pio-SUvvory m(!n in tho room with tho 
Judges (75), Thoy tlien put a nry under tlio cor- 
ner of tho houae, which wau n log houao, and 
lifted it up a few inohoa and lot it fall again (7C), 
but doaistod upon being told thoro wore tio- 
Slavory men in tlio houao. , During this time tho 
crowd repeatedly demanded to lio allowed to voto 
without being oworn^ and Mr. EUiaon, ono of tho 
Judges, expressed himself willing, but tho other 
two Judges refused 177} ; thereupon a body of 
men, headed by " SuerilF Jones," rushed into 
Iho Judges' room with cocked pistola and drawn 
bowie-kuivos in their hands, and approaohcu 
Uurson and Ilamauy (78). Jones pulled out his 
watch, and aaid he would give them five minutes 
to resign in, or dio (70). When tho five mi- 
nutes had expired and the Judges did not rca'gn, 
Jonea said he would give, them another minute, 
and no more (80). Lllison told bis associateo 
that if thoy did not resign, there would be ono 
hundred ahots fired in tne room ia less than 
fifteen minutes (81) ; and then, snatching up tho 
ballot-box, ran out into the crowd, holdiug up 
the ballo^box and hurrahing for Missouri (82). 
About that time Burson andRanisay were called 
out by their ilicnds, and not suiTerud to retum- 
(83). As Mr. Burson went out, he put the ballot 
poll-books in his pocket, and took thorn with him 



.84) ; and as he was going out, Jones snatched 
some papers away from nim i"' 



a (851j and shortly 
holding them up, 



afterward came out himself holding them up, 
crying " hurrah for Missouri ' (86). After he dis- 
covered they were not the pou-books, he took a 
party of men with him and started off to take 
tho poU-booka from Burson (87\. Mr. Burson 
saw them coming, and he gave the books to Mr. 
Umberger, and told him to start off in another 
direction, bo as to mislead Jones and his party 
(88). Jones and his party caught Mr. Umberger, 
took tho poU-booke away firom him, and Jones 

(68) B. Burson, N. Rarasay, J. BI. Puna, A. White, G. 
G. Macey, H. Muszy. Wm. Jesstte, Joha A. WakeSeld. 

(69) J. M. DuDD, A. White, E.G. Macey. J. S. Wakefield. 

(70) B. G. Sticey, J. A. Wafcefleld. (71) J. M; Dunn, 
J. 0. Dunn, A. White. (72) K. G Macey. aS) 3. U, 
Dunn, J. N. Mace, A. White, E. G Macey, 7. A. Wake- 
field. (74) H. Burson, N. B'lmRay. ^75) 3. 0. Dunn. 
(76) H. Burson, N- Bam>ay, J. W. Mac«, J. 0. Dunn, 
A. White, B. fl. Macoy, H. Mazzy, 8. Jones, J. A. 
Wakefield. (77) J. 0. Dun, (73) H. Burson, N. Rarasay. 
(79) B. Bureon, N. Rampay, J. G. Dunn, H. Muszy, W. 
JvSBee. (80) H. Burson, N. Bamsay, H. Muzzy. (81) tt, 
Burson, N. Riimsay, J. N. Macey, H. Muzzy, W. Jes- 
soe, S. Jones, J. A. Wakefield. (82) U Burson, J. i3. 
Duun. (83)11. Burson, N. Ramsay, 3. 0. Dunn, Al 
White, H. Muzzy, Wm. Jessco. (84) H. Buwon, Win. 
JoBsoe, (85) H. Burson. (86) U. Uurson, J. M. Dunn, 
E. 0. Macey, Wm. Jeaseo. (S7) H. Burson, N. Bam- 
say. (88) H.,BqrSou, A. Whlto, G. W. Umberger, Wm. 
Jeesee. ' 
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took Mp hMtttl ItJirt on rt hor«<|, ftttrt onrritid 
htiu tiriok II prln»n<ir (HW). AlT«r Jonoii ntul IiIh 
t«\r«y Hiftd tftkon IIi«Ih..v;«iC brtok. thoy w<!Ht to 
iho fwu(Ui of Mr. Mnwimiy nnil took JiuIko John 

A. Wtik<)Hol(» nrln«n(iir, nnd onttioa Iilm t« Iho 
jflnw\ of (tlncti|on ()(0|, nud mivdo him (;ot. up on 
li w»f(Ou 1)111(1 mnko ihoM a npoooh \ iiltor ^yhloh 
tluij put ft whlt<i ribliOH hi Jiin hutton-holo unA 
lot htm 1(0 'fl»«y 'hon oliono two now 
tTii<1(j(on, «*ml procoodod with tho oloctlon 

^■j^hcy niHrt tUronlflnod to kill tho JitdKon if fhoy 
did it|Ui rooolvotlicit votoo without nwonrlng (hom, 
«tr clno rodlgn (9}^. Tlioy naid no mnn olioiild 
Voto wiio would oubmlt to bo oWorn— tUftt tlioy 
Would kill nuy ono who Would oflfcr to do no— 
Bhoot hlin," ^' cut hlBguta out," etc. (Oil). Thoy 
Bttld no lUfin ohould voto thin duy unlo«B ho voted 
tin open tlokot, nnd wn« " nil right on thopoono," 
(04), nnd thnt if thoy could not voto by fair 
moans, they would by foul Hionna (05). Tlioy 
Bttld thoy hud aa much right to voto, if thoy had 
boon in tho Torritoty two mlnutca, na if tjioy Imd 
boon thoro for tWo yonra, and thoy would voto 
(J)G). Somo of tho citisonu who woro nbout tho 
window, but had not voted when tho crowd of 
MisDOunans morohod np thoro, upon nttompting 
to voto, woro driven bnok by tho mob, or dri"On 
off (971. Ono of thorn, Mr. J. M. Macoy, Woo 
nekod if ho would tnko tho oath, and upon his ro- 
plying that ho would if tho jndgca required it, ho 
WOB drnggcd through tho chtvrd iiwoy from tho 
polls, nmld criOa of Kill tho d— d niggor thiof," 
*• Cut hie throat," " Tonr his heart out," etc. 
After they got him to tho outoido of tho crowd, 
thi>y stood around him with cocked revolvers nnd 
drawn bowio-knivee, ono man putting n knifo to 
his heart, eo that it touched him, another holding 
a cocked piatol to hio ear, while another etruck 
nt him with ft club (98). Tho Misaourians anid 
thoy had a right to vote if thoy had boon in tho 
Territory but five minutes (99). Some said thoy 
had been hired to como there and vote, and get 
a dollar a day, and, by G—d, they would voto or 
. die there (101)). 

They said the 30th day of March was an im- 

gortant day, as Kanaaa would bo made a Slav© 
tate on that day (101). They began to leave in 
the direction of Missouri in the afternoon, after 
they had voted (102). leaving some thirty or forty 
around the house where the election waa held, 
to guard the polls until after the election was 
over (103). The citizens of the Territory were not 
around, except those who took part in the mob 

il04), and a large portion of them did not vote 
105) ; 341 votes were polled there that day, of 
which but Bomethir^ were citizeas (106). Apro- 
teat against tho election waa mido to the Gov- 
ernor (107). The returns of the election made to 
the Governor were lost by the Committee of 
Elections of the I^^slatme at Pawnee (108). 
The duplicate retunis left in the ballot-boii were 
taken by P. E. Laley, one of the Judges elected 
by the JSIiBsouriana, and were either lost or do- 

(86) EL iBuraon, N, Rattisay, A. White, t}. W. 
Umberger, E. 0. Macey, Wm. Jeasee. 3. A. WaUofleM. 
(00) N. Bameay, i. M. Dunn, A. White, B. O. Macey, 
Q. W. Umberger, Wm. Jeseee, J. A. Wakefield. (91) 

B. Q. Mjicey, <i. W. Umberger, J. A. Wakefield. (92) 
S. Lahey. (92) J. 0. Dunn, Wm. Jeseee, J. Joaeg. 
(93) H. Barson, N. Bam«a/, 3. tit. Daun, 3. N. Sface, 
A. White, B. (i- Macey, W. JesSee. (94) N, Kamsay. 
(96) H. Surson, K. Kamaay. J', ftf. Dana. (9S) J. tf. 
DaoDi (97) H. Baraon, N. Ramsay, Wm. Jesaee, 3. a, 
Macey. (98) 3. N. Macey, H. Many. (99) 3, W. Dunn, 
A. White. B. O. Macey, 3. A. Wakefield. (iOO)J. M. 
»ann, J. 0. Dunn. A. White. (101) N. Ramsay. (102) 
J, 0. Dunn, A. White. (103) A White. (104) H. 
Barson. (105) H. Bnraon, J. N. "Mace, EL Ma*sy, Wm. 
lessee, 3. A. Wakefield. (VXi) H. Bare m. (107) 
S. 3ona, 3. k. Wakefield. (108) Daniel Wood- 
man. 



nitoycd Irt bin houno (101»). no Ihnt your Comtnlti- 
i<)« luivo bc"u nnuhln lo InntituUi ft con^plU'l(10l^ 
between tho poH-liiiln nnd connun roturnn of thia 
rtinlilol. Tho toHthnony, howovor, in nnlform,. 
thftt not oven thirty of thoiio wlio voted thoro 
(hut day woro cntitloil to voto, louvhig 311 illegal 
vo(on. Wo are natiiillod ft-oni tho tcntbnony that, 
Imd tho ftot\i«l nottlorn nlouo voted, tho Froo 
Htfttt) onndidnton would hnvo boon elected by « 
hnndoomo niiv)ority. 

Uln DisTUioT— Tkci'mbkh. 
On tho «8th of March, porsonn from CIny, 
Jackson, nnd Howard Counticn, Mo., began to 
conic into Tccumech. in v^ngonn, cnrringcii nnd 
on horseback, nrmcd with guns, bowie knlVcM, 
nnd vovolvonii nnd, with thr<iht8,onoftuipcd clone 
by tho town, nnd continued coining until tho 
dny of election (110). Tho night bofino tho oloo- 
tion 2(10 moil wore scut for Iroin tho camp of 
MinBOuriano nt Lnwrorico (111). On tho morning 
of thooloction, before tho polls were oponotl.noino 
300 or 400 MisnonrinRa and othcra woro collected in 
tho yard about tho housoofTiiomns Stinaon, whoro 
tho election wno to bo hold, nnncd with bowio- 
kuives, revolvers, and clubs (112). Thoyanid tlioy 
cnmo to voto, nnd whip tin damned Yankoco, nnd 
would voto without being sworn (113). Some said 
thoy cnmo to hnvo n flgnt nnd wanted ono (114). 
Col Snmuol H. Woodson of Indepondenco, Mo,, 
wno in tho room of tho Judges when they nrrivcd, 
preparing poll-books nnd tally-lists, nnd remain- 
ed there during their attempts to organize (114). 
Tho room of tho Judges wna also filled by many of 
tht) Btrangeni (115). Tho Judges could notngrco 
concerning tho onla to bo taken by themaelvcf 
and the oath to be administered to tho voters, 
M.'. Burgess desiring to administer tho oath pro- 
Goribed ny tho Governor and the other two 
Judges opposing it (IIG). During this diseussioni 
between ttie Judges, wnich lastea some tinio, tho 
crowd outside became excited and noisy, threat- 
ening nnd cursing Mr. Burgess, the Free-State 
Judge (117). Persona were sent at different 
times, by the crowd outside, into the room where 
the Judges were, with threatening messages, es- 
peciolly against Mr. Burgess, and at last ten min- 
utes were given them to organize in or leave ; and 
as tho time passed, persons outside would call out 
the number of minutes left, with threats against 
Burgess, if he did not agree to organize (118). 
At the end of that time, the Judges not being 
able to organize, left the room and the crowd 
proceeded to elect nine Judges and carry on the 
election (119). The Free-State men generally 
left the ground without voting, stating that there 
was no use in their voting there (120). The polls 
were so crowded during the first part of the day 
that the citizens could not get up to ttie window 
to vote (121). Thrcata were made ogainst 
the Free-State men (122). In the afternoon the 
Rev. Mr. Gispatrick wos attacked and driven oft 
by the mob. A man, by Bome called " Texas," 
made a speech to the crowd urging them to vote 
and toTemoin on the ground until the polls were 
closed, for fear the abolitionists would come there 
in the afternoon and overpower them, and thus 
they would lose all their brouble. 
For making an afi3davit in a protest against this 

(109) P. B. laley. (110) W. A. M. Vaughan, M. 3. 3. 
Mitchell, John Long. (Ill) H- B. Bnrgess. (112) Tho 
Rer. H. B. Buxgeas. OharlM Jordan, James Hlckey,L. 
O. Wllworth, D. H. Howe, J. M. Merrian, W. S. 
Bagga. W. A M, Vaosfhn. (113) John Long, L. O. 
Wllworth. George Holmes. (114) h. 0. Wilworth. 
(115) A. W. Burgess. (116) H. B. Burgess, George 
Holmea. (117) H. B. Burgess, John Long, D. H. 
Home. (118) He B. Burgess, Charles Jordan, H. D. 
Home. (tl9> H. B. Burgees, Cbarlea Jordan, 3. VL 
Merrian, Geo. Holmes. (120) H. B Bargees, 0. Jor- 
dan, J. M. Merrhin. (121) L. 0. Wilworth. (122) 0« 
Jordan. 
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tilwtlon, nottiiUfJt fiulU (ho r««tn, Mr. lIlm'Konn wnn 
Indlnloil hy (lui OinuilJui'y for iiorjuvy, wliioli lU' 
dtollnoni, wnn (mnnl iitoro Uiaii illWuo inonOin n«», 
nnd in nllU jiomUiitf, Mr. UmRcnn iiover hnvluK 
boon iiifonnod wlio liin (looiinor wmi or wliftt wnn 
tlio tontliiriony oftdinnt him (lyU). A hirgo rati- 
jorlty, four to one, of llio notuni iiotUorn of that 
Hinlwot, were Frco (Stuto mm USi'l), nud Uioro 
oniiiuit. bo the loiint (U)u;)t, ir nouo but tho 
aotuiii notlhirn of tlio dlntrU t hnd votod nt (hnt 
clootlou, thfit tho Froo-Sl'ito omididnto would 
luivn l)cou oUiotod. Tho luunbor of legal voton 
hi tho dloU'ict, n«cordhi|j; to tho oormu!i roturiin, 
WHO lOl, Tho tot«l nUHibor of votcn onnt wan 
l\7'l, and of thono but thirty-two nro on tho re- 
tunio, and from tho toHtlmony and rocordn, wo 
nro oatloflod that not over forty legal volon wore 
coat at that oloctlon. A body of armod Mionou- 
riano came Into tho dial dot nrovloua to tho oloc- 
tioh, and ouflampod thero (1%). Doforo tho timo 
arrived for opening tho poUn, tho Mianourlana 
wont to another than tiio town appointed for tho 
election : and one of tho Judgca appointed by tho 
Governor, and two ohoaon by tlio MiaBourlono, 
proceeded to opou tho polla and c««ry on tho 
election (126). Tho Miaaouriana aaid none but 
Pro-Slavery men ahould vote, and threatened to 
shoot any Freo-Stato man who ahould oomo up 
to vote (127). Mr. Mockbeo, ono ofthojudgca 
elected by tho Miaaouriana, had a atoro near tho 
boundary fixed by tho i>roelamation of tho 
Governor, whilo ho cultivated a farm in Miasouri. 
where hio family lived (128), ond where hia legal 
roaidonco waa then and ia now. Tho Miaaouriano 
nlao held a nidc-olcction for governor of tho Terri- 
tory, voting for Thomas Johnson of Shawnco Mie- 
nion (129). The Free-State men finding the polla 
under tho control of tho non-reeidenta, refused to, 
and did not, voto (131)). Thoy constituted a de- 
cided minority of tho actual settlers (131). A 
petition signou by a majority of the residents of 
tho diatrict was aont to tho Governor (132). Tho 
whole number of votera in this district, accord- 
ing to the census returua, was forty-seven j the 
namber of votea cost was eighty, of whom but 
fifteen were residents, tho numoer of residents 
whoso names are on the census-rolls, who did 
not vote, was thirty-two. 

For some days prior to the election, compa- 
nies of men were organized in J ackson, (Joss, and 
Clay counties, Mo., for the purpose of coming to 
the Territory and voting m this Vth district 
(133). The day previous to the election, some 
400 or 500 Missourians, armed with guns, pistols, 
and knives, came into the Territory and camped, 
eome at Bull Creek, and others at Potawatamie 
Creek (134.) Their camps were about sixteen miles 
apart On the evening before the election, J udge 
Hamilton of tho Cass County Court, Mo., came 
from the Potawatamie Creek camp to Bull Creek 
for sixty more Missourians, as they had not 
enough there to render the election certain, and 
about thatnumber went down there with him (135). 
On the evening before the election. Dr. B. C. 
Westfall was elected to act as one of the Judges 
of Election in the Bull Creek precinct, in place 
of one of the Judges appointed by the Governor, 
who, it was said, would not be there the next day 
(136). Dr. Westfall was at that time a citizen of 
uackson county, Mo. (137). On the morning of 



(123) n. B. BurgODS. (124) H- B. Bargesa. 
(125) Porry Fullor, Poter BaBslngor. (126) Parry Ful- 
ler, Wtn. Muore, J. F. Javens. (127) J. F. Javens. 
(1.2S) Wm. Moore, J. F. Javens, Thomas Mockbee. 
(129) Perry Fullor, WlllUm Moore. (130) POTryFql 
ler, Wm. Moore, J. F. Javens, T. lUochbee. (131) Per- 
ly Fuller, Woi. Mooro, 3. F. Javens. (132) Perry Fnl- 
lor, i. F. Javens. (1S3) Dr. B. C. Wostrali, Joseph tL 
Gearh<rt. (134) Dr. B. 0. Westfall. Jessee Wt WiiBOs, 
J. M. Oearhurt. (I3&) Dr. B. C. Westfall. (M) Dr. 
B. 0. WestfolL (187) Dr. B. WestfaU, J. W. Wilson. 
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(ho election, lh« polln for lltiH Crook i^roolnoli 
woro opouctl, and, iVithont nwonrlng'tho Judgcii^ 
thoy proceeded to r«c^^vo (ho voton tlf nil whoof- 
forwl ta vote, For then nlio of nnpcmrnncnthoy 
would got iiomo ono to oomo to tho window and 
oir<jir to Vote, and when aokod to bo oworu ho 
would protend to grow angry nt tho Judgca ond 
would go awny, and bin name would bo put down 
no Imvnig olforod to 7oto, but " rqjotitod, rofun- 
ing ut nworn." Thin nrrangomont won mndo 
proviounly and porfoctly undorntflod by tho 
Judgca (138). But few of tho oldontu of tho 
dintrict woro proaont nt tho ol- f, m, and only 
thirteen voted (13!>). Thorn ifvoicBoaot 
in tho prooluot won 393. 

Ono Mianourinn voted for himiolf and thon 
voted for hin little eon, but 10 or 11 yoaro old 

(140) . Col. Coffer, Henry Younger end Mr. hy- 
kino, who woro voted for and olcotcd to tho Irf)- 
gialaturo, woro rcaidontn of Miaoouri nt tho timo 

(141) . Col. Colfcr aubaoquontly married in tho 
Territory. AI>-or tho polio woro cloaod tho ro< 
tnrno wore mado, and u man, claiming to bo a. 
magiatrato, ocrtiilod on thorn that hn liad awom 
tho Judges of Election before opening tho polls 

(142) . In tho Potawatamie precinct tim Miaaou- 
riana attended tho election, and aftor thrcot«ning 
Mr. Chcsnut, the only Judgo prcaent appointed 
by tho Governor, to mduoo him to rcoign, thoy 
prococdod to olcot two other Judgoa — ono a 
Missourian and the other a rcoident of nnotlior 
precinct of that Diatrict. Tho polls woro then 
opcnedj and all tho Miasouriana were allowed to 
vote without being oworn. 

After tho polla woro closed, and tho returns 
made out for tho signature of the Judges, Mr. 
Chosnut refuaod to sign them, as ho did not con- 
oidor them correct returns of legal voters; 

Col. Coffer, a resident of Misaouri, but elected 
to tho Kansas Legialaturo from that District at 
that election, endeavored with others to induco 
Mr. Chesnut by threats to sign tho returns, 
which he »"cf;'secl to do, and left tho House. On 
his way home he \>as fired at by some Miesour 
rioue, thouch not injured (143). Thero were 
three illegal to one legal vote given there that 
day (144). At the liig Layer precinct, tho 
Judges appointed by the Governor met at the 
time appointed, and proceeded to open the polls, 
after being duly sworn. After a few votes hod 
been received, a party of Missourians came into 
the yard of the house where the election was 
held, and, unloading a wagon filled with arms, 
stacked their guns in the yard, and came up to 
the window and demanded to be admitted to 
vote. Two of the Judges decided to receive their 
votes, whereupon the third Judge, Mr. J. M. Ar- 
thur, resigned, and another was chosen in hia 
place. Col. Young, a citizen of Missouri, but a 
candidate for, and elected to, the Territorial Le- 
gislative Council, was present and voted in 
Uie precinct He claimed that all Missourians 
who were present on the day of election were 
entitled to vote. But thirty or forty of the citi- 
zens of the precinct were present, and many of 
them did not vote (145). At tho Little Sugar 
precinct, the election seeiited to have-been con- 
ducted fairly, and there a Free-State m^ority 
was polled (146). From the testimony, the whole 
Distnct appears to have been largely Free-State, 
and had none but actual settlers voted, thei Free- 
State candidates would have been elected by a 
large migority. From a careful examination of 
the testimony and the records, we find that from 
200 to 225 legal votes were polled out of 885^ 

asS) Dr. B. C. Wsatfall. 039) J. W. Wilaoni 
(140) Dr. B. 0. WeBtfall, J. W. Wilson. (141) Dr. 
B. 0. Westfall, J. M. Geathart. (142) Dr. B. 0. 
WestfaU. (143) Wiiliam OhestDut. (144) WilUam 
Ohoatuut (I4d) James M. Axthar. (146) S. W. 
Bouton. 
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fUo tilliil nninbrir I'iv^m hi iUo Itrooiiiolii <if (lie 
ViU .iMntildt- <)t" lh() imid volon oiuit, tlio I'Voii- 
tlUto (jixudidiitoii vtHioivtuI, i>>% 

A iutmpiinv of oltlnotri tVoiu Mlmioml, inmiily 
from llufoM (Joiuily. m\m luUn Ihlit I)il^l,ri(lt, tho 
diiv lidfido thd «)l(H)li(>u,Homt) <i(UUt)l«ij;(Mulolhoni 
iiulUnpj up "t, tho imhlki-hoHiio (H7). 'I'hoy uuiu- 
homX iroiu 101) to ;5l)0 (14H), uiul oiiuu) lii \v(i(;oui( 
and on lioniobuok, oiuTyiii/j Hum i>n»viMioui) itiid 
touth wUli tlicin, Mul w(H'<i (fononilly luuxul with 
pl(il.)li». Thoy (loolarod Ihoir |)iu r)OH« to voto, atid 
claimed Hio right to do no. Thoy wont to tho 
jiollit ({omually in iimiill bodloii, with tiolcotii in 
tlioir httndii, nnd mmiy, if not nil, vototl. In 
noino oivfioH Ihoy (hMdmod that tlioy hud volod, 
nnd |i;avo thoir romionu lor m doinj^. Mr, Ai' • 
doru'on, a IVo-Shivory o(nuli(hvto for tlio Lciglnlu- 
turo, cndonvorod to diininiido tho non-rcnidonto 
from votinff, hmiimno ho did not winh tho olcction 
contcBtod (I'll)). Thin poroon, howovor, iiioititod 
upon votinp, nnd niion hia right to vote, and did 
DO. No ono wuH chiillon(jfc<l or Hworn, nnd «U 
voted who doairod to. Out of JI50 votcH cnat, not 
over Hit) woro lo/ml, imdbntG'lof IhoRo namod 
in tho oonHUB taken ono month bolbro by Mr. 
Harbor, tho candidate for Council, voted. Many 
of tho Free-State men did not vote, but your Com- 
mitfoo ia Bntinfiod that, of tho legal votoa oiiHt, 
tlio Pro-Slavery candidatoa received a mtyority. 
Mr. Anderson, ono of those onndidntosj was 
mi unmarried man, who came into the Uiatricl 
from Miasouri a few days before the eleotion, and 
boarded at tho public-houao until the day after 
the election, lie then took with him tho poU- 
liata, and did not return to Fort Scott until tlio 
occaeion of a barbecue tho week before the elec- 
tion of October 1, 1855. Ho voted at that elec- 
tion, and after it left, and haa not ainco been in 
tho Diatrict. S. A. WiUiama, tJxo other Pro- 
Slavery candidate, at the thne of tho election had 
a claim in the Territory, but his legal reaidenco 
was not there until after the olcction. 

VIIth District. 

From two to three hundred men, from tho 
Stote of Miaaouri, came in wagona or on horae- 
baek to the eleotion ground at Swu^iei 's Creek, 
in the VIIth Diatrict, and encamped near the 
polls, on the day preceding the election. They 
wore armed with pistola and oth- . weapons, and 
declared their purpose to vote, in order to aecure 
the election of Pro- Slavery members. They said 
they were disappointed in not finding more Yan- 
kees "there, and that they had brought more men 
than were necessary to counterbalance their vote. 
A number of them wore badges of blue ribbon, 
with a motto, and the company were under tho 
direction of leaders. They declared their inten- 
tion to conduct them8elve& peacefully, unless 
the residents of the Territory a tempted to stop 
them from voting. Two of the Judges of Elec- 
tion appointed by Grovemor Eeeder, refused to 
serve, whereupon two others were appointed in 
their stead by the crowd of Miasouriana who 
eunounded the polls. The newly-appointed 
Judges refused to take the oath prescribed by 
Governor Eeeder, but made one to suit them- 
eelves. Andrew Johnson requested each voter to 
Bwear if he had a claim in the Territory, and 
if ho had voted in another Diatrict. The Judges 
did not take the oath prescribed, but were sworn 
to receive all legal votes. The Miasourians 
voted without being sworn. They supported 
H. J. Stickler for Council, and M. W, McGee for 
Repi^isenlative, They left tho evening of the 
election. Some of tliem started on horseback for 

04T) 3ohn Hamilton. (148) John Hamilton, B. B. 
Oook, F B. Arnof t. (140) J« C. Anderson. 



fjawvoiieo, an thoy iiald Uiny could bo thein bo- 
fore ni/{ht, uuii all went iho way (hoy eanio. 
Tho eoiimiii Unt nhowuii!! le^al votorn in (ho |)iH- 
tiiot, S.'»:i vot(>ii worn ea^it » of tluwe a.'i w«u'o imh 
dunt", 17 «)f whom wore in Iho Diiitriot when Iho 
comiuii wa/i tnkon (l.W). Homo of (ho reiiidentii 
uroiiontnt tho pollii did nol; vote, decluving it mw- 
loim. (Jmi(Hdalo:i deolinod to run on the Freo-8lato 
ticket boemiiio thoy wore unwiirm({ to run Iho 
link of HO uneiiual a eonlent— it beinif known (hat 
a ({rent many wore eondn;.; up from Miimourl to 
veto (151), Noavly all Iho tiettlerii wore Froe- 
Htalo nmn. and a.l of tho 35 U'nal votoii nivon 
woro omit for the only Free Htato eandldide ruu- 
ninfi;. Mobiller MeOco, who wan (hichuod eU'cted 
liepreiHintntlvo, had a olaim —a aaw-mill and a 
houiio in tho Torrittny— mid ho waii (hero part ot 
the time. Ihit hiii lenal reaidonco w now, nnd 
wuu tlien, near Wealport, in Miiuiouri, whore ho 
OWHH and conduohi a valuable farm, and where 
bin family vouidoB. 

VltlTH DtHTIlICT. 

Thin v/m attached to tho VIIth Dintrlot for a 
member of tho Council and a reprenentativo, 
and ita vote waa controlled by the illegal veto 
cast there. Tho eeiiaua ahowu 1)9 votca in it~37 
votes were cuat, of whom a majority voted tho 
Free -State ticket, 

IXth District. 

Fort Eiloy and Pawnee are in this Diatrict. 
Tlie latter place waa Holcctod by the Governor 
aa tho temporary capital, and he deaigned thero 
to expend tho aums appropriated by Congrcaa in 
the construction of auitajile houaea for the Lo- 
cialaturo. A good deal of building waa then 
being done at tho fort near by. For thcao rea- 
sons a number of mechanics, mostly from Penn- 
aylvania came into tliia diatrict in March, 1855, 
to seek employment. Some of those voted at tho 
election. The construction of the capital was 
first poatponed, then abandoned, nnd finally tho 
site of tho town waa declared by the Secreta^gr 
of War to be within the military reaervation of 
Fort Riley. Some of tho inhubitanta returned 
to the States, and some went to other parts of 
the Territory. Your Committee find that they 
came as settlers, intending to remain as such, 
and were entitled to vote (152). 

Xth District. 

In this district ten persons belonging to the 
Wyandot tribe of Indiana voted. Tney were of 
that class who under the law were entitled to 
vote, but their reaidenco waa in Wyandot Vil- 
lage, at the mouth of Kansas River, and they 
had no right to vote in this diatrict. They voted 
the Pro-Slavery ticket (153). Eleven men re- 
cently from Pennsylvania voted the Free-State 
Ticket. From the testimony, they had not, at 
the tune of the election, so established their resi- 
dence as to have entitled them to vote (154). In 
both these classes of cases the judges examined 
the voters under oath and allowed them to vote, 
ond in all reapects the election seems to have 
been conducted fairly. Tho rejection of both 
would not have changed the result. This and 
the Vlllth Election-District formed one repre- 
sentative district, and was the only one to which 
the invasion from Misaouri did not extend. 

XIth District. 

The IXth, Xth, and XIth nnd Xllth Election- 
Districts, being all sparsely settled, were attached 

(150) Jamos A. Stewart, Mr. H. Bose. (151) Win. 
P. JoboBtuno. (152) AnflreW McOonnell, E. W. Wil- 
son, A. H. Ueodor. (163.) -M. a; Oarrett, Joseph Stew- 
art. (164; N. J. Usboni, Xaaac HascaU. 



f/OKoHnjiMin »i C)«)Un<iU-I>lnl«'l(it, cuid tlxi Xllli nw\ 
Xllih na a KoinonoutiUlvo Diiiidol;. Tliiii liUvu- 
tlou-Diotrlol. In W) uiUtjn iiorlU limy IVvWnoo, nv'V 
JlSW iiiUdit (Vou\ ItiuuKw City. Ji in tlio norlhwont 
DottloiifUnt ill tlio T(!i't-Uory, uml (douIiiUuxI, ^vhm 
tlu) ooiiiiiin Willi tiikoii, but 'M iuhabltimln, of 
whom yi woio votoni. Tlioro Avnii «>» tlio tiny of 
olooUou Ji(» wliUo Bottloiuont (ibont MnrynvUlo. 
tho jilmio of vot,iii/f, for 40 luilott, OKOom. tlint 
MihhIuiU nml IMiiliop lumt a iitoto nutl lorry nt 
tho oroniihip; of tho lihio niul the Culifumia 
xoimI (I'l-*).^ Your Coininilloo woro uimhlo to 
jirooiuo wlljioHflofi iVoiu tliin tllntriot. I'oriioim 
Avho wort) proHcjitnt tho oUiotloii woro dulyimm- 
iMonod bv an olllcor, uml iuuoiik thorn w(in V. J. 
MiHH hull, tho inombiu- of tlio liouiio from thnt 
ulalrict. Oil hill rot.urii tlio ollloor wiia nrrontod 
and dotiiiuod, niul poniomi boariiip llio immoo of 
Homo of tho witiiOHOoii uuminonca woro fitoppod 
wofir Lccoinptou, nnd did not iippoiir boforo tho 
Cominittco. Tho rctiiruB nhow tluit, in doilimoo 
of tho Govcrnor'o prochimiition, tho voting wnn 
viva voce, inotoiul of by ballot. 328 nnmcu ap- 
ponr upon tho poU-boolcH. no voting, and by com- 
paring thoHO ndinoo witli thoBO ou tho comaua- 
rolla, wo llud that but Bovon of tho latter voted. 
Tho poruon voted for au Iteprofjontativo, V. J. 
Marahnll, wiih chief owner of tho ntoro at Marva- 
villo, and was thoro eomotimeB (150), but hia 
family lived iu WoBton. John Donaldaon, tho 
candidato voted for for tho Council, then lived 
in JuokBon County, Mluaouri (157). 

On tho day after tho election, Mr. Marehall, 
with 25 or 30 mon from Woaton, Mo., waa on tho 
way from Maryeville, to tho State. Homo of tho 
party told a witnoaa who had fomorly resided at 
Weston, that thoy woro up at Maryavillo and 
carried tho day for Miaeouri, and that thojy had 
voted about iBO votes. Mr. Marshall paid tho 
bill at that point for tho partv. 

There does not appear to have been any emi- 
gration info that oiatriot in March, 1055, after 
mo census was taken, andjudging from the best 
test in the power of your Committee, there were 
but seven legal votes cast in tho district, and 
821 illegal. 

XIIth District. 

The election in this district was conducted 
fairly. . No complaint was mado that illegal votes 
were cafit. 

XIIIth District. 

Previous to the day of election, several hun- 
dreds of Missourians from Platte, Clay, Boone, 
Clinton, and Howard counties, came into the 
district m wagons and on horseback, and camped 
there (158). They were armed with guns, revolv- 
ers, and bowie-knives, and had badges of hemp 
in their button-holes and elsewhere about their 
porsons (159). They claimed to have a right to 
vote, from the fact that they were there on the 
ground, and had, or intended to make, cimms in 
the Territojy, although their families were in 
Missouri (160). 

The judges appointed by the governor opened 
the polls, and some persons offered to vote, and 
when tiSeir Votes were rejected on the ground 
that they were not residents of the district, the 
orowd threatened to tedr the house down if the 
judges did not leave (161). The judges then 
withdrew;, taking tho poll-books with them (162). 
The crowd then proceeded to select other persons 
to act as judges, and the election went on (163), 

(155) An^Btns Baker. (166)AiigU8tnBBakor. (1S7) 
J. B. B'Aris. (168) J. B. Boas, W. H. Godwin. Dr. 
James Koblo, 'f . A. Minard, Ohas. Hardhj (159) J. B. 
Eosgj W. B. Godwin. (160) J. B. Boss, Dr. J. Noble. 
(161} 3- B. Robs, Oharka Hardh, A. B. Sliarp. (162) 
3. B. Boss, C!. Hardh. (163) J. D. Bosa.'W. H.Godwia, 
Dr. 3. Noblo, B. Chandler, T.A. MinarJ, C. Hardh, 
Q. M. Dyer, O. B. Tobbs. 
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Thoiio poniouii v»iHiiif who woro nworn wcionnk-i 
od nniuiy oiiiinidoi'oil tlioiiirkilvtin roiiidoiiln of tho 
dintilct. and If thoy mild thoy did, thoy woro nl- 
lowod to voto (Iti'l). Ihit f»)W"l tho rcnldonto 
woro prciieiit and voted (165), and the Ij'roo lBtnto 
moil, im a(j[oiiorftl ihin(.r, did ni(t voto (106). A|lov' 
tho Miiiiimirimiu got throuKh voting, tlioy roturn- 
od homo (167). A form^il rotma wan nmdo by 
tlioJud|i[ca of olootiou iiQlthiw out tho fnotu, but It 
WHO not voriUed, Tho ntimbor of logid votorii in, 
thill diiifrict wan DH, of whom « mivJority woro 
Froo-Btalo men. Of (hono ~ volod. Tho total 
nuinbuv of votou ctmt wan 2U6. 

XIVth DiSTHicr. 

It wnn gcnorally rumored in thin dlalrlot, for 
BOine dayi) boforo tho oloclion, that tho Minaourl- 
nuB wore coming over to voto (108). Vroviouoto 
tho oluction, men from Miusouri oamo into tho 
distriet, anil olootionocrcd for tho I'ro Hlavory 
cundidateu (100), (j on. David B. Atohioon and 
a party oontroU'od tho noininatiouo iu ono of tho 
pninnry oloctiona (170). , 

Dunn Oak Precinct. 

Several hundred MinsourianB from Buohanon, 
Platte, nnd Andrew Counties, Mo., inolnding a 
groat mnny of the prominent oitiKono of St. Joseph, 
camo into thia precinct tho day boforo, and on tho 
day of election, in wagona nnd on horse, and en- 
camped thoro (171). Arrangomonta woro made for 
them to croBs tho fciTy at St. Joseph free of ox-, 
ponso to themaolvofl (172). Thoy were armed 
with bowie-knives ana pistols, guns nnd rifles 
(173). On tho morning of tho election, tho Proo- 
State candidates reaiguod in a body, on account 
of tho prosoneo of the lurgo number of armed 
Miaaourians, at which the crowd cheered and 
huirahed (174). Gen. B. P. StringfeUow was 
present, and was prominent in promoting tho 
election of the Pro-Slavery ticket, os was also 
the Hon. Willard P. Hall, and others of the most 
prominent citizens of St. Joseph, Mo. (175), But 
one of the judges of election, appointed by tho 
governor, served on that day, and the crowd 
chose two others to supply the vacancies (176). 

The Missourians said tney camo there to vot» 
for, and secure the election of, Major Wm. P. 
Eichardson (177), Major Richardson, elected 
to the Council, had had a farm in Missouri, 
where his wife and daughter lived with his son- 
in-law, Willard P. HaU, he himself generally 
going home to Missouri every Saturday night. 
The farm was generally known as the Kichard- 
son farm. He had a claim in the Territory upon 
which was a saw-tniil, and where he generally 
remained during the week (178). 

Some of the Missourians gave as their reason 
for voting that they had heard that eastern emi- 
grants were to be at that election (179), though 
no eafitem emigrants were there (180). Others 

(164> B. Chandler. (165) J. B. Boss, Dr. J, Woblo. 

(169) J. B. RoBB, Dr. 3. Noble, B Chandler. 0. Hardh, 
O. B. Tebbs. (167) 3. B. Boss, Dr. J. Noble. (168) 
B. Harding, John H. Whitehead, A. Larzelitsr. (169) 
Bt)Dj. Harding, Willard P. Hall, Dr. G. A. Cutler. 

(170) Dr. 6. A. Cutler. (171) A. A. Jamieson, W. E. 
Riohaidaon, Benj, Harding, J. H. Whitehead, J. B. 
Carter, A. Larz2lier,Willai4 P. HaU, B. H. Brock, 0. W. 
Stewart, A. M. Mitchell, H S. Creel, G. W. Gillespie. 
(172) L. Dillon, G. W. Gillespie. (US) A. A. Jando- 
Bon, Willard P. Hall, 0. W. Stewart. (174) A, A.3ar, 
mioBon, W - P. Bichatdson. Bwij. Harding, J. H. White- 
head, A. Larselier. Willard V. HaU, 3. P. Bluir. (Vby 
A. A. Jamieson, W. P. Richardson, 3- H. Whitehead. 
Willard P. Hall (176) A. A. Jamioaon, Beojaaoia . 
Harding, J. H. Witehead, A. Lttrselier, 0, Hnlazu 
(177) A. A. JamiesoD, W. P. Hall. (178) A. A. JTamlo- 
eon, W. P; Richardson, W. P. Hall. (179) W. P. Bich- 
ard^on, J. H. Whitehead, J. B. Carttr, W, P. Hall, A. 
M. MitcheU, H S. Creel. (180) B. Harding, J. H. , 
Whitehead, J. E. Carter, W. P, Hall. 
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ca^d t&ey SVeiia going to voto for the purposo 
6f making Kansas) tt Slave State (181V 

Sdme claimed that tEby had a right to vote, 
uncl<^(r the proviisions of thc> Kansos-Nehfjiska 
biil, litotrti tlsd fact that they were presoat on the 
ground tin f ho day of clootlori (A8'i). ,; 

Th'6 Preti-Stato men generally did noti vote 
flS3h and those whd did %'ote, voted |[enerally 
for' John H. Whitehead, Pro Sfaveiy, for Coun- 
cil, ngaitjst filfljor AVm. P. Kiohardsonf and did 
not votei at all for members of the I^weir Hotiae 



The parties weropretty iiedrly cgualiy divided 
in the district, some heinff of opinion that the 
Free-State party had a email majority (185), and 
others that the Pro-Slavery party had a small 
Jtilinority (186). After the election weo over, 
and the polls wore closodi tho Missonrions re- 
turned home. During the day they had provl- 
Biono and liquor served out, free of expense to 

£111(187). : 

Doniphan PeecincI'. 

The evening before the election some 200 or 
more Missounans from Platte, Buchanan, Sa- 
line, and Clay countieB, Missouri, came into this 
precinct, with tents, muaio. Wagons, and provi- 
sions, ntid ormed vrtth- guusj rifles, pistols, and 
bowie-knives, and encamped about two miles 
from the place of voting (188). They said they 
cumo to vote, to make Kansas a Slave State, 
and intended to return to Missouri after they 
had voted (189). 

On the morning of the election the Judges ap- 
pointed by the Governor would not serve, and 
others were appointed by the crowd (190). The 
Missourians were allowed to vote without being 
BWom (ISl)— some of them voting as many as 
eight or nine times; changing their hats and 
coats and giving in different names each time 
(192). After they had voted they returned to 
Missouri (193). The Free-State mon generally 
did not vote (194), though constituting a majori- 
ty in the precinct (195). Upon counting the bal- 
lots in the box and the names on the poll-lists, it 
was found that there wore too many ballots (195), 
and one of the judges of election took out bal- 
lots enough to make the two numbers correspond 
(197). 

Wolf River Phecihct. 

But few Missourians were present in . this pre- 
cinct, though some of them fbreatened one of the 
judges, because he refused to receive their votes, 
and when ho resigned another was chosen in 
his place, who consented to receive their votes 
(19^. 

Protests were drawn up against the elections 
in the various precincts in the XlVlh District, 
but on account of threats that greater numbers 
of Missourians would bo at a now election should 
it bo called, and of personal violence to thooo 
viho should take part in tho protest, it was not; 
presented to tho Governor (199). Major Eich- 

(181) W. V. Hall, H. S. Creel. (182) B. H. Brock, C 
W. Stewart, H. S. Creel. (183) A. A, Jamieson, W. P. 
RichardGon, J. H. Whitehead, A. IsrKelier, 0. V/. 
Stowaxt, n. 8. Oieel. (184) V/. P. RichardBon, 0. 13, 
"iViiUfcUead. (185) .4. A. Jatnieson, B. Hardiag, A. 
taraslifcr, 0. W. Stewart. (180) S. P. RtchardaoD, J. 
H. ■Whitehead; W. P.Hall, 'Ehos. W. Watteraon, J. P. 
Blair. (187) W. P. RicliordGon, G-. W. Gillespio. (188) 
liichard- 'i'uck,' EU Hatnilton, John Landio, Luthor 
Biclicroon, J. W. Bttattio, David Fizcr. (189) E. Tuck, 
h. DickofGon. J. Vf. Bisattio. (IGO) E. Tuoli, K. Hamil- 
ton, 3. liondis. (191) IX. Tack, B. Hatnilton, David 
Eizer. (102) B. Tuclc. (103) B. Tuclt, 23. Hamil- 
tdn, J. iUandia, L. Diclteraon, (191) John Landls. 
(ICS) R. J'ncSt, John Imdlc, ■ (lOfJ) 13. Ham.Uon, J. P. 
IToMiaac. (197 E. Hamilton. (103) £)r; G. A. Cutler, 
(109) Dr. G, A. Oatlor, John iandii), A. A. Jsmiecon. 



lirdBohj tho' Pro'Slavcry candidate foi* Coun'oiij 
threatened Dr. Cutler, tho B'reo-Stttto cdriflidate, 
that if he contested the election ho and his oill^S 
should bo put in tho MisBonri Kivcr (200). 

Tho number of votes in tho district by the cen- 
sus was 33'! — of thcsti VM voied. The testimoiiy 
shows tkat quite a nuinbor of persons whbao 
legal residence wds in tho populous county of 
Buchanan, Mo., on ihe opposite side of t'iio river, 
had claima in tho Ten-itory. Sonio ranged cattle, 
and others marked out their claim and biiilt a 
cabin, and sold this incipient title where thoy 
could. They werO not residents of the Territory 
in any just or legal sense. A number of settiera 
moved into the district in the month of March. 
Your Cotamitle^ are oatisfled, after a coi-eful 
ojialysie of the records and testimony, that tiie 
number of iogal votes caist did not exceed 200 — 
out of 727. 

XYth District; 

The election in this district was held in the 
house of a Mr. Hayes. On the day of election a 
crowd of from 400 to 500 men (201) collected 
around the polls, of which the great body were 
citizens of Miasouri. One of the Judges of Elec- 
tion, in his testimony (202), states that the stran- 
gers commenced crowding around the polls, and 
that then the residents left. Threats were made 
before and during the election day that there' 
should be no Free-State candidates, although 
there were nearly or quite as many Free-State 
as Pro-Slavery men resident in the district. 
Most of the crowd were' drinking and carousing, 
oureing the Abolitionista and threatening the 
only Free-State Judge of Election. A majority 
of those who voted wore hemp in their button- 
holes (203) and their pass-wcrd was, " all right on 
tho hemp." Many of tho Missourians were 
known and are named by the witnesses. Several 
speeches \^ero made by them at the polls, and 
among those who spoke were Major Oliver, one 
of your Committee, Col. Bums, and Lalan Wil- 
liams of Platte County. Major Oliver urged up- 
on all present to use no harsh words, and ex- 
pressed the hope tiiat nothing would be said or 
clone to harm the feelings of the most sensitive on 
the other side. He gav6 some grounds, based on 
tho Missouri Compromise, in regard to the Tight 
of vot ing, and was understood to excuse the Mis- 
sourinua for voting. Your Committee are satis- 
tied that ho did not vote. Co!. Burns recom- 
mended all to vote, and he hoped none would go 
homo without voting. Some of tho Pro-Sluvoiy 
residents were much dissatisfied at the interfer- 
ence with their rights by tho Migsouriaus, and for 
that reason-— because reflection convinced (hem 
that it would be better to have Kansaa a Free- 
Slate— they " fell over tho fence" (204). The 
judges requeated tho voters to take an oath that 
they were actual residents. They objected at 
first, some sayinc they had a claim, or " I am 
here." But the Free-State Judge insisted upon 
the oath, and his associates, v/ho at first were 
disposed to waive it, coincided with him, and the 
voters all took it after some grumbling. One 
said ho cut him some poles and laid them in the 
Gbapo of a square, and that made him a claim;, 
and another said that he had cut him o few stiekf5 
of wood, and that made him a claim. Tho Free- 
State men did not vote, although thoy bolioved 
their numbers to be equal to tho Pro-Slavery fiet- 
tlers, and some claimed that they had tho majori- 
ty. They were deterred by threats throughout 
by tho Xtlissom'ians, before and on tho day of 
election, ft'om putting up oandidatfes; and no can- 
didates were run, for this reason — that there woo 

(200) Dr. G. A. Outlor. (2(ll) J. B. Orano. (202) B. 
P.. Zimmerman. (203) B. II. Ziimnonniin, Joseph 
Potter. (20i)B.R.Zimmornian. 



I'si' 



QTCM<litc'il rumor ptovibasly tliat'tlio Mioaouviana 
would control the election. The Freo-Stnto 
Judgo was threatened with expulsion frosn the 
Bolls, and a young man thrust a pistol into tho 
window through which the votes wore received. 
Tho whole number of votes cast Was 417 j of tho 
names on the poll-book but 63 are iu the oensus- 
roUs, and tho tcotimony shows that a amall por- 
tion, estimated by ono witness at one-q^uarter of 
the legal voters, voted. Your Committee esti- 
mate the number of legal voters at 80. One of 
the judges referred to, certified to ttie Governor 
that tho election was fairly conducted. It was 
not contested because no one would take the re- 
Bponsibility of doing it, as it was not considered 
safe, and that if another election was had, the 
residents would fare no better. 

XVlTH District. 

For some time previous to the electioli^ meet- 
ings were held and arrangements made in Mis- 
Bouri to get up oompaniea to come over to tba 
territory and vote ^05), and the day before 
and on tue day of election, large bodies of Mia- 
eburians from Platte, Clay, Kay^ Charlton, Car- 
rol, Clinton, and Saline Counties, Mo., came 
into this diairictand camped there (206). They 
were armed with pistols and bowie-knives; and 
Gome with guns and rifles (207), and had badges 
of hemp in their button-holes end elsewhere 
about their persons (208). 

On the morning of the election there were 
frjm 1,000 to 1,400 persons present on the ground 

(209) . Previous to the election, Missourians 
endeavored to persuade tho two Free-State 
judges to resign by making threatsrof personal 
violence to them (210), one of whom resigned 
on. the morning of election, and the crowd cnoso 
another; to fill his place (211). But one of the 
judges, the Free-State judge, would take the 
oath prescribed by the Governor, the other two 
deciding that they had no right to swear any 
one who offered to vote, but that all on the 
ground were entitled to vote (212). The only 
votes refused were some Delav/are Indians, 
some 30 Wyandot Indians being allowed to 
vote (213). 

One of the Free-State candidates withdrew in 
consequence of tho presence of the Missourians, 
amid cheering and acclamations by the Mis- 
sourians (214), During the day, the steamboat 
New Lucy came down from Western Missouri, 
with a large number of Missourians on board, 
who voted and then returned on the boat (215). 

The Missourians gave as a reason for their 
coming over to vote, that the Worth had tried to 
force emigration into the Territory, and they 
wanted to counteract that movement (216). 
Some of the candidates and many of tho Mis- 
Eourians took the ground that, under the Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act, all who were on the ground 
on the day of election were entitled to vote 
J217), and others, that laying out a town, stak- 
ing a lot, or driving down stakes, even on an- 
other man's claim, gave them a right to vote, 

(20:)) H. MiloB Mooro, A. McAuloy, Ii. Kerr. (208) 
David Bronrn.T. A. Hart, O. P. Warren, K. B. Keea, A. 
Kusoell. P. R. Orr. t. J. Eastin, A. Fislior. M. Frunco, 
H. it. niooro. (207) D. Brown, B. A. Hr.rt, G. F. War- 
ron. A. Fiaher. H. M. Moore. W; G-. Mattbian. (2,08) 
S: A. Hart, L. J. Eastin, Mi Francoj W. H. Adams, H. 
M. Moore. (209) F. A. Hart, T. A. Mioard, G. F. 
■Warren, H. U. Ro«s. A. J. Pattio, W. O. Matthias. 

(210) D. Brown, M. France. (211) D. Brown, F. A. 
Hurt, M. Friinco. (212) M. i?ranco. (213) M. Frunco. 
(214) F. A. Hart, Ii. J. i<"arin, W. H. Adams. (215) D. 
Brown, F. A. Hart, T. A. Mioard. F. Wiirten, ){. B. 
Rees, S. ,T. Bustin, A. T. Ivylo, V. J. Johoeon, TJ. 
FrnncK, A. T. Pattio, H. M. Mooro. (216) H; R; Heea, 
L. J. Eaatin, W H, Adamo. H. M. Moore. (217) D. 
Brown, T. A. Minard, Ci,; F. V/arrbn, B, H, Rcos, H, 
M. Mooro. 



And ono of tiie inci)ibera (218) of tho CoDuoii; 
R. Reos, deolnried in his testimony that ho vv'lio" 
should put a different construction upon tho lavs' 
must bo either a knavo or a fool. 

The Freo-Stato men Benerally did not vota at 
that eieotion [HW) j' and no newly-arrived East- 
em emigrants were there (220). The Free-Stato 
J udge of Election refused to sign the returns un- 
til the words "by lawful resident voters" were 
stricken out, which woa done, and the returno 
made in that way (221). The election was con- 
tested, and a new election ordered by Gov. 
Reeder for tho 22d of May, 

The testimony ia divided as to the relative 
strength of parties in this district. The whole 
number of voters in the district, according to 
the census returns, was 385 j ancL according to 
a very carefully-prepared list 6s voters, pre- 
pared for tho Pro-SittVery candidates and omer 
Pro-Slavery men, a few days previous to the 
election, there were 305 voters in the diatrict, 
including those who had claims but did not live 
on them (222), Tho whole number of votes cast- 
was 961, Of these named in the conoua 100 
voted. Your Committee, upon careful examina- 
tion, are aatisfied that there were not over 150 
legal votes cast, leaving. 814 illegal votes. 

XVIIth DisTiucT. 

The election in this district seems to have 
been fairly conducted, and not contested at alL 
In this district the Pro-Slaveiy party had tho 
miyority. 

XVIIItH DiSTHlCT, 

Previous to the election, Gen. David R, Atchi- 
son of Platte City, Mo., got up a company of 
Missourians, and passing through Weston, Mo., 
(223) went over into mo Territery. He re- 
mained oil night atthe house of -, and then 

exhibited bis arms, of which he had an abund- 
ance. He proceeded to the Nemohaer (XVIlIf ) 
District (224). On his way, he and his party ■ 
tended a Nominating Convention in the XlVth 
District, and proposed and caused to be nomin- 
ated a set of candidates m opposition to the 
wishes of tlie Pro-Slavery residents of the dis- 
trict (225). At that Convention he said that 
there were 1,100 men coming over from Piatt© 
County, and if that wasn't enough they could 
send 6,000 more-r-that they came to vote, and 
would vote or kill every (S — d d — d Abolitionist 
in the Territory (226). . 

Ou the day of election, the MisBOurians undei* 
Atehison, who were encamped there, came up 
to the polls in the XVlIIth District, taking tho 
oath that tliey were residents of the district. 
The Missourians were all armed with pistols or 
bowie-knives, and said there ivere 6Q in their 
company (227). But 17 votes given on that day 
were given by residents of mo district (228). 
The wnole number of votes was 62. 

R. L. Kuk, one of the candidates, came into 
the district from Missouri about (v week before 
the election, and boarded there (229). He left 
after the election, and was not .it the time a legal 
resident of the district in which ho was elected. 
No protest was sentto tho Governor on account 
of threats made against any who should dare to 
contest tho election (230). The following tables 
embody the result of the examination of your 
, Committee in regard to this election. In some 
I of the districts it was impo-ssible to ascertain 

(218) D, Brown. T.A. Hart. (219) », Brown, E. A. 
Minard, G. F. Warren, F. A. Hart, M. Franco, H. M. 
Moore. (220) L. J. Eaatin, M. France, W. H. Adams. 
(221) I,. J. Kastin. M. Franco. W. H. Adams. (222) L, 
•J. Eaatin, A. McAuloy. (223) H. Nilea iWoore. (224) 
Dr. G. A. Cutler, Amor Groom, (225) Br. G. A. 
Cutlor. (220) Dr, G, A. Cutler. (227) O. H. Baker, 
John Boluw. (228) C. H. BaUor,' JohQ Boiew.' (229) 
John Bolow. (2S0) Dr. G, A. Cutler. 
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Dr. Chapman's ..... 
Shawnee Mission .... 
Lawrence .......... 

Bloomington ........ 

Tecamseh .......... 

J. B. Titas'B.. ...... 

Council Grove...... 

9oit Scott 

Bali Oreok .~. . 



Fotawatamie Creek... 



Big Sugar Creek.. 



Little Sngar Creek. 
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A. S. Johnson ... 
A. S. JTohDson ... 
James Whitlock 

J. M. Banks.. 

A. B. Wade 

G. W. Ward 

0. H. Brown 

D. h. Croysdale.. 
M.W. McGee*.. 



M. "W. McGee ... 

Joseph C. Anderson. 

8. A. Williams 

W. A. Haskell 

Allen Wilkinson.... 
Henry Younger.... , 
Samuel Scott....... 

Wm. A. Haskell 

Allen Wilkinson 

Hecjy Younger..... 
Samuel Scott....... 

W. A. Haskell . .. 

Allen Wilkinson 

Henry Younger..... 
Samuel Scott ....... 

W. A. Haskell i. 

Allen Wilkinson 

Henry Younger 

Samcel Scott ... 

BuBsell Garrett .... . 
Bnssell Garrett..... 
BuEsell Garrett..... 

Fr. 3. Marshall 

Fr. J. Marshall .... . 

Pr. 3. Marshall 

Wro. H. Tibbs 

J.H. Stringtellow... 
B. L. Kirk 



J. H. Stringfellow. 
B.L.Kirk 



J. H. Stringfellow. 

B. L. Kirk . 

Joel P. Blair 

T. W. Waterson ...w... 

H. B. 0. Harris . 

J. Weddell 

Wm. G. Matthias . 

H. D. MoMeekin 

Arohy Paine ......... 
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A. F. Powell 

A. P. Powell 

J. Hutchinson .... .. 

E. D. Ladd 

P. P. Fowler 

Isaac Davis.... ........ 

E. G. Macy 

C. K. HoUiday. ~. 

A. J. Baker ......... 

H. Bice 

A. J. Saker ........ .... 

John Hamilton ........ 

W. Margraves ........ 

John Serpell .......... 
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S- H. Hooser . 

Wm. Jennings......... 

John Serpell ......... 

Adam Fore 

S. H. Houser ......... 

Wm. Jenniiigs._.>«... 

John Serpell .... . 

Adam Poee ........ .... 

S. E. Honser ... 

Wm. Jennings..... 

John Serpell ......... 

Adam Fore ........... 

S. E. Honser ..... 

Wm. Jennings........ 

S. D. Houston 

S. D. EouBton ..... 

S. D. Hoaston. .. 



B. McCartney 

P. McCartney ... 

C. Hart (Hard?) . 

G. A. Cutler 

Jno. Landis ..... 

J. Byan ... 

Q.A. Cutler. — . 
John Landis..... 

Joel Byan 

G. A. Cutler 

John Landis 

John Fee........ 



Folix G. Bradin... 
Samuel France... 
F. Browning...... 
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Your Conimitteo report the following facta 
not shown by the tables : 

Of the twenty-nine hundred and five voters 
namod in the census-rolls, eight hundred and 
thirty-one are found on the poll-books. Some of 
the settlei-s were prevented from attending the 
election by the distance of their homes from the 
polls ; butthe great majority were deterred by the 
open avowal that large bodies pf armed Missou- 
rmns would be at the polls to vote, and by the 
fact that they did so appear tod control the elec- 
tion. The same causes deterred the Free-State 
settlers from running candidates in several dis- 
tricrts, and in others induced the candidates' to 
withdraw. 

The poll-books of the Ild and Vlllth districts 
were lost ; but the proof is quite clear that, in the 
ild district, there were thii-ty, and in the Vlllth 
district thirtv-eight legal votes, making a total 
of eight hundred and mnety-eight legal voters of 
the Territory, whose names are on the census- 
returns, ana yet the proof, in the state in which 
we are obliged to present it, after excluding ille- 
gal votes, leaves the.total vote of 1,310, showing 
a discrepancy of 412. The discrepancy is ac- 
counted for in two ways : Furst, the coming in 
of settlers before the March election, and after 
the census was taken, or sottlerrs who were omit- 
ted in the census; or secondly, the distuvbed 
state of the Territory while we were investigat- 
ing the elections i^i some of the distriots, thereby 
preventing ua from getting testimony lu relation 
to the names of legal voters at the time of elec- 
tion. 

If the election had been confined to the actual 
settlers undeterred by the presence of non-resi- 
dents, or the knowledge that they would be 
present in norobers sufficient to out-vote them, 
Ui0 testimony indicates that ^e council would 
have been composed of seven in favor of making 
Kaneos a £'ree State, elected firom the Ist^ IIo, 



Illd, IVth, and Vlth, council-districts. The result 
in the ■Vlllth, and Xth, electing three members, 
would have been doubtful, and the Vth, Vllth, 
and IXth would have elected three Pro-Slavery 
members. - « 

Under like circumstances the House of Rep- 
resentatives would have been composed of four- 
teen members in favor of making Kansas a Free 
State, elected from the Ild, llld, IVth, Vth, 
Vllth, Vlllth, IXth, and Xth representative- 
district's 

The result in the Xllth and XlVth representa- 
tive-districts, electing five members, would have 
been doubtful, and the Ist, Vlth, Xlth, and 
XVth districts would have elected seven Pro- 
Slavery members. 

By the election, as conducted, the Pro- 
Slavery candidates in every district but the 
VIIIthrepre8entafive-cU8trict,receivedamwority 
of the votes; and several of them, in both the 
Council and the House, did not "reside in" 
and were not " inhabitants of" the district for 
which they were elected, as required by the or- 
ganic law. By that act it was declared to be 
the true intent and meaning of this act to leave 
the people thereof perfectly free to form and 
regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way, subject to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

So careful was Congress of the right of popular 
sovereigntjr, that to secure it to the pemle, 
without a single petition from any portion oftho 
country, they removed the restriction against 
Slavery imposed by the Missouri Compromise, 
And yet this rightf so carefully secured, was 
thus. by force and fraud overthrown by a portion 
of the people of nn adjoining Stats. 

The stnking difference between this Bepup- 
lic and other Republics on this Continent, -a not 
in the provisions of Constitutions and^ laws, 
but that here changes in the adminiatration of 



lliono Iftwn Unvo boon n>(wlo iiomiofully i\iul (luKiUy 
tl{Vou|slt tU(j|bi>lU»t-box, '(.'All) iiiv u^ldu hi ()i Ibiiit, 
and only oiiu 1h <Ii<) biulofy i>f our «ov«i'Hin»Jut, 
by whlcb nin>ii«<uiiy;o(l Ibrco itym w<) mnU> Unit 
olmitoil ft IjO(j[Jfuntur« for nnittboi: Ht(vt<j or 'Jl'onl- 
t«Vy. iml «'> fiuoU it Mhould buvo limn vimintDil 
by ilxn >vbo)() (OxccuHvo ^lowor of tlio Wutioiml 
tlfovoriiHMint. 

, Xo**^' ^'"'l'""*''^"" nro of tho oiiumm Umt tlio 
Oi^nMlitiitioii i»u\ hmu of tho l/nilcd Blntm hnvti 
iuvoBtcd ilia VuiuUlmt nnd Qoyormirof tljioTor- 
ritory witb iimjido jiowor for tbio mu^iDuo, 'I'boy 
oo^ild only fiot. uft<fr rocclyiHg mutUoutlo infonnu- 

!i()u of tbc fiioln, but when recoivo)!, wbcthov b«- 
t>^o or lifter tbo cortilbjiitoo of ofoiitlon wore 
grnnlod, tbiu power iiUo^ild bnvc '.^ooii cxoroiodd 
to fuUoiifc wftcnt. It i« not to bo toljrftturt 
thill IV higjiiltttivo body tbun noloctod aliorjd no- 
nunio or «j;^)rci«c auy IcfriHlativo fuiMjtioiia, ; mid 
tuoir oiiaotinoutp oboubl bo rcgnrdod im luiJl «md 
yoidj nor nbould tbo (jueHlio)\'of its lognl cxiiit- 
oiwo iiH a IfgiHlfttivo body bo dutontiiiiod by 
itaulf, iiB tbnt would bo i^lowiiig tho oriuiiunl to 
judiro of bia own ori^no. In scotion twouty-tiyo 
of flio or|$(uiio not it ia pravido(.l, tbat " the por- 
Dona bavinp; tbo bighoat ui^nbor of legal -"'otcs 
in ouch of Baid CdnnoU-diutriotB for inoioborH 
of tbo Council, BbiiU bo dcclmod by tlic Gov- 
ernor to bo dul)r i'loctod to tbo Council, and 
fbo pcraoufl having tbo highest number of Ic- 
gnl votes for tho Iloueo of Reprosontutivce, 
BUftU bo declared by tbo Governor duly elected 
HioaibcVB of eaid Houbo." The proplijiiriutiofi 
of the Governor irequirod a verifieu notice of o 
cpntOBt when ono wub made, to bo filed 'trith 
him within four days after the election. Wiihin 
.ih(it tiino ho did not obtain infonnation os to 
forqo or fraud in any except tho following dia- 
jricta, und in theeo tliero were material dofeuts 
in the rotums of election. Without dbcidinj; 
upon his power to sot uaido elocUona for force 
and fraud, they were set aside for tlie fpllowing 
reasoiiB: 

In the let district, booauae the worda " by 
lawful resident voters," wcro stricken ti:om the 
return. 

In the Ild district, becauae the oath was ad- 
mlniBtored by G. W. Taylor, who was not au- 
thorized to administer an oath. 

In the Illd district, because material erasure? 
from the printed form of the oath were pur- 
posely made. 

In the IVth district for the same reason. 

In ^he Vllth district, because the Judges 
were not sworn at all. 

. In the Xlth district, becaiisetho returns show 
the election to have been held viva voce instead 
of by ballot. 

In the XVIth district, boca'^ae the words by 
lawful residence" were stricKen from the re- 
turns. 

ABSTRACT OV THE RETURNS OF BIJ50TION 
OF MAY 22, 1855. 
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Althoiif^h the fj't^nd and ftirco in othor dlnUlotn 
>yvr(H)H^(dJy ((rj.)iit uo U\ theiip, yet mithiiGov- 
jivuoy iio fiidoriniitiou in. regard to thcin,bo 
lofiuod cort|iflloiitefi oc^iordinij to tho roturni). 
„ Your CoiamiiUw lierfj foU it t^ bo thjiiv duty 
not only to )n(j(uiro into nnd ooHoot ovldonoo in 
rei^ard to force und iVmwJl iiltouiptod and 
ticod at tho olootionu in the Toi;rilory, but 0)110 
inlo Iho IfiMiti) «ud pretojtla by , which thin foreo 
and finud ban boon e;xeuH,ed and jniitiilcd; und 
for Ihia pnrpoHo, your Coinmittoo Imvo aUowoil 
tlio (lecmratloHo of uon-rcijidont votora to bo 
L'ivon as ovidenoo in their own behalf, iilno tho 
(Icelarationi) of nil who enino up tho Missouri 
Itiver auemlgriiHtn in March, IB.W, whether ihtjy 
voted or not, niid whotlior they omho into tho 
Territory at all or not ; fijn). ftloo tbo romoKa 
which wore: circulated laiiiohg tljo pobplo of Jfio- 
tiouri prcvioua tbo election. The groat body 
of the teulimony taken ot tbs? inntanco of tbo nit- 
Ijng Dclegiito is of thin obiiraoter. 

When Ifiodeclarfttiono of portles poflfllng up tl^o 
river ^yere offered in eyidonco, your Committeo 
received them upon the diotin^t otntement that 
they wo^ld bo oxeluiled unloBB the porBona mak- 
ing tho declarationa wove by other proof Bliown 
to have hvpn con^iootcd with the oloctiono. I'hla 
proof was not made, and therefore much of this 
olaea of testimony is incompotont by tho ruloa of 
la>v, but in allowed to remain aa tondihg to ehow 
tho cause of tho oction of tlip oitizona of MisaourL 

Tho alleged ci^nsca of thp invaaion of March, 
1855, are incli,ided in tlio foUo'^inff churgca j , 

I. That the New-England Aid Society of Bos- 
ton was then imporling into the Territory largo 
numbers of men merely for thopurpospof control- 
ling the oloctiojiB. That thoy carao without wo- 
,pien, children, or bnggngo, went into thoToni- 
brvy voted, and returned again. 

II. That men were hired in tho Bastom Qr 
Northern States, or induced to go into tbo Terri- 
tory solely to vote, and not to settlp, and by so 
doing to make it a I'Voe State. 

HI. Tliat the Governor of the Territory pni"- 
posply postponed the d(iy of election to aSl^ 
this emigration. to arriye, fvnd notified the Emi- 
grant Aid Society, and persons in the Eastern 
Staleg, of the day of aleotion, before he , gave 
notice to tiie people of Missouri and the Ter- 
ritory. 

That these charges were industriouely chrcii- 
late^ J that gioo'ily exaggeyated stcitemente wct^ 
made in regard tq them; that ih^ nc^wspaper 
press and leading men in public meetings in 
western Missouri, aided in one case by a Chap- 
lain of the United States Anny> jgave ciirreiicy 
and credit to thema, and thu$ excited the people, 
and induced many well-meaning citizens of Mi^ 
souri to iQiuroh into the Territory to iqeet and repel 
the alleged Eastern paupers ^d Abolitionists, i? 
folly proven by many witnesses. - ,, 

But th^ charge? f^0 iiot enstdned by tho 
proof. ■ . ' , 

In April, 1854, the General Assembly Pif Mas- 
sachusetts passed an act entitled " An &ct to in- 
corporate th9 MoaaachusettQ ^imigraht Aid So- 
ciety." The ol>ject of. the Society as decieured 1& 
tho first eeqtion of this act, was for the purposo 
of assisting emigrantB to a^ttle In the West." 
The moneyed capital of th^ corporattcm was not 
to exceed five miUioQB of dollars; hilt ho more 
than four per cent, could he aasE^ssed during tho 
year 1854, and more thaj) ten per pent, in any 
one yjiar thereafter. ^0 orgamzption was per- 
fected, or proceedings hadi under this law., ; 

On the 24th day of July, 1854. certain jiersosa 
in Bostoin, Mawphusetts, concluded articles of 
agreement, and apsoQiation for an Eniigi-ant Aid 
Society. The piiiipose of this associatipn was de- 
clared to be " (listing emigrants to settle in tbo 
West." Under these axtioles of a^^ocifttioji, eacU 



BloCWioiaor Willi ln»HvI(lnn,lly UnMo. To rivoUt 
(}iln cllSnmiUy, nu npiiHonMou won in^doto tlio 
donornl Annmnbly otMrtHoaohilnMtn fov nn not of 
Inooriiorntloii, f)thU)l\ Wnn Krnntod. On llio SSut 
day of Foln iKiry, 1H33, nn n«t Wnn pnimod to in- 
florpon'ftfii tjio Now Knijlrinrt Einigrhnt Aid Citui- 

rliy, TIio pn^ponoa of thin net wcro dcolnroil 
1(0 " Uiixiolihp eniii|{rnlion wootwrtrd, nnil nld- 
Ing nnd i)rovWinif nuooinnlodHtlon for tho «inl- 
frranto nitor arriving nt thulr plnco of doiitlnn- 
lioM." Tho onpltal intook of tho oorporntton wno 



Undor thio 



not to oxoood ono million of dollnro, 
ohnrtor noonipiiny wnti orgnni7.od. 

Your Comimttco hiivo oXftmJnod nomo 
of ito ofllccro luul a portion of itn olroulurn 
nnd rccoifdo to ntioormin whot liao boon 
dono by It. Tho publio ntlontion. nfc tlint tiwio, 
who dfrocffld to llio Torrltory of Kdnnnin, nnd 
omigrntion noturally tondod in that direction. 
To aacorlnln its uhnrnotor nnd roiiourccn, thio 
Company oont ito ngont into it, and tho informa- 
tion thun obtained wno piibliahod, Tlio Com- 
pany mado nrrnngomontn with vnriouo llnoo of 
trausjiolrtntlon to roduoo tho oxpcnao of cmlgrtt- 
tion mto tlio Territory, nnd proourod tickcte at 
tho, reduced rotco. AppliontionB woro mado to 
tho Company by poraons desiring to emigrate, 
nnd when thoy wero nuratrouB enough to form a 
party of convenient bIzo, tiolceta woro eold to 
tlkom at tlio reduced rates. An ugont acquainted 
with tho ronto waa Boleotod to occomnnny them. 
Thoir baggage wao ohcokod, and all trouDlo nnd 
danger of loea to tho emigrant in this way avoid- 
ed. 

Under those orrangomonto, companies went 
into tho Tenitory in tho Pall of 185^, under tho 
articles of usaooiation referred to. The compa- 
ny did not pay ony portion of tho faro, or furnish 
any poreonal or real property to tho emigrant. 
Tho company during 1855 sent into the Territory 
from eight to ton saw-mills, purchased one hotel 
in Kansas City, which they subsequently sold, 
built one hotel at Lawrence, and owned ono other 
building in that place. In some oases, to induce 
them ' to make improvements, town lots were 
given to them by town associations in this Ter- 
titory. They held no jiroporty of any other kind 
or desorijition. They imposed no condition upon 
their emigrants and did not inquire into their po- 
litical, reugions, or social opinions. The total 
amonnt expended by them, including the salaries 
of their agents and ofiScers, and the expenses in- 
cident to all organizations, was less than $100,- 
000, 

■ Their pnrposes, as far as your Committee can 
ascertain, were lawful, and contributed to sup- 
ply those wants most experienced in the settle- 
jnent of a new country. 

Tho only persons or company who emigrated 
into the Territory under the auspices of the Emi- 

fant Aid Society in 1855, prior to the election 
March, was a party Of low persons who came 
ander the charge of Charles Robinson (231). 

In this parly there were 67 women and chil- 
dren (i^). They come as actnal settlers, intend- 
ing to make their homes in tiie Tenitory, and 
for no other purpose (233). They had about their 
peirsons but little baggage; usually su£Qcient 
clothing in a carpet-sack for a short time. Their 
personal effeota, such as clothing, faroiture, etc., 
was put into trunks and boxes ; and for conve- 
xuenco in selecting and cheapness in transport- 
ing, was marked " Kansas party baggage, care 
B. Slater, St. Louis." Generally this was eon- 
signed aa freiight, in the usual way, to the core 
of A commission merchant This party had, in 
addition to the ttsual allowance of one hundred 
ponnds to each passenger, a large quantity of 
oaggage on which the respective owners paid 

' (2S1) Benj. Slater, Charles BoMnscs, F. A. Hunt. 
(HSZ) Charles BohinBon. (^3) S&mnel C, Smith. 



tho iinuul extra tVolght (!i34). Knch pnnnongor 
or party paid hln or thoir own «ixin)iin(mj nnd 
tho only benoflt they derived from tho fiooicty, 
notuharod by nil tho people of tlio Torrltory, 
wnn tlu) roduotitin of nbcut Jl? in tlio prloo of tho 
fiiro, tho convonicnoo of triivoling In a company 
Iniitcnd of nlono, and tho oh^inpnoiif) and fiioility 
of trnnnporting their freight through rogidnr 
ngonto. Mubucqtiontly, many omigranin. uolng 
oithor dihappointod with tho country or Itii polt- 
tloal condition, or doooived by tho ntntumcntn 
mado by tho nownpnpOirn and by tho ngmilii of 
tho Sooioty, boonino ditinntltifloil, and roturnod. 
both before and ndor tho oloution, to thoir old 
hoinoii. Mont of them nvo now uottlorii in tho 
Territory (SJISl. Homo few Voted at tho olootion 
In Lawrence (235), but tho numbor wnn nmall. 
Tho namoB of thono cmigranlii have boon nocor- 

tnlnod, nnd of tlioni woro found upon 

tho poU-bookH. Tlila company of nenceful emi- 

SrantH, moving with their nouBohold goodii, wno 
iotortod into nn invading horde of pauper Abo- 
litionintB, who wore, with othoni of a nimilar 
ohnractor, to control tho donioBtio instltutlonD 
of the Territory, and then overturn thoao of a 
neighboring powerful State. 

In rognra to tho aocond charge: There is no 
proof that any man was either hired or induced 
to como into the Territory from any Froo State, 
merely to vote, Tho entire emigration in March 
1855, is OBtimntod at 500 pcrRons (23G), including 
men, women, and children. They oamo on steam- 
boats np tho Missouri River, in the ordinary 
course of emigration. Many returned for causes 
oimilar to those before stated ; but tlio body of 
them are now rcaidentB. Tho onlyperaons of 
those who woro connected by proof with tho 
election, were Bomo who voted at tho Big Blue 
Precinct in tho Xth District, and at Pawnee in 
tho IXth District. Their purpose nnd character 
are stated in a former part of thia report. 

Tho third charge is entirely groundless. Tho 
organic law requires the Governor to cause ati 
enumeration of the inhabitants nnd legal votera 
to bo mode, and that he apportion the members 
of the Council and House according to this enu- 
meration. For reasons stated by persons en- 
gaged in taking the census, it was not completed 
until the eariy part of March, 1855 (237). At that 
time the day of holding the election had not been, 
and could not have been, named by the Governor. 
As soon as practicable after the returns were 
brought in, he issued his proclamation for an 
election, and named the earliest day consistent 
with due notice, as the day of election. The day 
on which the election was to be held, was a mat* 
ter of conjecture all over the country; but it 
was generally known that it would be in tho 
latter part or March. The precise day was not 
known by any one until the proclamation issued. 
It was not known to the agents of the Emigrant 
Aid Society in Boston on the 13th of March,l855, 
when the party of emigrants, before referred to, 
left (238). 

Youi Committee are satisfied that these charges 
were mado the mere pretext to induce an armed 
invasion into the Territory, as a means to control 
tho election and establish Slavery there. 

Tho real purpose is avowed and illustrated by 
the testimony and conduct of Col. John Scott, of 
St. Josej^'s, Missouri, who acted as the attorney 
for the sitting delegate before your Committee. 
The following are extracts from his deposition : 

" Prior to the election in Bnrr-Oak precinct, in tho 
XlVth Aiatrlct, on Ihe SQth of NoTemtier, 1864, T hoA 
been a resident of Mlsnonri, atid I then detorrainosl, 
If I fonnditnecoBsarytto become a resident of Kansaa 

(234) B. Slater and 7. A. Hnnt. (235) Charles RotiIn< 
tofx, Samuel 0. Smith. (236) W. fi. Ohiclz, Mr. Bid* 
dlerburger. (287) Wm. Barhour. (238)0barloaltob> 
ioBon. 
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Territory. On tlio dny i>riivU)iiti to tUtit clnntlrtu, 1 
'KOltIdd up my lionrtl nt my lionr<liiiK-lM)»tr«t, 1«> Ht. 
■Yom'iiU'n, MlttKnurl, mid wont ovor to tlio Torrltory, 
nmt imk tiunttlliiK with Air. Ilrynni. noar \rrlin«<t linunii 
till) wuru hiilil tlin nvxt day, Tor oim month, no 
ihiit I riilijlit Imvo U lu i<iy iiowor, by iiicroly tlntor- 
,imlnliif( to <^(> no, to iK.'cnmn a rtinldont or tlio 'Jfciriti>ry 
m tlin ditiv of <tluotion, 

■ " Wlion iny «nmo wnn pro()(mnd tt« ft Jiidno of Mloiv 
Hon, olijcutlonn wra umM liy two iioidiinn only. * ♦ • * 
I thon |iul)Holy Inrormod thono iircifont, tlint I )ind n 
,«li\lm In thu I'urrltory ; Umt I lind t-nlion board tt> tho 
iVorrltory for iv niontii, and tUnt I could. At any mo- 
mant, bvovmo an nntunt ronldunt and Icnikl votor In t^o 
TorrlK ry, luid that I would do no, if I concludod nt 
any tlniH during; tho day tliat my voto wou>d bo nocnn- 
nnry to carry that proolnot lu favor of tlu> I'ro-Blavfrry 
ciMidldftto for dok'Bftto to Conprein. *#*<»• i dill 
not diirlnf)| tho day conntdor It noconiinry to bocomti n 
rooldont or tlio Turrttory for tho purj[iflfio niontlonod, 
and did not voto or oITor to voto nt. that olootton. 

**I hold tho oflico of Olty-Attornoy for 8t. JoaopU'u 
at that linio, and had hold It for two or thrvo yearn 
PTovlounly, and continuod to hold It until thin flprUiK. 
* * * I voti'd ot an cleoHon lu 8t. Joni-ph'n, In tho 
jinring of 1865. and wnn re appointed Cltv-Att<)rn<iy. 
Tho quoni ton of Slavery wnn put in ionuo at th» election 
of November, IHO'l, to the name extent o» In every elec- 
tion in thin Territory. Qvn. Whltnold wan roRardod 
aa tho Pro-Slavery candldnto for tho Pro-Slavery 
party. I regarded the question of Slavery an tho pri- 
inarfly prominent iaBuo at that olaotion, and, bo far an 
1 know, all partloB agreed in malting that (juofltion tho 
iBHuo of that election, 

" It »a my intention, and the iptintion of a great 
many other Afmowiana now reatdetit in Missouri, 
whenever the Slavery ioauo is to be determined upon by 
the people of this Territory in the adoption gf the State 
Ckmsttttition, to remox>e to Ihia Territory in lime to ac- 
quire the right to become legal voters upon that question. 
The lending purpose of cur intended removal to the 
Territory ia to determine the domestic institutions of 
this Territory, when it cornea to be a Slate, and toe 
tojuldnot come but for that purpose, and would never 
think qf coming here but for that purpose. I believe 
there are a great many in Missouriwhoareeoaituated." 

Tho invasion of March 30th loft both parties in 
a Btato of excitement, tending directly to produce 
violence. Tho successful party wos lawless and 
reckless, while assuming the name of the " Law 
and Order" party. Tho other partyj at first sur- 
prised and confounded, was greatly irritated^ and 
some resolved to prevent tho success of tho mva- 
eion. In some Districts, as before stated; nrotests 
were sent to the Governor ; in others, tnis was 
prevented by threats ; in others, by the want of 
time, only four days being allowed by tho pro- 
clamation for this purpose ; and in others, by the 
belief that a new election would bring a new in- 
vasion. About the same time, all classes of men 
commenced bearing deadly weapons about the 
person, a practice which has continued to this 
time. Under these circumstances, a slight or 
accidental quarrel produced unusual violence, 
and lawless acts became firequent This evil 
condition of the public mind was further increased 
by acts of violence in Western Missouri, where, 
in April, a newspaper press called The Parkville 
Luminary was destroyed by a mob. 

About the same time, Malcolm Clark assaulted 
Cole McCrea, at a squatter ineeting in Leaven- 
worth, and was shot by McCrea, in alleged self- 
defense. 

On the 17th day of May, William Phillips, a 
lawyer of Leavenworth, was first notified to leave, 
and upon his refusal, was forcibly seized, taken 
across the river, and carried several miles into 
Missouri, and then tarred and feathered, and one 
side of his head shaved, and other gross indigni- 
ties put upon hia person,. 

Previous to the outrage a public meeting was 
held (239), at which resolutions were unanimously 
passed, looking to unlawful violence, and grossly 
intolerant in their character. The right of free 
speech upon the subject of Slavery was oharac- 

(239) A. Payne. 



t^j l/ed fi" dlnluiflmnco of tho ponco find quiet 
of th(t cimitnii^lty, and m " oiroulof,in({ liicon- 
ditu-y Hontlmontw." Tboy imy "to tho poouUnr 
frloiKlii *)f nortli<)ru fannuou/' " Q« liomo and d<> 
your fvonnon wher^) you niay ihid nympathy.. 
Aui<)ii|( ollior rcfl(>lv^'n, In tho lollowlng : , 

" ttenulvr.d, Vliat tIfO loHlltutlun of Blatev/ 1« Unown 
and roooffulr.ed In thlo Territory ; that wo repnl tho 
diiotrino tliat it iH a moral and .political ovU, and wo 
hurl bnotc with noorn upi^n ttii riUnderoiin autliorn tho 
charge of liiUuuianUy ; and wo warii all pcrnohs iiot t6 
oonio to our fiaoefnl nrftnldion to' Nlandnr un, and noir 
tho noodM of dinooid liutwonn the matter and the n6rv- 
aiit; for, m miioh no wo doprncato tho nooonHlty to 
which wo mny bo driven, wo cnnndt bo reiipon»lblo for 
tlio connnquuncQfi.", , 

A Committee of Vigilnnco of 30 mon was ap- 
pointed, " to obnorvo and report nil nuoh j)orBon8 
(10 shall, " " * " by tho oxpronelon of Abolition 
oontiinonto, produce dinturbnnco to tho q^iiict of 
the citizenB, or dimgor to (heir domoatio roln- 
tions ; and uU such porsons so oflonding, shall bo 
iiotiflod, and mode to leave tho Territory." 
Tho mooting woe ably and eloquently ad- 



droest'd by Judge Lccompto, Col. J. N. Muma 
of Wcfltoru MioBouri, and others." Thus thu head 
of tho Judiciary in tho Territory, not only nsaist- 
od nt a publio and bitterly partisan meeting, 
whoso direct tendency was to produce violonoo 
and disorder, but before any law ia pasBcd in tho 
Territory, ho prcyudges tho eharnotcr of tho do- 
mestio institutions, which tho people of tho Ter- 
ritory wore, by their organic law, " loft perfectly 
free to form and regulate in their own way." 

On this Committee wore several of those who 
held certificates of election as mombors of tho 
Legislature ; some of tho others were thon and 
still are residents of Missouri ; and many of tho 
Committee hovo since been appointed to tho 
leading ofiicea in tho Territory, one of which is 
the Sheriffalty of tho County, Their first act 
was that of mobbing Phillips. 

Subsequently^ on the 25tn of May, a, d. 1855, 
a publio meeting was held, at which JR. R. Reee, 
a member elect of the Council, presided (240). 
The following resolutions. oflTered by Judge 
Payee, a member elect of tlie House, were una- 
nimously adopted .- 

" ReaolveA, thaX wo heartily indorse the action of 
the committeo of citizens that ahaved, tarred, and 
feathered, rode on a rail , and had sold by a negro. Vim, 
Phillips, the moral perjurer. 

" Eeaolved, That wo return our thanks to the com- 
mittee for faithfally porformiDg the trnat er^oined 
upon them by. the Pro-Slavery party. 

" Resolved, That the committee be now discharged. 

" Resolved, That we severely eondemb those Prd- 
Slaverymen who, from mercenary motives, are call* 
ing upon the Pro-Slavery party to -submit without 
further action. 

" Resolved, That in order to secure peace and har- 
mony to the community, we now solemnly declare that 
the Pro-Slavery party will stand Brmly by and carry 
out tho resolations reported by the committee ap- 
potnted for that purpose on the memorable SOth. " 

Tho act of moral peijury hero referred to, is 
the swearing by Phillips to a truthful protest in 
regard to the election of March 30, ini the XVIth 
District. 

The members receiving their certificates <Sf 
the Governor as members of the General Ab- 
sembly of the Territory, met at Pawnee, the 
place appointed by tho Governor, on the 2d of 
July, A. D. 1855. Their proceedings are stated 
in three printed books, herevnth submitted, en- 
titled respeetively, "Tho St itutes of the Terri- 
tory of Kansas i" "The Jcumal of the Council 
of the Territory of Kansas ;" and " The Jcurnajl 
of the Hou8(; of Representatives of the Territory 
of Kansas." 

Your Committee do not regard their enact- 
ments as vfllid; laws. A LegislBtnre thus im- 

(240) B. B. Eocfl. 
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jiosed upon n people, cannot affect theirppliticol 
nglito. Such on atton'ipt to do BO,' if successful, 
io virtually an ovcrtlirow of tho organic Inw, and 
rcdueeo tfio rieojile of tho Temtory to tho condi- 
tion of vneaala to ii noighborinfj State. To avoid 
the dvila of anarchy, no arnica or prgrmizcid ro- 
cistanco to Ihein nhonld bo ihndo, but tho eifi- 
iiena should appeal to the taoUot-box at public 
oleCtions, to tho Federal Judiciary, and to Con- 
ffrcBs, for relief. Such, from the proof, iifould 
have been tho courso of tho people, but for the 
naturp of theiso enactraento and the manner in 
.T7hich they nro enforced. Their character and 
their execution havo been bo intimately con- 
nected with ono branch of this investigation — 
that relating to "violent and tunaultnous pro- 
ceedings in the Territory"— that vro were com- 
pelled to examino them. 

Tho " laws'" in tho Gtatufo-boobs are general 
and special ; tho latter ore etrictly of a local 
character, relating to bridges, roadfl, and tho like. 
Tho great body of tho general laws are exact 
transcripto from tho Missouri Code. To make 
ihem in eomo casea conform to the organic act, 
separate acts were pnsised, defining tho meaning 
of TiTords. ThH3 tho word " Stato" la to be nndor- 
Dtood as meoning Territory" (241) ; tho word 
" County Court" shall bo construed to moan the 
Eoai'd of CommiBsionero transacting county 
business, or tho Probate Court, accordmg to the 
intent thereof. Tho words " Circuit Court" to 
moan " District Court" 1242). 

Tho material differences in the Misoouri and 
Kansas Btctntca are upon tho following Gubjccts: 
Tho qualifications of voters and of membera of 
the legislative assembly ; tho official oath of all 
officorsj attorneys, and voters ; the mode of select- 
ing officers and their qualifieationfj; the slavo 
code, and the qualifications of jurors. 

Upon thcBO subjects tho provisicns of the Mis- 
souri Code ore such as aro usual in many of tho 
States. But by the " Kansas Statutes," every 
office in the Territory, executive and judicial, 
wci3 to be appointed by the legislature, or by 
some officer appointed by it. Theso appoint- 
ments were not merely to moet a temporary exi- 
gency, bat v^ero to hold over two regular elec- 
tions, and until after tho general election in 
October, 1857 (243), at which tho members of the 
Kcw Council v/ero to be elected (244). The nev/ 
LogiBlaturo ia required to meet on the first Mon- 
day in January, 1858 (215). Thus, by tho tenns 
of these "laws," the people have no control 
■vsrhatovcr over cither tho Lcgiolaturo, the execu- 
tive, or the judicial departments of tho territori- 
al governTOcnt until a time before which, by the 
natural progreso of population, tho territorial 
government v/ill bo superceded by a State gov- 
ernment. 

No Bcsaion of the Legislature is to bo held 
during 1856, but tho membera of tho Hougo aro 
to be elected in October of that year (24G). A 
candidate, to be eligible at this election^ muat 
f!V,-ear to oupport tho fugitive-slavo law (24/), and 
each judgo of election, and each voter, if chul- 
iengcd, muist take iho same oath (248). Tho 
Gamo oath 5a required of every officer elected or 
appointed in thoTeiTitory, and of every attorney 
uilmittcd to praetico in tho courts (24'J). 

A portion of tho militia io required to muster 
on tho day of election (250). '* hi very free v/hito 
male citiaea of tho United States, and every 
free Kiaio Indian, who ia made a citizen by treaty 
or otherv/iso, and over tlio a^o of twcnty-onp 
yoarn, and who ehali bo an tnhabitant of tho 
'i'erritory and of tho eounly and diotrict in whicli 
lie offenj to vote, and c-haiiliavc paid a territori- 



al ta.3v, shall bo o qualified elector for all clect- 
iy'o offices (251)." Two claBSosi of perr.ono wevo 
thus excluded who by the organic'act wero al- 
lowed to vote, viz.: thoso who would not swea? 
to the oath required, and those of foreign birth 
Tr'ho had declared on oath their mtention to bo- 
como (Jitizena (252). Any man of proper age 
who was in the Territory on the day of election, 
and who had paid ono dollar as a tax to tho Sher- 
iff, v/ho was required to bo at tho polls to rcceivo 
it (253), could vote as an " inhabitant," although 
ho had breakfasted in Missouri, and intended to 
return there for supperi There can bo no doubt 
that this unusual and unconstitutional provision 
was inserted to prevent a full and fair expression 
of tho popular Vi'ill in the election of membera of 
the House, or to conti'ol it by non-riiaidents. 

All Jurora are required to be Delected by tho 
Shorifl, and " no poraon who is canacientionsly 
opposed to tho holding of f)lavea, or who does 
not admit tho right to hold slaves in tho Territory, 
shall be a juror in any cause" affecting the right 
to hold slaves, or relating to slave property. 

Tho Slave Code, and every provision relating 
to slaves, aro of a character intolerant and unu- 
sual even for that class of legislation. Tho char- 
acter and conduct of the rnen appointed to hold 
offico in the Territory contributed very much to 
produce the events which followed. Thus Samuel 
1. Jones was appointed Sheriff of tho County of 
Douglas, which included withla it the let and 
Ud lileotion-Diatricts. He had made himself 
peculiarly obnoxious to tho settlers by hia con- 
duct on tho 30th of March in tho Ild District, 
and by hia burning the cabins of Joseph OaMoy 
and Samnel Smith (254). 

An election for delegates to Congress, to be 
held on tho If^t day oi Octpber, 1855, waa pro- 
vided for with tho same rules and regulations aa 
were applied to other elections. Tho Free-State 
men took no part in this election, having mado 
arrangements for holding an" election on the 9th 
of the 6a.mo month. The citizens of Missouri 
attended at tho election of the 1st of October, 
some paying tho dollar tax, others not being re- 
quired to pay it. They wero prtssent and voted 
at the voting-places of Atchison (255) and Doni- 
phan (256), in Atchifaon County; at Green 
Springs, Johnson County (257); at Willow 
Spring (258) ; Franklin (259), and Lecompton 
(260), in l)0H/?la8 County ; at Fort Scott^ Bour- 
bon County (2G1) ; at Baytisto Paola,LiykinaCo., 
where some Indians voted, some whiles paying 
the $1 tax for tliem (26r2) ; at Leavenworth 
City (263), and at Kickapoo City, Leavenworth 
County ; at tho latter i)faee under tho lead of 
Gen. B. F. Stringfellow and Col. Lewis Barnes 
of Misaouri (264). From two of tho election pre- 
cincts at which it was alleged there was illegal 
voting — ^viz. : Delaware and Wyandotte, your 
Committee failed to obtain tho atlendanco of 
witnessca. Your Committee did not deem it ne- 
ccEsary, in regard to this election, to cuter into 
details, as it v/oa mauifeat tcT*;, from there being 
but ono candidate — Gen. Whitfield — ho must 
have received a majority of tho votes cast, 
This cicotion, theret'oro, depends not on tho 
number oi- character of the voles received, but 
upon tho validity of tho laws under whicJi it was 
lieUi. Sufficient tcrjtimony was taken to ahow 
that tho voting of citizena of Misaouri v/aa prac- 
ticed at thia election, as at all former elections in 
tho Territory. Tho following tablo vAW exhibit 



(211) OiatiitM. pr-.so 710. Gtatuteo. pacoTGS. 

('21S)-!3tntut6G, VK-fi^ W3, 227,712;. ('iM) 330. ' i.'im 
Cfj. (E.ty) Sti'-tutc:!, p:«co Z'i<3. (-217) p. S3'J. (2iS) p. 
ZZi. (2:0) pp. 1S2, 6. 0. (£.'0) p. <A% 




(259) (.', n. Cos, h. A. I'rathur. (200) B. O. V/catfaU. 
(?f»l) n. U. Cook, J. KaniiUon. (203} U 0. Wcatfal!. 
(1:g:J) G. r. \7ari-ou, D. Nilcr. Mooro. VIVJ) J. XL Sto- 
phons. 



THE ililNSAS-MRASKA STEUGGLS. 



tlioicsalt of tlie testimony aa rcgordattio number 
of legal and illegal votea et this election. The 
County of Marshall embraces the snmo tcmtory 
aa T70 8 included in tho XltJi District; and tbo 
iouBona before otated indicate that the great mu' 



jcrity of tho votea then coat were either iSTcgMl 
or fictitious. In tup countico to which our gx- 
amination extended, there ■wore — - illegal votea 
cast, na near au tho proof will enable uq to dot^i'- 
mino. 



ABSTRACT OF POLIrBOOKS Off OCTOBER I i&55. 



OOTOTIKO. 



Alchinon , 



Boarbon .... 

Bro^crn. ...... 

Calhoun ..... 

DaviQ ... 



Douglan . 



Franklin..... 
Joiferoon ..... 
JolincioQ.....: 

iucavonworth . 



Lylsino... 
Lynn.... , 
Madison.. 
Marshall. 
Nemaha . 
Riloy..... 
Shawneo. 



Wiao , 



5ow:«nn'(j. 



Grjiaohopper. 
Shannon .... 



Burr Oak.... ... 

Iowa ................... 

Wayne................. 

Waobiogton 

Wolf RivcT 

Franklin 

Lawrocco.... .. ......... 

Tiecompton .............. 

Willow Springo . 



Alosaodria .. 
Dolawaro 
Kickapco..... 
Lpavonv/ortli . 
Wyandott .... 



<Sco \7iD0 Co.) . 



Onu hundred Ton . 
Tccumseh ............. 

Council Grovo ......... 
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100 


246 
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220 
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67 
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While these enactments of the alleged legisla- 
tive asGombly were being made, a movement 
waa instituted to foim a State government, and 
OT»pl^ for admission into the Union an a State. 
The first Btop taken by the peoplo of tho TeiriU)- 
ry, in consequence of tho invasion of March 39, 
1855, WBS the circulation for signctuvo of a 
graphic nud truthful memorial to Congress. 
Your Committee find that every allegation in 
this memorial has been sustained by tho testi- 
mony. JTo further step was taken, as it was 
hoped tliat BOms action by the general govern- 
ment would protect them m their righto. When 
tho alleged legislative assembly proceeded to 
eonatruct tho ecrierjof onactmonta referred to, the 
cettlcva were of opinion that subraission to them 
would result in depriving them of tho righta se- 
cured to tliem by tho organic law. Thoir politi- 
cal condition was freely discussed in tho Territo- 
ry during the summer of 1855. Several mootinga 
were held in veforenco to holding a convention to 
form a State governtsont, and to apply for 
odmisaioj^ into the Union as a State. Public 
opinion gradually settled in favor of ouch an ap- 

flication to tho Congress to meet in December, 
855. Tho fiwt general meeting waa hold in 
liawreiico on the i5th of August, 1855. 

Tho fo\Iov/ing preamble and resolutiona wero 
then passed: 

" IVkerco!}, Tho peojilo of Knnoaa havo licon, uinco 
tin Rottlaraent, ncd nov; aco, without fJiy law-sntikin; 
i;2;;cr, tknrofoio bo It ■ - 



" Rcsohicd, That wo, tho oooplo of Kancaa Territory, 
in HiasB mootiug aciombleJ, irreapectivo of party die- 
tinctionn, iafluoncod by common necoBsity, and grcit- 
ly dobirouo of promoting the conimon fjood, do boreby 
call upon and roquuBt all fio.-ia JIde citiaena of Kan- 
r.aa Territory, of uhGtovei: political views or prcdilcc- 
tiono, toconouU together in thoir roEpective Election- 
I>iatrict3, and in muaa convention or othorwiso, elect 
thrcu delvBates for each Foprcg.entativo to T;hicu caid 
Election- Diotriot to entitled iu tbo Houao of Ecprc- 
(lentativoo of tho Lcginlativo Assembly, by proclama- 
tion of Govaraor Rwcdur, of dote 10th of March, 3855 ; 
Raid delegatoa to aoBemblO in convontion, at tho toua 
of "Sopoka, on tha lOth day of September, 1355, then 
and there to connidor ana dotormino upon all oub- 
joeto of public intoreat, end particularly upon that 
hairiajj roforocce to tho Dpecay formation of a Btato 
Constitution. Tiith cn. intention of an Immcdiato ap- 
plication to bo .admitted \m a Stato into the Union of 
tho tJnitfld States of America." 

Other meeUngs were held in various parta of 
tho Territory, vv'hich indorsed tho action of the 
Lav/rencc rocetingj and delegates v/cre celeotcd 
in compliance with ita rccommendationa. 

They met at Topoka, on th6 19th day of Sep- 
tember, 1853. By their resolutions they pro- 
vided for tho appointment of nnlDxccutivo Com- 
mittee to consist of oevoa persons, who were re- 
quired to " Itoop a lecortl of tlioir proccedir.g.'i, 
and shall have a general superintendenco of the 
affairs of iho Territory so tar as regards the or- 
ganiaation of the Elate Government." Hhoj 
v/ero required to take ctepa for an election to lio 
■ held on me second Tueaaay of tho October fol- 



lowl«K, uudor i(i|.;u1(iU«»nti Itniumod hy that, Coin- 
inlttoi), " r<»i' »uuul»«mi of n Oouvoutlou to foniui 
(^onnlUiitioil, luloiii a ]ttU of IMKlitu for tlio )i*t()- 
j|)U) of KiiiiiiUH, nim lalid nil >tu<ii1fkil luuniuu-oii for 
orHimlaliijif n Htnto (ilovormiumt. in-oimrulory to 
tlw mliniiution of KniuKin into Uw Union un iv 
Htftt.o." 'I'ho niloii )[)r(Mi<irUj()(l wcio nmh nn 
nnunUy Rovorn iilootlonn in inoitt of tlu» HtutoH of 
th« Union, nnd in nioiit ronpootii woio lunilliir to 
tliono conniinod in tito nrooliunivtion of Gov. 
Kofxlor for tlui olootion (tf Mnnilk IK), IHWi. 

'Hio F.xcontlvo Counnittoo, npjmJntod l»y tliiit 
Convontlon, nocoittod tUoir nnpomlinont, luul on- 
torod upon tlio diiicliurRo of t^ioir ditiioii by imni- 
ioK a proolaniiktion uddronnod to tlio iognl voloiii 
of iConnnf), roqnoiitiii(,( tlioni to moot utthcU'HOvo- 
rnl prooinotii, nt tlio linu) and idaocii iimnod iu 
tlu) i)roolnmation, thon and tlituo to oant tlioir 
ballotfl for ntontboni of a Contititutlonnl Oonvon- 
lion, to i;icot at T opoka on tlio llli Tuonday of 
October tlioa next. 

Tlio proclamation doHigHotod tbo placon of 
clcotiono, appointed jadKOti, rooitcd ti\e qualifioa- 
tiona of voierH and tlie apportionuiont of mera- 
l>om of tl>o Convention. 

After tliia proclamation waa laBucd, public 
mootingo wore liold in ovcry district iu the Tot- 



rllory, and in noavly evoi y proeinol. 'I'ho Btato 
niovoinont vrm » i^tinotal topic of diiiouniiioii 
tluounhmit (he 'rcndory, and tinno wan but Ut- 
ile opjipnitlon oxliibited to it. Kloetionit wet o 
lield at the time flnA pliuum deiii|i;nated, nnd tlio 
retiniiM wore iiont U> the Kxeenllve Oomndtteti. 

'I'ho renult of tho election wmi proelahned by 
Hie lOxeentivo Connnittee, and the inendieni-elcot 
wore ro(iuirotl to meet on the HUd da^ of Ootobor, 
1855, at A'oiiolca. In iniriinaneo ot (liin procla- 
miition and direction, Aio ('or\ntitntional Conven- 
tion mot at tho time and place appointed, nnd 
formed a 8tate Coniilitntion. A memorial to Con- 
(^reiui wan (duo prepai ed, prayinpf for the admin- 
fiion of Kaniinii mto the Union under that Connti- 
tution. 'I'lio Convention aliio provided tliat tho 
qucHtion of the adoption of tlioConiititution nnd 
otiier (pioiitionn bo iiubmittod to tlie poopio, nnd 
required the Exocutivo Committeo to tiilto tho 
nooominry ntopii for that pur|)o()o. 

Acoordinj^ly, an oleeti()n wan Iield for tlint pur- 
pono on tho loth divy of Docombor, 1855, in com- 
pliance witli tho proolamatiou ii.aucd by tho Exo- 
cutivo Committee. Tixo returnn of thio oleotiou 
wore made by tlio Excoutivo Committeo, and ais 
nbatraot of thom ia contained in tho followio{); 
table : 



ABS'fllAOT Ol!" THE ELECTION ON THE ADOFIION OP THE 
STATE CONSTITUTION, DEC. 15, 1855. 



ConitUatloD. 


General Bann- 
ing Law. 


EKclDslon of 
X^eH'o'^i nnd 
Uulatlocii. 


Yea. 


No, 


Yea. 


No. 


Yos. 


No. 


048 


1 


225 


83 


133 


223 


1Z 


2 


69 


14 


43 


20 


11 


1 


9 


3 


12 




48 


4 


81 


16 


48 
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137 




122 


11 


113 


16 


18 




13 


4 


14 
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135 




125 


9 


69 


64 


42 




41 
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42 




24 




22 
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32 
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S5 




23 


11 


S5 




72 




39 


33 


69 
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21 
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16 


12 


33 
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18 
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IB 


20 




12 
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12 




S9 
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21 


19 


26 


18 


42 


18 


S3 


13 


42 
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32 
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33 


S3 


5 


S6 
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83 


20 


88 


17 


39 
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82 


7 


25 


16 


SO 




23 
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10 


19 


21 




18 


5 


20 
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20 






20 


20 




J.4 






14 


14 




10 




17 


1 


7 


11 


46 




16 


29 


40 
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64 




10 


84 


50 
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22 
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14 


21 




23 
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16 


22 
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12 
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11 


13 




88 




8 


SO 


28 




20 




7 


13 


16 


4 


47 




87 


6 


46 
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IS 






18 


19 




7 
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4 


6 




24 
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12 


13 


0 


15 




4 


9 


14 


1 


• 82 




82 


1 


SO 


2 


71 


2 


63 


19 


71 




7 




3 




1 


2 


17S1 


46 


1120 


664 


1287 . 


433 



Lawroooo..... ....... 

Blsnton.... .... 

Palmyra ............ 

FrAnklin ......... 

Bloomingtou ........ 

East DoQglaa........ 

Topeka .... 

Washington . — . 

BroTrnsville ......... 

Tecnmaeh — ....... .. 

Prairie City - 

Little Osage......... 

Big Sugar.. .... 

Neosho.... ....... 

Potawatamie....^. .. 
Little Sagar......... 

Stanton ........ .. 

Oaaawaitamie........ 

Titus 

JoniatA..... 

Ohio City 

Mill Creek 

St. Mary's 

Wanbaunsec......... 

Pawuae...,. .... ...... 

Grasshopper Falls... 
Boaiphan ........... 

Bar; Oak 

Jesse Padar's....... .. 

Ocen& .............. 

Kfckepoo.... ........ 

Pleasant Hill 

Indiana .. ....... 

■Whitaeld 

Wolf Biver 

St. Joseph's Bottom . 
Mt. Pleasant .... 

Baston... ........... 

jMisaion ............. 



Total 1731 



(ft 

CD 

S 



350 
70 
12 
63 

137 
18 

136 
42 
24 
35 
72 
31 
21 
13 
43 
CO 
37 
69 
44 
SI 
21 
20 
14 
19 
45 
64 
22 
23 
12 
28 
20 
47 
19 
7 
24 
15 
83 
73 
7 



1778 



N. B. Poll-Book at Leavenworth was destroyed. 



Ths Executive Comroitte tlien issued a procla- 
mation reciting the resalts of the election of the 
I5tb of December, tmd at tho same time provi- 



ded for an election to be held on tho IStli dojrof 
Januarj', 1836, for State ofiieors and BaetnBera 
of the Qonerai Assembly of the State of Konses. 



THE ICANBAf^NF-nif.AaiCA aTKU«ai;i'L HI 

AV> fllodtioii wnn adOonUiinly hold in llio li«v<iral | ntiiif to fho A<jXo«nt1vo Clomnilthio, An nl)ntrn(;t 
*>IooH<m-pnioln<)tn, (U« nilmuii of wh'ioli woio I of Uioiu lii oomtalnod in Uio t'nUowluii; t,(vl)lo i 

AHHTltA(;T OF THE ICLKCTION Ol!' .TANUAUVT li>, iHfiO. 
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TUN OTRU(iH;;r.K VOll miXYMlY KKSTIIIO'WON. 



T<»t) romult, of tliin olRiitU'U w«i| (Miu(>uii<;cd 
l)y n. iiriiolmiMktlwM hy Uu) Jfiwo^tWo C(>mjnU- 
Uw. 

In ftooordniuio with tUo Conntituttoili ' tluio 
ftdoptoil, tlio uininboni of (U») Stnto IjO({liilutHrc 
mill iiioiit of tho HUito oflliiiii'n niiSt oil tlut Ai^y 
mill lit tho (iliioo ilonl|5nut«tl, hy thi) Sttit^i Clon- 
BtUutioii, luwl took tho ontli thoroSn jiromililioil. 

Affcir olootlujt UmUihI Bttilnin Bonntoiti, pnniihuf 
noiiio pruliinliuiry liiwii, nml iiiiDolndiiK a CoiU' 

Coii({n)nn, tho (jloiwrnl Amiombly luljouiriiiui to 
xacot oil tlio 4fli liny of July, XSfiG. , 

Tho lawH imHKod v/«ro «U »iouiUt,i<)nal;i»iio?i tho 
R^iniinuoii of Kiinuan lu; ii Btiito lii^) thp Union. 
Thofio piooooiUnjja wore roi'wliir, luul, hi tho oiiUi- 
ion of yonv Coiiiinittco, tlio conittitutilon tiiuu 
mlontijil fiiiily oxprcnaort tho will of tho m(i,]ority 
of tlio Dctflcra. Tjioy now (iwait tho nutlon of 
ConprouB upon their inomoriiil, 

TlicHo oloottoiw, whether thoy woro cou- 
ductoil in nurauouco of law or nol, wore jiot 
illoijnl. 

. Whothor tho rouult of tlicm io tmnctionptl by 
tho ocliou of Congrcnn, or thoy nro ro{;nirdoil iw 
tho nioro oxprcaHiou of a populnr will, nml Oon- 
groBB Bhonlu rofuuo to Ri'unt thc .prayorof tiio 
moinoriiil, (hat ccinnot nilbet their Icgmity. . Tho 
right of tho people to nufiomblo nnd oxproHa their 
political ojnniou in any fornn, whether by moano 
oTf an election or n convontioiij ih Boourcd to them 
hy tho ConBlitution of tho United States. Even 
it tlic clectionB nro to bo regarded atj tho act of n 
party, whether political or oflierwiao, thiiy were 
proper, in accordance witU examples, both in 
States and Territories. 

Tho elections, however, were preceded and 
followed by acts of violence on tho part of those 
who opposed them, and thoao persona who op- 
proved and euBtained tho invasion from MisBouri 
were peculiarly hostile to these peaceful move- 
ments preliminary to tho organization of a State 
government. Instonoes of this violence will bo 
referred to hereafter. 

To provide for the election of delegates to 
Congress, and at tho same time do it ia such a 
manner as, to obtain the judgment of the House 
of Eepresentatiyea upon the validity of the al- 
leged legislatbfQ^assembly sitting at Shawnee- 
Mission, a Qpnvention was beld at Big Springs 
on the 5th and 6th days of rSeptember^ 1855, 
This was oparty convention, ondi a party calling 
itself the Breis^tate ~par)y was then orgonized. 
It was in no way connected with the Statei move- 
ment, except that the election of a delegate to 
Congress was fixed by it on the same day aa the 
election of members of a constitutional conven- 
tion, instead of the day prescribed by the al- 
leged legislative assembly. Andrew H. Beeder 
wos put in nomination as territorial delegate to 
Congress, and on election was provided for un- 
der the regulatioh's ppeacr'ibed for the election of 
March 30, 185>5« excepting as to tho appointment 
of officers, and the persons to wbom lue returns 
of the elections should be n^ade. The election 
was held in accordance witli these regulations, 
an abstract of tharetuma of which is contained 
In tho foUovring table : 

ABSTR^QT 05 THE ELECTION OK A. a 
; RSaEDBB. 
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The resolutions posaod by this convention in- 
dicate the state of feeling which existed in tho 
Toi'ritory in conBoquonco of tho invasion from 
MiBsonn, and the enactments of tlie alleged lo- 
gialativo assembly. The language of eonio of 
the resolutionfi is violent, and can only be justi- 
fied either in consequence of the attempt to en- 
force the grossest acts of tyranny, or for the pur- 
pose of guarding against a aimilar invasion in 
iuturel 

In the fall of 1855, there .sprang out of the ex- 
isting discords nnd excitement in the Territory, 
two secret Free-State societies (265). Tliey were 
defensive in their character, and were designed 
to form a protection to their members against 
unlawful acts of violence and assault. One of 
the societies was purely, of a local character, and 
was confined to the town , of Lawrence, Very 
shortly after its organizatios it produc ed its de- 
sired effect, and then went out ot use and ceased 
to exist (266). Both societies vere cumbersome, 
and of no utility except to give confidence to the 
Free-State men, and ''liable them to know and 
aid each other iii contemplated danger. So far 
aa the' evidence shows, they led to no act of vio- 
lence in resistance to either real or alleged lawa 
(267). 

On the 2l8t day of November, 1855, F. M. 
Coleman^ a Pro-Slavery man, aid Charles W. 
Dow, a Free-State man, had a dispute about the 
division line between their respective claims. 
Several hou^s afterward, as Dow was passing 
from a blacksmith'a shop toward his claim, and 
by the cabin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow 
with a double-barreled gun loaded with slugs. 
Dow was unarmed.- Ho fell across the road and 
died immediately. This was about 1 o'clock 
p. 91. His dead body was allowed to lie where 
it fell until after sundown, when it woa conveyed 
by Jacob Branson to. his. house, at which Dow 

(265) Pat. iaughlin, Jmacls. (208) G. P. Lowry, A. 
E. Ilf,e<ler. (267) Lowry, P.ceaer and M. S. Oonwsy. 



^OHvrtci^. 'I'lio toiiliinoiiy iurcfjiivd (<> ih\f\ howl- 
olilo id vdluiuiiKMui (yCiH)' (inil iiliowi) iillomly lluit 

SI, Willi II f1«))ilniruto mniuov l»y Ooloiviim, niul Umt, 
liinlpou IJulicoly luul a Me. U^u>i;<)um wcro luv 
«Wui(nK'ii f<> i(. '1 lio oxoiloun'ii*. oimnod Ity iliwiui 
vtiiy ir^rmi nnioiij; till cIiimmwi of tlio mi^tloni. On 
tlio 'Mil, a Iiii jjo uicolluii; of oUi/.imii wiui hold ni 
Uk) pVu'o woio tlid niHviun' wan coiuuiWUid, niid 
rOHoliitlonii jmiiMid thai. Colomivu nhould 
liioujiUt t<» juMti<;o. Ill Ihomt'ftn thm> Coloiniin 
had Kduc U) Mimiouij, mid Ihnu to Oov. Hhuiiiiou 
al. SiiawiU'o Mimiioii, in ijoliiuiou County. Tlo 
wiui dim) tiikon udo cmiUidy by H. 1. Jonou, thou 
aclhifj m< filioriir, No wiiniuit wna iiimmd or 
wmuiurtiou hud. On tho day of tlio nioothnf 
IlUikory Point ,UHvri(U)ii IJrudloy prodiuod a uoiico 
WiUTiiidiigaumtJiiccililhanHon, which w(uq)liwod 
in tho hand)) uf Jouch. That, immo ovcninff, 
uflor Uraiult^n had gono to bed, .Tonim cinno io 
Im oabiil with ii party of about 25 pciHonn. 
among \yhoin woro lIiu(rouu and Uutikloy— buiat 
opon, tlio door, and b-iw JlrnnBon in bed. Ho then 
diow hit) i)it)(<»l, cooked it, and j)rcHont«d it to 
i3ninoon'H ureant, and fluid, " You aro niy px'inon- 
or, and if you niovo I will blow you through." 
Xlio pthora cocked thoir gunii aiul gathered 
round him, and took him prinonor. Thoj (ill 
mounted and went to lluckloy'B houBO. Alter a 
tiu»o thoy went on a cireuitouu route towardB 
Bluiiton's Bridge, Btopping to drink" on tho 
Svay. As they appvoa6hed tho bridge, there 
were 13 in ti»o party, sevoral liaviiig Btoppcd. 
Jones i-odo uj) to tho prieoner and, nmoiig oihcr 
things, told him that he had " heard there wcro 
100 Hion nt your houBo to-day," and *' that ho re- 
gretted thoy were not there, and thot they woro 
Choutodoutof their sport" (269). lu fJio mean 
tiino, tbo alarm had been given in tho noighbor- 
bobd of Branson's arrest, and sovoral of the set- 
tlers, among whom wore some who hod attended 
tho mooting at Hickoi-y Point that day, gathered 
togother. They were greatly excited ; tho al- 
leged iinustice of such an nn-estof a quiet set- 
tler, under a peace warrant by " Sheriff Jones," 
aided by two men believed to Tjo accessory to a 
ihurdor, and who were allowed to be at largo, 
exasperated them, and they proceeded as rapidly 
as possible by a nearer route than that taken by 
Jones, and stopped near the house of J. S., Ab- 
bott, on© of them. They wei'e on foot us Jones's 
par^ approached on a canter. "ThO; rescuers 
suddenly formed across the road iu front of Jones 
ffiud his party. Jones halted, and asked, "What's 
up 1" The reply was, " That's what we want to 
know. Whafe up ?" Branson said, " Theiy have 
got me a prisoner." Some one in the rescuing 
party told him to come over to their side. He 
aid so, and dismounted, and the. mule he rode 
was driven over to Jones's party ; Jones then 
left (270). Of the persons engaged in thia rescue; 
three were from jLawrence, and had , attended 
the meeting.' Your Conamittee have deemed it 
proper to detail the particulars of this rescue, as 
it was made the grouudwork of what is known 
as the Wakerusa War. On the same night of 
the rescue the cabins of Coleman and Buckley 
wore burned, but by whom, is left in doubt by 
the testimony. 

On tho morning of the rescue of Branson, 
Jones was at the village of Franklin, near Law- 
rence.. The rescue was spoken of in the presence 
of Jones, and more converaation passed oetw^en 
two others in his presence, aa to whether it was 
most proper to send for assistance to Col. Bbonis 
in Missouri, or to Gov. Shannon. Jones wrote a 
^patch and handed it to a messenger. As^oon 
na he started, Jones said : " That man is taking 
my dispatch to Missouri, and, by G—d I'll have 

(268) Wm. and Nicholas McKimiej-, I>. fP. Jones 
and wife, Thomas Brown, F. M. Cttletniin and othera. 
<269) Jacob Bianeon. (270) Jacob Branson. 



rovoiigo b«ftuoi to(5 MiutnU'r^-" Aponion prb- 
iibiil, who wnnioxaudnfid uii n vfdfM'nn (!J7J);<Mn|[i. 
plntned jniblioly (hat, tho dii)|Md(th wuu n4)t Hbw^ 
loth" goyerncirt and within h(df an hotir one, 
wan mint to (h« governor by Jonccitlirougli ttiw 
jjoun. Within n fow (jiiyn, largo innuborH of inon 
Ivmu tho Htato of AtloHouvi giithcrod and oncanip- 
i'A on t\ii\ Wiilcoriiioii. Thoy brought with thorn 
all tho enuipmonto of war,' To obtain Ibom, a 
pnrly of uuui uiidor fUo dijrcotlon ^^f Judge T. V. 
Thoni||))|(Mi broke into the Uuitod Blntoo ori'Oiud 
and onuory at X/dmrty, Mimioml, and after ft 
forcible doleiilitui of Onptain I,,oonard (thou in 
charge) ,(!272), thoy took the cannon, nnuikotH, 
rjlloM, powder, barfi»)nii, and Indeed all the mutc- 
riali) and mundiouH of war tlioy deinred, hohio of 
wtuuh have never boon returned or accounted 
fi""' 

The chief boHlility of thin military foriiy wno 
ngainHt tho towri of .Lawrence, and thin wno 
etipccially the c-aflo with (ho olHcorp of tho law. 

Your Conunitteo cnn uoo in tho (eiitiniony no 
rcttuoii, cxciiHO, or iialliatiou for (hiu fooling. Up 
to thin time no warrant or proclamation of any 
hind had hiicn in tlic. handii,of any ojjlccr uffainst 
an;/ citizen of Lipvrciicc (273). No anost had 
been attempted, and no writ rcBiHtod in tliat 
town. The rcacuo of BrnuHon Bj^iriing out of a 
murder comriiiitted thirteen railcB tr<imLawrenco, 
in n detached nottlemont, and neither tho town 
rioi' it« citizens extended any protection to Brnn-, 
Bon'a rcHoucrB tfij'l). On tho contrary, two or 
throo days after tho *eacuo, 8. N. Wood, who 
cluiniod publicly to bb oiie ol the rescuing party, 
wished to bo arrested for tho purpose of testing 
tho territorial laws, rind walked up to Sheriff 
Jones i^ud shook hands with him, and exchanged 
other cburtcsiesi He could have been arrested 
without any difficulty, and it wna bis design, 
when he went to Mr. Jones, to be arrested, but 
rib attempt wiis made to do so (275). 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostili- 
ty is the known desirb of the citizens of Law- 
rence to make Kansas a Free State, and tlieir 
repugnance to laws imposed upon them by noh- 
reBideiits. 

Your Committee do not propose to detail the. 
incidents connected with this foray. Fortu- 
nately for the p9aceof the country, a direct con- 
flict between the opposing forces was avoided 
b^ an amicable arrangement. The losscd sus- 
tained by the settlers iu properly taken and time 
and mouejf expended in their own defense, add- 
ed much to the triJds incident to a new settle- 
ment.. Many perebhs were unlawfully taken 
and detained— in some cases, under circum- 
stances of gross cruelty. This was especially so 
in the arrest and treatment of Dr G. A. Cutter! 
and G: F. Warren. They were taken, without 
cause or wairant, 60 miles firom Lawrence, diid 
when Dr. Ciitter was quite sick. They were 
cpna^elled go to the camp at Lawrence, were 

giit info. the custody of "Sheriff Jones," who 
ud ho process to arrest them — they were taken 
into a small room kept as a liq«or shop, which 
was open and very cold. That night Jones 
came in with others, and went tb "playing 
poker at twenty-five cents ante." The prison- '. 
era were obliged to sit up all night, aa there 
Was no room to lie down, when the men were 
playing. Jones. inBulted.lhem frequently, and 
told one of them be taust either " tell oi- swing." 
The guard thefji ,objected tb this treatment of 
prisoners, and Jones desisted. Q. F. War'reh 
thus describes their subsequent conduct : 

They then carried us down to their camp ; . 
Kelly of The Squatter Sovereign, who lives in 
Atchison, came round arid said he thirsted for . 

(271) L: A. PtattiOT. (2T2) Luther Leonard. (27^ 
WiUiitm Shannon, Chas. Robinson. (274) G. I'. Lowry 
bnd Ohaties Boblueon. (276) Ohas, Bobincon. 
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blood, riiul mild Ho filuiiild )ik« tohnuii; tin on tho 
Ihfit li co, Utittcr wiiH Vovy wtdik; tiw\ tlmt ox- 
oU^ttl libn m> thdt ho btxntiho ilolliiouii. Tlioy 
ni)>d i'w tlirco dootow, who ohino. IVr. Slrhi/;- 
follow xvuii otio or tlicm, Thoy iromnliiod tliwo 
widi OiiUor ttiitil tiftor niidiitgnt, niid then took 
liim «p 1,0 tlui oflloo, lui ii very oold la oiiinp. 
I Diuhin tho foray, olthipr QborKo VV. Clivrlt, or 
Mr, Ihinin, murdorod Thbmnti Uiirhor, whilo tho 
lutUir wwi oil tho hlifWvvny o»^ hiii roud fioui Ijiiw- 
rcnmi l.o hin tdidin. Hoth llrod at, hhii, and it in 
iinpoMiiildo ft'Oin tho proof to toU Whono illiot.wnii 
fiitnl. Tlio d«tuil(i of thiit hoinioldo (UO ntutod 
l)y oyo-wiliicmum (^7(1). 

Ajuoii/t flio inmiy noln of Iftwlenn violonco 
which it had boon tho duty of your I'olnmitlo 
to lnroiiti)j[ato, thin iiivamou of Lawronoo hi tho 
inoHt dofi-imolcca. A ooiiijmrlnon of tho facta 
proven, with tho otlicial otntmnoiitH of tho ofll- 
♦tors of tho Wovoriiinent, will nhow how fj;round- 
iCafi word tho protoxtri which (jftvo riot) to it. " A 
comnuiuily in which no crime had been ootnmit- 
tcd by (iuy of its incinborn, againofciuviic of whom 
had a warrant been iimuou ov a complaint, made, 
who bad rosjiotcd no proooao in tho hnnda 6f a 
real or pretended ollicor, wan throntoncd with 
dcfltruetioii in the name of " law and oi'dw," and 
that, too. by inen who innrchod from a nelgh- 
boriii(j btato with nrniB obtained by force, and 
who, III every etago of their progrcBo, violated 
niany laws, and among others tho Cotiatitution 
of tho United States (277). 

Tho chief guilt of it itnuot rcat on Samuel J. 
Jones. His charnotor is illuBtratcd by his Ian- 
guogo at Looompton, where peace was made: 
'* Tho finid Ma^. Clark and Burns both claimed 
tho credit of killing that d — d Abolitionist, aild 
ho didn't know wliiuh ought to ha\ o it. If 
Shannon hadn't been a d— a old foo'., that peace 
would never have been declared. Ho would 
have wiped Lawrence out. Ho hud men and 
means enough to do it" (278). 

Shortly alter tho retreat of tho forces from 
before Lawrence, the election upon the adoption 
of the State Constitution was held at Leaven- 
worth City, on the 15th of December, 1855. 
"While it was proceeding quietly, about noon, 
Charles Dunn, with a party of others, smashed 
in the window of the building in which the elec- 
tion was beine held, and then jtimped into the 
room where the Judges of election were sitting, 
and drove them off (279). One of the clerks of^ 
election snatched up the baUot-box and followed 
the Judges, throwing the box behind the counter 
of on a4}oining room through which he passed on 
his way out. As he got to the street door, Dunn 
caught him by the throat, and pushed him up 
against the outside oTthe building, and deimana- 
ed the ballot-box (280). 

Then Dunn and anothef person struck him in 
the fane, and he fell into the mud, the crowd 
rushed on him and kicked him on the head and 
in bis sides (281). In this manner the electiotl 
was broken up, Dunn and his party obtaining 
the ballot-box and carrjdng it o£^ 

To avoid a similar outrage at the election for 
State ofScers, etc., to be held on the 15th of Janu- 
ary, 1856, the election for Leavenworth DistJict 
was appointed to be held at Eaaton, and the 
time postponed until the 17th day of January, 
1856 (282). On the way to the election, poraons 
were stopped by a party of men at a grocery, 
and their guns taken from them (S!83). During 
tho afternoon, parties came up to the place oi 

(i276)Roborfc Barber, Thomas W. Plerson, Jane 
W. Colbo'rn an^ others. (277) Article 4 of tho 
Amentlments. (278) Borriaou Nichols. (279) Geo. 
•WetheroU. Geoi-ge H- Keller. (280) QeoMO Wothor- 
ell. (281) (JcoTge Wotherell, George W Halliii. 
(^2> jr. C. Green, Hen^ J^ Adame, Joseph H. Spirit. 
<283) Stephen Bparks. 



election and throatoncd to donlioy the ballot-box 
and wore f'Ullty of other iiiiioloiit itind abiinivo 
conduct <2»;i). After tho poUii were oUmcd, 
iiinny of ilio iioltlluH boln/; npjiruhoixilvc of nu 
attack, wore nnncd In tho hoiitio wlioi'o thw oldO- 
tion had been hold >:iiitil tho lioxt inornlng. I^iita 
that ni;{ht fitcplum Bpaik, with hiii son atid 
nephew, iitaitcd for homo, hin route running by 
the iitoro of a Mr. Dawnon, wlici'o a Inrgo party 
of armed wen had collected. An lio appronohcd, 
tliciio men doinandcd thai, ho iihould minendor, 
add giithorcd about him to onfoico the domaiid 
(284). Iiiforiniitioii wnii carried by a mnn in tho 
comnany of Mr. Sparkn to tho honiio w'hoio tluJ 
olOofion had boon hold. K. 1*. lUown and acom- 
pAny of men lunnediatoly went down to rollovo 
Mr, Sparkw, and did roliovo him when ho wan iii 
iimninont dnngor (295), Mr. Sparks thou started 
back with MK llrown and his party, and whllo 
on their wny wore flrod upon by tho other parly. 
Thoy returned 1Jie lire, and an im)(;ular H^!;ht 
then onovuid, in which a man by tho nnmo «vf 
Cook, of tho Pro-SIavory party, received a mor- 
tal wound, and two of tho Froo-Stato party woro 
uliKhtly wounded: 

Mr. IJrown, with seven others who had acco«i- 
paiiiod him iV'oiA Leavenworth, started on their 
i'oturn home. When thoy had proceeded a part 
of tho way, thoy wore stopped and taken prison- 
ers by a party of men called tho Kickapoo Han- 
gers, under tho command of Capt. John W. 
Mtirtin. Thoy woro disarmed and taken back to 
Eaaton, and put in Dawson's store (280). Brown 
was soparirtod from the rest of his porty, and 
tJikeninto tho office of E. 8. Trotter (287). By 
this lime several of l lartin's party and some of 
tho citizens of tho plaiie had become intoxicated, 
arid expressed a detfrmbiation to kill Bro^vn 
(288). Capt. Martin rfta desirous, and did all 
in his power to save him. Several hours woro 
Bponi in discovering what should bo done with 
Brown and his party. In the mean time, without 
tho knowledge of his party, Capt. Martin liberat- 
ed nil of Brown's party but himself, and aided 
them in their escape (289). Tho crowd repeated- 
ly tried to get in the room where Brown was, 
and at one time succeeded, but were put out by 
Martin and others. Martin, finding that further 
effort on his part to save Brown was useless, left 
and went home. The crowd then ^t possession 
of Brown, and finally butchered him in cold blood. 
The wound qf whicn he died was inflicted with a 
hotchet by a man cf the name of Gibson. After 
he had been mortally wounded, Brown was sent 
home with Charles Dunn, and died that night. 
No attempt was made to arrest or punish the 
mnrderers of Brown. Many of them were well- 
known citizens, and some of them were ofiScers 
of the law. On the next Grand Jury which sat 
in Leavenworth County, the Sheriff summoned 
several of the persons inplicated in this murder 
(290). One of them was M. P. Sively, at that 
time Treasurer of the County. He has been ex- 
amined as awitneos before us. The reason be 
gives why no indictments were found is, " they 
killed one of tho Pro-Slavery men, and the Pro- 
Slavery men killed one of the others, and I 
thought it was about mutual.' ' The same Grand 
Jury, however, found bills of indictment against 
those who acted as Judges of the Free-State elec- 
tion. Rively says, " I know our utmost endea- 
vors were made to find out who acted as Judges 
and Clerks on the 17th of January last, and^at 
all tho bogus elections held by the Abolitionista 

(284) Stephen Bpariii. (285) (Jeorge A. Taylor,. 
Stephen Sparks, 3. H. Bird. (286) Reni^ 3. Adams, 
Gi>org« A. Taylor. W. P. Kirby, John H. Martin, Wiley 
WilUams. (287) Henry J. AdamB, J. W. Martin. (288) 
Wiley WilUams, 3. W Martin. H. J. Adams. (289) 
H. 3. Adams, G. A. Taylor, J. H. Bird, WIloy Wil. 
liama. (290) 21. P. Ilively. 



Iioro. Wo woi'o voiy iinxloiio to find tluim ouf., nn 
wo (lioufflil, Ihoiii <Kiliii|c ill(!^5(illy." 

Ydur ()<)inHiitl<;i), In ilici'' oxiuniimllon, havo 
found llmt in no mtm (»!" orluio or Iionnloido, nion- 
tionoil in iho roporl; or in lliO toiitimony, hiifi nny 
indltitnioiit. lioou foiuul nRiiimit Iho muUy piu ly, 
0X001)1 iu Iho lioinl<'.i(lo ol'OImk Ity MoCioii, Mo- 
Crod bohiK <i Froc-Hldto num. . 

Your (idniniiUoo did not doom it, wilhin thoir 
power or duly to tnl, toitr.luiony «n lo ovonln 
Avhioli Imvo triMiiipirod I'uco lliodato of thoir np- 
pointniont) but, nii noino of Iho ovontii londod 
(icriouiily to ondnirnum, hindor nnd doltiy tlioir 
inv<Mili{<titionH, thoy doom it proper hero to rolor 
to thoni. On thoir iirriviil in tho Territory, ttio 
ncopio woro arrayed hi two hotttiUi pnrtion. TJio 
lioalility of thotn wan oontinually incroanod dur- 
ing our Hfay in tlio Territory, by tl»o iirriv<il of 
nrinod bodioti of men wlio, from thoir cfjuipmonlH, 
onmo not to follow tlio peaceful purHuito of life, 
but nrniod and orRaniisod into companion, appa- 
rently for war — by (lie unlawful detention of pcr- 
HOHH and proiiorty while panninf^ lln'ouRh tlio 
State of fllitiHouri, and by frequent forcible 
(ioizuroa of pornona and property in tho Territory 
without legal warrant. Your Committoo rogret 
that they were compolled to witncna inatancoH of 
each of tUcno claaHoa of outrngea. While holding 
their aoRaion at Weatport, Mo., at tho requcat oi 
tho Bitting Delegate, they aaw aovoral bodica of 
armed men, confoMBodly citizona of Miaaouri, 
march into tho Territory on forays againat ita 
citizens, hut under tho protonao of enforcing tho 
onaotmente before referred to. Tho wagona of 
omigrante were Btx)p{)od in tho highways, and 
Boarched without claim or legal powers, and in 
Bomo instances all thoir property taken from 
them. In Leavenworth City, leading citizens 
woro arrested at noonday in our presencoj by an 
anaod force, without ony claim of authority, ex- 
cept that derived from a Bolf-conatitutod Coiri- 
mitteo of Vigilance, many of whom wore Legis- 
lative and Executive ofiiccrs. Some wore ro- 
loasod on promiein^ to leave the Territory, and 
others, after being detained for a time, were form- 
ally notified to leave, under the savereSt penal- 
ties. The only offense charged against them was 
their political opinions, and no one was thus ar- 
rested for alleged crime of any grade. There was 
no resistance to these lawless acta by the settlers, 
because, in their opinion, the persons engaged in 
them would be Buatained and reinforced by the 
citizens of the populous border counties of Mis- 
souri, from whence they were only separated by 
the nver. In one cnae witnessed by yoar Com- 
mittee, an application for the writ of habeas cor- 
pus was prevented by the urgent solicitation of 
Pro-Slavery men, who insisted that it would en- 
danger tho life of the prisoner to be discharged 
under legal process. 

While we remained in the Territory, repeat- 
ed acta of outrage were committed upon the 
quiet, unoffending citizens, of which we received 
authentic intelligence. Men were attacked on 
the highway, robbed, and subsequently im- 
prisoned. Men were seized and searched, and 
their weapons of defense taken firom them with- 
out compensation. Horses were frequently taken 
and appropriated. Oxen were token from the 
yoke while plowing, and butchered in the pres- 
ence of their owners. One young man was seised 
in the streets of tho town of Atchison, and 
under circumstances of gross barbarity was 
tarrei and cottoned, and in that condition was 
sent to his family. All the provisions of the 
Constitution of the United States, securing per- 
eons and property, are utterly disregarded. 
Tho officers ot tho law, instead of protecting 
the people, were in some inetances engaged in 
these outrages, and in no instance did we leara 
that any man was arrested, indicted or pun- 
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lnhod for ' any of IhfUln orlnum. Whilo nmh 
oflbnnph wore (toiiitiiitted with impunity 1h<t MwfO 
woro M«()d am ii, nioaun of indlolhifj u\m for hohi- 
Ing ohH^Moni), proliiniiiary lo IVaiiiiujf a (lonntllu- 
lion and apjilyiufj for admini.jou into (hn fliilou 
ai) tho Htato of Kunaaii, (/'hnvgoii of hi(j;h trtindon* 
woro inado «(^nlnnt proiydnont (lilizenii ulion 
KrounUii which i)6om to your Conunillco ubnund 
and rldlouhniH, and under i\u)m oliavfjon Ihoy iuo 
now held in ountody and aro refunctl tlu! privi- 
lege of bail. In iiovoral caaen men woro )irr<Mit(;d 
in the Btatoof Mimioilri wlille pamiing on Ihoir 
lawful buninoim through that Shiio, ami detained 
until hidiotmonlH could bo found in the Terri- 
tory. 

'I'heoo proooedingn woro followed by an oflenao 
of ntill greater amgnltudo. Under color of 
legal iirocoHH, ii company of about 700 anrtod 
men, tho great body ol whom your Oonnnit- 
too aro tiatialled wero not citizona ol Iho Territory, 
marched into tho town of Ijiiwroneo under Mivr- 
ahrtl Donaldson and S. J. Jones, otnoeru claim- 
ing lo act under tho law, and bombarded and 
then burned to tho ground a valuable hotel and 
one private houaoj destroyed two printlng- 
nresBOB and material ; and tfien, being roleaaod 
by tho ofllcero, whoso poaso they claim to bo, 
proceeded to sack, pillage, and robhoueoa,«toro8, 
trunks, eio.. oven to tho clothing of women and 
children. Homo of tho lettora thus unlawfully 
taken wero i)rivato onea, written by tho contcat- 
ing Delegate, and they wero offered in evidence. 
Your Conimitteo did not deem that the pci-aono 
holding them had any right thus to uho thorn, 
and refused to be made tho inBtrumenta to report 
private letters thus obtained. 

Thia force was not resiBted, bccauoo it was col- 
lected atid marshaled under tho forms of law. 
But this act of barbarity, unexampled in tho 
history of our Government, was followed by its 
natural consequences. All tho restraints which 
American citizens aro aceustdmcd to pay oven 
to the appearance of law, were thrown off j one 
act of violence led to another ; homicidea became 
frequent. A party under H. C. Pate, composed 
chiefly of citizens of Missouri, were taken priaon- 
ers by a party of settlers ; and whilo your Com- 
mittee were at Westport, a company chiefly Of 
Missourians, accompanied by tho acting Dele- 
gate, went to relieve Pate and his party, and a 
collision was prevented by the United States 
troops. Civil war has seemed impending in the 
Temtory. Nothing can prevent so great a ca- 
lamity but the presence of a large force of United 
States troops, under & commander who will with 
prudence and discretion quiiet the excited pas- 
sions of both parties, and expel with force the 
armed bands of lawless men coming from Mis- 
souri and elsewhere, who with criminal pertinaci- 
ty infest that Territory. 

In some cases, and as to one entire election-dis- 
faict, the condition of the country prevented the 
attendance of witnesses, who were either arrested 
or detained while obeying' our process, or deter- 
red from so doing. The Sergeant-at- Arms who 
served the processes upon them was himself ar- 
rested and detained for a short time by an armed 
force, claiming to be a part of the posse of the 
Marsnal, but was allowed to proceed upon an 
examination of his papers, nnd was furnished 
with a pass, signed by " Wafren D. Wilkes of 
South Carolina." John Upton, another officer 
of the Committee, was subsequently stopped by 
a lawless force on the borders of the Territoiy, 
and after being detained and treated with great 
indignity was released. Ho also was iiirmshed 
with a pass signed by two (ritizens of Missouri, 
and addressed to " Pro-Slavery men." By reason 
of these disturbances we were delayed in Wesi- 

Eort,so that while in session there, our time wot) 
ut partially occupied. 



But tlvo ol)!itrHotlou wUl«)l« orontadtlio xxioiit, 
Hcrioim onilxkrrannmout to your (.lommltloo wiin 
ilio nthsinitlod m-rtiHt. of Ciov. llootlor, tUo ooutoiit- 
h\fr, .l)ol()K(it«, im(»n n writ of ftU(vcl«nont ionucd 
nKdiiiHt liiim by Jn(l{{0 I^ooovflpto to ooiniiol \\\n 
txmwhuwci an « wll iionn boforo tho Ornnd .niry of 
I)oti(;l(u> County, Willinm Fnivo, rooontly tVoiti ^ 
filntoof (Sl(j«rj;uv, (lud oluinunij to liotlio Dojiuty 
Mavniuil, omno into (ho room ol' ll>o C'oniuuttoo 
whllo Gov. Itcodor vrm oxcimiulnR a, wiinoBn bo- 
foro uo, nnd liroduoing t)io writ rcijuirod Gov- 
lloodcir to nttond bun. Bwbnoc^uont ovoutn linvo 
only Htrotifjlbonod tho couvlotuu* of your Oom- 
miltco thiit thin wnn a wrmtou and unlawful in- 
torfcrouoo by the Judpo wlio itioued tho writ, tond- 
inji; KrcftHy to obntruot n full nud fnir iuvoutiBii- 
tion. Gov. lloodor nud Gon. Wbitfliold nlouo 
woro fully ponHoimcd of that locftl information 
which woul<i onablo uo to olioit tho wholo truth, 
and it WI19 obvioua to ovory ono that any event 
which would noparato either of tliom from tho 
Cominitleo woidu nccoauiuily hinder, delay, and 
ornhnrrntm it. Gov. Itoodor olainiod that, under 
tho circumntanooa in whiciv ho wna placed, I»o 
Wftfl privilogod from nrrcst except for treason, 
felony, or breach of tho ponce. Ab this wno a 
(juostioa of privilege, proper for tho Oourta, or 
lor tho privilogod poition alone to determine on 
hio peril, wo declined to givo him any protection 
or tnko nny action in tho matter. Ho refuBod to 
obey tho writ, believing it to bo a more protenao 
to got tho custody of bia person, and fearing, ob 
ho alleged, that ho would bo nBsaBsinnted by 
lawlosa Danda of men then gathering in and near 
liocompton. He then loft tiio Territory. 

SubHoquontly H. Miles Mooro, nn attorney in 
IiOftvenworth City, but for eoveral yonra a cid- 
zon of Weston, Mo., kindly furnished tho Com- 
mitteo information na to tho residence of persons 
voting at tho olectionn, and in Bomo cases ox' 
amined witnesses boforo us. Ho was arrested on 
the etreeta of that town by an armed band of 
about thkty men, headed by W. D. Wilkes, 
•without tiny color of authority, confined, with 
other citizens, under a military guard for twenty- 
four hours, and then notified to leave the Terri- 
tory. His testimony was regarded as important, 
ana upon hia sworn statement that it would en- 
danger his person to give it openly, the majority 
of your Committee deem it proper to examine him 
ex parto and did so. 

By reason of these occurrences, the contestant, 
and the party with and for whom he acted, wero 
unrepresented before us during a greater portion 
of the time, and your Committee were required 
to ascfittain tho truth in the best manner they 
could. 

Your Committee report the following; facts 
and conclusions as established by the testunony : 

First: I'hat each election in the Territory, 
held under the organic or alleged Territorial law, 
has been carried oy organized invasions from 
tho State of Missouri, by which the people of the 
Territory have been prevented firom exercising 
the rights secured to them by the organic law. 

Second : That the alleged Territorial Legislo- 
turo was an Ulegally-constituted body, and had 
no powerf o pass vahd laws, and thek enactments 
ore, therefore, null and void. 

Third : That these alleged laws have not, as 
a general thing, been used to protect persons and 
property and to punish wrong, but for unlawful 
purposes. 

Fmirtli: That the election under which the 
sitting Delegate, John W. WMtefield, holds his 
seat, was not held in pursuance of any valid law, 
aud that it should be regarded only as the ex- 
pression of the choice of those resideM citizen , 
who voted for him. 

Fifth: That tho elecUon Mider which the con- 
tcating Delegate, Andrew H. Reeder, clums hia 



mnX, vrm not hold Ju purmiauoo of Iiiw, and Hint; 
liiduiuld bo roijiudod only iw tho oxproiiolon of 
tho oholoo of tho roiiidoul oltli'.oun w1h» voted for 
him, 

kilxth t That 'Andrew H. Koodur ronoivod u 
laoiitCT nuinbor of vol 011 of roiiidont oil\/.oun than 
.John W, Whltfiold, for DoloRnto, 

Scvmth ! That in the pronout oouditlou of tho 
Territory n fair olootion cannot bo hold without 
a now c.ouMUn, a ntrin^jout nnd w<!ll-gunrdcd 
clootlon law, tiio nolootjou of imnnrtial Judfj^cn, 
and tho proiionco of llnittid Stutoiitroopn at ovory 
plnco of olootiou. 

IPaghth ; Tlmt tho various «looHonn hold by 
tho pooplo <»f tho Territory proliiuinniy to tho 
fonnatiou of tluj 8t«toGovornmont have boon no 
regular nn tho diitturbcd condition of tho Terri- 
tory would allow; «iud that tho Conatitutiou 
paHfiod by tho Convention, hold in purHUunco of 
naid olootiono, embodies tho will of a migority of 
tho poonlo. 

Ah it ») not tho province of your Committoo 
to Buijgciit roincdieu for tho oxioting troubloa in 
tho Territory of Kansas, thoy content thomsclvca 
with tho foregoing stutomont of fuota. 
All of which is rcopootfully oubmittofl, 

Wm. A. HoWAED, 
JOUN SUEUHAIf. 



Tho Froo-Stato Constitution framed at 
Topeka for Kansas, by tho Convention called 
by the Free-State party, (as set forth in tho 
foregoing documents,) was in due season Bub- 
mitted to Congress — Messrs. Andrew H, 
Reeder (tho Free-State Territorial delegate) 
and James H. Lane having been chosen by 
the first Free-Stato Legislature Senators of 
the United States, and Mr. Jil. W. Delahay 
elected Representative in the House, by the 
Free-State men of Kansas. Of course, these 
were not entitled to their seats until the 
aforesaid instrument (known as " the Topeka 
Constitution") should be accepted by Con- 
gress, and the State thereupon admitted into 
the Union. This Constitution, being form- 
ally presented in either House, was received 
and referred to thesr respective Committees 
on Territories ; but the accompanying Me- 
morial from the Free-State Legislature, set- 
ting forth the grounds of the application, 
and praying for admission as a State, was, 
after having been received by the Senate, 
reconsidered, rejected, and returned to Col. 
Lane, on the allegation that material changes 
had been made in it since it left Kansas. 
The Senate, in like manner, rejected repeated 
motions to accept the Constitution, and 
thereupon admit Kansas as a Free otate — 
there never being more than Messrs. Hamlin 
and Fessenden of Maine, Hale and Bell of 
New-Hampshire, Collaraer and Foot of Ver- 
mont, Sumner and Wilson of Mass., Foster 
of Connecticut, Seward and Fish of New 
York, Wade of Ohio, Durkee and Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Trumbull of Illinois, and Harlan 
of Iowa, (16) Senators in favor of such ad- 
mission, and th«jse never all present at the 
same time. 

In the Hous&— -the aforesaid Constitution 
and M*eraorial having been submitted to the 
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Oommitteo on TcvriLorion, itfi Olminriuii, 
Ml'. (3 vow of I'onnii., from a uHijoiiLy c f iiuUI 
Ooinniill-oo, rcporfxnl iu favor of ilui ndiuio- 
fiiou of KiunfmH luidor Btuili Oonniitution, im 
aFrooSl^fito; and after dcibaio tUo FrovioiiB 
(iacHtiou tlioroon wiiii ordiircd (Jiuio 28th) 
by a voto of 98 AycH to (13 Nocn. Frovioiin 
to tliifl, howovor, Mr. Stoplionti of (iJcorgia 
liud propoHcd, as an airumdiuoiit or oubatituto, 
ft radically different bill, cont-cmnlatiug the 
appointment by fhorrcoident and Senalfl of 
live Commlflaionorfl, who Hhould repair to 
KanaaH, talto a ccuhhs of the inhubitaii4a and 
legal votorfl, and thereupon proceed to ap- 
portion, during the month of September, 
1850, the delogatoa (52) to form a constitu- 
tional convention, to, be elected by the legal 
voters aforesaid ; said delogatcfl to bo chosen 
on the day of the Presidential election (Tues- 
day, Nov. 4tli, 185G), and to oasemblo iu 
convention on the first Monday in December, 
^856, to form a State Constitution. The 
bill proposed, also, penalties for illegal voting 
at said election. 

To this Bubstitutc-bill, Mr. Dunn of In- 
diana proposed the following amendment, to 
come m at the end as an additional section : 

Skc. 18. And he it furtlicr enacted, That so 
much of tlio fourteenth section and of the thirty- 
eecond Boction of the act passed at tho first scs- 
flion of tho Thu ty-Third ConRTOSS, commonly 
called tho Kansas and NobrasKa act, as roads 
as follows : " Except tho eighth section of tho act 
preparatory to tho admission of Missouri into the 
Union, approved March 6, 1820, which, being 
inconsistent with the principle of non-interven- 
tion by Congress with slavery in tho States and 
Territories, as recognized by tho legislation of 
1850, commonly called the compromise measures, 
is hereby declared inoperative and void; it 
being the true intent and meaning of this act 
not to legislate slavery into any State or Terri- 
tory, or to exclude it therefrom, out to leave the 
people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate 
their domestic mstitutions in theu: own way, sub- 
ject only to tho Constitution of the United 
States : Provided, That nothing herein contiuned 
shall be construed to revive or put in force any 
law or regulation which may have existed prior 
to the act of 6th March, 1820, either protecting, 
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery," 
be, and the same is thereby, repealed, provided 
tiiat any person or persons lawfully held to 
service within either of the Territories named in 
said act shall be discharged from such service, 
if they shall not be removed and kept out of said 
Territories within twelve months nova, the pas- 
eoge of this act. 

Mr. Dunn's amendment to the Stephens 
amendment or substitute, was carried : Teas 
109 ; Nays 102— as follows : 

YEAS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- 
bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, 
Bingham, Bishop, .Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Broom, BuiSnton, Burlingamo, James H. Camp- 
bell, Lewis I>. Campbell, Bayard Clarke, Ezra 
Clark, ClawBon, Colfax, Comins, Govodo,Crainn, 
Cumback, Bamrell, Timothy t>avis. Dean, I)e 
Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd. Dunn, Durfeo, 
Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, HoUoway, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 



^ASKA STIIUGGIMO. 147 

riton, Koliioy. ICin/y, ICmipp, Knight, KiiowHou, 
KiioK, Kuiilrol, Loiter. Miico, Mattonnii. Mc- 
Carlj'', Moacluuri, Killiau MllUir, Milhvard, 
Mtioro, Moi^nn, fllorrlll, Murroy, Andrew Olivor, 
Pdi'lcor, Podrco, VolUtu, l'ou>ilii({U)n, Von'y, 
INitUt, IMko, Fnni'lo, I'urvluuco, llobbiu'w, 
Iloberlii, Kobinon, i;'iibiu, Hugo, Hnmi, Scott, 
Hhonnan, (iliinuionn, StHutoM, Mu'nuan'iH, Tnp- 
)an, Tlioriiigtoii, Thunitou, Todd, Traftoii, 
WtuUi, Wakomnu, Walbridfro, Wnldron, 0«id- 
wnliulcr C. Wanhbiuno, IClilm B. Waiihburiio, 
Iiniiol Wniihbuni, Walnon, Wolcli, Whituoy, 
Wood, Woodriifl", and Woodvyorlh—lOO. 

jnijrn. Aikon, Allen, Muiolay, Barkn- 
dalo, BcU, Iloiidloy 8. Bomiott, llocook, B*»wio, 
Boyce. Branch, Brooks, Biiruott, C«dw(il(ider, 
John P. Cainpboll, Carlilo, CaruthprH, Ciiskio, 
CliiiKinan, Howdl C<)bb, WilUauiHoii It. W. 
Cobb, Cox, Craigo, Crawford, Davidson, Day, 
Denver, Dowdoll, EdnuuulKOu, Elliot. ICuglinu, 
EuotiR, Faulkuor, iriorcnco, Footor, Thomns J. 
D. Fuller, Goodo, Gieoinvood, Augustaa Hnll, 
J. Morrison HarriH, Snmpaon W. Ilarrif), H5(!k- 
man, Hoffman, Houston, ticwott, Goorgo W. 
Jones, J. G'anoy J.incii, Koitt, Kolly, Konnctt, 
Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, Aloxandot 
K. Mnrahall, Humphrey Marshall, Mnxwoll, Mc- 
MuUin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Nichols, 
Mordccai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paino, Pock, 
Phelps, Porter, Powell, Purycar, Quitman, 
Koady, Kicauu. Richardson, Rivers, Ruflin, 
Rust, Sandidgo, Savngo, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 

A. Smitht William Smitii, William E. Smith, 
Sneed, Spinner, Stephens, Stewart, Swojpo, Tal- 
bott, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Widkor, 
Warner, Watkino, Wheeler, Willians, Daniel 

B. Wright, John V. Wright, and ZoUicoffer— 
102. 

Mr. Stephens's substitute, as thus amend- 
ed by its adversaries, was abandoned by its 
original friends, and received but Hoo votes 
— those of Messrs. Geo. G. Dunn ,of Indiana 
and John Scott Harrison of Ohio — Nays 
210. 

Mr. Dunn had previously moved a refer- 
ence of the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. This was 
now defeated : Yeas 101 ; Nays l09. 

Mr. Jones of Tenn. now moved that the 
bill do lie on the table, which was defeated : 
Teas 106 ; Nays 107 (Barclay of Penn., 
Dunn of Ind., Haven and Williams of N. T. 
— Yeas ; Bayard Clarke of New-Tork, Hick- 
man and MUlward of Pa.. Moore of Ohio, 
and Scott of Ind. — Nays ; Scott Harrison 
of Ohio not voting, Wells of Wise, absent). 
The House now refused to adjourn by 106 
to 102 ; and, after a long struggle, the final 
question was reached, and the bill rejected : 
Yeas, 106 ; Nays 107— as follows : 

YEAS— Messrs. Albright, Allison, BaU, Bar- 
bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, 
Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Buffinton, Burlingame, J. H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, i?a^ar<i Clarke, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, 
Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow,, Robert B. Hall, Herlao, ificA-- 
more, HoUoway, Thomns R. Horton, Valentine 
B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Knnkel, Lei- 
ter, Mattesoni McCarty, Meaoham, Killian Mil- 
ler, Millioard, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, 



Nioliolii, Anilrinv Olivor, I'llrkor, I'onrc.o, I\iltou, 
INnmiuKtoii, Pory. l'«ttlt, I'lko, I'urviiuioo, 
Molibjim, Uobintii,'H()l)iiior, Rulthi, Hajjo, BiH)i>, 
Wcrt^/:, Hlionunn, Hliumonit, Biiituuir, atm»t;oii, 
Blniiuilwin,T«piM«K'jL'U()riuKl;ori,ThuvMt()i»,Tod(l, 
'ri(v(1.o«,Wmlo, Wukouum, Wnlbridfjo, Wnldrou, 
(Jiwlw»i\iul«r 0. WaiiUbuiiU), IClilui 11. Wunli- 
bunio, InmolWrnilibuniiWulnon, Welch, W<«til, 
WoofhMiiF, nm\ Woorlworlb— 

NAYS— M(i(imn. Aikon, AUon, liarday, llfvvJtfl- 
dnl(i, Doll, Homlloy IJonnot, UocmjcI'c, Uowio, 
Boyco, iJninoh, HiooUh, Broom, Duructt, Cnd- 

OiiHkio, HowiiU Oobb,Wmian.m)u M. W. Cobb, 
Cot, CraiL'o, Crfwrord, Ci>lUi«, DaviilHoh, Don- 
ver, Dowaoll, Dunn, JSiJiniindnon, Elliot, Eiig- 
I'iHicnidL'o, KuntK Eviinn, li'milknor, Flor- 

wood, Au>;wtitu8 HnlljJ. MorrlHon llamn, Sainn- 
Hou W. Himifl, Harmon, Haven, llorbort, llolt- 
mnn, Houston, Jowott, Qooriro W. Jonoa, J, 
Qlnnoy Jonoa, KoUt, lioUy, Itonuoft, KulwoU, 
Lftko, Lotolior, LinfJloy, Luinnkin, Aloxnndor K. 
MorelmSl, Huwphroy Mftiuh(ill, Snmiiol 8. M«r- 
Bhnll, Mftxwoll, AIcMullin, UrcQaoon, Smith Mil- 
ler, Millaon, Mor«loc«i Olivor, Orr, Packer, 
Pnino, Peck, PIiclps, Portor, Powoll, Puryoar, 
Quitmnn, Rondy, Kicaud, Klvorn, KiifDn, Kiiet, 
(SnndidKO, Savftffo, Sownrcl^ Shorter, Sumnol A. 
Smith, Willium Smith, Wilhum R. Smith, Snood, 
Stophone, Stewart, Swopo,Tftlbott,Taylor,Trippo, 
Underwood, Vnlk, Wulkor, Wnmor, Watkins, 
Wheolor, Whitney, Williams, Daniel B. Wright, 
John v. Wright, and ZolIicoffer-107. 

So the bill was lost. 

Mr. Goodo of Virginia now sought to 
move a reconsideration, and to have that 
motion laid on the table ; bat was cut off by 
a motion to adjourn already pending, v/hich 
prevailed. 

July 1st. — Mr. Barclay (Dem.) of Pa. rose 
to a privileged motion. He moved a recon- 
sideration of the preceding vote, by which 
the Free-Kansas bill had been rejected. A 
stormy debate ensued, in the midst of which 
Mr. Howard of Mich, rose to a question of 
higher privilege (as affecting the right of a 
member [delegate] to his seat) and submitted 
the Report of the Kansas Investigating 
Committee (ahready given). The Speaker 
sustained the motion, and the House sus- 
tained the Speaker. The Report was there- 
upon presented and read, consuming a fall 
day. 

Jidy 3rd. — The question of reconsidering 
the vote defeating the Free-Kansas bill was 
again reached. Mr. Houston of Ala. moved 
that it do lie on the table : Defeated : Yeas 
97 ; Nays 102. The main question was then 
ordered : Yeas 101 ; Hays 98 ; and the re- 
consideration carried : Yeas 101 ; Nays 99 
The previous question on the passage of the 
bill wan now ordered : Yeas 99 ; Navs 9G ; 
a motion by Mr. McQueen of S.O. to lay the 
bill on the table was defeated : Yeas 9? ; 
Nays 100 ; and then the bill was finally 
passed : Yeas 99 j Nays 97, aa follows : 

TEAS— Mossra. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar. 
bour, Barclay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billing 
litu:8t,Bingham,Bli89,BradBhaw.Brenton,BRiBn- 
ton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Bayard Clarko, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coltax, 



Comlnfl, Covodo, OinKln, (Jtanbaok, Dairuoll, 
Timothy Davin, Day, Doan, Do Witt, Dick, 
Diiiluiou, Dodd, J)iufoo. Kdlo, Ifldwardn, Wmrlo, 
I)UH|.;lor, OaUoway, (FKldlujiiH, Oilborl, Urun)for, 
(how, Uobort B. llall, Harlan, lliokman, Hollo- 
way, ThomaM It. Horlon, Valimtino B. Horton, 
Howard, Huphiilou, Kolnoy. Kln|f. Knapp, 
Knif'ht, Ku()wll(»n,Kuox, Kvumol, Loi{or,Matto- 
iion,l>T«Cavty, Moaoham. ItlUlan Miller, Miilward, 
Morgan, DIorriU, Mott, Murrfiiy, Niolioln, Anchow 
Oliver, I'arliiir, P'»aroo, Pollon, Porry, Piko, 
Pringlo, Purvianoo, Robbinfi, Robortii, Kobinon, 
Babin, Ha(j;o, Sapp, Soott, j^iiorman, Hpinjior, 
Straniihan/rapptin.Thorini'ton.ThurHton.Todd, 
Traflon, Wado.WaKoman, VValnridgo, Widdron, 
Cadwalartor C. Wa»hbarno, Kliliil B. Waiih- 
burno, Iriraol Waiihhnrn, Wololi, Woodrnil', anil 
Woodworth— 5)9. 

NAYS— McBfirH. Ailcon, AUon, Barkodnlo, Boll, 
Ilondloy 8. Bonnott, ' Booock, Bo wio. Branch, 
BroolcH, Broom, Burnett, Cadwalador, Ca utlioro, 
CaRkio, Clinginan, IIowoll Cobb, WdlianiBoa R. 
W. Cobb, Cox, Craigo, Crawford, Cullon, Henry 
Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdoll, Dunn, ISd- 
mundBon, Englioh, Etheridgo, EuBtiB, Evans, 
Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thos. J 
D. Fuller, Goodo, Greonwobd, Augufltua Hall, J 
Morrison Harris, Sampnon W. llarria, Thomao 
L. Harrifl, Harrison, Haven, HouRton, Jowott, 
Goorgo W. Jones. J. Glancy Jones, KoUy, Kcn- 
nett, iCidwoll, Lake, Lindloy. Lumpkin, Alex 
under K. BlarHhall, Humphrey Murelmll, Sa 
muel S. Morshall, AIoMullin, McQueen, Smith 
Miller, Milson, Mordocai Oliver, Orr, Packer, 
Peck, Phelps, Portor, Powell, Puryear, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rivers, Ruflin, Rust, Sandidgo, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. EmiUi, Sneod, Stephens, Stew- 
art, Swope, Taylor, Trippo, Underwocl, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Watkins, Whoelei, Whitney, 
Williams, Winslow, Daniel B, Wright, John V 
Wright, and Zollicoffer— 97. 

Mr. Grow of Pa. moved the reconsidera- 
tion of this vote, and that the motion to ro- 
consider do lie on the table, which was per- 
mitted, without further division. 



The following is the Free-Kansas or 
Topeka Constitution aforesaid : 

CONSTITUTION 
OF THE STATE OP KANSAS. 

PREAMBLE : 

We, the People of the Territory of Kansas, by 
onr delegates in Convention assembled at Topo- 
ka, on &Q 83d day of October, a. d, 1855, and 
of the Independence of the United States the 
eightieth year, having the right of admiesion into 
the Union as one of the United States of America, 
consistent with the Federal Constitntion and by 
virtue of the treaty of cession by France to the 
United States of tno Province of LouisionB;, in 
order to secure to ourselves and our posterity 
the enjoyment of all the rights of life, liberty and 
property, and the free pursuit of happiness, do 
mutually agree with each other to form ourselves 
into a &ee and independent State, by the name 
and style of the State of Kansas, bonnded aii 
follows, to wit: Beginning' at; a point on tho 
western bonndary of the State of Missouri whero 
the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude 
crosses tho same ; thence west on said parallei 
to fko eastern bonndary of Now-Mexioo ; thence 
north on said boundary to latitude thirty-eight ; 
thence following said boundary westward to the 
eastern boundary of the Territory of Utah oa 
the summit, of tUo Rocky Mountains; thoncs 
northward on said summit to the fortieth parallel 
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of itftitl latUuilo i tlionoo oaol: on mild luunllol lo 
l.ho woijloijt botu liuy of the Klafo of MimuMui: 
llumoo (umth wiili tho woolwu bouniliny of (laid 
Btiito to tho pliUiO of bcKiuiiliun fiud do ovdtiiu 
ivikI oiilubliiih (lu) foUowiuft OoNiU'nii'noN and 
IJiM. oi' KiMUTfi for llio /jovoriimoiil; thereof; 

AuTuujc 1.— Hir.T, OK ItKurni, 

Suction 1. Allmon mo l)y)iHluro IVoo and 
ludopondont, (indhiivocortnin inidioiiiiblorlf^htf), 
umonff wliioh arotliofio of onJoyin|!; and dofondhifj 
llfo and liberty, aequirinj;, pomieuiiin/f, and pro- 
tooting pvoi)(;rt,y. and . fit'okini; and ol»t.(iiuin(; 
liappineHo and nalbty. 

mo. 2. All poUtionl pawor la inherent in tho 
I'KoriiE. Qovonnxunit in ineliliitcd for (heir 
equal protection and bonolitj and they have tho 
riKlit to alter, reform or aboliuh tho tiamo whon- 
oyor thoy may doom it noccimary ; andnw wpeeial 
privilo/foi) or Hninunitioo shall over bo granted 
that may not bo altxjrod, rovokod, or repealed by 
tho General ABoeuibly. 

Skc. 3. The people have the right to asHemblo 
together, in a pcaeeahlo manner. to conault, for 
their common good, to inotruet tlioir lleprosont- 
ativcB, and to petition tho General Aanembly 
for tho rodrcaa of Rriovancefl. 

Sec. 4. Tho people have tho right to bear armo 
for thoir defuneo and aocurity, but standinj? ar- 
mica in time of poaco are dangei'ous to liber- 
ty, and shall not bo kept up ; and tho military 
Bhall bo kept in strict aubordinalion to the civil 
power. 

Sko. 5. Tho right of trial by jury shall bo in- 
violate. 

Skc. 6. There shall bo no Sln.very in this State, 
nor involuntory aervitudo, unless for tho punish- 
ment of crime. 

Sec 7. All men have a natural and inJofoasi- 
blo right to worship Almighty God according to 
tho dictates of their own conscience. No person 
shall bo compelled to attend, erect or support 
any place of worship, or maintain any form of 
worship against his consent ; and no preference 
shall bo given by law to any religious society ; 
nor shalf any interference with the rights of 
conscience be permitted. _No religious test shall 
be required as a qualification for ofBce, nor shall 
any person bo incompetent to be a witness on ac- 
count of his religious belief; but nothing herein 
shall be construed to dispense with oaths and 
affirmations. Eoligion, morality, and knowledge, 
however, being essential to good government, it 
shall be the duty of the Grenerol Assembly to 
pass suitable laws to protect every religious de- 
nomination in the peaceabio enjoyment of its 
own mode of public worship, and. to encourage 
schools and the means of instruction. 

Sec. 8. The privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus shall not ne suspended, unless in case of 
rebellion or invasion the public safety require it. 

Skc. 9, All persona shall be baUablo by sutH- 
ciont sureties, unless for co^ital offenses where 
the proof is evident, or the presumption great. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor exceh- 
sive fines imposed, nor cruel and. unusual pxm- 
ishments iufiicted. 

Sec. 10. Except in cases of impeachment, and 
cases arising in the jarmy and navy, or in the 
militia, when in actual service, in time of war 
or public danger, and in cases of petit larceny 
and other Inferior offenses, ho person shall be 
held, to answer for a capital or otherwise infa- 
mous crime, unless on presentment or indictmehf; 
of a Graiid Jury. In any trial, in any court, tho 
party accused shall be allowed to appear and 
defend in person, and with counsel, to demand 
the nature and cause of the accusation against 
him, and to have a copy thereof ; to meet the 
witnesses face to face, and to have comjnilsory 
process to procure the attendance of witnesses 
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in hill bohiAlf, and u (ip(i<idy publlo trial by an Im- 
p(wHal'j«ry j»f tho county or illiilrlct in whlcli tho 
olVoiHio in (illo(!(oi'. to have boon conunittc^d ; iwv 
rtuiU atiy ponum bo coinptillcd In imy crhulnul 
caito tobd H witnoiui agaiutit himnolf, or bo twhic 
put »n.io(ip(udy for tho iiamo oil'ormo. 

Sko. U. lOvory olti/,(in may frcoly njioak, write 
and publifth hits imnthnondi on all iiubjootn, hohig 
roapontiiblo for tho abuuo of, Iho right | and no 
law nhall ho paiKUid to rodtraln or al»ri<'(j() tho 
liberty of iipooch or of t ho prorm. In all criminal 
proHocutioiui or indiotmciktii for libel, the truth 
may bo given in ovidcno'i to tho Jury, and if it 
shall appear to tho jury that tho matfcr charged 
anlibclouii ia two. and Wan publinhcd with good 
motivci), and for juBtifiablo <>udn, tho party nljnll 
hoftcquHtod. 

Sno. la. No portion shall bo trannportod o\»t of 
tho State for any ollonso counnittod within tho 
uamo ; and no conviction ehaU work corruption 
of blood or forfoituro of c«toto, 

Skc. 13. No soldier ahall, in time of poaco, bo 
quartered in any house without tho consent of 
tlio owner ; nor in time of war, oxcopt in a man- 
ner proncribod by law. 

Sbo. 14. Tho right of tho people to bo sccuro in 
thoir poiBonB, houBos, papers, and poasctiBiona. 
against unroaaonabloBoarchCD and ocr/AircB, shall 
not bo violated; and no warrant ehull issue but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or af- 
firmation, purtioularly describing the place to 
be Bcarchod, and the persona and things to bo 
seized. 

Sec. 15. No person Bhall bo imprisoned for 
debt in any civu action, or mesne or final pro- 
CC8B, unless in case of fraud. 

Sec. 1(5. All courts shall bo open; ond every 
person for an injury done him in uis land, goods, 
person, or reputation, shall have remedy by duo 
course of law, and justice administered without 
denial or delay. 

Sec. 17. No hereditary emoluments, honors, or 
privileges, shall ever bo granted or conferred by 
tliis State. 

Skc. 18. No power of suspending laws shall 
over bo exercised, except by tho General Assem- 
bly. 

Sec. 19. The payment of a tax shall not be 
a qualification lor exercising the right of sufi 
firage. 

Sec. 20. Private property shall ever be held 
inviolate, but subservient to the public welfare. 
When taken in time of war, or other public exit 
gency, imperatively requuring its immediate 
seizure, or for the purpose of making or repair- 
ing roods, which shall be open to the public use, 
without toll or other charge therefor, a compen- 
sation shall be madoto tiie owner in money ; and 
in all other cases, whore private property shall 
be taken for public use, a compensation there^ 
for shall first be made in money, fii'st secured by 
a deposit of money, and such compensation shall 
bo assedsed by a jury, without deduction for 
benefits to any property of the owner. 

Sec. 21, No indenture of any negro, or jnnlot' 
to, mode and executed out of the bounds of the 
State, shall bo valid within the State. 

Sec 22. This enumeration of rights shall not 
be construed to impair or deny others retained 
by the people ; tind oil powers not herein dele- 
gated shall remain with the people. _ 

ARTICtE II,— fiLECTlVE PaANCHISE. 

Section 1. In all elections by the people, the 
vote shall be by ballot, ind in all elections iti 
the General AsBembly, tho vote shall be viva 
voce. 

Sec 2. Every white male person, and evisrjr 
civilized male Indian who has adopted the hab-, 
its of the white man. of the ago of twenty^one 
y^ats and upward, who shall be at the time of 
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ofl'm Jnff to voto R flUIviou of tha IMtwl Wtat<ji) j 
w)«» nlinU luvvi) vonUloil, ami Iiml lila Uitltlinthin, 
<U)inloSI(,), homo, txwl jtliioo of jtomukiiont (ilmrto In 
tUo Htnto (>f Kikunitn for nljt nutuUm noxfc proooil- 
luft' tho olootiwu ftt Aviiloh lio oHortt liln vulo j who, 
lit imoh t{ino,'nii<t for tliirty ilhyii i«m«iioiHfti«ly 
iiviKiotUnfi: (mUl time, "hull huvo hnd lun iiotnal 
habltfttloH, iloinloUo, homo, ivnrt jihioo of ubodo In 
tho county hi wlilcU ho oliorit to voto j and who 
ohiiH \\nva ronidort hi tho inoolnot or olcollon- 
(IhiU'iot for n,t lontit ton dftyn iinniodlntolv proocd- 
iitf; tho oloutton, mIiiiII b» doumod (imtnUnod doc- 
tor nt nil olootlonii imdor thin XJonotUutlon, 
oxcopt (it olootionn by gouorul ticket In tho Stiito 
or diiitriot proBCxlbod by law, in which cniio the 
olootor nuKit liavo tho nfor«nni<l <iiinlifloRf,ionO| 
but n reiiidouoo in nuid dliilrlct for ton diiyu will 
ontitlv him to voto j Provided, Thnt no Boldlor, 
Hoainan. or mnrino of tho rogulor nnny of tho 
United BtatoB uhnll bo oonaidorcd a rooulonl of 
tho Stato in couooquouco of boing otutiouod with- 
in tho mmo. 

Skc. 3, Tho Qonorftl Aonombly flhnll, nt its jBrHt 
BOBnion, pvovido for tho registration of evil quail- 
fiod olcbtoro in oaoh county, uud thoroaftcr, from 
tlmo to timo, of all who inOiy boconio qualiflod 
olootora. 

8kc. 4. Tho Loglnlaturo sUall hnvo power to 
oxoludo from ovoiy olllco of honor, truot or profit 
within tho Stato, and from tho right of Buf- 
frngo, all poroona conviotod of any infamous 
orimo. 

Skc. 5. No poraon ehnll bo docmod oapablo of 
holding or being elected to any poat of honor, 
profitj trUBt, or emolument, civil or military, or 
exerenao tho right of Bufifrago under tho govern- 
mont of this Stato, who euall hereafter fight a 
duel, BCnd or accept a ohallcngo to fight, a dnol, 
or who cliuU bo a second to oithor party, or who 
shall in anv manner aid or oasiat in ouch duel, or 
who shall bo knowingly tho bearor of such chal- 
lenge or acceptance, whether the stttitto ocour or 
bo committed in or out of the State. 

Sec. 5. No person who may hereafter be col- 
lector or holder of public moneys shall bo eligi- 
ble to any ofiico of trust or profit in the Stato 
until he shall have accounted for and paid into 
the proper public treasury aU sums for which he 
may be accountable. 

Skc. 7. No State oflScer or member of the 
General Assembly of this State shall receive a 
fee, bo engaged as couiiEel, agent, or attorney, in 
any case or claim against the State. 

Skc. 8. No Senator or Representative shall, 
daring the term of o£Sce for which he shall have 
been elected, be appointed to any civil office of 
profit in this State wnicb shall have been created, 
or the emoluments of which shall have been in- 
creased daring such term, except such offices as 
may be flUed By election by the people. 

Sec. 3. AU officers, civil and military, in this 
State, before they enter upon the duUes of their 
respective offices, shall take the following oath 

or affirmation : " I , do swear [or 

affirm] that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States, and ot the State of Kansas ; that I 
am duly qualified according to the Oonstitntion 
to exercise the office to which I have been elect- 
ed, [or appointed,] and will, to the best of my 
abilities, mscharge Ihe duties thereof faithfully 
and impartially, according to law." 

Sec. lU. Every person shall be disqualified 
from hcldmg any office of honor or profit in this 
State, who shall have been convicted of having 
given or offered any bribe to procure bis elec- 
tion), or who shall have made use of any undue 
infiaence from power, tumult, or other improper 
practices. 

Sec. 11. All .civil officers of the State shall 
reside within the State,, and oil District and 
County officers mthin theii^ respective Districts 



niid Coiiutlon, nndnlmll havo (holr ol/llooii «it iiuoli 
plftoori an may bo roqulicd by law. ' 

Hko. Itotiiniii of olootloiui for inombcirn of 
Coiigionn, tho Gonornl Afmoiuhly, and all other 
olllcorri not othorwlno providiid for, nhnll bo niudo 
to (ho Soorotary of Stato, in imch mannor no may 
bo proiioilbod by law. 

Skc. III. MlootorH filmll iu nil oiinoii bo privl- 
logod from iivroiit duiiug tliolr atlonduiico on 
olootiouH, and in going lo and roluruiiig thoro- 
from, oxooptiu oauoof loloiiy, tioanoii, and broach 
of tho poiioo. 

Au'noi.K III.— •DifrniinuTioN of Powkuo. 

Section 1. Tho poworn of tho Oovornmont 
flhall bo divided into tlivuo noparato donartinontn 
— Itio Loginlatiro, tho Exooutivo, including tho 
Adininifltrativc, and the Judicial; niid no per- 
son ohargod, with oflloidl duties under ono of 
tliono depnrtmenln shall oxoroiao any of tho 
ftinotionu of another, uxoopt as iu this Conotttu- 
tion oxproaaly provided. 

AnTicLB IV. — LKatatAxtVE. 

Skcxion 1. Tho LogiBlativo power of this 
State ahttU bo voatod in the General AQBombly, 
which ahall conaiat of a Sonato and Uouoo of 
Roprcaoutativos. 

Sec. 2. Tho Senators and Koproaontativoa 
ohull bo ohoBcn annually by tho qualified oloot. 
ors of tho roapoctivo Counties or Districts for 
which thoy are choaon, on tho firat Monday of 
August, for one year, and their term of officO 
ahall commence on tho firat day of January next 
thereafter. 

Sec. 3. There ahall bo elected at the first elec- 
tion twenty Senators, and sixty RopreaeutativcB, 
ond tho number afterward shall bo regulated by 
law. 

Sec, 4. No person shall bo eligible to the 
office of Senator, or Representative, who shall 
not possess tho qualifications of an elector, 

S«c. 5. No person holding office under the au- 
thority of the United States, or any lucrative 
offico under the authority of this State, sh>^ll bo 
eligible to or hold a seat in the General Assem- 
bly ; but this provision shall not extend to town- 
ship officers, justices of the peace, notaries pub- 
lic, postmaaters, or officers of the militia. 

Sec, 6. Each House, except as otherwise pro- 
vided in this Constitution, shall choose its own 
officers, determine its own rule of proceeding, 
punish its members for disorderly conduct, and 
with the concurrence of two-tluras expel a mem- 
ber, but not the second time for the same cause ; 
and shall judge of the qualification, election and 
return of its own members, and shall have all 
other powers necessary for its safety and the un- 
disturbed transaction of business. 

Sec. 7. Each House shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings and publish the same. The Yeas 
ond Naya on any question shall, at the request 
of two members, be entered on the journal. 

Sec. 8. Any member of either House shall 
have the right to protest agdnst any act or reso- 
lution thereof; and such protest end reason 
therefor shoU, without alteration, commitment 
or delay, he entered on the joumd. 

Sec 9, All vacancies which may occur in 
either House shall, for the unexpired term, be 
filled hy election as shall be prescribed by 
law. 

Sec. IC. Senators and Representatives shall, 
in all cases except treason, felony or breach of 
the peace, be privileged from arrest during the 
session of the General Asaemhly, and in going 
to and returning from the same ; and for wor^ 
spokien in debate they shall not be questioned in 
any other place. 

Sec 11. A minority of all tbo memberB elected 



TOH iCANaAB-NlilBl 

ttt otiohltoiino nluill boimonniKuy to pnni) ovory bill 
or lolul, rtiiiolHtlon, (vuil nil blllM fuiil Joint roiio- 
lulloim no ptinnod nlinll bo nlffiKid l)y llio itv<inlil- 
iuit offlooro of tho roMpoiillvo HoitDon, <iud pro- 
nouttul lo tlio Oovoriior for liiit upmoviil. 

&K0, V2. TIu) (looia of oooh Uouno, timl of 
Coinmltlocn of tlio Wholo, (ilmll bo kopt onmi. 
Nolthur Ilomio iiliall, witliout Iho ooiuioiit of tlio 
ollior, n(\)ourn for moro thnu two (liiyH, nor to 
Hny othor jilnoo tlidii Ihcit, In wUioh Iho Iwo 
lIounoH nlifill 1)0 uUtinK, oxcopt for pornonnl 
mifoty. 

Sko. i;). Kvory 1>1H nliall lio rond liy nootiono 
o» tlu'oo Bovorivl dny/.i in onoli IIouiio uiilofiii in 
011(10 of omorfjoiicy. Two-thirdn of tlio IJ ouno 
whoro HHch bill in ponding, may, if doomod oxpc- 
dient, outinond tho ruloo onaouU of tlio Ycnnond 
Nnyn ; hm tho rondinp of a bill by nootionn on ittt 
flnnl pwiimtto nlinll in no oauo bo dinjicniicd 
with i niid tno voto on tho puBniigo of ovory bill 
or joint roaolution nhnll bo tnkon by Yca'i nnd 

WUVB. 

Skc. 14. Evory not aliall contiiln but ono nub- 

ioot, which ehnll bo oloarly oxwronnod in ita titlo. 
tills may originate in either Houbo, but may bo 
oltorcd, nmondod, or rojeotod by tho othor. 

Sec. 15. In all cnooa wbon a gonornl law can 
bo made npplioablo, npocial laws Bhall not bo 
onaotod. 

Skc. 1G. No not nhall over bo revived or 
nmondod by moro roferenco to its titlo j but tlie 
not revived, or tho aection nmondod, shall besot 
forth and published nt full length. 

Sec. 17. Nonet shall takoeffoct until thoBnmo 
ehall have been published and circulated in tho 
counties of tho State by authority, except in 
cnso of emergency, which emergency shall bo 
declnrod in tho preamble, or the body of tho 
law. 

Sec. 18. Tho election and appointment of all 
oflQcors, and the filling of nil vacancies notother- 
wiao provided for by this Constitution, or tho 
Constitution of the United States, shall be made 
in such manner as shall bo prescribed bylaw; 
but no appointing power shall be exercised by 
the General ABsembly» except as provided in this 
Constitution and in the election of the United 
States Senator', and in these cases the vote shall 
be taken viva voce. 

Sec. 19. The General Assembly shall not have 
power to enact laws annulling the contract of 
marriage in. any case where oy law the courts 
of this State may have power to decree a di- 
vorce. 

Sec. 20. The General Assembly shall not have 
power to pass retro-activo laws, or laws impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts, but may by 
general laws authorize Courts to carry into effect, 
upon such terms as shall be just and equitable, 
the manifest intention of parties and officers^ 
by curing omissions, defects, and errors in instru- 
ments, and proceedings arismg out of a want of 
conformity with the laws of this State. 

Sec. 21. The stylo of the laws of this Stnte 
shall be: " Beit enacted by the General ABsem- 
bly of the State of Kamas." 

Sec. 32. Tho House of Sepresentatives shall 
have the sole power of impeachment. All im- 
peochmenta shall be tried by the Senate, and 
when sitting for the purpose, the Senators shall 
be u^on oath or amrmation to do justice ac- 
cording to law and evidence. No person shall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of all the Senators present. 

Sec. 23. The Goveraor and all other civil offi- 
cers, under the laws of this State, shall be liable 
to impeachment for any misdemeanor in office, but 
judgn^ent in such coses shall not extend farther 
than to removal firom office, and disqualification 
tp hold any office of honor, profi":, or trust, under 
tflia State. The party, wnethof convicted or 



LASICA, 8'fUUCKII.,lil. ' IfVl 

noqultlod, iiIk^U novpilholniiN holinblo lo Jndiot- 
nioiit, Iddl, jiulgmviil and puii'ulinuiut, (looordlinj 
to law. 

Hico. 21 Within mo yoav after Iho ndtillcatloH 
of thin Coiintitutlon; nud within Oyovy fiubiio- 
qiimit two yoiuij thoronft^r. for tho toiriii of ton 
yoarn, nn oiiunun-ntioii of all tho whltoinhliblliiDtn 
of thin titnto tilinll bu nuido in nudi ninnnor an 
Bhftll bo diioot/>d by law. 

Biio, 25. All riigular norjiiionw of tho Qonorul 
AiiHombly (ihall bo hold at the oapiliil of the 
Stale, nud uIkiU eonnnouoo on tho lira lTue»(lay 
of iTaminry nnnuiilly. 

Skc. 2(!. Allbilla for mining rovonucnhall origi- 
nate in tho lloufio of Hoi)rouoiitativcB, nubjoct, 
howovor, to nmondmont or rijootion nu iii other 
oaBco. 

Skc. 27. Thomonibcro of tho Gonoral Aflflow.- 
bly Blinll roooiTO for thoir Dorvioen tluj fuin of 
four dollarH per day for ouch nnd ovory day llioy 
are notiinlly iii nuondniioo nt nny rogulur or 
opooinl Dcnoion, nnd four dollnra for ovory 
twenty iniloa thoy olmll trnvol in going to nnd 
returning from the plnoo of mooting by tlio morit 
UBUftUy traveled route; and no Bonaion of tho 
General Asaoinbly, except tho flmt nndor thin 
Conatitution, Bhnll extend beyond tho tomi of 
abcty days, nor any special soBBion moro than 
forty days. 

AiiTiCLK v.— Executive. 

Section 1. Tho Executive Department shall 
conaist of a Governor, a Lloutonant-Govornor, 
Secretary of State, TroaBurer, Auditor, nnd At- 
tornoy-Cfonornl, who shall be chosen by tho 
electors of tho State at tho same time and place 
of voting forthomembora of the General Assem- 
bly. 

Sec. 2. Tho Qovomor, Lieutenant-Governor, 
Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor, Attomoy- 
Qeneral, nnd State Printer, shall hold their office 
for two years. Their terms of office shall com- 
mence on the first) Tuesday of January next aflei? 
their election, and continue until their sueces- 
soni are elected and qualified, neither of which 
officers shall be eligible for re-election more than 
two out of three consecutive terms : nor shall nny 
person be eligible for tho office of Governor who 
who shall not have attained the age of thirty 
years. 

Sec. 3. The returns of every election for the 
officers named in the foregoing section, shall be 
sealed up and transmitted to the seat of goveim- 
ment by the retuming-officers, directed to the 
Secretary of State, who shall lay the same before 
the General Assembly at their first meeting 
thereafter, when they shall open, publish and de- 
clare the result tliereof in the presence of a ma- 
jority of the members of both Houses. The peri 
son having the highest number of votes shall be 
deolare/1 duly elected, and a certificate thereof 
given to such person, signed by the presiding 
officers of both bodies ; but if any two or more 
shall be highest and equal in votes for the same 
office, one of them shall be chosen by the joint 
vote of both Houses. 

Sec. 4. The supreme executive power shall be 
vested in a Governor. 

Sec. 5. He may require information in writing 
firom the officers in tne Executive Department 
upon any subject relating to the duties of their 
respective offices, and shall see thattl^e laws are 
faitnfully executed. 

Sec. o. He shall communicate at every session, 
by message, to the General Assembly, the condi- 
tion of the affairs of the State, and recommejid 
such measures as he shall deem expedient for 
their action. 

Sec. 7. He may on extraordinary oceasioas 
convene Oie General Assembly by proclamation, 



'Him , BTKW(KH»T^ von m>Av.m^ iwrnmrnm. 



nni\ t'iUi\\\ Mlnlo l:i> liotli ir(Mii:on \v\m\ (iniwiublovL 
tl«> i)mi)MH(ii) ,♦'())• wlfioli llioy woro (,viiivo«<oil. 

HkC W. In on»\n <if (|liifi{{n:i(iinotit; JkiIwociu tlio 
IWo Houfioii, 111 i'('(ii)«Hit. ((• Hw tWno of |u\l<»niii- 
^)Vmilf., lid iiUiill liiwo iimviu' U) (Mydurn tlio (ilono- 
ynl Aimmhly h itiioli liiiio iiii lie iiiiiy Ihliik 
inoOoif. l)Ul not lioyond tho Kifjuliir jnodtlii/jit 

tllOVDuf. 

Hico. !), l[<i iilmll bo (Himnunulor-iii oiru'if of llio 
jinUitru'/ ill tho Htiito, oxocjil whon tluiy (iliiiU bo 
Odilod h(l(» llio iiorvJoo of tho UnitoU Mtaloii. 

Hko. 10. 'X'lio jHinloiiliijf iiowoi- lib 11.11 bo v(^(iloil 
in Uk) ()().v(>nior, uiulor mi(iu rcuiibv^ioiui tuul ro- 
(itrifjtioim an iimy bo iirodoribcu by Imv. 

HtM, U. Thoro Khnll bo ami\ ot tho BtiUo, tho 
ttovlco of wlih'h iihnll bn Hxiul tijioiii by tho Cilov- 
ornor iinil othor Stuto oflhiciM, bo kopt by tho 
(Hovonior ond uiiocl by him ofllioiully, ixiid nhtiU 
b« oivllod "Tfic GrcaC IScal of the Slate of Kan- 
sas." 

8ko. 12. AH Rrantii niul oommiimiono nhftll bo 
nwod in tho iiaino nnd by tlio ivuthority of tho 
Stitto of JC<ii\nati, floalcd <vith lI»o gront Hoftl,Bi(i;n- 
ort l)y tho Oovoriior, uud comiteruignod by the 
Wooiotiir V of Statfl. 

Sko. No moinbov of oitlior IIoubo of Con- 
groB8, or other pcriioim. holdinK ofilco uiulor tho 
mithorlty of t\m Stato, or of tho United Statoo, 
(shall oxcoute tho oflioo of Governor oxeopt na 
Loruin provided. 

Sko. 14. In tho caao of death, hnpenchmont, 
resignation, removal, or othor uiBability of tho 
Governor, tho Lioutonnnt-Govornor abnll oxor- 
oiao tho duties of tho ollico of Governor, until 
nnotlicr Governor ehall bo duly qualified ; but in 
puch case another Governor ahall bo chosen at 
tho .next aununi election for raombers of tho 
General Assembly, unless such death, resigna- 
tion, impeachment, removal, or other disability 
shtvli occur within three calendar months imme- 
diately preceding such next annual election, in 
vrhich eaeo a Govenior shall bo chosen at the 
Mcond encceeding annual election for members 
of the General Assembly, and in caso of the 
doath, impeachment, resignation, removal, or 
other disability of the T-iieutenont-Govemor, the 
President of tho Senate pro tern, shall exorcise 
the office of Governor until a Governor shall be 
duly quolified as aforesaid. 

Sec. 15. Tho Lieut-Governor shall be Presi- 
dent of the Senate, but shall vote only when the 
Seiate is equally divided, and shall be entitled 
to the same pay as the Speaker of tho House of 
Beprosentatives, and in case of his death, im- 
peachment, resignation, removal from ofiQce, or 
when he shall exercise the office of Governor, 
tho Senate shall choose a President ^>ro tem. 

Sec. 16. Should tho office of Secretary of State, 
Treasurer, Auditor, or Attomey-Generol become 
vacant, for any of the causes specified in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth sections, the Governor 
shall fill tlie vacancy or vacancies until the disa- 
bility is removed or a successor is elected and 
qaolified. Every such vacancy shtdl be filled 
by election, at tho first general election that oc- 
CUTB more than thirty days after such vacancy 
shall have occurred, and the person chosen shall 
hold tho office for the full term fixed in the sec- 
ond section of this article. 

Sec. 17. The officers mentioned in this article 
shall, at stated times, receive for their services 
compensation to be fixed by law, -which shall 
neither be increased nor diminished during the 
period for which they shall have been elected. 

Sec, 18. The officers of the Executive Depart- 
ment, and of tho public State Institutions sDsJl, 
at least ten days preceding each regular sessioa 
of the General Assembly, severally report to Ifhe 
Governor, who shall transmit the same to the 
General AssomMy. 

Sec. 19. Every bill which shall have passjsd 



both Houneii iiliull bo pioiiniiitod to tlio CJovonior. 
JIf ho npprovo ho nhall Mm tho rMiiiK^i > but if bo 
iiltiiU not approve, ho nbnll rot urn il. with bin ob- 
jiiotioiiM to tho llouno iu whioli it. (ihiilt huvo 
originated^ who iil^dl outer tho objootioim at liirgo 
upon tho joiniml, iiud proooiid to re()oimi<l<ir tlio 
rmiiio. Ifollor (luoh riHioiiiiid»iratloii twothirdn 
of tbiit llouno iilinU a|.^reo to pmiii Miobill, ilnhnll 
bo iicnt, with tho objeotloiio. to tlio other llouno. 
by wliieh, liliowino, It filiall do lodomiidoreii, niiA 
it npiirovod by twoHrudn of that Hoiimo, it nhall 
bo a law. Hut in iiuoh ciitio tlio votoit of both 
llouned iihall bo dotovnuiiod by Yoaii and Niiyu, 
and the nainoM of tho povsonn voting; for or iigaiiiiit 
tho bill iiliiiU bo onturod upon tluMouvMahi of tho 
llouno roHpoollvoly. If any bill nhall not Ixj ro- 
turiied by tho Governor within tlvo dayn (Sunday 
o.xccjptoil) after it iihall havo boon piouciited to 
him, it nhall bo a law In liko niauiier un if ho had 
tigned it,uideBn the General Antiombly, by thoir 
f <\)ournment, pr«!voutod itii return, in which oano 
it (ihall alHo bo a law, unlofui nent back within 
two duyn after tho next, mooting. 

Sko. 20. Conlcatod olootiouo for Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Judges of tho Supromo 
Court, imd all other State oflloerB, nhall bo doter- 
miiiod by tho General Aflsombljf iu such man- 
ner na miiy bo preaoribed by law. 

Sec. 21. Tho General Aascmbly ahall havo 
power to provide by law for tho election of a 
Survoyor-Gonoral, Btato Geologiat, ond Superin- 
tendent of Common Schools, wuoao duties shall 
bo proacribed by law. 

Article VI.-— Judicial. 

Section 1. Tho Judicial power of tho Stato 
shall bo vested in a Supreme Court, Courta of 
Common Pleas, Justices of tho Peace, and in 
such other Courts inferior to tho Supreme Court 
as the General Assombly nioy establish. 

Sec. 2. Tho Supremo Court shall consist of 
three Judges, a m^ority of whom shall form a 
quorum. It shall have such original and appel- 
late jurisdiction as may be provided by law. It 
shall hold at least one term each year at the seat 
of Government, ond such other Terms aa may 
be provided by law. The Judges of the Su- 
preme Court shall be elected by the electors of 
the State at large. 

Sec. 3. The State shall be divided by the first 
General Assembly under this Constitution into 
three Common Pleas Districts of compact Terri- 
tory, bounded by cov nty lines, and as nearly 
equal in population as practicable; and a Judge 
for each Distiict shall be chosen by the electors 
thereof, and their term of office shaU be for three, 
years. 

Sec. 4. The Courts of Common Pleas shall 
consist of one Judge each, who shall reside with- 
in the district for which he is chosen during his 
continuance in office. 

Sec. 5. Tho jurisdiction of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas and of the Judges thereof shall bo 
fixed by law. 

Sec. 6. A competent number of Justices of the 
Peace shall be elected by the electors in each 
township of several counties. The terra of office 
shall be three years, and their powerp; and duties 
shall be fixed by law. 

Sec. 7. All Judges, other than those provided 
for in the Constitution, shall be elected by tho 
electors of tho iudicial district for which they 
may bo createa, but not for a longer term of 
office than three years. 

Sec. 8. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall, 
imiaediately after the first election under this 
Constitution, be classified by lot, so that one shall 
hold for the term of one year, one for the term 
of three years ; and all subsequent elections tho 
term of each of said Judges shall be for tbroo 
years. 



TllM KANfiAfl-millRABKA. BTRUGaWi 



Bko. !(. In cnnrt tlui oIUdo (»f my .TimIko iiIkiU 
1>o(t()iu() yiuiaml, boforo llio oxplriillon of Im Unm 
for vvliloli liO Willi ••looted, iho vaoiinoy nlmll lio 
JlUod by (liiiiohitinont, by tbo <,l|ov()nun\ unlU a 
riU(t(;<,i(inox' nhiiH Ijci islciUoil mill quiilUiod; (iiiil 
jiHoh (lucdriifiof nlmll bo olnoliiil for <lu) Kdiuiluo 
of (ho uiioxiiiroil tonn,nUb«(U'nl;iiinuinl oloolioii 
lbn(; ooinmi uioro than ihirly dayn nftor muih 
v/uiimoy I'biiH hiivo bniipcnoil. 

Hico. 10. Tiio Jiu'lf!;(in of iho Supromo Comt; 
(uul of tlio C'imrt, of (JoiKunou rioim nhnll, nt ntnt- 
Od tlmoii, roiioivo (lucU oomponufit.ion nii iniiybo 
jirovidod by biw, whioU (ibnll not bo iuoroniioil 
or dimiuiiihod diirni({ iboir tom of ofllco ; but, 
tlioy iihiill rccoivo no focii or porquuiifcfi, nor bold 
liny otbcr ofilco of ;)rollt, and fninlundor tbo Sldto, 
otiior than ri ludiciiil oflloo. 

Hkc. 11. Tlio Cionorid Atisoinbly may inoronno 
or dirnniiob tho numlior of tbo Judijoa of the 
Supromo Court, (ho nunnbor of (bo distrioto of 
tbo Courto of Common I'lcnn, tbo number of 
Judgco in any diotrict;, or oatabliBh otbor courts, 
whonovor tv/o-tbirda of tbo members cloctod to 
onob House iiball oonour therein ; but no oueb 
chnngo, addition, or diniinutiou elmll vacate tlio 
oflico of any Juugo. 

Sko. 12. There tthnll bo oloctod in each county, 
by tbo olootore thereof, ono Clerk of tbo Court 
oil Common Plons, who aball bold his office for tbo 
tonn of three ycarH, and until bis euccosBor shall 
be elected ana qualified. 

Sko. 13. Tho Goueral Aseombly shall provide 
by law for tho spectly publication of tbo dcoia- 
iona of tho Supremo Court made under this Con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 14. Tho Supreme Court shall, upon tho 
decision of every case, give nn opinion in writ- 
ing of each question arising in the record in such 
case and tho decision of tno Court thereon. 

Sec. 15. There shall bo elected by tho voters 
of the Stato a Clerk and a Reporter for tho Su- 
preme Court, who shall hold their offices for 
three years, and whose duties shall be pre- 
scribed hy law. 

Sec. 16. Judges may be removed ftpm office 
by concurrent resolution of both Houses of the 
General ABsembly, if two-thirds of the members 
elected to each House concur therein ; but no 
Buch removal shall be made except upon com- 
plaint, the substance of which shall be wintered 
upon the journal, nor until the party thereof 
charged shall have had notice thereof, and an 
opportuni^ to be heard. 

Sec. 17. The several J idgea of the Supreme 
Court, of the Court of Common Pleas, and of 
such other courts as maybe created bylaw, 
shall respectively have ana exercise such power 
and jurisdiction, at chambers or otherwise, as 
may be provided by law. 

Sec. 18. The style of all process shall be " The 
State of Kansas." All proaeoutions shall be car- 
ried on in the name ana by the authority of the 
State of Kansas, and all indictments snail con- 
clude " Against the peace and dignity of tho 
State of Kansas." 

AuTictE Vn.— Education. 

Section 1. The principal of all funds arising 
from the sale or other aisposition of lands or 
oUier property granted or intrusted to this State 
for educational and religious purposesj shall for- 
ever be preserved inviolate and undiminished, 
and the income arising therefrom shall be faith- 
fully applied to the specific objects of the origi- 
nal grants or appropriationa. 

Sec. 2. Tho General Assembly shall make 
such provision, by taxation or otherwise, as, with 
the income arising from the school-trust fund, 
will secure a thorough and efficient system of 
common schools throughout the Stale ; but no 
religious or .other sect or eeota ehall ever have 



liny oxoliinivo rJ(i{bt, in, or control of, any part, of 
tlui iiobool fiuulii of Iblii Bt'ito. 

Hut). I>. Thofilonorftl AHMCinbly nuiy laKonioim- 
moil for tbo ontablliibimiont of a Hiilvi^i fiUy, will* 
DHoh bntnoboii iiii tlio public ooiivonionco iiinny 
boniuflordoiniind, for Ibo iiromotion of iiloi'iiluro, 
tbo nrtii, .^()louc(;ll, medical nml (i(?rloulluriil In- 
ctiiKitlon. 

Br.c. 4. rroviiilon may bo inado liy tho law 
for tbo ouppoit of iiormtu ncbooln,' wltli ■::Hitnblo 
libnu'iim and iioioutido iippiuiitnii). 

AllTICr.K Vni.— I'linT.lC! iNHTITUXIONH. 

fliccTioN 1. It Hball bo tbo duty of tbo Conoral 
Aonombly, at nn early a rtato an poiiniblo, to pro- 
vide Stato Anylumn for tbo bmiolit, treatment 
and iiiolruotiou of tbo blind, deaf anil duml), and 
iiinano. 

Sicc. 2. Tho General Anot^mljly olmll mako pro- 
vitiion for tbo cntabliBbmont of an Asylum for 
idiotfl, to bo regulated by law. 

8ko, 3. Tho rcnpooUvo counties of tbo State 
nlmll provide in Bomo ouitnblo manner for tbooo 
iubabitantB who, by reason of ago, infirmity or 
other misforiuno, may have claims upon tbo 
sympathy and aid of society; under provlq- 
iona to be niado by tbp laws of tho Goncval Aa- 
Bcmbly. 

Site. 4. Tlio General Aesombly oball ui'ako 
provision for the establisbmont of housca of ro- 
fugo for tho corrcoKon, reform, and instruction of 
juvenile offondors. 

Skc. 5. It shall bo tho duty of tho General Aa- 
sembly to make provisions aa soon as poseiblo 
for a State General Hosiiital, 

Article IX.—PDnLic Dsut and Ponuo 

WOUKS. 

Section 1. No money shall bo paid out of the 
treasury except in pursuance of an appropriation 
by law. 

Sec 2. The credit of the State shall never be 
^von or loaned in aid of any individual associa- 
tion or corporation. 

Sec. 3. For the purpose of defraying extraor- 
dinary expenditures, the State may contract pub- 
lic debts, out such debts shall never in the aggre- 
gate exceed one hundred thousand dollars, umess 
authorized by a direct vote of the people at a 
general election. Every such debt snail be au- 
tiiorized by law, and every such law shall pro- 
vide for the payment of tne annual interest of 
such debt, and the principal within ten years 
from the passage of such law, and such appro- 
priation sntdl not be repealed until the principKi 
and interest shall have been wholly paid. 

Sec 4. The Legislature may also borrow 
money to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, 
or defend the State in time of^ war ; but tbe money 
thus raised shall bo applied exclusively to tho 
object for which the loan was authorized, or re- 
payment of the debts thereby created. 

Sec 5. No scrip, certificate, or other evidence 
of State debt whatever, shall be issued, except 
for such debts as are authorized by the thurd 
and fourth sections of th' 8' article. 

ABTiciE X.— Militia. 

Sectioh 1. The militia shall consist of flU able- 
bodied white male persons between the ages of - 
eighteen and forty years : except such as may 
be exempt by the laws of the United States or 
of this State, and shall be organized, officered, 
aimed, equip_ped, and trained in such manner ao 
may be provided by law. 

Sec. 2. The Governor shall appoint the Adiju-: 
tant, Quartermaster and CommiBsary Gene- 
rals. . 

Sec. 3. All militia officers shall b6 oomiois- 
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nl(HMMl l>y llio fiovornor nml nhuU l«ol<l,iUioU' 
«IUn«)fi not loitffor tlMin tlkroo yoftrn. 

Rf(0. -l. 'rUo (lonorftl AnnoiHblyiihnH (lot<irin\iio 
tho rnolUodoi'ilivWIntf tlw inilUin Into tllvinlonn, 
bvlffn<il(trt, icj{linon(o, hiitUtliono nml coiniKin'uir), 
<iii(l Oic |:»o rduk of nil oinoorn. 

8ko. 5. Tlu) inUUlu may ho dlvkldd into 
flliiHHOU, in imoU uuumor no nhaU l)o inciiovibod 
by Iftw. 

6ko, 0. No portion oonoolcntlondly oppontiti to 
boiuiaiff ttimtkii ol\nU bo convpclloA to domiliHn 
duty } nnt mioh j)ornon nlum piiy nn cquivalont 
for (iHoU o-xoinption, tUo amount to bo pionoribod 
by Iftw. 

Sko. 7. TIio flrnt Gonornl AHnombly Bball oftbr 
induoomontn for tUo formntion, unSfocmhiK and 
drilling of iudonondont voluntocr ooinpinnofi in 
tlio dltlorcnt cltioo nnd oountioB in Ihiti Btato. 

AnTIOr<K XI.-r-FlNANOE and TAXATIOtf. 

Skctioh 1. Tho Qonoral AHoonibly obnll pro- 
vido, by law, for nniform nnd oqunl rate of na- 
QoiiiBmont nnu taxation; andtaxoBolmllboloviod 
m»on nil fiuoh property, roal and peraonal, na tho 
Cfonoral Aaeombly raay, from time to time, pro- 
soiiboj but nil property appropriated nnd used 
oxoliisively for munioipal, litorary, eduoatioual, 
BOiontJfio or charitublo purpoaca, and peraonal 

Sroporly to an amount not oxcecdinp one hun- 
reu dollars, for oaeU head of a famdy, and ull 
property appropriated nnd uaod oxclusivoly for 
relicious purpoaoa to an amount not exceeding 
5i20(),O0O, may, by gonorol laws, be exempted from 
taxation. 

Sec, 2. Tho General Aeeembly uhall provide 
by law for an annual tax auilloient to defray tho 
oatimated ordinary exponaos of the State for each 
year. 

Sec. 3. Every law imposing a tax shall state 
dlBtinctly the object of tjao same, to which it shall 
be applied. 

Sec. 4. On tho passage, in either House of tho 
General Assembly, of any law which imposes, 
continues or renews a tax ; or makes, continues 
or renews an appropriation of public or trust 
money ; or releases, disohargea or commutes a 
claim or demand of tho State, the question shall 
be taken by Yeas and Kays, which shall be duly 
entered on the journal ; and three-fifths of all the 
members elected to such House shall, in all such 
cases, be required to constitute a quorum. 

Article XII.— Countt and Township offi- 
cers. 

Section 1. The General Aflsembly shall pro- 
vide by law for the eleotioa of county, city, town 
and township officers. 

Sec, 3. All officers whose election or appoint- 
ment is not provided for by this Constitution 
shall be elected by the people, or appointed as 
the General Assembly may by law mreet. 

Sec, 3. Provision snail be made by law for the 
removal, for miscondact or malversation in office, 
of all officers whose powers and duties are not 
local or legislative, and who shall be elected at 
general elections, and also for supplying vacan- 
cies created by auoh removal. 

Sec. 4. The Legislature may declare the cases 
in which any office shall bo deemed vacant, 
where no provision la made for that purpose in 
Aids Constitution. 

Article XIII.— Cobpobatioh. 

Sectioh 1. The General Afisembly shall not 
create corporations by special act, except for 
munioipal purposes. 

Sko. 2, Corporations may be formed under 
general laws, but such laws may at any time be 
isJisred or ycpealefl. . 



' AuTior.m XlV.—tTiuuBi'UWDnNOjt. 

fjKOi'ioN t. TliQ Gonornl Aniiombly, nt Jtn flrat 
fuiimlon, nhnll oonnlUulo U»roo Counninnlonoto, 
■vvliono duty It nImU bo to rovino, r<iform, nimj>llfy 
and nbritlfjo tho rulon of prnotUio, plciuUngfj. 
fonni) and moooodhigii of tUo Courtii of llooora 
of thin Htnto, nnil to provide, iio fur an pruotioa- 
blo nnd oxpoulont, that juutico ahnll bo ndininio" 
tcrod by tntoUiifont and nnlfonn proooodlnfjn, 
wltliout any dint inotion bdtwf cu law and equity. 

SIkc. 2. Tlu) procoodln(rn of tlio Coniminnionora 
nhnll bo roporlod to tho Gouoral Atmombly, nnd 
bo Hubjoot to tho notion of that body. 

Aivnor.K XV.— •MiflOK.r-LANRovn. 

SiccTioN 1. Tho ihat Qonoral Asaombly aholl 
locate the ponnanont noiit of govornniont. 

Sko. Lottorieo «ind thoBalo of lottery tiokoto 
for (my purpoao wlmtovor, ahall forovor bo pro- 
hibitou in tho Stato. 

Sec. 3. No poraon ahall bo olootod or appoint- 
ed to any office in this State unloea thoy posacaa 
tho qunllfioationB of nn olootor. 

Sko. 4, There may bo oatabliahod in tho Secre- 
tary of State's office n Bureau of Statiatics and 
Agriculture, under auch rofjulutiona aa may bo 
proacribod by law, and proviaion ahall bo mado 
by tho Gonornl Aaeombly for tho organization 
and oncourngomont of State nnd county Agri- 
cultural Aeaociationa. 

Sec. 5. The first General Aeaombly shall pro- 
vide by law for accuring to tho wife the aoporato 
property acquired by her before or ofter covo- 
turo, and tho equal right with the husband to tho 
custody of their children during their minority ; 
nnd in case of death, inaanity, mtomperance, or 
gross impropriety of the husband, their exclusive 
custody. 

Abticlk XVI. — ^Amendments to the Consti- 
tution. 

Section 2. All propositions for amendmenta 
to the Copstitution shall be made by the General 
Assembly. 

Sec. 2. A concurrence of two-thirds of the 
members elected to each House shall be neces- 
sary, after which such proposed amendmenta 
shtul be entered upon the journals with the Yeas 
and Nayfii and the Secretary of State shall cause 
the same to be published in at least one news- 
paper in each County in the State where a news- 
paper is published, for at least six months pre- 
ceding the next election for Senators and Kep- 
resentativos, when such proposed amendmenta 
shall be again referred to the Xiegislature elected 
next succeeding said publication. If passed by 
the second Legislature, by a majority of two- 
thirds of the members elected to each House, 
such amendments shall be re-published as afore- 
said for at least six months prior to the next 
general election, at which election such proposed 
amendments shall be submitted to the people for 
their approval or rejection, and if the majority 
of the electors voting at such election shall 
adopt such amendments, the same shall become 
a part of the Constitution. 

Sec. 3. When more than one amendment ia 
submitted at the same time, they shall be so sub- 
mitted as to enable the electors to veto upon 
each amendment separately. 

Sec. 4. No convention for the formation of a 
new constitution shall be called, and no amend- 
ment to the Constitution shell be by the General 
Assembly inade, before the year 1865, nor more 
than once in five years thereafter. 

AbticiiE XVII.— Banks and CoRRENcr. 

Section 1. No banks shall be established 
othomiae than under a General Banking Law. 
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Bko, y. If tlio Oonwftl Amioiably nhnll oniiol; a 
Olouinnl JliMiklug I^iuy, (nuth law iiUnU iimv'uli) 
Cor tlu) roi^ii.try lujtl o«»nntoaii(nuu|;; by Oio Au- 
(lUor <»f IHtiito of n!l itftjior oro(Ul iloiilKuod to b« 
(ihdulfttdd (111 moniiy, wUli ivinplo oolliitordl no- 
curUy, roudily, oouvortibk) liit<» nneolo for Iho 
voil«uij)tiou ot tho nmiio hi |{()kl ov nilvor, (lUnU bo 
rofiuiroil; wliioh (loHutcial noourity iibuU bo 
niulor (ho control of tho nropor ofllcor, or ollHiorii 
of Htdto. Huoh \im nh«U vontrlct tho nKKtcunUi 
ivmount of nil paiior credit to bo «ir«ul«toa an 
money, mid tlio ngijrOKivto ftiuoimt to bo nut lii 
oiroululiou in anjr oiio yonr ; (vnd no note infiucd 
undur iho xuoviition ol thin iioutiou dIkiU bo of 
n lon'i donouiiiuitioii tluin ton doUnru. 

Sko. 3. Tlio rttookholdorn in ovory bank or 
banking ooinpany iihnll bo individunlly liable to 
an amount ovor and nbovo thoir otock equal to 
tliolr rcnpootivo nlnucH of utook for nil dcbtfl and 
linbilitioii of naid bank or baiikiiifj company. 

Seo. 4. All billH or notou iHoucd as money idiall 
bo nt all timoorudoomublo in /^old or eilvor ; and 
no law ohall bo paRBod sanotioninp;, directly or 
indirectly, tlio nu8ponnion by any bunk or bank- 
ing conniany of opocio payinontu. 

Sko, 5. IloldcrH of bank notes Bhallbo entitled, 
in case of inaolvonoy, to proforonco of Hpcoio 
payment over all other crcuitora. 

Skc. 6. No bank bIiuII receive, directly or in- 
directly, a greater rate of interest than ahall bo 
allowed bylaw to individuals Iqaning money. 

Sicc. 7. Every bank or banking company Bliall 
bo required to cease all banking operations 
within twenty years from tho time of its organi- 
zation, and promptly theioaftor to cloao ita busi- 
ness. 

SEOi 8. Tho State shall not bo a stockholder 
in any bank or banking institution. 

Skc. 9. All bunks shall be required to keep 
offices and proper officers for the issue and re- 
demption of their jiaper at some accessible and 
convenientpoint witnin the State. 

Sec. 10. The said Banking law shall contam 
a provision reserving the power to alter, amend, 
or repeal soid law. 

Sec 11. At tho time of submitting this Consti- 
tution to the electors for their ajiproval or dis- 
approval/the articles numbered in relation to a 
(^noral Banking Law shall be submitted as a 
distinct proposition in the following form: Gen- 
eral Banking Law ; Yes, or No j and if a majority 
of the votes cast shall be in favor of said article, 
then the same shall form a part of this Constitu- 
tion ; otherwise it shall be void and form no part 
thereof. 



SCHEDULE. 

In order that no inconvenience may arise from 
the organization and establishment (*f a State 
Government, and that the wishes of the people 
may bo fully accomplished, it is declared : 

First : That no existing rights, suits, prosecu- 
tions, claims, and contracts shall be affected by 
a change in the form of Government. 

Second.' That this Constitution shall be sub- 
mitted to the people of Kansas for ratification on 
the 15th day of December tioxt. 

Third : That each qufilified elector shall ex- 
press his assent or dissert to the Constitution by 
voting a written or printed ticket labeled " Con- 
Btitution" or " No Constitution," which election 
shall be held by the some Judges, and conducted 
under the same regulations and restrictions is 
hereinafter provided for the election of Members 
of the General Assembly, and the Judges therein 
named shall, wUhin ten days aft^r said election, 
seal up and transmit to the Chairman of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Kansas Territory the re- 
enlt of said election, who shall forthwith ntokO 



jivoolamation of tho ntinio j and in mm llio Con-- 
MtituHon bo ratified by tho pcoplo, tlio OhainnaH 
of tho ExocutlVo Coinmlttoo nball Waunopublioa- 
llon («> bo iiiiulo by proolamatlon that wu olocllon 
y/iU bo hold on ifio thiid Tuoiiday of January, 
A.u, IHiiO, for Governor, Ijloutonnnt Oovwnor, 
(rlcorotary of Btnto, Troainiror, Auditor, Jud(?on 
of tho Hupromo Court, Stftto Printer, Attoviioy- 
Gononil, llcportov of tho Buprcmo Court, Clork 
of tiro Buprouio Court, and Momlicru of the Qono- 
ral Aoaombly, which rmld olootion tihiiU bo hold 
by tho name Judgon, under tho name roHtricllono, 
and conducted in tho naino manner tin ia horcin- 
after provided for tho olootion of Momborn of tho 
Qonoral Annombly ; iind tho Judgcii heroin named 
nro hereby rcqulroJ, within ton days after uald 
election, to notil up nnd trnnarait duplloato copioo 
of tlio roturnii of naid election to tho Chairman 
of tho Bxccutivo Conimittoo. one of which nbaH 
bo laid before tlio General Asncmbly at it« flrot 
mooting. 

Fourth : At tlio eamo time nnd place, tho qunll- 
ftcd voters olioll, under tho same regulations imd 
roDtriotions, elect n Member of Congress to rop- 
rooout tho State of Kansau in tho XXXIVtli 
CongrcBBof tho United Slates; tho returns of 
said election to bo mado to tho Choirman of tho 
Executive Committee, who shall deposit tho 
eamo in tho office of the Secretary of State aa 
soon as ho shall enter upon the diachurgo of tho 
duties of his office. 

Fifth : Tho General Assembly shall moot on 
tho fourth day of March, a. n. 1856, at tho City 
of Topoka, at 12 M., at which time and ploce tho 
Governor, Lioutenant-Govemor, Secretary of 
Stote, Judge of the Supremo Court, Trcaouror, 
Auditor, State Printer, Reporter and Clerk of tho 
Supreme Court, and Attorney-General shall ap- 
pear, toko tho oath of office, and enter upon tho 
discharge of the duties of their respective offices 
under this Constitution, and shall continue in of- 
fice in tho same manner ond during the same 
period they would have dono had they been 
elected on the first Monday of August, a. d. 1856. 

[Tho Constitution then goes on to give tho 
boundaries of the Eighteen Election-Districts into 
which the State is tooe divided, to apportion the 
Senators and Bepresentatives, and to appoint 
the voting places and the Judges of elcctioo. 
We subjoin the concluding sections :] 

Instruction TO Juhqks. 

Sec. 7. The three Judges will provide for each 

EoU ballot-boxes for depositing the ballots cast 
y electors; ehall appoint two clerks, all of whom 
shall be sworn or affirmed to discharge the da- 
ties of their respeolive offices impartially and 
with fidelity; and the Ju^es and Clerks shall 
have power to administer the oath or affirmation 
to each oQier; and the said Judges shall 0|>eii 
said election at 9 o'clock a. u., at tne place desig- 
nated in each prebinct, and close the same at 6 
o'clock P. M. In case any of the officers ap- 
pointed fail to attend, the officer or officers in at- 
tendance shall supply their pkcoa, and in the 
event of e& of them failing to attend the quali- 
fied voters shaU supply then: places, and the said 
Jutlges shall in^ko put duplicate returns of said 
election, seal iip and transmit the same within 
ten days to the Chakman of the Executive Com- 
mittee, one copy of which is to be laid before 
the Genaral Assembly. If at the time of holdhag 
said election it shall be inconvement, from any 
caijse whateveij that would disturb or prevent 
the voters of any election-precinct in the Terri^ 
tory from the free and peaceable exercise of the 
elective fi anchise, the officers are hereby an- 
tborized to ac|]oum said election into any other 
precinct in the Territdry, and to any other day 
they may see proper, of the necessity of whion 
they ehall he the oxtflusive judges, at -^oM 
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timo UivX plaoo iho (luolifloil votoxo may oniili 
tlwtlr vot«ii. I 

Sko, f{. Until otUorwInoi in-ovldod hy IdMr, tlio 
€lirilrmim of tho KxoooUvo Oomtnitflo of Kanonn 
Toirltory uUaU mmoimoo l>y procliuuation llio 
Moult of tiKi oloollond wkI Iho ivumon Of ponio/in 
olootodto offloo. 

8ioc. ?>. Nopcraonnhalllio ciiUUoiI to a ooat 
in Iho flrot (Houornl Atinombly nt itn orfjanlviaUon 
oxoopt tho inomboni whono namoii aro oontainod 
in tho pi-oolamatlon of tlio ChnSnnuu of tho Exo- 
ontlvo Oommittwo; but after tho CJonoral An- 
nembly in or^fanljiod ooatB may bo oontoatocl in 
tho uuual -way. 

Sico. 10. Cortifloatoa of hulobtodnona may bo 
iflfluod by tho Territorial Exooutlv'o Committoo, 
fbr oil nocoflfinvy oxnonnon aoorulng in tho forma- 
tion of tho State Qovornmont, not oxcoodhiR 
$25,000 ; provided no cortifloatcB nlmll bo ionueu 
except for loRithnoto oxponHoa. All olalmn ehall 
bo made in writing, and ohall bo immborort and 
kept on Ulo in tho Soorotary'a ofllco, and all cor- 
tificatca of indobtodnesn ehall bo eiKnod by tho 
Pifooident and Soorotary, and countoroignod by 
tho Troanur,or and numborod to oortoapond witn 
tho numbora of tho claim or bill for which it was 
jBauod. Tho cortiflcato ehall boar ton per cont. 
intoroat per annum. 

SKb.'li.. Tho first Qonorol Aasombly ahttll pro- 
vide by law for tho redemption of tho certill- 
catoa of indebtedneaa isauod under tho proviaioni 
of tho foregoing section. 

Siic. 12. Until tho groat eoal of tho State of 
Kanans is agreed upon and procured, as provi- 
ded for in tho eleventh aoctjon of the fifth article 
of this Constitution, tho Governor shoU use his 
own private eoal as tho Seal of State. 

Sec. 13. At the election for tho ratification of 
this Constitution, and the first election for Stoto 
officers, a representation in tho Congi'eas of the 
United States and membora of the General As- 
sembly of this State, an actual residence in the 
Territory of thirty days immediately preceding 
eaid election shaU be anffieient as a qualifica- 
tion for the elector ; and an actual residence of 
ninety days for the candidates, provided said 
election and candidates posaesa all tho other 
qualifications required by the provisiona of this 
Constitution. 

Skc. 14. The first Legislature shall provide by 
law for tho enforcement of tho provisiona of the 
6th section of the Bill of Eights on or before tht 
4th day of July, 1867, as to all persona in the 
Territory before the adoption of this Conatitu- 
tin, end as to all oibers, tne provisions of said 
section shall operate from and after the ratifica- 
tion of this Constitution by the people. 

ROBERT KLOTZ, 
M. J. PABEOTT. 
M. W. DEIiAHAY, 
W. B. GBIPfflXH, 
G.aHIlLYER, 
WM.HI0K8, 
-,'N.LATTA, 



JOHN LANDXS, 
B.BUBSON. 
O.W. STEWABTi 
J.M. AETHUB, 
J.I1.8AYLB, 
CALEB MAY. 
B. MEWHIHY, 
A. OUBTI88. 

A. HUNTINff, 

B. KKiaHT, 
O.O.BBOWN, 



W. GRAHAM, 
MOBRIS HONV, 
J.H.NB8BrrT, 
0 K. HOLUBAT, 
DAVID DODGE, 
:f. A. WAKEFIELD, 
W. T. ROBEBTS, 
G.W. SMITH, 
sr. G. THOl^PSON. 
O.A. OUXLEB, 
J.K. GOODIN. 
3. U. TUTON. 
THOMAS BELL, 
E. H. CROSBY, 
P. 0. 8CHDYLBB, 
0. ROBINSON. 
M.P. OONWAV, 
ff.S.EMEBY, 

7.H.IiANEtFrea!doa1;. 



SAU. 0. BytltB, 8ti<st6Uay, 
Cbaiu.es a. Sostbb, Aseigt&Q6 Beoretary. 

June 30«ft."— Mr. Douglas reported to tb4 
Senate on several bills enlimittedby Messrs! 
Clayton, Toombs, and others, for iJte pacifi- 



cation of tlio ICtnimUi tronWof), ati iiltio do- 
chlcdly liigftiimt Gov: BowiwVo propoliil;i()u 
to iwlmlt Kanfuirj <wi a Fveo Slate, luxlor \\ov[ 
Topolca Oountitiiiion. IVIr. OoUamor, bohig' 
tlio minority of tho Torritovial Oommittco, 
mado a brief and pinigent conntor-rcport. 
Mr. Doupla!) gave notice tbat bo would mk 
for a final vofx) on tho day after tho next. 

July 1st. — Bill debated by McBsra. 
Thompson of Ky., Ifalo of N. H., Biglcr of 
Pa., AdairiB of Miss., and Orittondcn of 
Ky! 

July 2d. — Debate continued thvou^cb tho 
day and following night, tho majority ro- 
Slating all motiono to adjourn. ' Mesavs. 
Wudo, Pugb, Bigga, Biglcr, Toombs, Clay- 
ton, Oritt^ndon, Boll, Howard, Halo, and 
nearly half tho Bonato participated. An 
amondmcnt moved hy Mr. Adams of Miss., 
tho day before, atriking out so much of tho 
bill na secures the RigLt of Suffrage, in tho 
proposed reorganization of Kansas, to alien 
residents who shall have declared their in- 
tention to bccomo citizens, and renounced 
all allegiance to foreign governments, was 
adopted : Yeas 22 ; Nays 16, as follows : 

YEAS — ^Messrs. Adams and Brown of Miaa., 
Bayard and Clayton of Del., Bigga and Roid or 
N. C, John Bell of Tonn., Drodhend of Ponn., 
C. C. Clay and Fitzpatrick of Ala., CoUamer 
and Foot of Vt., Crittenden and J. B. Thompson 
of Ky., Fo3aendon of Maine, Foster of Conn., 
Geyer of Mo., Hunter and Mason of Va., Ivoraon 
of Ga., Mallory and-Tuleo of Fla.— 22. 

NAYS—Mesars. Allen of R. I., Bigler of Pa., 
Butler and Evans of S. C, Bright of Ind., Cass 
of Mich., Dodge of Wise, Douglas of 111., Jones 
of Iowa, Pugh of Ohio, Soward of N. Y., Slidell 
of La., Toombs of 6a., Weller of Cal., Wilson 
of Mass., Wright of N. J.— 1 6, 

Sometime in the morning of July 3rd, the 
following amendment, reduced to shape by 
Mr. Geyer of Mo., was added to the 18th 
section of the bill — only Brown of Miss-^ 
Fitzpatrick of Ala., and Mason of Va,, 
voting against it : Yeas 40. It provides 
that 

" No law shall be made or have force or effect 
in said Territory [of Kanaas] which shall require 
any atteatation or oath to support any act of Con- 
gress or other legislative act, as a qualification for 
any civil oflace, public trust, or for any employ- 
ment or profesaion, or to serve as a juror, or vote 
at an election, or which shall impose any tax 
upon, or condition to, the exercise of the right of 
suffrage, by any qualified, voter, or which shall 
reaferain or prohibit the fi:ee discussion of any 
law or subject of legislation in the saidTerritory» 
or the free expreaaion of opinion thereon by the 
people of said Territory." 

An amendment proposed by Mr. Clayton, 
to the same effect as the above, but rather 
more comprehensive in its terms, was super- 
seded by the adoption of the foregoing, by 
a party vote : Yeas 34; Hays 11 [Freoi 
State men]. 

Mr. Trumbull, of HI. moved the follow- 
ing- " 

" And be it farther enacted, That it was tho 
true intent and meaning of the ' act to organise 



tho Tcniloviori «f N()1)vmik(i ivud ICminiirt,' not; U» 
lf!f.;Jiil(Uo iilavoiy into KnuiinH, nor •*» (anUulw it 
Ihovtjftojii, but U> Imvvs tim \m>i>\o HiciM^of t)or- 
footly IVco IliroKjrh liioir Tonitorinl Louinltvluro 
to roijiiliito tlio inntUuUou of iilavwy m thoir 
own V^ivy, imHyodt only to tU« OotintilHtiou of 
tlio United Btutort, and tlmt, until tho '.rorrUorliil 
L(>glnliit\ii(.> ftotii upon, tho nnhjoot, tho owner of 
n nlHvo in »)no of tlio Btatofi hiw no lif^ht or nu- 
tiiorlty to tnko mioh nlavo into tho 'I'orritory of 
Knniiim, nnd thoro hold him mi n bIiivo) hut 
ovorj olivvo taken to the Territory of KannttH 
by hiH owner for purpofion of nettleinont i« horo- 
hy deelftvcdto bo free, unloiin there in uoino valid 
(lot of (I duly conntituted IjeKifdativo Aouembly 
of Baid Territory, under which ho may bo hold 
af5 n olavo." 

Tho Ycaa and Nuyfl being ordered, tlio 
proposition was voted down — Yeas 9; 
Nnys 34 — aa follows : 

YEAS— IWoflsrt) Dnrkoo, PoBBondon, Foot, 
Fontor, IIiilc, Seward, Trumbull, Wudo, and 
Wil8on-9. 

NAYS— MoBsra. AdamB, Allon, Bayard, Boll 
of TennoHBoo, Boiyamin, Blgca, Bigler, Bright, 
Brodhoad, Brown, Cuss, Clay, Crittonuon, 
Dodge, Douglas, ISvans, Fitzpatrick, Goyor, 
Hunter, Ivoraon, Johnson, Jonoaof Iowa. Malio- 
ry, Pratt, Pugh, Rold, Sobaetian, SHdoll, Tliomp- 
Bon of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucoy, Wellor, 
Wright, and Yuloo— 34. 

Mr. Trumbull then proposed tbe follow- 
ing: 

" And be it further CTiactcd, That tho jprovi- 
Bion in tho * act to organize tho Torritonoa of 
Nebraska and Kansas,' which declares it to be 
' the true intent and moaning' of said act ' not to 
legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor 
to exclude it therefrom, but to leave tho people 
thereof perfectly free to form arid regulate their 
domestic institutions In their own way, subject 
only to tho Constitution of the United States,' 
was intended to, and does, confer upon, or leave 
to, the people of the Territory of Kansas full 
power, at any time, through its Territorial Legis- 
lature, to exclude slavery from said Territory or 
to recognize and regulate it therein." 

This, too, was voted down, as follows : 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Bell of New-Hamp- 
Bhire, CoUamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Fos- 
ter, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, and Wade — 11. 

NAYS— Messrs^ AdaKis, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhoad, Brown, Cass, 
Cla^, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fitz- 
patrick, Greyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones 
of Iowa, MttUory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Eeid, Se- 
bastian, Slidell, Stuart, 'fhompson of Kentucky, 
Toombs, Toueey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee — 
34. 

Mr. Trumbull then proposed the follow- 
ing: 

And be it Jurther enacted, That all the acts 
and proceedmgs of all and every body of i-cn 
heretofore assembled in said Territory of Kan- 
sas, and claiming to be a Legislative Assembly 
thereof, with authority to pass laws for the gov- 
erntnerit of said Territory, are hereby declared 
to be utterly null and void. And no person shall 
hold any office, or exercise any authority or ju- 
risdictioain said Territory, under or by virtue 
of any power or authority derived from such 
Legislative Asaembljj' ; nor shall the members 
thereof exercise any power or authority as such. 

This, too, was voted down, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell of New-Hampshke, Col- 
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lamer, Diu'koo, Uroimondon, Foot, Fontxir, Halo, 
Howard, Tnnnbull, W(ido„/vnd'Wlli)on--ll. ■ 

NA YH--MoiiHrii. Adanin, Allon, Baymd, B<)U 
of 'I'onnmiHco, Iloi\]amin, Jllp!(i;fi, Bigler, Bright, 
Brndlioad. Brown, Caim, Clay, Crittoudon, 
Dodgo, Iioujfltit), JSvaiifl, Ji'lt'/.iiatrlok, Ooyor, 
Hiuiior, Ivonion, Johnnon, .loneii of Iowa, MaV 
lory, Mufion, Pratt, PurIi, Itoid, SobiiBtlan, SU> 
dell, tjtunrt, Tlionnnion of Kontucky, Toombli, 
Toucoy, Wollor, Wright, and Yuloo— JO. 

Mr. Fo3l«r of Oonn. moved tho following 
amondniont : 

" Sko. ~. And be itf itrthct- enacted, That, un- 
til the iiihabltunto of iiaid Territory iihall proceed 
to hold a oonvonllon to form a State coiiBtilu- 
tion according to tho ^iroviolonn oftliigaot, and 
no long as naid Territory romainn n Torritoiy, 
tho following Hniotionn oontaniod In chapter ono 
hundred and ll(by-ono. In tho volume tmnflmlltod 
to tho Senate hy tho Prosidont of tho United 
States, lis containing tho lawa of Kansas, bo, and 
tho Bume aro hereby, dooUirod to bo utterly null 
and void, vi?.. : 

" 'Sko. 12. If any froo porson, by Bpoivlting or by wrli- 
Ing, ftBHort or ninlntnln that poraono havo not tho 
right to hold Bliivof) In tlilB Torrltory, or nball Int'o- 
(luco into thin Territory any book, paper, mngnalno, 
pfttnphlofc, or ciroulnr, contrvlnlnfc any doiiinl of tho 
right of porflona to hold nlavoo In thlH 'JL'orritoxy, nuch 
persons Blmll bo dcomqil guilty of folouy, and puoieh- 
od by imprisonmont at hard labor for n torm of not 
loas than two yonra. 

" ' Siso. 18. No person ^vbo is Consolontiously opposed 
to holding Blayofl, or who dooD not admit tho right to 
hold alavca in thia Territory, shall ait ns n juror on 
tho triol of any proDeoutlon for tho violation of any 
one of tho seotious of this act.' " 

This was rejected [as superfluous, or 
covered by a former amendment,] as fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — ^Messrs. Allen, Boll of New-Hamp. 
shire, ClaytonjCollamer, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, 
Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, 
Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, 
Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, MBl- 
lory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Eeid, Sebastian, Sli- 
dell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 
Toucey, Weller, Wright, and Yule&-32. 

Mr. Oollamer of Vt. proposed the follow- 
ing : 

And be it furtHier enacted, That until the peo- 
ple of said Territory shall form a constitution 
and State govemmeiit, and be admitted into the 
Union under the provisions of this act, there 
shall be neither slavery nor involuiltary servi- 
tude in said Territory, other\nse than in punish- 
ment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted: Provided always, That 
any person escaping into the same, from whom 
labor or service is lawtuUy claimed in any State, 
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed ana 
conveyed to the person cldnung his or her ser- 
vice or labor as aforesaid. 

This was voted down as follows : 

YEAS-^Meesrs. Bell of New-Hampshire, Col- 
lamot, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— 10. 

NAYS— Messrs. Bayard, Bell of Tetinessoa, 
Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Case, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge^ 
Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, 
Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Md^ 
son, Pratt, Pugh, Eeid, Sebastian, Slidel', Stuarti 
ItompBon of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucoy, Wel- 
ler, Wright, and Yulee-— 35. • 
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' Mr. Wiltion of Mfton. moved tlmt, llio 
wholoblU bo «tricl«Mi oiit iumI ftuotluu- iu- 
fii)vml iiifiLoiitl, ropcwHng all tho Territorial 
laWB of Kaiitms. 

u Itojoctod : Yeaa 8, (Boll of N. 11'., CJolIiv 
mw, Durlcco, FcsaciKlcn, Foator, Howard, 
'Wttdo nud Wilaou ;) Nays :t5„ 

Mr. 8owuvd moved to striko out tho wliolo 
bill, and iiwort iniitcad ono adinittinfy Kati- 
Oftg an a Free State, nndcr tho Topoka Oon 
stUution : Defeated— Yens XI ; Naya 3G- 
JV8 followa : 

yiSAS -MoBfira. Boll of Now IIivmpDluro, Cot 
lamer, Durkco, Foanondon, Foot, Foator. lldlo, 
Sownrd, 'AVambiill, Wade, and WHsion— 11. 
NAYS— MosBre. Allon, IJaynrd, UoU of Ton 




Hnntor, Ivoraon, Johnson, Jonea of Iowa, Miil 



lory, Maaon, Pratt, Tugb, Uoid, Sobnetian, 8h- 
flotl, Stuavt, Thomnaon of Kontuoky, Toomba, 
Toucoy, Wellor, Wright, and Yuloo—Sa. 

Tho bill was now reported na amended, 
and the amendment made in Ocraraitteo of 
tho Whole concurred in. The bill was 
then (8 a. m.) ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time ; and, on the question of 
its final passage, the vote stood— Yeas 33 ; 
Nays 12— as follows : 

YEAS— Mesars. Allen, Bayard, Bell of Ton 
nosseo, Benjamin, Biffge, Biglor, Bright, Brod- 
head. Brown, Caea, Clay, Cnttonden, Douglas, 
Evons, Fitzpatrick, Goyer, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson, Jonea of lowo, Mallory, Pratt, Pugh, 
Reid, Sobaatian, Slidoll, Stuart, Thompaon of 
Kentucky, Toomba, Toucey, Weller, Wnght, 
and Yulee— 33. 

NAYS— Meaare. Bell of New-Hampebiro, Col 
lamer, Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foa 
ter, Hale, Seward, TrumbuU, Wade, and Wilaon 
—12. 

The bill was then sent to the House in 
the following shape : 

AN ACT 

To authorize the people of the Territory of Kansas to 
form a constitution and State govormaent propara- 
toiy to their admission into the Union on an eq.aal 
footing Tiith the original States 



Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, for the purpose of 
maituig an enumeration of tho inhabitanta, au- 
thorized to vote under the provisions of this act, 
an apportionment and an election of members of 
a convention to form a State constitution for 
Kansas, as hereinafter provided, five competent 
persons shall be appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
to bo commissionors, a majority of -whom shall 
constitute a quorum tor the purpose of carrying 
into effect the provisions of this act, each or 
whom, before entering upon the duties of his 
office, shall take and subscribe an oath or affirma- 
tion that he will support the Constitution of the 
United States, and faithfully and impartially ex- 
grciae and discharge the duties enjoined on him 
by this act, accordmg to the best of his skill and 
judgment, which oam or affirmation shall be ad- 
mimstered to them severally, and be duly certi- 
fied by o judgfe, clerk, or commisaiouer of a 
court, of the United States, and filed and recorded 
in the office of the Secretary of the Temtory of 
Konpaff. 



Seo. «. And ha lt. fvHher enacted, Tlint U. fihnU 
bo tho duty of m([\l oommlnnlononi, undor nuoli 
rogulKllouo nn tho Hodrotary of tlio Inlorior may 
proiiorllio, to oiuuio to bo mado a Ml and faUbml 
ouunwratiou of tho legal votorii rcnulont in otuili 
county In tho imid Territory on tlio fourth day ot 
July, olghtoon luiiMlrca and ilfty-nln:, and inako 
roturao thoioof during tho mouth of Auguntnoxt, 
or an noon thoronftor an praotloublo, ouo ot whlcU 
rotuinn tibaUbo mado to tho ottlco ot tho Soorotflry 
of the Interior, and ono to tho iiuorotary of tlio 
Territory of JCnunoJi, and whioh fjball aUio ox.nbit 
tho nainoii of all tiuoh legal votorn, olanDod In 
nuoh manner an isbnll bo nroBoribod by tho roj^ru- 
latiomioftlio Secretary of tho intoriol^ , 

Sko. 3. And be it further f«rtc<c(i!,ThatitflhaU 
bo tho duty of tho Soerotary of tho Interior, im- 
modiatoly after tho paoHago of this act, to pro- 
ooribo roRulationo and forma to bo obflorvcd in 
making tho enumeration aforcaald, and to turnlau 
tho aamo with all noccaaary blanka to oaoli ol tlio 
comuuHoionorB aa uoon aa may bo after Ihoir rp- 
pointmont; and the oommiauionera Bhall moot 
without delay at tho seat of govornincnt of Kan- 
aas Territory, and proceed to tho diachargo ot 
tho dutioa heroin imposed upon thoni, and ap- 
point n Beorotary to the board and such other 
poraona aa shall bo ncceaaary to aid and nasiat 
thorn in takuig tho enumeration herein providoa 
for, who must also bo duly sworn faithfully, im- 
partiallv, and truly to diachargo tho dutieo as- 
aigned thorn by tho commissionera. , ^, ^ , , 
Sec. 4. And be it furllicr enacted. That aaid 
board of commiasionera Shall, so soon us said 
cenoua ahall bo completed and returns made, 
proceed to moke an apportionment of tho mem- 
bera for a convention, among tho different coun- 
ties in said Territory, in tho following manner: 
Tho whole number of legal votera ahall be diyia- 
ed by fifty-two, and tho product of auch division, 
rejecting any fraction of a unit, shaU bo the rabo 
or rule of apportionment of members among the 
several countios ; and if any county shall not 
have a number of legal voters, thus ascertained, 
equal to the ratio, it shaU be attached to some 
adjoining county, and thus form a vepreaentative 
diatriet, the number of said voters in eoch coun- 
ty or district shaU then be divided by the ratio, 
and the product sbaU be the number of representa- 
tives apportioned to such county or distnct: 
Provided, That the loss in the number of mem- 
bers caused by the fractiona remaining in tbe 
several counties^ in the division of the legal 
votera thereof, shall be compensated by assign- 
ing to so many counties as have me largest 
fractiona an additional member for its fraction, 
as may be necessary to make the whole number 
of representatives filty-two. 



Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
said board, immediately after the apporbjonment 
of the members of said convention, ahall canee 
a aufficient number of copiea thereot and ot tne 
returns of tho cenaua (apecifying the name ot 
each legal voter in each county or diatrict) to De 
published and distributed among the mhabitanta 
bfthe sevferal counties, and shaU transmit one 
copy of the said apportionment and census, duly 
authenticated by them, to each clerk of a court 
of record within the Tomtory, who sbaU file the 
same, and keep open totlie inspection of every 
inhabitant who shall desire to examine it, ana 
shall also cause other copiea to be posted up in 
at leoat three of the most public places in each 
votmgprecmct, to the end that every inhabitout 
may inspect tho same, and apply to the board to 
coirect any error he may find therein, in the 
manner horeinisifter prbvided. 

Sec. 6. And be if furtlwr enacted, That said 
board ahall remain in session each day, bundays 
excepted, from the tune of makmg 8f d appor- 
tionment tmtU the twentieth day of Octol)er 
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jdoxf , (it mu'li iilnooti no oluill bo inorit oouvoiiiout 
to i\\v> SulKibUiuito of niild Torril^)ry, (uul ilUiill 
i)V()()«(id •(> (lie li)..jKio)loii of luild i-otuniM, tmd 
Iioiir, oorroct, nml uuaHy dotormlHo nKjiKU'diiijif to 
iho fiiotn, without; tnuoiifunmblo delay, undor 
pioiioi' roKiUutlonn to bo itmdo by tl»« board, for 
tbo itiicortHiiiinoiil of diiiputod liiutn oonooriihif; 
iiaid onumordtlon, all (jucHtionn oonocndng tlio 
oinimiioii of nuy piiro(»u from oaid roturmi, or tho 
imitropor inticrtion of ivny imnio on Hftid rotumn, 
and rvuy otbor quoHtiou afloothif? tho Integrity or 
fltlolity of irnid rcturiin, nnd for thin purj[)ono tho 
iinid l»o(ird nnd oivoh inoinbor tboroof oball havo 
powor to nduiiulntor oiilha nid oxiimluo wit- 
ncnooti, nnd conipol (hoir ntcondnnou in nuoh 
innunor nii onid bonrd nhftU doom Hcocimttvy. 

Stto. 7, And I/O it J'urtlwr enacted, 'Wint nil 
noon (iH tlic enid Hala of legul votora ehnU thus 
hnvo boon roviBcd nnd corroofod, it ahnll bo Iho 
duty of Hfiid board to cnuao copioa thereof to bo 
priutfld nnd diatributcd gonoriuly nmong tho in- 
Uabitnut^ of tho propoaod Stato, and ono copy 
Bhnll bo dopoaitod wiui tho olork of caeli court of 
record within tho limita of tho propoaod State, 
and ono copy delivered to eneli judgo of tho 
election, and at lenat throo copioa ohnll bo posted 
up ntouoh jdaoo of voting. 

Sec. 8. And be it furtlicr enacted, That nn 
elootion alxall bo held for mombora of a conven- 
tion to form n constitution for tlio Stnto of Kaa- 
ma, according to tho opportionmoat to bo mndo 
aforesaid, on tho first Tuesday after tho flrat 
Monday in November, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-oix, to bo hold at eucli plaoes nnd to bo oon- 
duetod in auoh manner, both as to persona who 
ohall superintend euch election and tho returns 
thereof aa tho board of commiaaioners ahall ap- 
point and direct, except in nsea by this act 
otherwise provided ; and at auch election no per- 
son ahall be permitted to veto unless his name 
ehall appear on said con-eetod liata. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
board of commissioners shall have power, and it 
shall he their duty, to make all needful rules and 
regulations for the conduct of tho said election 
and tlie returns thereof. They shall appoint 
three euitable persons to be judges of the elec- 
tion at each place of voting, and prescribe the 
mode of supplying vacancies. They shall cause 
copies of the rules and regulations, with a notice 
of the jplacea of holding elections and the names 
of the judges, to be published and distributed in 
every election-district or precinct ten days be- 
fore the day of election, and ahall transmit a copy 
thereof to the clerk of each court of record, and 
one copy to each judge of election. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enncttd, That the 
judces of election shall each, before entering on 
the discharge of his duties, make oath or affirma- 
tion that he will faithfully and impartially dis- 
charge the duties of judge of the election accord- 
ing to law, which oath may be administered by 
any officer authorized by law to administer 
paths. The clerks of eleetio i shall bo appointed 
by tho judges, and shall take the like oath or 
affirmation, to be administered by one of the 
judges or by any of the officers aforeaaid. Dupli- 
cate returns cf election ohall bo made and certi- 
fied by the judges and clerks, one of which shall 
be deposited in the office of the clerk uf the tri- 
bunal transacting county business for tho county 
in which the election i« held, and the other shaU 
be transmitted to the board of commissioners, 
whose duty it ehall bo to decide, under proper 
regulations to be made by themselves, wno are 
entitled to certi^icatoa of election, und to issue 
such certificates accordingly, to tho persons who, 
Gipon examination of ho returns and of such 
proofs 03 shall bo adduced in case of a contest, 
shall appear to have been dnW elected in each 
county or district: Provided, In case of a tie or 



of a content, iu which It cannot iJo pmf iiifaotorlly 
dotormlnod who won duly oleotcd, luvid oommio" 
niouorn nhall order a now election In Uko inan)|»or 
an in hovolii provldod. Upon tho coinplotlou of 
theno (hitioo tho nnid iiouimlrmiouern )4iiill return 
to Waiihiugton, and report Ihoir proencdltigii to 
tho fjoorotary of tho Interior, wlioroupou natd 
coHuninuio') iilmll coaoo and determine. 

8i!0. U. And Or, it further cniintcd, That 
every wlxito malo oitinon of tho United Stntoa 
over twonly-ono yoaro of igo, who may bo «, 
bonajldc uduibitaut of oaidTcrritory on Iho fourth 
day of July, olghtoon lunuhod a»d flfty-aix, and 
who fihidl have reaidod <hroo niontho next boforo 
anid oloolion in tho county in which ho olToriJ to 
vote, and no other pornonu whatever ahall bo en- 
titled to veto at naid elootion, and any noriiou 
(|U(diflcd no a voter may bo n delognto to anId 
convention, and no otliora ; and all poreonu who 
ohall pOHBCas tho other qunlifloatlonu for votoro 
undor thiu act, and who ahall hnvo been bona 
Jide inhubitnuta of anid Territory at any time ^inco 
its organization, nnd who ahall have abnentod 
tlioniBclvoa therefrom in conacquonco of tho die- 
turbancoa therein, and who ahoU return before tho 
first day of October no/t and become bonajidc 
inhabitanta of the Territory with tho intent of 
making it their permanent hoino, and ahall pro- 
sent satinfoctory evidence of thcae facta to tbo 
board of commioaionera, ahall bo entitled to veto 
at aaid election, and to havo their names placed 
on aaid corrected liat of votera for that purpose ; 
and to avoid all conflict in tho comploto eccecu- 
tion of tbia act, all other elections in anid Terri- 
tory aro hereby poatponod until auch time ns aaid 
convention shall appoint. 

Sec. 12. And be tt further enacted, That tho 
aaid commiaaioners, and all pcraons appointed 
by them to aaaiat in taking the censua, shall 
have power to adminiater oaths and examine 
persona on oath in all caeca where it shall bo 
neceasary to the full and faithful performance 
of their duties under this act ; and tho secretary- 
shall keep a journal of the proceedings of said 
board, and tiansmit copies thereof from time to 
time to the Secretary of^the Interior ; and wbou 
aaid commissionera shall have completed the 
business of their appointment, the books and 
par; era of the board ahaU be deposited in the 
office of the Secretary of the Territory and there 
kept as records of his office. 

Sec 13. And be it further enacted, That if 
any person by menaces, threats, or force, or by 
any other unlawful means, ahoU directly or in- 
directly attempt to influence ajy qualified voter 
in giving hia vote, or deter him from going to 
the polls, or disturb or hinder him in the free 
exercise of his right of sufifrago at aaid election, 
the person bo ofifendmg shall be acHudged guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and punished oy fine of not 
less than two hundred and fifty dollars, nor ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprison- 
me'it of not less than three months, nor exceeding 
one year, or by both. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted,' Thai every 
persou, not being a qualified voter according to 
the provisions of this act, who shall vote at any 
election within tho said Territory, knowing that 
he is not entitled to vote, and every person who 
shall, at the same election., vote more than once, 
whether at the same or a different place, shall be 
adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punish- 
ed by fine of not less than one hundred dollora, 
nor exceeding two hundred and fifty doUarSj or 
by imprisonment not IsBs than throe months, nor 
exceeding BIX months, or both. 
Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, Th£!,t aiiy 

gerson whatsoever wnO, may be charged witiu 
olding the election heroin authorized^ who ehaU 
Tirilhu% and knowingly commit any fraud t>r ir- 
regularity whatevei',with the intentit to hiD^er, or 



pvovont, or tlofoftt iii fair oxproMHlou of tlio poiiu- 
mv will In tho mUl oUMitlou, nlnuU bo ftullty olt" ii 
ttilridontoanor, «»>»l puninlxiil byflno not Icon iimn 
11 vo hunih'c'l (lollnrii, nol' cxoooUing ono tliountiuil 
doIl(»rn, (imd imprlnonniont not lonrj tlmn nix 
mouthn, nor oxooodhift two yonrn, or both, at 
tho dincrotlon of llto court 

8kc. 10, Ami bo ii further enacted, That tho 
•lol(;(^ftlcii tli ui clootou nhallnniiomblc in convon- 
tion «t tho oapitol of naid 'I'on'itory on tho flrut 
Monday In Dccombor next; »uid whon no nn- 
noinblcdj ohall flint dotorndiio by a in(Jorlty of 
tho whole numhur of mmnbora oloctcd wholhor 
it bo or bo not oxncrtlont at that llmo to form a 
confitltulion and ytato }{ovcnun«nt ; nndif doom- 
ed oxpodioiit, nhall prooood to form a conntUution 
nndBtatogovernmont.whlohBhaUbo republican 
in ita form, for odmiaBion into tho Union on an 
equal footini? with tho original Btuton in all 
reapoota whatever, by tho nnmo of tho State of 
ICanana, with tho following boundarioH, to wit s 
beginning on tho wootorn boundary of tho Stftto 
of Mieflouri, whoro tho thirty ^>3ovonth parallel of 
nortti latitude oroBBOo the aarao, then went on 
eaid parallel to tho ono hundred and third meri- 
dian of lon||itude, then north on naid meridian 
to tho fortieth jjnrallel of latitude, then east 
on eaid parallel ot latitude to tho wostom bound- 
cwy of tho State of MiBsonri, then BoUthward 
with eaid boundary to tho beginning; and 
until tho next conjireBsional apportionment tho 
eaid State shall havo ono I'opresontativo in tho 
House of Kopvoaontativos of the United States. 

Sec. IV. And bis it ftirtlier unacted, That said 
oommissioners shall receivoj as their compensa- 
tion, ten dollars per day during their attendance 
on tho business of said commiasion, beginning 
on tho day they depart from homo, and their 
actual expenses, and said secretary of the board 
tho sum of eight dollars per day, computed in 
like manner, and his expenses, and the said 
assistants, for taking the census, shall receive 
ench reasonable compensation as the board shall 
deem just and equitable. 

Sec. 18. And oe it further enacted, That in- 
asmuch as the Constitution of tho United States 
and the organic act of said Territory have secured 
to tho inhabitants thereof certain inalienable 
rights of which they cannot be deprived by any 
legislative enactment, therefore no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to 
any office or public trust ; no law shall be in 
forco or enforced in said Temtory respecting an 
establishment of religiouj or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or of tiio right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and petition for 
the redress of grievancoa ; the right of the people 
to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
eSects against unreasonable searches and seiz- 
nres shall not be violated ; and no warrant 
shall issue but upon probable cause, supported 
by ooth or aSirmation, and particnlarly describ- 
ing tho place to be searched, and the person or 
things to b6 seized ; nor shall the rights of the 
people to keep and bear arms be infrmged. No 
p«rson shall bo held to answer for a capital or 
otherwise infamous ciime, unless on a present- 
ment or indictment of a grand jury ; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same offense to be 
twice put in jeopardy of lifoor limb ; nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself nor be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property without dtte process of law ; nor shall 
private property bo taken for public use with- 
out ^nst compensation. In all criminal prosecu- 
tion,'tbe accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
imfipubUc trial by an linpartial jury of thia district 
wherein the crimO sholl have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously as- 
certained by law, and to be imonned of the 



natuwv and oauno of tho nconnatlbn i to bo ilon- 
frontod Avith tho ^Vitiiemici) njjnlnnt hlmi to havo 
oompulflory prooniin of oblainuiff witnotiocti lu hlii 
favor, (I nd to hftMO tho afiolntauoo of »;()\niflol for 
hiH dolonno. Tho privilogo of hnhonn corpun fihnU 
not bo nuiipoudod, unlonn whon in cnno of rcboV 
lion or invanion, tho public nafoty nmy rtMpdro 
it. In nulls at common law, whoro tho value in 
(loutrovoriiy nhall oxoood twenty dollara, tho 
rlKht of irjal by jury nhall bo ))ro()orvort, and 
no fact tried by Jury hIuiII bo othorvvlno ro-ox- 
amiuod in any court of tho United Slaton than ac- 
cording to tho rulon of tho common law. Excon- 
nivo ball uhall not bo rcquiriul, nor oxconoivo fluoa 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual puninhmonts 
inlfiotcd. No law ohall bo mudoorVavo forco 
or effect in naid Toreitory which nhad require ft 
toatoath or oath to uuppork any act of Congress or 
other Idgislativo act as a «iuuliflcation for any 
civil olllco or puhlio d ust, or foi' any employ- 
ment or profnoBlon, or to sorvo as a juror, or veto 
at an eloollon, or which shall imposo any tax 
upon or condition to the oxcrciBO of tho right of 
auftrn^o by any qualitlod voter, or which shall 
roatram or prohibit tho ft'oo diBouesion of ony 
low or subject of legislation in tho said Territory, 
or tlie frco oxpresaion of opinion thereon by tho 
people of said Territory. 

Sec. ly. And be it further enacted. That tho 
following propositions bo, and tho same are 
hereby, offered to the sold convention of tho 
people of Kansas for their free acceptance or 
rejection, which, if accepted liy tho convention, 
shall bo obligatory on tho United States and 
upcm tho said Stato of Kansas, to wit : 

First. That Bcctiona numbered sixteen and 
thirty-six in oveiy township of public lands in 
said State, and whore either of said sections or 
any part thereof has been sold or othenviso been 
disposed of, other lands, equivalent thereto and 
as contiguous as may be, shall be granted in 
said State for the use of schools. 

Second. Thot seventy-two sections of land 
shall be set apart and resci-ved for the use and 
support of a State university, to be selected by 
tho Governor of said State, subject to the approval 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
and to be appropiiated and applied in such man- 
ner as the 'legislature of saia State may pre- 
scribe for the purpose aforesaid, but fornootner 
purpose. 

Third. That ten entire sections of land, to be 
selected by the governor of said State, in legal 
subdivisions, shall be granted to said State for 
the purpose of completing tho public buildings, 
or for the erection of others af the seat of gov- 
ernment, under the direction of the legislature 
thereof. 

Fourth, That all salt springs within said 
State, not exceeding twelve m number, with six 
sections of land adjoining, or as contiguous as 
may be to each, shall be granted to said State 
for its use ; the same to be selected by the gov- 
ernor thereof within one year after the admis- 
sion of said State, and, when so selected, to be 
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions, 
and regulations as the legislature shall direct. 
Provided, That no salt spring or land, tho right 
whereof iy now vested in any individual or indi- 
viduals, or which may bo hereafter confirmed 
or adjudged to any mdividual or individuals, 
shall by this article be granted to said State. 

Fifth. That five per centum of the net pro* 
ceed^ . of sales of all public lands lying within 
said State, which shallbo sold by Congress after 
the admission of said State into the Union, after 
deducting all tho expenses incident to tho. same, 
shall be paid to said Stato, for the purpose of 
making public roads and internal improvements, 
as the legislature shall direct : Provided, The 
foregoing propositions heroin offered are on the 
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flomlUloii, tlmt; flio niild ooiivonlion ^vhitih iiliall 
fonii llui oDHiitUulion oCimld Htnto dIuiII urovido, 
|>y a olriUMM hi iirild coiiiUiliution, or an ordiiuinco, 
inov<><,)id)lo without llio oouiiont of thi» Unilod 
HtiitoM, that iiald tltalo uludl no vcr inli.'iforo with 
tlio iirhuiiry dinpoiiiil of the fioil within tliu iiamo, 
l»y fho Uuitiid Statoti, or with any rof.;ulal5o)ii) 
Coii(?root) may ilud noconnary for neourIii|!f t.ho 
iitlo in naid noil to bona fide purchaiuini Ihoroof, 
and that no tax iihall ho iinpoMod on huuUi bc- 
lonKincf to tiio United Htalcii, and that in nooano 
nlniU non-r(!i)idcnt propriotorii ho taxed higher 
than roHldonti). 

8kc. 20. And he it further enacted, Tlmt the 
ProHidont bo, and \a horcby, ani.hori/.od and 
OHipoworod, npon appUcation of tl»o naid board 
of cdniinisHioncro, to omploy «iich military force, 
nccording to oxiHlinp lawfi, an ho thai* doom 
nccooHary to iiocnro tno faithful execution of tho 
proviaionn of tl»i8 act. 

PaoHcd tho Senate, July 2, 185C. 

Attest J AsuonY DiciciNfl, 

Secretary. 

Tho bill was never acteil on in tho House, 
but lay on the Speaker's tn.ble, untouchctl, 
■when the scasion terminated by adjournment, 
Monday, Aug. 18th. 

Juhj 8tk. — In Senate, Mr. Douglas re- 
ported back from tho Committee on Terri- 
tories the House bill to admit Kansas as a 
State, with an amendment striking out all 
aft(;r the enacting clause, and inserting in- 
stead the Senate bill (No. 356) just given. 

Mr. Hale of N. H, moved to amend this 
substitute by providing that all who migrate 
to the Territory prior to July 4th, 1857, 
shall be entitled to a vote in determining 
the claracter of the institutions of Kansas : 
Lost ; Yeas 13 ; Nays 32. 

Mr. Trumbull, of 111. moved that all 
the Territorial laws of Kansas be repealed 
and the Territorial officers dismissed : Ee- 
jected ; Yeas 12 ; Nays 32. 

Mr. Collamer of Vt. proposed an amend- 
ment, prohibiting Slavery in all that por- 
tion of the Louisiana purchase north of 
30' not included in the Territory of 
Kansas : Rejected— Yeas 12 ; Nays 30 — as 
follows : 

YEAS — Mescrs. Bell of H., Collamer, 
Dodge, Fessenden, Pish, Foot^Poster, Hole, 
Hamlin, Seward, Trumbull and Wade. 

NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Clay, 
Crittenden, Douglas, Pstzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, 
Iversvin, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jon"^ of Tenn., 
Mallory, Mason, Pearee, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Ky., Toombs, Wel- 
er and Yulee. 

The substitute reported by Mr. Donglas 
was then agreed to : Yeas 32 ; Nays 13 — 
and the bill in this shape passed. 

[This amendment was not concurred in 
nor ever acted on by the House.] 

July 29</i.-— Mr. Dana of Ind. called up 
a bill " To reorganize the Territory of Kan- 
sas and for other purposes," which he had 
originally (July 7thl proposed as a substi- 
tute for Senate bill (No. 356) afoisesaid. 
Its length, and the substantial identity of 
11 
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jriftuy of itfi provlnion« with thono of otliojr 
billn organizing 'I'orritorici contaiiuHl in 
thill volume, difMmiulo m from (luoting it 
cntiro. It providca for a logitilaiivo oloo- 
tionon tho firat Tuoaday in Novombor next ; 
and Boction 7 procccda : 

But, it nhall not bo oompotont for iiaid Lcginla- 
tivo Amiombly to paori any cx pout fncto law, or 
law impairing tho validity of contrnotn ; nor any 
law in abridginont of the freedom of H])oeoh or 
of the prcfin, or to deprive any ono of tho rightof 
trial by jury, or of tho writ of hnbeaa corpus ; 
nor any law requiring any property qualification, 
or roligiouB tcot, for tho right to vote, hold oillco. 
or proetioo law, or norvo on jurion, in any Court 
of Juutico ; neither ohall any poraon, to bo enti- 
tled to any of said privilogoH, uo required to talco 
an oath or afiOirmauon to support any law other 
tJian tho Constitution of the United Ktateo. 
Nor Bhnll cruel or unusual punishments be al- 
lowed, nor reasonable bail bo refused to any 
person accused of any crime except treason and 
murder, nor in the latter case unless tho proof is 
evident or tho presumption great. 

»»■♦*♦ 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That all 
suits, processes, and procoedingo, civil and 
criminal, at low and in chancery, and all' in- 
dictments and informations which shall be pend- 
ing and undetermined in tho courts of tho Terri- 
tory of Kansas or of New-Mxoico^ when this act 
shall take cfTcct, shall remain in said courts 
where ponding, to be heard, tried, proseouted, and 
determined in such courts us though this act bad 
not been passed: Provided, nevertheless. That 
all criminal prosecutions now pending in any of 
tho courts of tho Territory of Kimsas imputing to 
any person or persons the crime of treason 
against the United States, and all criminal prose- 
cutions, by information or indictment, against 
any person or persons for any alleged violation 
or disregard whatever of what are usually known 
as the laws of the Legislature of Kcnsae, shall be 
forthwith dismissed by the courts where such 
prosecutions may be pending, and every person 
who may be restrained of his liberty by reason of 
said proseoutions, shall be released therefrom 
without delay. l^Tor shall there hereafter be insti- 
tuted any criminal prosecution, in any of the 
courts of tho United States, or of said Territory, 
against any person or persons for any such 
charge of treason in said Territory prior to the 
passage of this act, or any violation or disregard 
of said Legislative enactmentfl at any time. 
_ Sec. 16. And be it further enacted. That all 
justices of the peaco, constables, sberiffs, and all 
other judicial and ministerial officers, wno shall 
be in office within the limits of said Territory 
when this act shall take effect, shall be, and they 
are hereby, authorized and required to continue 
to exercise and perform tho duties of their re- 
spective offices as officers of the Territory of 
liansaa, temporarily, and until they, or others, 
shall be duly appointed and qualified to fill their 
places, in the manner herein directed, or until 
their offices shall be abolished. 

Sec. 23 grants to every actual settler a right 
of preemption to tho quarter-section of public 
land improved and occupied by him in said Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, prior to Jan. 1st, 1858. 

The two last and most important sections 
of Mr. Dunn's bill are verbatim as follows : 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted. That bo 
much of the fourteenth section, and also so much 
of the thirty-second section, of the act passed at 
the first eesaion of the tairty-third Congress, 
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flMrtinotily known ft« Iho Krtnijfti\-No|irniiUn. not, 
«n i <)U(l(» fill follows, to wU« " Kxoopt tlio iiJ|;liHi 
nootiouof llio not piouUrntory to tho adunniiloiii 
of Mlrmonrl into Iho Union, nppiovo't MmoU (i, 
1(3520, wliloU boln/y jn(io>inint«nt ivllh tho iirindlilo 
ol'non-lntorvontlon by Confjroiui with Bluvory in 
llio HtiitcM nn<H T«rritovi«ti an uujoffniv.wl l)y Iho 
logiitlfttion of 1H50, »;(>inn>o«ly <;«|l«(l tho 
pioinliio Montiv^r(?R, In lioroby doolarmrt inoporn.- 
tivo and void ; it lihlnfj tlio trno intent unrt moan- 
irijrf of Ihh not not to logiiilnto Hlavory into any 
Tovi itoi'y «v Stnto , nor to cXolndo it tliorofrom , bnt 
to loiivo tlio pooplo thoi'oof jiorfootly froo to loim 
anil roffulato tboii* doinostio iniitltutionH iri tliolr 
own way, aubjiiot onlv to tho Conntitntion of 
tho Unito<li Qmtoss Provided, Tlwit jiothinfj 
Iioroln flontninod lihall bo oontitniod to rovivo 
or put in forno any law or rognlation wliloh niny 
Ix'o.vo existed prior to tbo not of 6th Rlnroh, 1821), 
either pi-otootlng, oatabliolninff, prohibiting, or 
nboliBlnng Slavery" — bo and tho nivino is hereby 
ropcnlcd, atia tho anid oi^jhth oootion of anid not of 
tbo Otli of Ma. -eh, IS'iO, is hereby revived nnd do- 
elated to bo in f ill forco and effect within tho naid 
Torritorit'8 of KtnHminnfl Nobmakn : Provided, 
however, Thatnny norsou lawfully hold tofior- 
vico in cither of oaitl Territories Hhall not bo dia- 
ohnrgcd from auch aorvico by rcnaon of sneh re- 
peal and rovivnl of anid oighth eectiou, if Biioh 




in cither of said TerritoricB, of any female law- 
fully hold to service, if in like nvanncr re- 
moved without BaidTcrritorios before tho expira- 
tion of thnt date, ahoJl not bo, by reason of any- 
thing in this act, emancipated from any tjervico 
It might have owed had thia act never been 
poBsed: And provided further, That any per- 
son lawfaUvheld to service in any other State or 
Tenitoryof the United States, and escaping into 
either the Territory of Kansas or Nebraska, may 
bo reclaimed and removed to tho peraon or place 
where such service is due, under any law of the 
United States which shall bo in forco upon tho 
Buoject. 

Sec. 25. And be it Jurther enacted, That all 
other parts of tho aforesaid Kansas-Nebraska 
act which relate to the said Territory of Kansas, 
and every other law or usage having, or which 
is pretended to have, any force or effect in 
said Territory m conflict wita the provisions or 
the spirit of this act, except such laws of Con- 
gress and treaty Btipnlntioua as relate to the In- 
oions, are hereby repealed, and declared void. 

Mr. Dunn havingcarried a refereace to tlie 
Committee of the Wliole, of a bill introduced 
by Mr. Grow, repealing all the acts of the al- 
leged Territorial Legislature of Kansas, now 
moved and carried a reconsideration of that 
vote, and proceeded to the striking out of 
Mr. Grow's bill and the insertion of his own 
as a substitute. This motion prevailed. 
Whereupon Mr. Dunn moved the previous 
question on ordering this bill to be engrossed 
and read a third time, which prevailed — 
Yeas 92 ; Kays 86 — and then the bill passed 
— ^Yeas 88 ; Nays 74 — as follows : 

YEAS— Messrs, Albright, Allison, Boll, Bar- 
bonr, Benson, Bishop, Bliss, Bradsbaw, Brenton, 
Bnffiuton, Campbell of Pa., Campbell of Ohio, 
Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cnmback, Domrell, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dunn, 
Durfce, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gid- 
dings, Gilbert; Granger, ; Grow, Hall of Mass,, 
Harlan, Harngon, Haven, Holloway, Horton of 
Y., Horton of Ohio, Hughston, Kdsoy, King, 



Knnjip, Kni|{hf , Knowlton, Knoic, ICunliol, Mat- 
tenon, M'Cmly, MilUir, Moora, M»r/(/vti, Morrill, 
Wlcholn, Norton, Oliver, Varkery INilton, I'orry, 
I'ettit, I'rinijlo, rurvlaneo, Ritolxio, Hivbin, Haf^o, 
Hupp, Bhenoan, Miiiiuiomi, Hpinnor. Htiuilon, 
Htranahan, Tiippan, Tlnimton, Todil, Tiafton, 
Wad(3, Wakemun. Wiilbridgo, Waldron, WaiiU' 
bnnio of IH., Wmihbinn of Me., Watoon, 
Welch, Wclk, Wood, Woodnvir, Woodworlh— 
88. 

NAYS— Mofimfi. Aikon, Bnrkiidnlo, Boll, 
Howie, Branch. Itroom, Burnett, Cainiiboll of 
Koiituoky, Cnvlilc, Cnruthorn, Cmikio, Cobb of 
On., Cobii of Ala., (5ox, Crai({o, Crawford, Cul- 
len, DftvidHon, Davis of Md., Denver, Dowdoll, 
Kdninndiion, i^ngliiih, Faulkner^ Fonter, Goodo, 
Greenwood, IlairiHof Md,,llnrri(i of Aln., Hanio 
of Illinois, Ilonnton, Jewott, Jonon of Tonn., 
iTonea of Ponn., Kennott, Kidwell, Ijalco, Lcitc.r^ 
Lumpkin, II. MnrHhnll of Kcntiioky, Mmtilinll ot 
Ulinois, Maxwell.' Miller of Indiana, Millson, 
rackov, Peck, Pnolps, Powell, Puryoar, Quit- 
man, Kottdo, llondy, Ricnud, Rivers, Rutlin, 
Savage, Shorter, Smith of Tenii., Smith of Va., 
Sncou, StoplicnB, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, 
Trippo, Undor^vood, Volk, Walker, Warner. 
Wntkins, Winslow, Wri(?ht of Miss., Wright ol 
Tonn., and ZolUcoflbr~7'l. 

This bill was not acted on by tho Senate. 

The House in tho course of its action on the 
several Annual Appropriation bills, affixed to 
several of them, respectively, provisos, abol- 
ishing, repealing, or suspending the various 
obnoxious acts of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture ; but all those were resisted by the Sen- 
ate, and were ultimately given up by tho 
House, save one appropriating $20,000 for 
the pay and expenses of the next Territorial 
Legislature, which the Senate gave up, on 
finding itself in serious disagreement with 
the House, and thus secured tho passage of 
the Oivil Appropriation bill. Finally the two 
Houses were at odds, on a proviso forbidding 
the employment of the Army to enforce the 
acts of the Shawnee Mission assemblage, 
claiming to be a Territorial Legislature of 
Kansas, when, at noon on the 18th of August, 
the Speaker's hammer fell, announcing the 
termination of the session, leaving the Army 
bill unpassed. But President Pierce imme- 
diately issued a proclamation convening an 
extra session on the 21st (Thursday), when 
the two Houses reconvened accordingly, and 
a fall quorum of each was found to be pre- 
sent. The House promptly repassed the 
Army bill, again efnxing iv proviso forbid- 
ding the use of the army to enforce the dis- 
puted Territorial laws, which proviso the 
Senate as promptly struck out, and the 
House as promptly reinserted. The Senate 
insisted on its disagreement, but asked no 
conference, and the House (Aug. 22d) by a 
close vote decided to adhere to its proviso : 
Teas 97 ; Nays 93 ; but one of the yeas 
(Bocock of Va.) was so given iu order to 
be able to move a reconsideration ; so that 
the true division wag 96 to 94, which was 
the actual division on a motion by Mr. Cobb 
of 6a. that the House recede from its posi- 
tion. Finally, a motion to reconsider was 
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mah md liild oi\ ilio talilo : Yiian 1)7 ; Nfiyii 
IMJ ; ami th« IIohho tUoroupon adjdurnocl. 

'Aui>\ 'i'>UL — Bomito al:n> vol«il to ad- 
lioro : "Yowj 35 ; Nays i). 

Ml". Olaytoii pi'opoHcd a (^oininitlco of 
Oonforonco, to whioli Mr. Howard objccteil. 
No action. 

Ill tho I IouHO, Mr. Oampbcll of Ohio pro- 
poHCd a Bimilar Oonimiltoo of Ooufcicuco. 
Obicctod to. 

Mr. Mattcaoa of Now- York submittecl 
tho following : 

IVTicrms, By nu not pivnnod by tlio two IIouhcb 
of CoiiLnoiiii, uml iipprovod by tho Prcnidout, en- 
titled Joint roHolulioii CiV miuoxiiif^ Toxua to 
tlio Uuitod StiUoo, appro vod Marcli 1, 1845," nr- 
tioloH of coinpiiot wciro oirorcd to Toxiih for hor 
admiuBiou into tho Union " upon certain condi- 
tions and guarantees," tlio tlurd iirtido of whicli 
tendered oompiict wiiu in llicHo words : 

" Now StatoH of coiivonioiit sl/.o, not oxcooding four 
in uuinbor, iu ndditlon to onid Stato of I'oxnH, amU 
having ouOlcIont population, may horonftor, by tho 
oonnout of uotd Stato, bo formed out of tho Territory 
thoroof, which Hhnll bo ontitloCl to ndnikslon undor 
tho Vodornl OoniitUutlon ; and nnch Stntoa an may bo 
formod outof that portion of snid Territory lying Bouth 
of 80° 30' north latitude, commonly known m the 
MiflBouri Oompromtso lino, ohall bu admitted into tho 
Union, with or without Slavery, aa tho pooplo of couh 
Statu nailing admisalon may doalro ; and in ouch 
Stato or BtatoB aa ahiill bo formod out of said Terri- 
tory north of BaldCompromiao lino. Slavery or invol- 
untary Burvltudo (except for crimo) shall bo prohibit- 
od ;" 

And whereas, Texas, by a Bolcmn public act, 
douo in a convention of the pooplo, according to 
tlie rcquiromonts of tho said act of Congro3B,did 
accept tho said articles of compact, and was ad- 
mitted into tho Union as one ot the United States 
upon the " conditions and guarantees" men- 
tioned in said joint resolution, and is now a 
State of this Union in virtue thereof; 

And whereas, The said third article of com- 
pact as aforesaid, containing a limitation of Sla- 
very in restricting tho number of Slave States to 
bo formed in Texas south of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes, to four States iil addition to 
Texas itself, and also a prohibition of Slavery, 
except for crimo, north ot thirty-six degrees thirty 
minutes north latitude, is an independent and 
substantive motion, irrepoalable by either of the 
contracting parties without the consent of the 
other, and is not repealed by the Kansas-Ne- 
braska act, and could not be repealed by that 
act: 

Therefore, It, it resolved. That Slavery, except 
for crime, in all that part of tho former province 
of Louisiana north ot latitude thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes is and remains prohibited, and 
that the President of tho United States is under 
a double obligation to see that provision faith- 
fully executed, both as a law of Congress ond as 
a compact with a then foreign power, for a great 
and valuable consideration. 

And whereas. Besides being a compact with 
Texas, tho said thu:d article was a compromise 
bot^veen tho Free and Slave States of this Union 
with limitation of Slavery, both as to tho number 
of Slave States which might be formed in Texas, 
and the prohibition of Slavery north of thuty-six 
degrees thirty mmutea, by virtue of which Texas 
was admittea into the Union, and without which 
she could not have beyn admitted : Therefore, 

Be it resolved. That any attempt to violate 
snid third article of compromise, cither by ad- 
mitting a greater number of Slave States south 
of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes than allowed 
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tlicroin, or ))y oxtnudinf; Hlivvovy north of <hat 
Idtiliido, 111 (I violati(MM)f iiiiid (ioni]n'omii;o and 
a (lirodt III tack upon tUo luinnony iind nti\billty " 
of tho Union. 

Mr. T)ium ot" liul. moved that iliiii do lie 
on th« table : Carried : Y<!ai;i 1.01. ; Naya 
88. 

Mr. Oobb of Ga. moved that tho Ilouao 
recede from itfi Kansaa proviao : DiMbatcd ; 
Ycxui J)7 ; Naya lOO. Aiyourned. 

Tho utrngglo for tho paafiago of tho bill 
with or without tho ptoviRO continued until 
Sa,tHrday, August iJOth, when, Hovcral moni- 
bora, hostile to tho proviso, and hitherto 
absent, unpaired, having returned, tho Ilouao 
again pasaed tho Army bill with tho proviao 
modified aa follows : 

Provided, liowover, that no part of the milita- 
ry force of the United States, for tho support of 
which nppropriationa aro mado by this net, ahall 
bo empKiyod iu aid of the onforcomont of any 
onactuier.tfi liorotoforo mado by tJjo botly claim- 
ing to bo tho Ton-itorial Legislature of iCunsuQ. 

The bill paased as reported (under tho 
Previous Question :) Yeas 99 ; Nays 79 ; 
and was sent to tho Senate, where the above 
Prov'ao was stricken out : Yeas 26 ; Naya 
7 ; aad tho bill thus returned to the House, 
when the Senate's amendment was concur- 
red in by the following vote : 

YEAS— Messrs. Aiken, Akera, Bnrksdalo,Bell, 
Bennett of Miss., Bocock, Bowie, Boyco, Branch, 
Burnett, Cndwalador, Campbell of Ky., Carlile, 
Caskie, Clingman, Cobb of Ga., Cobb of Aln., 
Cox, Craigo, Crawford, Cullcn, Davidson, Da- 
vis of Md., Denver, Dowdell, Edraundson, Elliott, 
Etheredge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Fuller of Me., Goode, Greenwood, Hall of Iowa, 
Harris of Md., Harris of Ala., Harris of 111., Har 
rison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Houston, 
Jewett, Jones of Tenn., Jonea of Penn., Keitt, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lump- 
km, A. K. Marshall of Ky., Humphrey Marshall 
of Ky., Marshall of II!., Maxwell, McMulIen, 
McQueen, Miller of Ind., Millson, Oliver of Mo., 
Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Puryear, Quitcaan, Ricaud, Rivers, Rufi5n, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Smith oi 
Tenn., Smith of Va., Smith of Ala.,Sneed, Ste- 
phens, Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, 
Underwood, Vail, Walker, Warner, Wells, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Wright 
of Miss., Wright of Tenn., and Zollicoffer— 101. 

NAYS— ^Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Barclay, Bennett of N. Y., Benson, Billing- 
hurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buf- 
linton, Campbell of Penn., Campbell of Ohio 
Chaffee, E. Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Cominsj Co- 
vode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Davis of 
Mass., Dean, Dewitt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Dorfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, 
Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, 
Harlan, Holloway, Hortoa of N. Y., Howard, 
Hughaton, Kelsey, King,Kaapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, Mc- 
Carty, Morgan, Mott, Murray, Norton, Oliver of 
N. Y., Parker, Pelton, Peniungton, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Roberts, Bobbins, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan,Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Woldron, Washbumeof 
111., Woshbume of wise, Washburn of Me., 
Welch, Woodruff, and Woodworth— 97. 
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So tlio Proviso wafi boivton at. livot, awl tlio 
• bill puaaed, wiili no rcBtviotiou on the Pre- 
Bidont'o (liscroiiou in tlio ubo of tlio Arniy in 
KtinsuB ; jttflt ii9 all attempts of tho IIouro, 
to direct tho PrcHident to liuvo a nolle pro- 
sefjui entered in tho coso of tho Pi'eo-Stat-o 
pri8onorB in Kangaa charged with aiding 
tho formation and adoption of tho Prce-Stato 
constitution ttB aforesaid, had been provious- 
ly beaten, after prevailing in tho House — 
tho Senate striking them out and tho House 
(by a union of nearly all tho supportora of 



Fillmore Avith nearly or quite all those nup- 
porting Buchanan) llnally acquioacing. 

In conclusion, it .may bo aaid, generally, 
that nothing has been really done, or (owing 
to tho triangular division of parties] could 
havo boon done, by thia Ooiigrcsa with re- 
gard to Kansas, except to collcetj authenti- 
cate, and present facta to bo considered and 
acted on by tho People in tho ensuing Pre- 
sidential and Congressional elections. By 
tho result of these, in all human probability, 
tho fat,o of Kansas is now to bo decided. 



